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Editor  1 

Six  years  ago  when  I  entered 
the  halls  of  BLS  for  the  first  time,  I 
didn’t  know  what  to  think.  The  ab¬ 
solute  vastness  of  the  building  was 
none  that  I  had  ever  seen  before. 
The  cold  solid  brick  walls,  the  high 
freshly  painted  ceilings,  and  above 
all,  those  corridors  that  just  seemed 
to  go  on  forever. 

I  felt  like  I  was  on  a  safari  every 
time  I  had  to  go  from  class  to  class. 
I  securely  fastened  my  bag  to  my 
shoulders,  balancing  myself  under 
the  sheer  weight  of  ten  thousand 
pages  of  books  and  notebooks.  I 
checked  my  shoelaces  for  the  last 
time  and  when  the  bell  rang,  I  was 
off.  It  was  T  minus  4  minutes  and 
counting.  I  charged  out  of  the  room 
like  a  bull  out  of  his  pen,  trying  to 
get  ahead  of  the  other  2,400  pupils 
all  with  the  same  goal  in  mind: 
reaching  their  seat  in  their  nextclass 
before  the  bell  rang  again. 

I  dashed  madly  dodging  in  and 
out  of  crowds  occasionally  bounc¬ 
ing  off  a  senior  here  and  there  and 
ricocheting  off  a  wall.  The  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  making  it  to  class  on  time 
unschaved  was  tantamount  to  that 
of  winning  a  million  dollars.  I  had 
made  it  through,  I  was  one  with  the 
school,  I  was  a  Latin  School  sixie. 

The  following  years  went 
smoothly.  I  made  good  friends,  re¬ 
ceived  decent  grades,  developed  a 


Congratulations  to  the 
business  staff  on 
record  breaking  Ad 
sales  this  year. 

Job  Weil  Done ! 


s  Note 

tolerance  for  school  lunch  despite 
having  to  have  my  stomach 
pumped  every  week.  I  even  learned 
to  wear  a  gas  mask  on  the  bus  ride 
home  to  prevent  myself  from  be¬ 
ing  knocked  out  by  the  carbon- 
monoxide  fumes  which  were  emit¬ 
ted  from  the  ventilation  system  of 
the  aging  buses. 

Before  I  knew  it,  five  years 
were  up  and  I  was  about  to  embark 
on  my  last  year  at  good  old  BLS. 
Gone  were  the  days  of  safaris 
through  the  halls  to  the  next  class. 
Gone  were  the  days  of  heavy  book 
bags.  And  gone  were  the  days  of 
being  the  shortest  in  the  school 
(well  at  least  in  some  cases). 

I’m  glad  to  be  part  of  a  school 
that  supports  a  student  newspaper 
as  unique  and  individual  as  the 
Argo.  I  encourage  all  to  voice 
their  points  of  view  and  contribute 
to  the  Argo  in  any  way  possible. 
The  Argo  maintains  neutral  ground 
when  dealing  with  any  issue,  and 
all  issues  will  be  covered  from 
both  sides.  The  Argo  shouldn’t  be 
regarded  as  just  some  publication 
that  comes  out  once  a  month  but  as 
a  loud  blow  horn  to  which  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty  have  access  to.  If 
you  feel  something  deserves  at¬ 
tention  let  me  know  and  I’ll  do  my 
best  to  work  for  you. 


Natalia  Crosby,  III 
Nicole  DeBenedictis,  III 
Katrina  Grigg-Saito,  III 
Ursulla  Liff,  III 
Valerie  Towe,  III 


To  Reach  the  ARGO... 

To  join  the  Argo,  have  an  event  listed  in  the 
Calendar,  Advertise,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  or 
have  general  questions  or  suggestions. 

See  the  Editor  in  homeroom  137  anytime. 
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Office  Hours 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

A  clause  in  the  teachers’  con¬ 
tract  now  requires  all  teachers  to 
designate  at  least  one  hour  a  week 
an  “office  hour”  during  which  they 
are  available  for  conferences. 

This  policy  has  its  problems, 
however,  since  these  office  hours 
are  nearly  always  during  the  school 
day  it  is  almost  impossible  for  stu¬ 
dents  and  difficult  for  working  par¬ 


ents  to  take  advantage  of  them.  In 
fact,  most  teachers  have  always 
been  approachable  for  parents  who 
made  an  appoitment  over  the 
phone. 

Some  administrators  feel  that 
the  new  policy  actually  limits  the 
availability  of  the  faculty  and  that 
it  shows  more  concern  about  pub¬ 
lic  relations  than  teacher  accessi¬ 
bility  on  the  part  of  the  school 
department. 


S  A  Special  Thanks  J 

s  s 

j  The  Argo  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Walsh  for  g 
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News  &  Notes 


Lunch  at  Latin: 

First  came  Gino’s  then  came  Bell 


•  Joseph  Liburd,  I 

Although  we  all  have  horror 
stories  about  the  food  in  the  cafete¬ 
ria,  from  the  ever  increasing  prices 
to  the  immortal  cheese,  I  would  like 
to  remember  one  of  my  own. 

Two  years  ago,  the  school  de¬ 
cided  to  present  to  us  food  which  we 
would  enjoy  by  serving  us  pizza 
from  Papa  Gino’s,  not  the  rectangu¬ 
lar  recycled  plastic  we  usually  eat. 
On  that  date  in  history,  all  Latin 
students  enjoyed  lunch.  People  actu¬ 
ally  looked  at  their  food  without  any 
shivers  traversing  their  spines.  But 
as  the  saying  goes,  “all  good  things 
must  come  to  an  end,”  and  thus  the 
Papa  Gino’s  pizza  went  the  way  of 
the  dodo. 

The  school  claims  that  the  pizza 


became  too  expensive  and  returned 
us  to  the  mercy  of  the  B.P.S.  Food 
Services  food  we  have  all  grown  to 
love  (sarcasm,  of  course).  The  icing 
on  the  cake  was  when  they  tried  it  to 
us  in  slice  fashion  instead  of  rect- 

"...Papa  Gino's  pizza 
went  the  way  of  the 
dodo. " 

angles,  but  we  were  not  amused. 

The  next  chapter  began  last  year 
when  Mexican  cuisine  was  first  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  school.  The  cafeteria 
was  once  again  filled  with  hungry 
students.  Although  the  choices  were 
few  (bean  burrito,  beef  burrito,  or 
soft  taco)  they  were  welcomed.  For 


Hazard  Next  Door  X  2 


•  David  Voldan,  I 

Two  years  ago,  in  the  ’92-’93 
graduation  issue  of  the  Argo,  I  wrote 
an  article  entitled  “Hazard  Next 
Door”.  I  dealt  with  the  Boston-Ly- 
ing-in-Hospital  incinerator  located 
just  across  the  school  parking  lot.  An 
incinerator  which,  on  a  daily  basis, 
spewed  poisonous  black,  acrid  smoke 
into  the  air.  Smoke  that  on  some 
days  infiltrated  our  classrooms 
through  open  windows  choking  us 
with  its  poisonous  composition. 

Here  we  are,  two  years  later 
with  not  much  change,  in  fact,  it 
seems  as  if  conditions  have  wors¬ 
ened.  As  an  added  bonus  to  the  old, 
air  polluting,  contaminated  waste 
burning,  lung  choking  incinerator,  is 
a  new  construction  site  with  plenty 
of  hazardous  chemicals  just  waiting 
to  attack  us. 

It  never  occurred  to  me  that  a 
construction  site  could  be  dangerous 
to  its  surrounding  community  until  a 
couple  days  into  the  new  school  year. 
It  was  a  crisp  clear  summer  after¬ 
noon.  The  sun  was  out,  the  summer 
breeze  was  blowing  through  the  win¬ 
dows,  the  wildlife  was  singing  out¬ 
side  on  the  window  sill  -  a  picture 
perfect  day.  I  was  sitting  in  my  math 
class  soaking  in  the  days  lesson  when 


all  of  a  sudden  I  began  to  feel  nau¬ 
seous.  First  my  nose  began  to  itch, 
then  my  throat,  and  finally  I  got  a 
sort  of  sick  feeling  to  my  stomach 
and  head.  Everything  around  me  be¬ 
gan  to  spin  and  I  couldn’t  concen¬ 
trate  on  my  work.  I  looked  around 
and  saw  that  I  wasn’t  the  only  one 
suffering  as  others 
began  to  succumb 
to  the  strange  odor 
that  had  mysteri¬ 
ously  entered  the 
room.  Finally,  the 
teacher  ordered  the 
windows  shut  and 
doors  opened  to 
filter  out  the 
strange  toxin. 

After  class  I 
concluded  that  it 
must  have  been  the  construction  site 
next  door  that  poisoned  our  air.  Even 
as  I  exited  the  building  I  found  my¬ 
self  smelling  the  same  odor  I  had 
previously  smelt  in  math  class. 

Looking  back  through  time  it 
seems  that  the  BLS  vicinity  has  for 
the  past  decade  been  cursed  with 
constant  construction  interference 
with  normal  operation.  First  it  was 
BLS’sownremodeling,  followed  by 
a  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  addition. 


The  Boston  PIC 


•  David  Voldan,  I 

Are  you  a  high  school  student? 
Are  you  jobless?  Do  you  have  a 
resume  that  isn’t  worth  ten  cents  and 
winds  up  being  the  first  one  in  the 
employer  waste  basket?  Do  you  lack 
work  experience? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  one  or  more 
of  these  questions,  chances  are  that 
the  Boston  Private  Industry  Council 
can  help  you. 

The  Boston  PIC  was  founded  in 
1979  under  a  federal  mandate  to 
involve  the  business  community  in 
the  design  and  implementation  of 
government  funded  job  training  pro¬ 
grams.  Directed  by  Mr.  Gray  for  the 
past  three  years,  the  Boston  Latin 
School  PIC  branch  has  done  just  that 
-  provide  hundreds  of  students  with 
a  rewarding  and  challenging  work 
experience,  some  of  which  have  led 
to  future  career  placement. 


The  Boston  PIC  is  not  a  job 
placement  service;  you’ll  get  no  guar¬ 
antees.  What  you  will  get  is  a  key  to 
the  doorway  to  success.  How  you 
chose  to  use  that  key  is  up  to  you. 

Mr.  Gray  has  done  his  best  to 
help  students  find  positions  big  and 
small.  From  volunteer  work,  to  pay¬ 
ing  jobs,  to  summer  internships,  Mr. 
Gray’s  work  spans  the  gamut  of  job 
placement. 

Applying  for  the  PIC  Program 
is  easy  involving  three  simple  steps: 

•  Completion  of  application  packet. 

•  Scheduling  an  appointment. 

•  Attending  resume  and  program 
workshops. 

If  you  are  interested  in  the 
Bosotn  PIC  program,  have  any  ques¬ 
tions,  or  would  like  to  find  out  more 
stop  by  Room  133  and  see  Mr.  Gray. 


After  that  came  to  new  Hospital  ad¬ 
dition.  Then  came  demolition  of  our 
across  the  street  neighbor  old  En¬ 
glish  High.  And  finally  the  new 
Medical  Research  center  that  has 
dwarfed  our  school.  It  has  come  to 
the  point  where  many  teachers  have 
forgotten  what  it  was  like  not  to  have 
some  form  of  con¬ 
struction  going  on 
during  the  school 
year. 

I  feel  that  the 
new  medical  re¬ 
search  center  will 
pose  a  serious 
health  threat  to  the 
future  Latin 
school  popula¬ 
tion.  Who  knows 
Steve  Wong, !  what  kinds  of  tests 
will  be  conducted  within  the  walls  of 
the  mammoth  structure?  Who  knows 
what  types  of  substances  will  be 
released  into  the  air?  Whatever  hap¬ 
pens,  the  truth  is  there  is  not  much 
we  can  do  except  hold  our  noses. 


Boston  PIC 
Clanedar 

Pic  Room  #133 


Interview  /  Resume 
Workshops 

•  Wednesday,  November  16 

•  Tuesday,  December  1 3 

2:00  pm  in  Room  132. 

Community  Service 
The  Greater  Boston 
Food  Bank 

•  Saturday,  November  19 

/  pm  to  4:30  pm. 

State  Street  Bank 
Application  Program 

Starts  in  January  all 
Sophmores,  Juniors,  and  Se¬ 
niors  are  encourage  to  apply. 


G.E.M. 


an  entire  year  we  feasted  on  the 
burritos  and  drank  the  Very  Fine 
juices,  which  was  very  fine  indeed. 
We  were  allowed  to  purchase  two 
burritos  for  the  price  of  one,  which  in 
itself  is  a  rarity  to  be  noticed.  The 
school  mightnothave  smelled  very... 
inviting  around  sixth  and  seventh 
period  due  to  all  of  the  bean  burritos 
consumed  at  lunch  time,  but  we  all 
left  that  cafeteria  satisfied. 

So  far  this  year  we  have  been 
subjected  to  an  increased  amount  of 
oily  pizza  and  cheese  infested  torti¬ 
lla  chips  in  beef.  Our  only  hope  for 
the  future  is  that  the  school  may  start 
another  alliance  with  a  fast  food  res¬ 
taurant.  Maybe  a  certain  burger  chain 
with  over  70  billion  served?  Keep 
hope  alive! 


•  Kristen  Cusack,  VI 

Have  any  of  you  sixies  out  there 
heard  of  the  GEM  program  and  asked 
yourself  “What  is  that?”  Well  after 
talking  to  several  people,  I  under¬ 
stand  that  many  were  asking  the  same 
question.  For  starters  you  should 
know  that  G.E.M.  stands  for  Geog¬ 
raphy,  Earth  Science,  andA/athemat- 
ics. 

Now  you’re  probably  wonder¬ 
ing,  “Why  did  she  write  geography, 
is  it  a  typo?”  While  most  sixies  have 
the  following:  Math,  Latin,  Earth 
Science,  English,  and  Reading  Com¬ 
prehension,  the  two  groups  of  G.E.M. 
students  have  Math,  Latin,  English, 
Earth  Science,  Geography,  instead 
of  Reading  Comprehension. 

Not  only  do  the  students  have 
different  classes  than  other  students, 
they  stay  together  in  those  three 
classes  (geography,  mathematics, 


earth  science). 

The  two  best  parts  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  are:  You  get  to  know  the  people 
in  your  classes  even  better  than  you 
would  if  you  weren’t  in  the  program, 
and;  while  you  get  the  special  privi¬ 
lege  of  geography,  you  won’t  miss 
out  on  reading  because  English  com¬ 
bines  both  subjects.  So  as  you’re 
enjoying  the  “fun”  geography 
classes,  you  are  still  getting  the  full 
benefits  of  reading. 

Last  year  the  program  started 
with  one  program  to  test  if  the  school 
could  do  more  teaching  with  it.  Now 
the  school  has  expanded  to  two 
classes  and  hopefully  it  will  keep 
growing. 

This  is  a  good  program  that  lets 
you  become  friends  with  the  other 
students  in  it,  and  expands  your  learn¬ 
ing  skills  at  the  same  time.  So  if 
you’re  in  it,  don’t  think  of  it  as  a 
punishment,  but  as  a  privilege. 


Where  are  Those  Ghastly 
Fumes  Coming  from? 


•  Mike  Pastore,  V 

Everyone  has  noticed  the  con¬ 
struction  site  next  to  Boston  Latin. 
And  you  might  have  also  noticed  the 
stench  emitting  from  it.  The  odor 
lurks  around  the  outside  of  the  school, 
and  enters  the  school  through  the 
open  windows  on  the  side  closest  to 
the  site.  Also,  the  smell  lingers  in  the 
rooms  long  after  the  windows  are 
closed,  and  travels  down  the  halls. 

Those  of  you  who  haven’t  no¬ 
ticed  the  smell  are  probably  think¬ 
ing,  “So  what,  there  are  many  differ¬ 
ent  odors  around  Boston”.  That  is 
true,  but  this  smell,  that  reeks  of  tar, 
smoke,  and  burnt  plastics,  is  affect¬ 
ing  the  students.  The  smell  causes 
dizziness,  headaches,  and  also  throw¬ 


ing  up.  By  having  those  effects  on 
the  students,  it  clouds  their  ability  to 
think  and  work,  which  brings  along 
the  question:  What  is  it? 

I  believe  we  have  a  right  to 
know  what  is  causing  this  weakness 
and  dizziness  in  our  school,  since  it 
concerns  us,  the  students.  Another 
important  question  that  comes  to 
mind  is:  Why  is  nothing  being  done 
about  it? 

Mr.  Contompasis  should  be 
aware  of  this  smell  and  the  effect  it 
has  on  his  students’  work,  and  should 
be  doing  something  to  stop  it  from 
coming  into  our  school.  This  issue 
may  not  be  on  the  top  of  his  list,  but 
has  to  be  attended  to,  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  productivity  of  Boston  Latin. 


Rescue 

disaster  victims, 
bust 

drug  smugglers, 
and  save 

the  environment. 

And  that’s  just  the  first  week. 


For  men  and  women  in  the 
starts  as  soon  as  you 


U.S.  Coast  Guard,  the  action 
put  on  your  uniform. 


V/hiie 


'ake  n:  :ie  than  a 


week  to  do  all  these  exciting  things 
after  serving  :n  the  U.S  Coast  Guaid. 
you’ll  be  ready  for  anything 
From  day  one.  you  11  te  tack¬ 
ling  major  assignments  and 
making  real-life  decisions,  to 


get  the  experience  it  takes  t 
make  it  in  any  chosen  career 
To  find  cunf  you  quality,  contact. 

U.S.C.G.  Information  Center 
14180  Dallas  Pkwy.,  Suite  326 
Dallas,  TX  75240-9795; 
1-800-424-8883,  Ext,  1337 


THE  U.S.  COAST  GUARD 
BE  PART  OF  THE  ACTION 
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Changes 


To  Mark  or  not  to  Mark  Open  House  Revolution  Study 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

Until  this  year,  we,  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  Boston  Latin  School,  con¬ 
sidered  it  our  right  to  chew  gum  in 
study  hall,  talk  during  a  boring 
class,  or  linger  at  our  lockers  for  an 
extra  second  or  two,  trying  to  stick 
those  monstropolous  textbooks 
inside.  This  year  all  this  might  be 
changing,  since  the  misdemeanor 
marks  of  yesterday  have  been  ex¬ 
changed  for  a  much  more  threaten¬ 
ing  possibility  of  a  separate  con¬ 
duct  mark  in  each  class. 

To  me  these  changes  do  not 
carry  much  personal  threat,  since  I 
am  allergic  to  chewing  gum,  have 
my  friend  keep  my  locker  orderly 
for  me,  and  am  never  lucky  enough 
to  sit  next  to  someone  talkative  in 
class.  Deciding  thus  that  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  a  professional  goody-goody 
will  not  be  sufficient  for  an  article 
about  conduct  grades,  I  decided  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  my  fellow  stu¬ 
dents. 

They  were  almost  unanimous: 
this  new  conduct-marking  system 
will  be  good  for  the  teachers,  giv¬ 
ing  them  the  power  to  lower  con¬ 
duct  grades  directly,  without  the 
mess  of  sending  misdemeanor 
marks  to  the  homeroom  teacher. 
The  teacher  now  becomes  almost 
omnipotent  The  idea  sounds  good, 
until  one  considers  the  fact  that 
different  teachers  require  different 
levels  of  good  behavior;  while  one 
lets  the  students  turn  numb  with 
boredom,  another  will  severely 
punish  for  a  moment  of 
unattentiveness.  Thus,  the  conduct 
grade  becomes  rather  an  issue  of 
good  luck  than  of  good  behavior. 

Then,  of  course,  the  next  logi¬ 
cal  argument  must  be  that  if  a  stu¬ 
dent  is  well  behaved,  any  teacher 
will  give  him/her  a  good  conduct 


grade.  Theoretically,  that  is  true. 
However  there  are  two  things  that 
make  this  argument  unrealistic .  We 
are  not  angels.  Both  the  students 
and  the  masters  are  very  mortal, 
and  thus  liable  to  make  mistakes. 
Although  it  is  not  to  the  credit  of 
the  teachers,  many  of  them  like 
some  students  better  than  others.  A 
teacher  (maybe  even  unintention¬ 
ally)  will  be  more  lenient  with  a  pet 

"...the  conduct 
grade  becomes  rather 
an  issue  of  good  luck 
than  of  good  behavior." 

than  with  a  regular  child.  Because 
it  is  hard  for  a  teacher  to  admit 
giving  preference  to  some  students 
over  others,  such  a  fault  is  almost 
never  corrected  to  the  students’ 
satisfaction.  Students  are  just  as 
fallible  as  their  teachers.  How  many 
times  does  a  student  forget  a  paper 
that  was  supposed  to  be  signed,  or 
how  often  does  one  have  an  undy¬ 
ing  urge  to  talk  to  a  friend  during 
class?  We  all  know  these  things 
happen,  and  that  very  few  teachers 
would  be  able  to  let  them  pass  on 
the  simple  excuse  of  our  unwilling 
forgetfulness. 

This  is  the  evidence  I  found  to 
support  the  idea  that  this  change  is 
pointless,  not  because  it  is  a  bad 
idea  in  origin,  but  because  it  does 
as  little  as  the  previous  system,  if 
not  less,  to  insure  fairness.  This 
rule  creates  more  paperwork  for 
teachers,  more  trouble  for  students, 
and  not  a  single  point  that  insures 
at  least  an  attempt  at  fairness.  All 
of  us  here  at  BLS  are  now  left  with 
a  faint  hope  that  the  coming  of  the 
new  century  will  be  signified  by 
yet  another  new  set  of  rules,  better 
and  fairer  than  ever. 


•  David  Voldan,  I 

As  student  and  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  entered  the  halls  of  BLS  this 
September,  many  were  surprised 
to  find  out  that  unexpected  changes 
in  school  rules  and  policies  had 
been  put  into  action.  None  more 
revolutionary  and  radical  than  a 
new  parent/teacher  Open  House 
format. 

Up  until  this  fall,  two  Open 
Houses  were  held  after  the  first 
report  card  came  out  in  November. 
The  first  open  house  was  open  to 
parents  with  last  names  starting 
with  A  through  M/followed  by  a 
second  open  house  the  following 
week  for  parents  with  last  names  N 
through  Z.  Parents  had  from  7:30 
to  9  pm  to  visit  their  child’s  teach¬ 
ers. 

A  good  format  that  worked,  but 
suffered  from  many  severe  flaws. 
Parents  were  forced  to  wait  in  long 
lines.  Teachers  often  had  a  hard 
time  keeping  up  with  who  they 
were  talking  about.  The  same  teach¬ 
ers  who, by  the  end  of  the  first  hour; 
were  so  exhausted  that  they  la¬ 
bored  for  the  rest  of  the  night  and 
were  forced  to  limit  the  time  spent 
with  an  individual  parent  in  order 
to  let  the  rest  of  the  line  flow. 

Clearly,  both  the  parents  and 
faculty  were  entitled  to  a  change. 
This  year  their  wishes  were  an¬ 
swered  with  a  new  revolutionary 
Open  House  format. 

The  seeds  of  change  were  ac¬ 
tually  planted  years  ago  but  did  not 
germinate  until  this  past  summer 
when  Mr.  Cahil  recruited  a  group 
of  Latin  School  teachers  to  attend 
afterschool  meetings  with  parents. 
There  were  a  total  of  six  meetings. 
The  topic  at  the  meetings:  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  past  open  house. 
The  product  of  the  meetings  were 
radical  ideas  that,thanks  to  contri¬ 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

Somehow  I  had  always 
counted  on  being  able  to  transfer 
from  a  teacher  I’d  had  before.  I 
never  even  tried  to  transfer  the 
first  time,  deeming  it  foolish  to 
resist  the  powers  that  be.  I  would 
give  the  teacher  a  chance,  at  least, 
and  by  the  time  I  realized  that  I 
wasn’t  learning  anything  it  was 
too  late  to  transfer  anyway.  But 
never  the  same  mistake  twice,  I 
thought  If  I  got  a  teacher  whom  I 
had  endured  before,  if  I  was  as¬ 
signed  a  class  I  knew  to  be  hor¬ 
rible,  I  would  get  out  fast 

Alas,  this  is  no  longer  pos¬ 
sible.  The  new  school  policy  is 
that  a  student  can  no  longer  trans¬ 
fer  from  a  teacher  he/she  has  had 
before  unless  that  teacher  has  pre¬ 
viously  failed  him/her  in  the  same 
subject. 

Which  means  that  if  you  see 
on  your  schedule  bright  and  early 
on  the  first  day  of  school  the 
name  of  a  teacher  who  you  know 
does  not  teach,  speaks  incoher¬ 
ently,  insults  the  students  or  their 
intelligence,  you  cannot  transfer. 


If  you  are  assigned  a  teacher  with 
whom  you  have  apersonal  conflict 
or  mutual  disregard,  you  must  stay 
in  that  class  for  another  180  days, 
unless  the  teacher  requests  that  you 
are  removed  or  unless  that  teacher 
has  failed  you  before. 

The  administration  has  sev¬ 
eral  reasons  for  making  this  change, 
all  of  them  valid.  Computing  all 
those  transfers  takes  an  incredible 
amount  of  work.  Some  transfers 
are  logistically  impossible  for 
scheduling  reasons,  and  to  deny 
these  while  granting  others  would 
seem  unfair.  I  can  understand  the 
difficulty  involved,  but  I  still  don’t 
think  it  justifies  the  damage  that  a 
bad  teacher  can  do. 

If  you  know  that  you  will  get 
a  bad  education,  that  for  one  rea¬ 
son  or  another  you  will  not  learn 
anything  but  simply  sit  there  stag¬ 
nating  for  forty  minutes  every  day 
1 80  days  a  year,  the  administration 
will  ignore  your  concerns  and  those 
of  your  parents  and  watch  unflinch¬ 
ingly  as,  for  reasons  of  red  tape,  the 
will  to  learn  is  starved  out  of  you, 
unless  that  teacher  failed  you  be¬ 


fore. 

Because  after  all,  that  is  what 
a  bad  class  can  do  to  you;  starve 
your  will  to  learn,  stifle  your  imagi¬ 
nation,  destroy  any  shred  of  re¬ 
spect  for  the  teaching  profession 
that  you  might  still  have.  If  a  good 
class,  inspires,  awakens  and  en¬ 
riches  young  minds,  a  bad  class  de 
depresses  and  restricts  them.  Cer¬ 
tain  classes  are  critical  for  any  fu¬ 
ture  learning  in  that  subject,  such 
as  early  language  and  math  classes. 
If  you  don’t  get  the  declensions 
down  solid  in  first  year  Latin,  my 
friend,  you  are  going  to  be  strug¬ 
gling  all  the  way  through  Vergil. 
But  worse  still  you  will  probably 
neverachieve  the  enjoyment  of  the 
language  or  its  authors,  or  develop 
any  desire  to  learn  what  you  were 
cheated  of. 

And  now  there  is  one  less 
avenue  of  escape  from  classes. 
Goodness  knows  there  are  already 
enough  of  them  [bad  classes]  in 
this  school,  and  few  enough  loop¬ 
holes.  Almost  makes  an  F  look 
appealing. 


butions  from  Mr.  Contompasis,  Mr. 
Flynn,  and  Ms.  Kelly  Lacambria, 
were  good  enough  to  be  put  on 
paper  and  made  ready  to  be  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  site  council. 

To  determine  whether  the  open 
house  was  a  success,  a  question¬ 
naire  to  both  the  parents  and  fac¬ 
ulty  was  distributed.  Results  from 
the  questionnaire  were  staggering 
and  highly  in  favor  of  the  new 
Open  House: 

Out  of  335  questionnaires  re¬ 
turned,  283  were  positive,  44  neu¬ 
tral,  and  8  negative.  On  average 
many  parents  stated  that  they  were 
happy  because  they  got  a  chance  to 
meetalltheirchild’s  teachers.  They 
all  received  a  sense  of  what  their 
child’s  day  was  like  and  an  under¬ 
standing  of  each  teacher’s  objec¬ 
tives  and  expectations,  and  enjoyed 
meeting  with  other  students’  par¬ 
ents.  Above  all ...  NO  WAITING 
IN  LINES. 

Many  problems  expressed 
were  parking,  lack  of  sufficient 
time,  building  navigation,  low  pa¬ 
rental  attendance,  absent  teachers, 
and  a  concern  about  the  feasibility 
of  future  teacher  schedule  avail¬ 
ability. 

Overall,  the  first  set  of  open 
houses  were  a  success  but  lacked 
an  ample  attendance  rate.  Perhaps, 
with  the  surplus  of  positive  re¬ 
sponses,  we  will  be  seeing  more 
confused  parents  searching  the 
hallways  for  their  child’s  fifth  pe¬ 
riod  class  in  the  future. 


Grades? 

*  Amy  Szeto,  II 

This  new  school  year  has  been 
marked  with  many  changes  and 
new  rules,  one  of  which  is  that 
study  teachers  are  now  giving  con¬ 
duct  grades.  Is  this  really  neces¬ 
sary?  Well,  for  those  who  really 
want  to  study,  do  homework,  and 
get  stuck  in  a  noisy,  uncontrollable 
study,  yes,  this  new  regulation  may 
suit  them.  However,  the  majority 
of  us  usually  are  in  studies  where 
the  teacher  monitors  the  class  and 
will  send  a  misdemeanor  mark  to 

"Is  this  really 
necessary?” 

those  students  who  misbehave. 

Besides  being  an  extra  worry 
for  the  students,  this  “study  con¬ 
duct”  grade  will  be  a  burden  on  the 
teachers.  Now,  they  will  have  to 
actually  recognize  each  student  in 
their  studies  and  write  up  an  extra 
grade  for  each  one.  Studies  are 
generally  the  only  period  during 
the  day  (besides  lunch)  where  we 
can  relax  and  do  some  homework. 
Now  you  have  to  think  twice  be¬ 
fore  asking  the  person  sitting  next 
to  you  for  a  pencil,  especially  if 
you  have  a  picky  study  teacher, 
who  is  recording  your  every  move. 
Should  we  worry  about  lunch  con¬ 
duct  grades  too? 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

On  the  first  day  of  school  this 
year  we  were  (pleasantly)  surprised 
with  free  agenda  books  containing 
the  student  handbook  as  well  as 
schedules,  calendars  and  perky  il¬ 
lustrations. 

Mr.  Flynn  reports  that  these 
books,  extraordinarily  spiffy  for 
an  underfunded  public  school,  cost 
only  $7,950  for  2,500  books,  from 
which  might  also  be  subtracted  the 
annual  cost  of  the  student  hand¬ 
book.  The  parent  fund  provided 
$1,400,  while  the  rest  came  from 
alumni. 

The  books  were  ordered  as  a 


result  of  a  little  aggressive  adver¬ 
tising  on  the  part  of  the  company. 
Select  Agendas.  Last  year  they 
offered  free  agendas  to  the  entire 
entering  class.  The  response  from 
parents  and  students  was  so  posi¬ 
tive  that  the  school  decided  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  books  to  every  student  and 
most  teachers  this  year.  There 
were,  however,  barely  enough,  so 
Mr.  Flynn  regrets  to  say  that  he 
cannot  replace  lost  agendas. 

It  is  probable  that  the  agendas 
will  be  used  again  next  year,  hope¬ 
fully  with  the  school  calendar 
added  as  a  helpful  amenity. 


Creative  travel 

765  CENTRE  STREET  (at  the  Monument)  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  S  OLDEST  ESTABLISHED  TRAVEL  AGENCY 
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Club  News 


Bulls  and 


•  Jeff  Alramo,  I 

The  Bulls  and  Bears  Club  was 
founded  last  year  as  a  club  to  pre¬ 
pare  its  members  for  the  rigors  of 
the  business  world.  However, 
through  the  past  few  months  the 
club  has  taken  on  a  much  more 
member-friendly  attitude,  with 
much  less  business  talk,  and  many 
more  interactive  activities  such  as 
stock  market  challenges  and  com¬ 
puter  usage. 

The  fall  season  of  the  Bulls 
and  Bears  Club  is  an  exciting  one. 
We  are  preparing  numerous  stock 
market  simulations  as  well  as  some 
possible  guest  speakers.  We  will 


also  be  watching  a  few  movies 
(real,  feature-length  hit  movies) 
like  “Wall  Street”  over  the  period 
of  a  few  meetings  later  on  in  the 
fall.  Also,  we  are  considering  en¬ 
tering  a  few  teams  in  the  fall  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Boston  Globe  Stock 
Market  Game. 

This  club  will  also  attempt  to 
utilize  the  computer  facilities  in 
the  school  to  call  On-line  services, 
many  of  which  have  extensive  ar¬ 
eas  of  interest  regarding  business. 

For  more  information  about 
the  BBC  contact  me  in  room  101  or 
Joseph  Liburd  in  room  131. 


Steve  Wong,  I 


Extra  Curricular-Fair 


•  Nancy  Poon,  111 

As  one  of  the  many  beginning 
of  school  year  rituals,  deciding 
what  clubs,  sports,  or  musical  or¬ 
ganizations  to  join  is  no  easy  task. 
However,  this  year  something  was 
done  to  help  everyone  to  easily 
find  out  more  about  such  activities 
all  at  once. 

“Community  service,  join  the 
Key  Club ...  Be  a  part  of  the  prize- 
winning  Argo  ...  Bonjour,  join  the 
French  Club  ...  It’s  Students 
Against  Drunk  Driving  ...  Do  you 
want  to  know  what  Vox  Iuvenum 
is?”  These  and  many  other  phrases 
echoed  in  the  crowded  cafeteria 
after  school  on  Tuesday,  Septem¬ 
ber  27.  With  a  colorful  sign  at¬ 
tached  to  each  table,  officers  of 
thirty-five  clubs  were  present  at 
the  first  ever  extra-curricular  fair, 
ready  to  pass  out  pamphlets,  an¬ 
swer  questions,  and  sign  up  new 
members.  The  organizer  behind 
the  extra-curricular  Fair,  senior 
Kelly  Gushue  was  “impressed  by 
all  the  clubs’  effort  and  the  will¬ 
ingness  to  have  information  avail¬ 
able.”  Even  more  she  was  surprised 
by  the  number  of  seniors  that  at¬ 


tended,  though  she  was  disap¬ 
pointed  by  the  few  number  of  the 
freshmen  and  sophomores  who 
showed  up. 

Kelly  explains  that  she  first 
came  up  with  the  idea  for  the  fair 
during  a  summer  program  she  at¬ 
tended  at  Wellesley  where  students 
took  part  in  an  international  activi¬ 
ties  night.  As  the  co-captain  of  the 
girls’  varsity  volleyball  team,  co¬ 
editor  of  the  Register,  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  participant  in  a  number  of 
clubs,  Kelly  wanted  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  all  members  of  the 
student  body  to  familiarize  them¬ 
selves  with  the  purpose,  activities, 
and  availability  of  all  the  organiza¬ 
tions  at  the  school.  She  next  ap¬ 
proached  Ms.  Kelly  with  the  idea 
and  received  support  to  start  plan¬ 
ning  the  fair  for  the  end  of  Septem¬ 
ber. 

It  seems  that  the  hard  work 
Kelly  put  into  piecing  together  the 
extra-curricular  fair  paid  off  as  the 
majority  of  the  clubs  walked  away 
with  long  lists  of  new  members 
and  old  and  young  students  alike 
left  the  cafeteria  feeling  more  a 
part  of  the  busy  life  outside  the 
classrooms  at  BLS.  .  -  . 


The  Key  Club 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

If  you're  interested  in  commu¬ 
nity  service  and  community  aware¬ 
ness  the  Key  Club  is  the  club  you 
are  looking  for.  It  is  Boston  Latin  ’  s 
own  community  service  club.  In 
recent  years,  the  club  has  lagged  in 
involvement  and  membership.  This 
year  however,  the  club  is  off  to  an 
enthusiastic  start  with  over  75 
members.  Members  have  re¬ 
searched  ideas  for  many  various 
projects  including  the  one  day  City- 
year  Serve-a-Thon  in  October,  the 
Jane  Doe  walk  for  Battered 
Women,  the  annual  blood  drives  in 
November  and  April,  volunteer¬ 
ing  at  Pine  Street  Inn  around 
Thanksgiving,  selling  spoons  at 
Filene’s  Basement  around  Christ¬ 


mas,  a  clothing  drive  for  Salvation 
Army,  the  annual  Winter  Coat 
drive,  the  Walk  For  Hunger,  and  a 
one  day  fast  to  raise  money  for 
famine  stricken  countries.  Smaller, 
more  personal  community  pro¬ 
grams  include  starting  a  Junior/ 
Senior  Mentors  Program  for 
younger  classmen  here  at  Latin 
School,  a  program  not  just  for  tu¬ 
toring  but  for  providing  resources 
and  friends  to  talk  to;  volunteering 
as  a  tutor  in  Chinatown  for  Chi¬ 
nese  and  Vietnamese  children; 
volunteering  at  Rosie’s  Place,  a 
homeless  shelter  in  Boston;  work¬ 
ing  with  Boston’s  own  Kiwanis 
International  Club  which  organizes 
community  service  projects  in 
Boston  area;  having  discussions 
with  the  Women’s  Commission 


on  Refugees  and  Children  regard¬ 
ing  international  social  issues. 

With  so  many  ideas  and  ac¬ 
tivities,  all  members  will  be  able  to 
take  an  active  part  in  many  of  these 
projects.  The  Key  Club  meets  ev¬ 
ery  Thursday  with  advisor  Dr. 
Caroll  in  Room  115  after-school, 
for  anyone  interested  in  joining  . 
With  enthusiastic  and  hard-work¬ 
ing  officers:  President  Caitlin 
O’Reilly  (I),  Vice  President 
Maureen  Hickey  (I),  Secretary 
Alissa  Passacantilli  (I)  and  Trea¬ 
surer  Anna  Braun  (I),  the  club 
should  be  very  successful.  The  Key 
Club’s  goals  this  year  is  to  make  a 
strong  impact  on  the  Latin  School 
community  and  our  community  in 
Boston. 


The 
Dead 
has 
Come 
Back  to 
Life ! ... 
maybe 

•  Chantelle  LaFontalne,  I 

If  you  mention  the  Boston 
Latin  School  Lampoon  to  most 
people  in  our  school,  they  would 
say  “what?”  By  the  end  of  the  year 
no  one  will  be  saying  “what”  any 
more,  because  after  four  years  of 
neglect  and  failed  attempts,  a  new 
team  of  people  have  come  on  board 
to  bring  BLS’s  only  humor  maga¬ 
zine  back  to  life. 

The  Lampoon  is  here  to  bring 
to  the  clear  light  of  day  all  those 
strange,  weird  things  that  happen 
at  BLS.  Our  student  body  must  be 
kept  informed! 

What  about  that  Latin  teacher 
you  suspect  might  be  possessed  by 
the  exorcist?  Have  you  ever  won¬ 
dered  if  BLS  was  built  on  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Bates  Motel?  Well, 
if  you  have,  then  the  BLS  Lam¬ 
poon  is  for  you. 

If  you  haven’t,  we  will  tell 
you  anyway,  because  these  press¬ 
ing  questions  must  be  answered.  If 
you  think  BLS  is  too  serious  and 
demanding,  let  us  save  you.  After 
all  four  out  of  five  doctors  recom¬ 
mend  us  for  that  premature  heart 
attack  you’re  going  to  have  if  you 
don’t  lighten  up. 

If  you  have  something  funny 
to  say,  or  nothing  to  say  but  in  a 
funny  way,  or  once  in  a  while  can 
crack  a  smile,  then  join  the  only 
humor  magazine  Boston  Latin 
School  will  ever  have!  You’ll  never 
be  part  of  a  better  bunch  of  highly 
informed,  intellectual  people. 


HIS  &  HER 

HAIR 

STYLING 


763  CENTRE  ST. 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 
MASS.  02130 


TUESDAY  -  SATURDAY 


524-3416 


'nnufo  GMbsr 

Est.  1910 


Individual  and  class  instruction; 
voice  and  all  instruments.  Theory 
and  ensembles.  Music  therapy  for 
special  needs. 

482-7494 

Between  Berkeley  &  Clarendon 
Streets  in  Boston’s  South  End 

34  Warren  Avenue,  Boston 


r^TvutagTFish^i 

j  of  Boston^ 

q  Enjoy  legendary  dining 
Sj  at  Jamaica  Plain's 

I  landmark  restaurant. 

► 

|  Exquisitely  prepared 

j  local  seafood  plus 

specials  are  served 

|  daily  at  lunch. 

► 

Catering  •  Take-out 
Monday  -  Thursday  1 2-1 0  pm 
Friday  and  Saturday  12-11  pm 
Sunday  4-10  pm 

707  Centre  Street,  Jamaica  Plain 

J  (617)  983-FISH  (3474) 
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School  Politics 


The  decision  on  which  candi¬ 
date  to  choose  was  probably  one  of 
the  toughest  ever  for  everyone. 
While  I  slowly  read  my  choices  in 
the  preliminary  election  ballot,  I 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  flawless 
qualifications  of  all  the  candidates; 
everyone  who  was  running  was 
more  than  qualified  to  serve  the 
office.  As  I  contemplated  over 
who  to  vote  for,  I  realized  that 
whatever  happened,  the  Class 
would  win. 

I  would  like  to  praise  every¬ 
one  who  ran;  by  running,  you 
unselfishly  offered  to  help  the  se¬ 
nior  class  which  the  act  itself  shows 
your  benevolence  in  sacrificing 


for  the  Class.  I  would  like  to  take 
the  opportunity  (at  David’s  ex¬ 
pense)  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
everyone,  those  who  helped  me  in 
the  campaign,  those  who  supported 
me.  You  have  done  more  for  me 
than  I  feel  I  deserved.  Thank  you. 
I  will  try  my  best  to  make  this  year 
one  of  the  best  ever. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  when 
the  senior  class  needs  all  the  help 
they  can  get  with  the  application 
process.  The  first  questions  we  may 
have  are,  “Which  college  should  I 
apply  to?”  “What  tests  do  I  need  to 


Raymond  Li  looking  very 
important. 


take?”  “What  are  the  deadlines?” 
We  will  compile  a  collection  of 
college  information  material  and 
essays,  and  distribute  this  amoung 
the  class.  Hopefully,  this  archive 
will  also  be  used  for  future  classes. 

Although  I  have  a  title,  you, 
my  fellow  classmates,  are  the  true 
leaders  of  this  school.  In  reality, 
you  have  as  much  of  an  influence 
in  the  schools  decisions  as  I  have. 
Whatever  problems  or  suggestions 
that  you  may  have,  I  will  always  be 
available  for  you.  It  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference  to  me  whether  you  are  sev¬ 


The  Student  Body... 


Vice  President 
Mari  Guarino 

Most  everyone  with  whom  I 
have  interracted  has  shown  inter¬ 
est  in  the  idea  of  unifying  the  BLS 
community,  to  create  a  stronger 
whole.  However  interest  alone  does 
not  bring  around  change.  Now  is 
the  time  when  we  must  all  make  an 
effort  to  put  action  behind  our 
words.  By  opening  our  words,  put 
aside  our  prejudices  and  work  with 
one  another.  There  is  a  lot  we  can 
do  to  help  the  BLS  community. 

If  anyone,  regardless  of  class, 
feels  dissatisfied  or  is  angry  with 
what  is  going  on  the  BLS  status 
quo,  I  encourage  those  persons  to 
come  and  express  those  concerns 
to  me  instead  of  making  remarks 
that  intensify,  anger,  and  separat¬ 
ism  througout  BLS. 

The  class  of  1995  is  diverse 
and  extremely  gifted.  Wehave  the 
opportunity  to  flourish  and  with 
support  and  talents.  I  am  confident 
that  we  will. 

My  homeroom  is  104, 1  en¬ 
courage  you  to  find  me  if  you  have 
any  questions,  concerns,  or  sug¬ 
gestions.  Thanks. 

VOTE  ‘94 


Class  Treasurer 
Sharifa  Anderson 

I  would  like  to  formally  thank 
all  of  my  fellow  classmates,  who 
voted  for  me.  I  really  appreciate 
you  putting  your  trust  in  me,  and  I 
can  ensure  you  that  your  vote  will 
not  go  in  vain  because  I  will  work 
my  hardest  to  see  that  each  of  us 
are  rewarded  for  being  graduating 
seniors  from  Boston  Latin  School. 
It  hasn’t  been  easy,  so  for  hanging 
in  there  -  we  should  be  recognized. 

There  were  many  times  in  the 
last  six  years,  when  I  couldn’  t  imag¬ 


ine  sticking  around  to  be  a  senior 
here.  I  certainly  never  imagined 
running  for  office,  and  more  than 
that  I  would  never  have  imagined 
winning,  but  I  strongly  felt  that 
something  needed  to  be  done  about 
the  way  we,  as  a  class,  feel  about 
each  other  and  the  way  we  feel 
about  our  school.  One  of  my  major 
goals  is  to  organize  several  differ¬ 
ent  fund  raising  activities,  that  will 
not  only  bring  us  together,  but  also 
help  us  to  raise  scholarship  money 
to  further  our  education. 

My  experience,  here  at  BLS 
has  been  far  less  than  perfect.  But 
I  read  somewhere  that  our  mis¬ 
takes  give  us  encouragement  to 
improve  -  and  that  has  been  my 
inspiration  through  the  hard  times. 
I  hope  that  everyone  can  see  their 
mistakes  in  this  optimistic  way, 
because  it’s  the  only  thing  that  can 
help  you  to  make  it.  And  don’t  ever 
feel  like  you  don’t  qualify  to  be 
here,  because  you  earned  your  seat 
at  this  school  -  whether  you  choose 
to  make  the  best  of  it  is  entirely  up 
to  you. 


Class  Committee 
Chairperson 

Nabulungi  Mack-Williams 

Wow,  by  four  votes? 

I’m  not  sure  how  I  did  it  (could  it 
have  been  those  cheesy  posters?),  but 
thank  you,  nevertheless,  for  voting  for 
me. 

Most  people  do  not  know  what 
the  job  or  even  purpose  of  class  com¬ 
mittee  is.  However,  this  is  not  because 
we  do  not  do  anything,  but  rather  that 
what  our  job  entails  is  usually  done 
inconspicuously. 

One  could  say  that  class  commit¬ 
tee  is  like  the  backbone  of  senior  class. 
We  hold  the  students  together  and  make 
sure  that  everything  functions  okay. 
There  are  twelve  members  total,  one 
chairperson  (me)  included,  and  eleven 
of  these  members  are  appointed  to 
different  homerooms.  Individually, 
they  are  responsible  for  carrying  out 
particular  responsibilities,  such  as  dis¬ 
tributing  and  then  collecting  papers 
that  concern  R-7  sign-out.  As  a  body, 
we  represent  our  entire  class  in  and 
outside  of  school,  particularly  in  vol¬ 
unteer  activities.  In  particular,  we  work 
directly  with  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Foundation  for  fundraising  for  schol¬ 
arships  and  Alumnae  contacts. 

This  year  one  of  our  main  objec¬ 
tives  is  to  raise  money  for  our  grade. 
Each  homeroom  is  assigned  a  class 
committee  member,  and  if  they  are  to 
keep  in  contact  with  you,  then  you  put 
them  in  contact  with  me. 


Class  Committee  Room  Assignments 


Ben  Allen 

101 

Marc  Ciriello 

102 

Myron  Allukian 

103 

Brendan  Greely 

104 

Owen  Kelliher 

130 

Darrel  Roberts 

131 

Eben 

Burnham-Snyder 

132 

Ino  Okoawo 

134 

Jay  Sereno 

135 

Jared  Simmons 

136 

Winnie  Chan 

137 

enth  graders  or  seniors,  all  your 
problems  have  equal  significance. 
Although  ,  technically.  I’m  called 
the  Class  President,  in  reality,  I  am 
a  representative  of  the  entire  stu¬ 
dent  body,  a  medium  between  the 
faculty  and  student  body. 

I  am  positive  that  this  year 
can  be  the  best.  We  probably  have 
one  of  the  most  dedicated  groups 
of  class  committee  members  and 
officers  ever.  I  am  positive  that 
this  year  can  be  the  best  if  we  work 
together.  Thank  You  All. 


|  Class  Secretary 
£  Kendra  Blackeiie 
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First  and  foremost  I  would 
like  to  thank  those  of  you  who 
voted  for  me.  To  all  I  give  my 
promise  of  hard  work,  dedication, 
and  spirit  in  getting  things  done. 
The  most  important  thing  right  now 
is  to  make  sure  all  of  us  get  our 
work  done  and  exit  this  school 
right.  There  is  so  much  to  be  done 
and  we  must  be  able  to  stay  on  top 
of  things. 

My  utmost  priority  this  year 
will  be  to  keep  this  class  informed 
so  that  we  can  no  longer  use  the 
excuse  that  wedidn’tknow.  I  would 
also  like  to  make  sure  that  each 
persons’  concerns  are  heard  and 
voiced  at  meetings.  Your  coopera¬ 
tion  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

As  I  look  back  on  my  years  at 
this  school  I  see  that  I  and  other 
members  of  my  class  have  come  a 
long  way.  Many  times  I  know  I 
wanted  to  give  up  because  every¬ 
one  seemed  to  do  so  much  better 
than  I  did-  they  all  seemed  to  be  on 
top  of  things.  I  know  that  some  of 
you  may  have  felt  the  same  way 
but  we  all  came  out  strong.  Now 
we  must  stand  up  and  be  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  school.  We  must  no  longer 
let  those  petty  differences  stand  in 
our  way  and  hinder  our  achieve¬ 
ment  as  a  class.  We  need  to  make 
ourselves  available  to  the  younger 
classes  and  make  them  see  that 
with  hard  work  and  determination 
they,  too,  can  make  it  this  far. 

For  those  of  you  in  the  younger 
classes  I  will  say  this:  Don’t  give 
up.  There  are  times  when  you  will 
feel  that  everyone  is  so  far  ahead  of 
you.  The  key  is  to  stay  on  top  of 
things,  stay  informed,  stay  aware. 
Do  not  let  anyone  tell  you  that  you 
cannot  do  the  work  because  if  you 
couldn’t  you  wouldn’t  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  attend  this 
school.  Believe  in  yourself  and  any¬ 
thing  can  be  accomplished. 


BLS  Argo,  October  1994 
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Features 


Senior  Stress 


•  Doris  Wong,  I 

Take  your  senior  pictures,  year- 
bode  papers  are  due,  self-evaluation 
papers  need  to  be  passed  in,  sign  up 
for  college  visitations....  what’snext? 
Sixies  think  they  have  it  hard  but 
they  don’t  know  half  of  it  All  of  us 
seniors  have  been  in  this  school  for 
four  years,  plus  making  it  through 
these  years  has  been  indeed  a  miracle. 
Everyone  remembers  Mr.  C’s  infa¬ 
mous  speech.. .’’look  to  your  right, 
look  to  your  left  and  by  the  time  you 
graduate  they  won’t  be 
here... "Fortunately,  he  was  off  by 
some,  most  of  us  survived.  Of  course 
there  were  times  we  just  wanted  to 
transfer  but  something  held  us  back. 

Our  senior  year  did  not  start 
perfectly.  First  things  first....No  se¬ 
nior  lounge... This  is  what  people  look 
forward  to  in  their  last  year  and  to 
not  have  it  is  a  great  disappointment. 
With  our  hectic  schedules  we  need 
senior  lounge  to  relax  and  without  it 


adds  to  our  ongoing  stress.  It’s  bad 
enough  that  we  are  sitting  in  a 
cramped  study,  but  trying  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  some  work  while  some 
people  are  making  irritating  sounds, 
like  vigorously  turning  pages  and 

" You  freak  out 
and  start  pulling 
out  your  hair ,  one  by 


tapping  their  pencil  tips.  At  least  the 
cafeteria  drowns  out  the  noises  and 
we  can  sit  in  a  faraway  comer  by 
ourselves.  I  think  I  speak  for  all 
seniors  saying  that  senior  lounge  is 
essential  in  our  daily  curriculum. 

Remember  the  hot  summer 
days,  when  you  wish  you  were  on 
the  beach  feeling  the  cool  wind  from 
the  waves  and  relaxing  in  the  sun 


while  getting  on  all  over  tan.  Then 
by  some  ugly  twist  of  fate  you  were 
stuck  with  a  summer  job,  whether  it 
be  flipping  burgers  or  hidden  away 
in  some  filing  room,  hoping  to  make 
some  extra  cash.  By  the  end  of  the 
summer  you  save  up  a  good  amount 
of  money,  minus  your  expenses  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer,  you  go  shopping, 
buy  all  you  can  afford  for  school  and 
you  are  left  with  around  $20.  Then 
you  come  back  to  school  in  a  blissful 
mood,  only  to  find  out  you  totally 
forgot  about  your  senior  pictures, 
yearbook  payments,  club  dues,  test 
registration  fees....the  list  goes  on 
and  on.  You  freak  out  and  start 
pulling  out  your  hair,  one  by  one. 
You  don’ t  feel  the  pain  but  you  know 
it’s  there.  Now  the  only  thing  you 
can  look  forward  to  is  college  but 
you  realize  that  when  you  go  off  to 
college  you  are  the  FRESHMAN 
again  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile.  Then 
you  ask  yourself....why  me? 


The  First  Day 


•  Caltlin  Kuhlman,  VI 

I  stood  there  staring  up  at  the 
huge  pillars  surrounding  the  front 
door  of  Boston  Latin  School  and 
thought  to  myself,  “Wow.  This  place 
is  big.”  I  gathered  my  strength  , 
walked  up  the  steps  and  through  t  he 
front  door.  It  was  my  first  day  here. 
I  wasa  sixie,  and  I  was  scared.  “Hey,” 
I  told  myself,  “What  are  you  afraid 
of  ?This  is  just  a  school.  I’ll  be  fine.” 
However,  as  I  glanced  around  me,  I 
wasn’t  so  sure.  “It’s  okay  .  Think 
positive.  Just  go  find  your 
homeroom,”  I  kept  reassuring  my¬ 
self  as  I  set  off  to  find  it. 

I  managed  to  find  my 
homeroom,  and  cautiously  entered. 
Not  a  familiar  face  there.  “This  is 
just  great,”  I  said  under  my  breath.  I 
walked  over  to  a  table  that  wily  had 
one  girl  sitting  at  it,  and  sat  down.  I 
didn’t  make  any  attempts  at  conver¬ 
sation.  She  didn’t  either ,  and  we  sat 
there  in  silence  until  the  bell  finally 
rang  and  my  homeroom  teacher 
walked  in. 

We  had  a  long  homeroom  pe¬ 
riod,  and  it  was  pretty  boring.  When 
it  finally  ended,  I  rushed  out  of  the 
room  and  looked  at  my  schedule. 
Monday  first  period  was  Math,  sol 
began  to  head  for  room  231.  It  took 
me  until  I  was  passing  229  to  realize 
that  it  was  Thursday,  and  first  period 


was  English  in  room  204.  “W  hat  a 
great  way  to  start  my  first  day,”  I  said 
out  loud.  Then  the  bell  rang.  I  was 
late  for  English. 

Believe  it  or  not,  I  made  it  to 
the  rest  of  my  classes  on  time.  My 
teachers  were  ok,  as  far  as  teachers 
go,  but  some  were,  well,  wacko. 
Things  went  on  like  that  until  lunch. 

As  I  had  expected,  the  cafeteria 
was  huge,  and  crowded.  I  looked 
around  franticly  for  someone  I  knew, 
but  I  found  no  one.  So,  I  sat  down 
alone  and  started  to  eat.  By  now  I 
was  ready  to  transfer.  This  place 
was  too  big  and  confusing.  At  this 
point ,  going  to  a  tiny,  overprotected 
private  school  seemed  like  heaven. 

Then  the  girl  who  sat  next  to  me 
in  homeroom  came  over.  “Hi,”  she 


said  nervously. 

“Hi,”  I  answered. 

“I’m  Samantha.  You’re  Kate, 
right?” 

“Uh-hu.”  Geez.  I  must  have 
sounded  like  a  total  idiot.  “How  do 
you  like  it  here  so  far?”  It  was  the 
only  thing  I  could  think  of  to  say. 

“Well...” 

“I  know.  It’s  pretty  tough.” 

“Pretty  tough?!  My  schedule  is 
all  messed  up,  and  I  went  to  the 
wrong  room  for  music,  so  I  ended  up 
sitting  in  ninth  grade  English  until 
the  teacher  got  around  to  taking  at¬ 
tendance!” 

I  laughed.  I  guess  some  people 
were  worse  off  than  me. 

“I  don’t  know,”  I  said.  “It  isn’t 
too  bad,  I  guess.” 


James  Holland,  I 


Senior  Year 


•  Sandra  Hilly,  I 

Term  papers,  deadlines,  year¬ 
book  pictures,  applications,  college 
essays,  more  homework  than  is  con¬ 
ceivable,  bad  coffee,  early  morn¬ 
ings,  nights  of  maybe  five  hours  if 
your  lucky.  And  while  dealing  with 
all  of  this,  you’re  supposed  to  be 
civil  to  humankind,  even  though  all 
you  really  want  to  do  is  find  a  se¬ 
cluded  comer  to  curl  up  into  a  ball 
and  hide. 

Almost  three  weeks  into  to  se¬ 
nior  year,  and  I’m  already  getting 
nostalgic.  I  promised  myself  that  I’d 
never  be  one  of  “those  seniors”  who 
gets  all  sentimental  and  walks  around 
starry-eyed  for  the  rest  of  the  year 
tripping  down  memory  lane. 

Alas,  there  I  was  the  other  day, 
in  front  of  my  locker,  thinking  of 
how  I  will  miss  those  mornings  when 


I  would  get  into  school  at  7:51  and 
dash  to  get  everything  I  needed  from 
my  locker  and  jam  my  winter  jacket 
in.  How  everything  at  that  moment 
chose  to  leap  out  of  my  locker,  attack 
me,  and  fall  ever  so  gracefully  into  a 
hideous  mess  on  the  floor.  Needless 
to  say,  the  late  bell  would  always 
ring  when  I  cleaned  up  and  jammed 
everything  back  into  my  locker, 
where  it  would  stay,  until  2pm  that 
day  when  the  vicious  cycle  repeated 
itself. 

I  guess  the  best  way  to  sum  up 
my  audited  about  senior  year  is  that 
I  have  a  love-hate  thing  with  BLS. 
Love  because  I’ve  spent  six  years 
here  and  the  place  has  become  so 
familiar,  and  hate  because  of  all  the 
senseless  things  that  we  have  had  to 
experience  and  to  which  we  adhere. 


Memories  of  Sixie  Year 


•  Amelia  Auborg,  V 


Veni,  Vidi,  Vici.  That’s  all  I 
have  to  say  about  last  year.  I  came,  I 
saw,  I  conquered.  From  walking  up 
the  steps  of  BLS  to  the  end  of  my 
final  exams  in  June,  I  can  finally  say 
the  year  was  a  success.  Boston  Latin 
School  taught  me  the  meaning  of 
work,  life,  and  struggle.  Before  I 
came,  I  didn’t  know  the  meaning  of 
the  word  work.  After  last  year,  I 
know  it  all  too  well. 

I  learned  about  putting  my  best 
effort  into  my  work  and  succeeding. 
I  learned  also  that  getting  there  was 
no  easy  journey.  I  can  truly  say  if  you 
sit  and  listen  to  the  teachers  at  BLS, 
they  actually  make  some  kind  of 
sense. 

I  also  learned  about  people. 
People  are  the  most  essential  part  of 


BLS.  They  mold  and  sculpt  what 
makes  the  school.  BLS  is  a  school 
not  only  of  high  teaching  but  of 
diversity  and  different  points  of  view. 
BLS  is  our  school.  If  we  want  it  to 
succeed,  we  must  make  it  so. 

Another  important  aspect  I 
learned  at  BLS  is  change.  Change  is 
good  for  the  heart  and  the  soul.  With¬ 
out  change,  we  would  be  nowhere 
and  confused.  Change  is  what  keeps 
people  going,  what  people  work  for 
and  strive  for,  hanges  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  for  the  school  and  for  us.  We 
must  leant  to  adapt  to  changes  or 
we’ll  always  be  wondering  at  the 
back  of  the  bus. 

I  can  finally  say  au  revoir  to 
sixie  year  and  !Hola!  to  fivesie  year. 
Going  into  fivesie  year  offers  a  new 
outlook  on  things.  New  people,  ad¬ 
ventures,  and  conquests  await  fivesie 
year. 


A  Letter  to  Sixies  and  B-sies 


•  Marla  Dubrowskl,  III 

My  sincerest  congrats  to  those 
of  you  who  have  successfully  com¬ 
pleted  your  first  two  months  at  BLS. 
Now  that  you’ve  had  a  taste  of  Latin 
School  life,  I  am  sure  that  many  of 
you  are  more  than  ready  to  call  it 
quits.  There’s  too  much  hard  work, 
the  teachers  are  mean,  and  you  don’t 
have  any  classes  with  your  friends. 
Life  stinks.  You  want  to  transfer. 
Well,  I’m  just  writing  to  say 
...DON’T  !!! 

The  worst  is  over!  I’m  not  try¬ 
ing  to  say  that  the  work  is  going  to 
get  easier,  because  it’s  not  What  I 
am  trying  to  say  is  that  the  biggest 
part  of  your  emotional  battle  is  over. 

I’ll  never  forget  my  first  few 
months  here  as  a  sixie.  Nothing  I  had 
been  through  in  the  past  had  even 
come  close  to  preparing  me  for  Latin 


School.  One  day,  I  was  a  happy 
sixth-grader  w/  a  whole  bunch  of 
sixth-grade  friends  and  teachers  who 
were  fairly  lenient  and  understand¬ 
ing.  The  next  day,  fate  threw  me  into 
the  place  of  emotional  chaos  known 
as  BLS-The  Great  Mixing  Pot.  From 
the  moment  I  walked  into  the  school, 
I  felt  intimidated  by  the  size  of  the 
building,  by  the  formality  of  the  pro¬ 
cedures,  by  the  seemingly  huge  up¬ 
per  classmen,  and,  most  of  all,  by  the 
auditorium.  I  felt  so  small,  so  insig¬ 
nificant,  surrounded  by  those  four 
great  walls.  Who  was  I  to  take  part  in 
an  instruction  that  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  centuries  ago,  and  that  had 
played  a  large  role  in  the  making  of 
our  nation?  After  all,  it  was  the  school 
of  some  our  country’s  greatest  men. 


such  as  Benjamin  Franklin.  I  felt  like 
just  shriveling  up  and  disappearing 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  thought 
that  no  one  would  care. 

However,  as  I  sat  there,  listen¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Contompasis’  speech,  I 
realized  that  every  other  sixie  who 
was  sitting  in  the  auditorium  and  all 
the  sixie  before  me  must  have  felt  the 
same  way  I  did.  I  realized  that  life 
had  dealt  me  a  hand  with  numerous 
possibilities.  If  I  failed,  things  would 
have  been  easier,  but  I  probably  never 
again  would  have  had  the  chance  to 
explore  those  opportunities.  Deep 
inside,  I  felt  Mr.  Contompasis  and 
350  years  of  Latin  School  tradition 
daring  me  to  accept  the  challenge  - 
daring  me  to  play  my  cards  well  to 
become  great.  Looking  once  more 


upon  the  walks  with  dazzled  eyes, 
and  then  at  the  big  blank  spot  on  the 
rear  wall,  I  decided  that  my  name 
could  be  on  that  wall,  and  I  accepted 
the  challenge. 

To  this  day,  I  have  not  once 
regretted  my  decision.  I  stuck  it  out 
with  my  classmates,  and  together, 
we  survived  the  perils  of  sixie  year, 
relying  cm  each  other  for  support  and 
reassurance.  Now  we  have  become  a 
part  of  the  bigger  picture,  just  as 
many  sixie  classes  have  before  us. 
Already  we  are  opening  doors  for 
our  future. 

I  am  now  challenging  you  to 
continue  the  legacy.  Every  one  of  us 
has  passed  an  exam  to  get  into  this 
school,  and  every  one  of  us  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  handling  the  work,  if  we  set 


our  minds  to  it.  Remember  -  you  are 
not  alone;  there  are  over  2,000  other 
people  here  willing  to  help.  Even  the 
teachers  turn  out  to  be  decent  people, 
if  you  just  give  them  a  chance. 
There’s  help  out  there  -  don’t  throw 
it  away! 

As  for  the  B-sies,  I  realize  that 
the  adjustment  has  been  even  harder 
for  you.  In  addition  to  familiarizing 
yourselves  with  the  new  building, 
you  have  to  added  challenge  of  break¬ 
ing  into  old  circles  of  friends.  Don’t 
worry  through  -  it’s  not  impossible! 
Latin  School  students  have  been 
doing  it  for  years,  and  so  can  you. 

Once  again  -  Don’t  give  up! 
Senior  year  rolls  around  more  quickly 
than  you  think! 

On  behalf  of  all  the  members  of 
Class  IE,  I  would  like  to  welcome 
you,  and  extend  a  belated  welcome 
to  all  the  B-sies  in  our  grade. 


Melissa  Hanes,  I 
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New  Faces 


Ms.  Lewis  Ms.  Holder  Ms.  Stratman 


•  Lisa  DeBenedictis,  VI 

Many  students  here  know  of 
the  kind  and  friendly  teacher  Ms. 
Lewis.  Although  this  is  her  first 
year  teaching  at  Boston  Latin  it  is 
not  her  first  time  in  the  building. 

Ms.  Sherry  Mary 
Lewis  was  bom  in  the 
South  End,  and  lived 
there  as  a  child.  Ms. 

Lewis  went  to  el¬ 
ementary  school  at 
Elliot  School.  She 
went  to  high  school 
right  here  at  Boston 
Latin  ,  entering  in  the 
seventh  grade.  After 
graduating  from  here  with  average 
to  high  grades,  she  moved  on  to 
UMass  Amherst,  her  choice  for 
her  college  education. 

Ms.  Lewis  always  wanted  to 
be  a  Latin  or  Greek  teacher.  She 
liked  Latin,  but  says  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult,  too.  Ms  Lewis  chose  Latin  to 
teach  for  three  reasons:  the  lan¬ 
guage  was  fam  iliar  to  her,  she  liked 
it,  and  by  teaching  she  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  learn.  Her  favorite  teach¬ 
ers  and  mentors  were,  and  still  are, 


•  Lai  Kam  Mui,  III 

There  is  a  new  gym  teacher 
named  Carlos  J uan  Nieves  at  BLS . 
Mr.  Nieves  grew  up  in  Clinton, 
Mass,  and  often  played  sports  with 
the  three  brothers  in  his  family.  He 
graduated  from  UMASS  Amherst 
in  1972.  For  the  first  two  years  of 
college,  he  majored  in  history,  but 
changed  his  major  to  phys-  ed  dur¬ 
ing  his  sophomore  year.  He  and  his 
wife,  also  a  phys.-ed  teacher,  have 
4  daughters.  In  his  spare  time,  he 
enjoys  football  and  track. 

Prior  to  coming  to  BLS,  he 
worked  at  Jeremiah  E.  Burke 
School  in  Dorchester  for  20  years. 
Being  unhappy  with  the  work  con¬ 
ditions,  students,  and  people  with 
whom  he  worked  at  the  school,  he 
decided  that  it  was  time  for  a 
change.  Therefore,  he  applied  for  a 
transfer  to  either  BLS  or  BL  A  (Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  Academy).  He  was  quite 
surprised  that  there  was  an  open- 


Mr.  Salterio  and  Professor  Cleary 
from  UMass. 

Ms.  Lewis  never  expected  to 
be  teaching  at  Boston  Latin.  She 
enjoys  teaching  here  and  would 
like  to  continue 
teaching  at  BLS. 
The  class  she  likes 
to  teach  the  most  is 
first  year  Latin. 
Ms.  Lewis  likes  to 
introduce  Latin  to 
the  students  and 
give  them  a  lasting 
impression.  She 
does  not  want  the 
seventh  graders  to  be  afraid  of 
Latin,  and  she  recommends  study¬ 
ing  a  lot. 

Ms.  Lewis  says  that  the  school 
has  changed  since  she  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  here.  “There  are  programs 
now  that  didn’t  exist  to  give  stu¬ 
dents  help  if  they  are  not  doing 
well  in  a  certain  subject.”  Ms. 
Lewis  is  pursuing  her  Ph.D.  in  the 
classics,  “hopefully  at  Harvard,” 
she  said. 


ing  at  BLS. 

His  philosophy  is  to  teach  stu¬ 
dents  how  to  handle  all  sports  and 
how  to  be  proficient  in  them.  He 
said,  “Health  is  a  stepping  stone 
for  the  athletics.”  Students  learn 
about  functions  of  the  body,  basic 
first-aid,  and  proper  needs  for  the 
body.  When  they’re  on  teams,  they 
get  to  learn  to  play  a  sport  profes¬ 
sionally.  He  hopes  that  if  they  are 
good  at  that  sport,  students  will 
have  more  opportunities  for  schol¬ 
arships. 


•  Chana  Ewing,  V 

Ms.  Holder  may  be  a  new 
teacher  to  this  school,  but  she  al¬ 
ready  knows  the  school  all  too 
well.  This  new  master  is  a  former 
studentfrom  the  class  of  1987.  She 
says  that  she  had  not  planned  on 
coming  back  to  the  high  school 
from  which  she  graduated  but  she 
had  the  opportunity  and  decided  to 
take  it  Ms.Holder  had  planned  on 
going  to  medical  school  next  year, 
but  she  says  that  she’ll  see  how  this 
year  goes,  and  she  may  return  to 
BLS  instead. 

Ms.  Holder  says  she’d  like  to 
give  something  back  to  the  stu¬ 
dents.  ‘This  school  is  a  hard  school 
and  I  have  been  through  it  all,”  she 
says,  ‘The  school  needs  someone 
that  the  kids  can  look  at  and  say  ‘if 
she  made  it  I  can.  ’I  will  hopefully 
be  their  motivator.” 


Since  this  is  her  first  year 


teaching  and  some  of  her  students 
are  new  as  well,  she  hopes  they  can 
help  each  other  out 


I  asked  Ms.  Holder  what  she 
hopes  her  students  will  have 
learned  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Her 
response  was,  “I  basically  hope 
they  learn  the  subject  I  want  to 
have  interacted  with  all  my  stu¬ 
dents  and  have  taught  them  that 
learning  can  be  fun.  School  doesn  ’  t 
have  to  be  a  drag,  learning  doesn’t 
have  to  be  blah,  blah,  blah.  That  it 
is  okay  to  interact  with  the  teacher 
and  it’s  okay  for  me  to  interact 
with  them.” 

I  then  went  on  to  ask  what  she 
will  do  if  she  comes  across  a  stu¬ 
dent  that  does  not  like  math  or  does 
not  want  to  leam  it.  The  deter¬ 
mined  teacher  replied  “I  will  find  a 
way  to  make  math  fun  for  them,  so 
they  will  want  to  leam  the  subject. 
If  a  child  does  well  in  a  subject  at 
least  one  time,  it’s  a  confidence 
builder,  because  they  know  if  they 
could  do  it  once  they  can  do  it 
again.” 

Ms.  Holder  says  that  she  has 
gotten  many  ideas  from  other  math 
teachers,  and  that  maybe  she  would 
like  to  start  a  math  beat.  She  also 
says  that  since  she  has  gotten  here 
the  teachers  have  been  very  sup¬ 
portive  and  she  doesn’t  have  any 
complaints. 

Although  Ms.  Holder  likes 
teaching  math,  she  says  that  she 
would  love  to  teach  Biology,  since 
Micro-Biology  was  her  major  in 
college. 

“But  teaching  is  teaching,”  she 
says,  “and  although  it  is  challeng¬ 
ing,  it  is  also  fun  and  I  like  to  be 
challenged.” 


•  Rossana  Lau,  IV 

“I  have  wanted  to  be  a  teacher 
since  I  was  a  very  little  girl,”  says 
24  year  old  Robin  Stratman.  This 
young  and  new  teacher  from  the 
class  of  1988  is  teaching  Civics, 
US  History,  and 
Modern  European 
History.  She  ex¬ 
plains  that  she  en¬ 
joys  teaching  at  BLS 
“because  while  there 
is  a  great  mix  of 
people  here,  there  is 
also  a  unified  sense 
of  purpose,  commu¬ 
nity,  and  tradition.”  She  also  says 
that  she  thinks  “Latin  School  does 
a  job  that  is  even  more  important 
than  ensuring  that  students  here 
get  into  the  ‘best’  colleges.” 

Miss  Stratman  taught  in  BLS 
for  a  few  months  last  year  when 
Mr.  Benninati  retired,  but  this  is 
her  first  full  year.  She  enjoys  work¬ 
ing  with  young  children,  and  when 
asked  about  “hidden  talents,”  she 
mentioned  that  she  loves  to  cook. 
Miss  Stratman  says  that  while  at 
BLS,  she  and  her  friends  were  a 


•  Marguerite  Foley,  V 

Many  of  you  know  Mr. 
Hannigan  as  the  “hall  monitor”  on 
the  side  of  the  building.  He 
may  seem  as  if  he  is  always  there, 
but  he’s  not.  Mr.  Hannigan  is  my 
English  teacher  for  this,  my  fivesie 
year.  Mr.  Hannigan  is  a  strict  and 
reliable  teacher.  For  younger  stu¬ 
dents,  English  seems  to  be  a  fairly 
easy  class,  especially  for  those  who 


“diverse,  but  tightly  knit  group.” 
She  continues  to  enjoy  many  of  the 
strong  relationship  she  made  here. 
Coincidentally,  her  bestfriend  from 
high  school,  Miss  Lewis,  is  also  a 
new  teacher  here. 

When  asked 
about  the  teachers 
here,  she  said  care¬ 
fully,  “the  teachers 
are  very  support¬ 
ive,  they  tell  what 
is  ahead,  and  it  is 
funny  to  be  meet¬ 
ing  my  old  teach¬ 
ers  in  a  new  context  I  appreciate, 
and  I  continue  to  appreciate  the 
enthusiasm,  advice,  and  support  of 
my  teachers  - 1  still  draw  on  their 
knowledge  for  a  lot  of  things.” 

‘The  students  at  BLS  are  great 
-  they  are  very  warm,  and  have 
done  a  lot  to  make  me  feel  com¬ 
fortable.  They  constantly  surprise 
me  with  their  suggestions  and 
thoughtful  opinions.” 

And  what  do  the  "kids”  have  to 
say  about  their  teacher  -  "She  is 
nicer  because  she  is  closer  to  our 

^  it 

age. 


speak  it  as  a  first  language,  but  Mr. 
Hannigan  tries  to  make  his  class  a 
challenge.  And  he  succeeds. 

Mr.  Hannigan  is  a  traditional 
teacher  with  traditional  taste.  If 
you  don’t  have  your  homework 
with  you  or  you  didn’t  do  your 
homework,  points  will  be  taken  off 
your  homework  grade,  and  only  on 
very  rare  occasions  may  they  be 
made  up. 

Like  most  teachers  at  BLS, 
Mr.  Hannigan  has  approximately 
1 50  students,  yet  he  cares  about  all 
of  them  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He 
makes  sure  he  is  available  for  ques¬ 
tions  to  be  asked  whether  it  be  in 
class,  after  class,  or  after  school. 

Mr.  Hannigan  is  out  to  see  that 
his  students  are  working  hard  and 
doing  their  best 
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Summer  Torture? 


List  Needs  Fine  Tuning 


Summer  Reading  -  NO 


•  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  III 

Summer.  Those  delirious 
two  months  when  one  has  time... 
time  to  take  a  slow  walk  down 
Newbury  Street,  to  talk  for  hours 
with  a  friend,  to  read  for  pleasure. 
Unfortunately,  while  glancing  at  my 
required  summer  reading  list,  read¬ 
ing  for  pleasure  did  not  come  to 
mind.  Tedium,  perhaps.  Four  hun¬ 
dred  page  books  written  by  people 
dead  for  decades,  certainly.  This  sum¬ 
mer,  as  for  so  many  summers  before, 

I  had  to  force  myself  to  read  those 
endless  seven  books. 

I  am  not  suggesting  that 
every  book  on  the  list  was  boring, 
nor  am  I  implying  that  a  required 
book  list  should  be  page  after  page  of 
light,  fun  novels.  However,  there 
have  been  good,  thoughtful  books 
written  in  the  past  decade  that  would 
be  appropriate  for  high  school  stu¬ 
dents.  Too  often  I  found  myself  won¬ 
dering  what  on  earth  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  Amory  Blaine,  the 
main  character  in  This  Side  of  Para¬ 
dise,  had  to  do  with  my  life.  Yes,  I 
see  the  “universal  struggle”.  Yes,  I 
appreciate  the  “Fine  craftsmanship 
of  one  of  this  century’s  most  per¬ 
fectly  constructed  novels.”  Yet  I  still 
have  trouble  understanding  why  the 
English  department  feels  that  I  should 
identify  with  a  privileged  young  man 
who  went  to  Princeton,  bounced  from 
one  “true  love”  to  another,  then  be¬ 
came  depressed  and  pondered  the 
meaning  of  life,  apparently  as  a  full¬ 
time  profession.  This  year’s  sixies 
will  graduate  in  the  year  2000.  How 
do  books  like  that  prepare  them,  or 
any  of  us,  for  the  world  today? 

It  is  unclear  when  the  book 
list  was  compiled.  Looking  at  the 
copyright  dates  I  can  guess  quite  a 
while  ago,  with  a  few  recent  addi¬ 
tions.  Remembering  the  history  of 


Latin  School  as  an  all-boys  school  is 
important  in  understanding  who  the 
book  list  must  be  updated.  Girls  have 
become  a  part  of  the  culture  of  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School.  There  are  books  by 
women  on  the  lists,  but  a  good  per¬ 
centage  of  the  books  are  about  men. 
The  book  list  does  not  accurately 
represent  the  population  of  Latin 
School  in  the  authors  or  the  subjects. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  females  cannot 
or  should  not  read  coming-of-age 
books  about  males,  or  vice-versa. 
Still,  books  should  bring  us  a  better 
understanding  of  ourselves,  not  men 
in  the  19th  century. 

I  sympathize  with  the  En¬ 
glish  department.  Rewriting  book 
lists  for  six  classes  of  students  is  a 
massive  job.  The  responsibility 
should  not  necessarily  be  theirs  alone. 
Perhaps  the  alumni  could  be  con¬ 
sulted.  Perhaps  various  colleges 


"Don't  put  recently  writ¬ 
ten  books  on  our  book  list 
simply  to  pacify  us,  but,  by 
the  same  token,  don't 
assume  that  a  book  is  an 
important  classic  simply 
because  it  is  old. " 


could  be  contacted  and  asked  what 
kinds  of  books  they  feel  would  be 
appropriate.  Perhaps  a  few  thought¬ 
ful,  quality  books  (not  The  Firm  or 
other  enjoyable  but  mindless  nov¬ 
els)  could  be  included  that  students 
actually  request.  Whatever  the 
change,  some  sort  of  reform  much 
be  enacted.  Don’t  put  recently  writ¬ 
ten  books  on  our  book  list  simply  to 
pacify  us,  but,  by  the  same  token, 
don’t  assume  that  a  book  is  an  im¬ 
portant  classic  simply  because  it  is 
old. 


•  Navy  Neng,  V 

Is  it  me  or  does  everyone 
else  think  that  summer  is  always 
ruined  by  the  schools  mandatory 
summer  reading  list?  I  think  that  we 
should  all  enjoy  the  summer  while  it 
lasts,  it  only  comes  around  once  a 
year.  It’s  bad  enough  that  we  should 
have  to  read  books  over  the  school 
year...  but  the  summer?  We  don’t 
want  to  be  sitting  on  the  beach  one 
second  and  the  next  second  saying 
to  ourselves ,  “Oh  man,  I  forgot  about 
my  reading  list!”  It  can  totally  ruin 
your  day  or  maybe  even  your  whole 
summer.  Who  wants  to  spend  their 
two  months  of  free  time  at  home 
reading  books  just  so  they  can  sat¬ 
isfy  their  teachers  in  September? 

I  recently  questioned  three 
BLS  students  about  what  they 
thought  of  reading  books  during  their 
summer  vacation.  One  member  of 
the  sixie  class  replied,  “We  are  in 
school  for  ten  months  already,  why 
do  we  have  to  read  on  our  summer 
vacation?  It’s  our  vacation  and  we 
should  do  what  we  want  and  not 
worry  about  school.”  A  member  of 
class  five  said,  “I  like  to  read  and 
everything,  but  when  I’m  lying  in 
the  sun,  I  don’t  want  to  think  about 


it.  Since  we  do  have  to  read,  we  want 
to  read  books  that  aren’t  so  boring.” 
As  I  questioned  a  member  of  class 
four,  he  responded,  “Although  it  is 
boring  for  kids,  I’m  sure  reading  can 
be  fundamental.  It  would  be  better  if 
they  lower  the  amount  to  Five  books 
because  more  kids  might  like  more 
free  time  on  their  vacation.”  I  think 
these  three  responses  might  be  com¬ 
ing  from  a  lot  of  the  students  at  BLS. 

As  for  me,  I  ha  ve  only  three 
propositions.  One  would  have  to  deal 
with  the  books(deFinitely).  They  are 
too  thick  and  you  can  never  seem  to 
Find  them  at  the  library,  or  anywhere 
else.  Most  importantly,  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  boring.  Also,  the  required 
amount  of  books  that  need  to  be  read 
should  be  lowered  to  perhaps  3  or  4. 
That  sounds  fair.  And  thirdly,  we 
should  choose  our  own  books,  rea¬ 
sonable  ones,  of  course.  If  we  got  to 
read  our  own  books,  many  students 
would  be  much  happier. 

I  think  that  the  English  De¬ 
partment  should  take  this  into  con¬ 
sideration  and  try  to  imagine  what  it 
would  feel  like  if  they  were  to  do  the 
same  work  during  their  own  summer 
vacation.  It  would  be  nice  to  see 
what  it  would  be  like  if  the  tables 
were  turned. 


Writer's 

Workshop 

•  Michael  Pastore,  V 

This  past  summer  at  UMass 
Boston  Harbor  campus,  there  was  a 
program  called  the  Boston  Writer’s 
Workshop.  It  was  funded  by  the  Writ¬ 
ing  Project  and  took  place  from  1 2:00 
-  4:00  pm.  Five  days  a  week.  An 
English  teacher  from  BLS,  Ms. 
O’Malley,  and  BLS  student  teach¬ 
ers,  Ms.  Hurvitz  and  Ms.  Guiffre 
worked  there  as  advisors  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  program. 

The  workshop  involved 
many  hours  of  intense  work,  includ¬ 
ing  homework  and  also  creative  writ¬ 
ing.  It  was  also  very  interesting  and 
informative,  with  a  visit  to  the 
Hemmingway  section  at  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Library,  an  author  named 
Aura  Sanchez  Garfunkel  coming  to 
entertain  us  with  her  poetry,  and  Lou 


"The  workshop  involved 
many  hours  of  intense 
work,  including  homework 
and  also  creative  writing. " 

Bemieri,  the  co-founder  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  along  with  Ms.  O’Malley, 
coming  to  help  us  improve  our  writ¬ 
ing  techniques. 

We  took  walks  around  the 
campus  to  Find  a  “perfect  writing 
spot”  and  had  follow-up  discussions 
of  what  we  wrote  there.  When  the 
two  weeks  came  to  an  end,  we  put  on 
a  short  play  that  we  wrote  ourselves 
and  read  some  of  our  Finished  pieces 
to  an  audience. 

Overall,  the  writer’s  work¬ 
shop  was  an  enriching  experience, 
and  perfect  for  anyone  who  likes  to 
write. 

The  Writers  Workshop  is 
going  to  perform  their  play  and  read 
their  original  works  at  UMass  on 
November  1 6.  Everyone  is  welcome. 
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Day:  November  24,  1 994  Ticke)s  Are  Being  So|d  At; 

(Thanksgiving  Day)  : 


MW] :  -AA03H — mt0H 

Time:  9:00  P.M. 

Nflffl  hAS&TF 

Place: 

ifeSK  :  CASTLE  HALL 

61  ARLINGTON  ST. 
BOSTON  MA. 

Price: 

:  SIOO(VIP)  $80 
$70  $60  $30 


YES  STATION  VIDEO  &  MUSIC 
28  KNEELAND  ST.  BOSTON,  MA  021 1 1 
TEL: 617-482- 1022 

YES  STATION 


1331  SILAS  DEANE  HWY  WETHERSFIEI 
CT.  06109  TEL: 203-563-2' 


ASIAN  AMERICAN  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
17  KNEELAND  ST  BOSTON  MA  021 1 1 
TEL  617  695-2800  FAX  617  695  2875 


10 


BLSArgo,  October  1994 


Forum 


To  Join  or  Not  to  Join 
That  is  the  Question 


•  Marie  McLaughlin,  I 

Here  at  Latin  School,  we  are 
provided  with  a  wide  range  of  ac¬ 
tivities.  There  are  sports,  musical 
groups,  student  government,  ev¬ 
ery  kind  of  club  and  of  course,  a 
school  newspaper.  On  one  hand, 
we  should  all  be  grateful  to  have 
such  a  variety  to  choose  from.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  difficult  to 
choose  more  than  two  or  three  ac¬ 
tivities,  especially  if  you  wish  to  be 
devoted  to  the  activity  and  excel  in 
it 

Let's  start  with  sports.  Every 
sport  in  Latin  school  requires  daily 
attendance.  There  aren’t  many  ex- 


”... poorly  run 
clubs. " 


ceptions  to  the  rule.  It  is  difficult  to 
get  a  day  off  for  valid  reason,  such 
as  a  doctor’s  appointment.  And  it 
is  certainly  impossible  to  missprac- 
tice  once  a  week  for  a  club  meet¬ 
ing.  There  is  also  the  fact  that  many 
Latin  athletes,  with  so  few  of  their 
own  athletic  facilities,  must  catch 
buses  immediately  after  school  to 
get  to  Daisy  field,  the  Murphy 
school  and  Cleveland  Circle.  So, 


when  opting  to  join  a  sport,  you  are 
left  hanging  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
hesitant  to  join  a  club  already  in 
progress. 

There  are  also  conflicts  that 
will  arrive  when  joining  a  musical 
group,  student  council,  or  the  tu¬ 
toring  program,  all  of  which  often 
meet  during  utility  period.  And 
taking  part  in  a  school  play  is  al¬ 
most  impossible  if  you  have  any 
other  commitment,  even  if  it’s  only 
once  a  week.  Y ou  can  not  let  down 
the  others  in  the  play  by  not  show¬ 
ing  up  when  you  have  to  go  to  a 
club  meeting. 

All  of  these  leave  Latin  School 
with  this  result:  poorly  run  clubs.  It 
isn’t  that  Latin  School  is  filled 
with  lazy,  uncommitted  students. 
It  is  however,  filled  with  club  presi¬ 
dents  who  have  to  be  at  basketball 
practice,  team  captains  who  are 
late  to  swimming  because  of  a  club 
meeting,  actors  who  m iss  rehearsal 
because  of  choir,  and  club  mem¬ 
bers  who  disappear  in  the  spring 
when  softball  rolls  around.  Or 
maybe  they  are  all  at  detention.  It 
seems  as  though  this  is  our  fate, 
until  someone  with  a  master  plan 
discovers  a  way  that  allows  us  to 
be  multiple  activity  participants. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


Puzzled  people  wander  the 
halls  of  BLS  clutching  slips  of 
white  paper  and  muttering, 
“Where  is  room  027?”  Is  this  sixie 
orientation  happening  again  in  Oc¬ 
tober?  No,  it  is  the  new  format  for 
parents’  open  house.  Dashing 
from  room  to  room  and  floor  to 
floor  (we  were  given  five  minutes 
rather  than  the  usual  four),  proved 
challenging  even  with  the  helpful 
assistance  available  at  every  cor¬ 
ner.  Overall  the  experience  was 
enjoyable  and  educational.  As  a 
parent,  I  appreciated  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  get  a  real  “feel”  for  my 
daughter’s  daily  experience  at 
Latin  School.  The  presentations 
by  the  teachers  were  polished  and 
informative.  I  wish  that  more  par¬ 
ents  had  taken  the  opportunity  to 
come.  In  some  classes  there  were 
only  a  handful.  Although  I  missed 
the  individual  feedback  that  we 
usually  get  at  teacher  conferences. 


every  teacher  indicated  a  time 
available  to  meet  with  or  talk  to 
parents  over  the  phone.  I  defi¬ 
nitely  did  not  miss  “line  surfing”, 
that  frantic  run  from  room  to  room, 
checking  for  the  shortest  line.  Al¬ 
together  I  thought  that  the  night 
was  a  great  success,  well  planned 
and  informative.  The  experience 
certainly  brought  back  memories 
of  high  school  days ...  the  sound 
of  the  PA  system  and  the  way  that 
teachers  could  pause  mid-sen¬ 
tence  and  pick  up  their  thought  at 
the  end  of  an  announcement 
(“there  will  be  no  lunch  served 
tonight”)...Trying  to  greet  friends 
in  hall  and  still  get  to  class  “on 
time”  ...  the  toilet  paper  chained 
and  padlocked  to  the  top  of  the 
girls’  room  stall  (???) 

Thanks  for  a  great  evening, 
Joann  Greenwood 


O'Malley  Strikes  Again 


•  Master  O'Malley 

The  article  by  Devone  Tucker 
in  the  June  ’94  issue  of  the  Argo 
cannot  be  ignored.  For  Devone  ac¬ 
cused  me  of  an  “expression  of  in¬ 
tolerance,”  and  even  of  “hatred.” 
Such  charges  are  childish ,  irrespon¬ 
sible  and  completely  off-base.  I 
have  no  hatred  or  malice  or  intoler¬ 
ance  for  any  human  being,  nor  do  I 
have  any  right  to  such  attitudes.  I 
have  a  right  and  a  duty,  however,  to 
exercise  good  example  to  young 
people  who  come  under  my  influ¬ 
ence,  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
willing  to  be  so  influenced.  Such 
good  example  includes  a  strong 
warning  against  dangerous  and  im¬ 
moral  conduct  which  can  only  lead 
to  disaster  and  destruction.  It  is  my 
perception  that  the  so-called  “gay- 
rights  movement”  has  little  or  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  civil  rights.  On  the 
contrary,  it  has  everything  to  do 
with  the  advancement  of  an  agenda 


that  includes  the  recruitment,  se¬ 
duction,  and  exploitation  of  young 
people.  Thisagenda  should  be  seen 
for  what  it  is,  and  should  be  op¬ 
posed  by  all  adults  in  positions  of 
responsibility.  May  I  also  add  that 
Devone  should  check  his  history. 
The  Irish  potato  famine  did  not 
occur  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  It 
occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
century.  Furthermore,  Devone’s 
statement  that  David  Scoundras 
called  for  my  firing  is  incorrect.  It 
was  David  LaFontaine  who  called 
a  press  conference  and  condemned 
me.  Finally,  Devone’s  attempt  at 
Biblical  interpretation  is  simply 
mistaken,  even  on  a  logical  basis 
alone.  The  fact  that  Jesus  did  not 
specifically  condemn  child  abuse, 
wife  beating,  or  drunk  driving,  for 
that  matter,  does  not  therefore  give 
one  the  right  to  argue  that  these 
types  of  human  conduct  are  allow¬ 
able  or  good. 


Thank  you, 
Mr.  O'Malley 

•  Devone  R.  Tucker,  I 


Thank  you,  Mr.  O’Malley.  I 
never  liked  being  ignored.  You  do 
have  the  right  to  your  “perception” 
that  the  gay  rights  movement  has 
little  if  any  connection  with  civil 
rights;  after  all.  The  Constitution 
does  allow  citizens  the  right  to  hold 
individual  opinions,  flawed  as  they 
may  be.  That  aside,  I  have  but  one 
question,  which  is  based  on  your 
statement  that  you  have  “no  hatred 
or  malice  or  intolerance  for  any 
human  being.”  Is  it  really  possible 
not  to  hate  a  person  while  detesting 
the  practices  in  which  that  person 
engages?  There  are  many  individu¬ 
als  who  believe  that  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  homosexuals  are  equally 
base. 

How  easy  is  it  to  revile  the  act 
without  reviling  the  perpetrator? 
Using  your  examples,  let  me  ask 
you:  Is  it  reasonable  to  condemn 
child  abuse  without  chastising  child 
abusers,  or  oppose  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  and  profess  to  adore  O.J. 
Simpson?  ( I’m  sorry.  I  had  to  drop 
his  name  somewhere.)  To  condemn 
a  practice  without  condemning 
those  who  engage  in  it  is  about  as 
easy  as  changing  one’s  race, 
parentage... or  sexual  orientation. 

I  speak  for  myself  ( and,  per¬ 
haps,  for  several  others)  when  I  say 
that  the  fact  that  I  lack  God’s  wis¬ 
dom  disqualifies  me  for  making 
condemnations  that  should  ulti¬ 
mately  be  left  in  the  Creator’s  hands. 
As  someone  who  has,  in  the  past, 
been  a  victim  of  discrimination  due 
to  a  factor  I  can  never  change,  I  find 
itextremely  difficult  to  hate  or  with¬ 
draw  from  any  person  on  the  basis 
of  what  they  are  unable  to  change. 
( I’ll  never  find  myself  among  the 
throngs  who  proclaim  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  “decision”  that  can  be 
“reversed.”  To  say  that  a  person  of 
sane  mind  would  choose  to  be  os¬ 
tracized  and  potentially  forced  from 


his  place  of  employment  or  living 
quarters  is  tantamount  to  saying 
that  a  rape  victim  “chose”  to  be 
sexually  assaulted.) 

I  cannot  stop  you  from  exer¬ 
cising  your  “good  example  “  to 
your  students,  nor  do  I  want  to.  I 

" Is  it  really 
possible  not  to 
hate  a  person 
while  detesting 
the  practices  in 
which  that  person 
engages?” 


refuse  to  have  my  tenure  at  Boston 
Latin  end  in  petty  feuds  with  edu¬ 
cators.  I  have  a  great  respect  for 
educators  and  for  the  teaching  pro¬ 
fession;  if  I  did  not  have  such 
respect,  my  career  at  Boston  Latin 
would  have  ended  years  ago. 

However,  my  respect  for 
teachers  is  tempered  with  the 
knowledge  that  educators  are  hu¬ 
man,  and  are  subject  to  human 
flaws  that  could  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  students  in  their  care. 
I’ve  seen  the  suicide  rates  of  gay 
teenagers  in  this  state  and  nation¬ 
wide,  and  I  also  saw  in  your  Feb¬ 
ruary  1994  letter  a  version  of  the 
attitude  that  indirectly  assists  in 
filling  those  caskets.  That’s  why  I 
wrote  this  article.  It  may  not  have 
kept  another  gay  teen  from  ending 
his  or  her  life  prematurely,  but  I 
felt  as  though  I  had  to  speak  out. 
Judge  me  as  a  good  soul  or  an  evil 
soul  based  on  that,  but  please  ask 
yourself  beforehand :  Am  I  really 
capable  of  making  that  judgment? 


the  changes 
are  really  that 
important 
People  are  go¬ 
ing  to  do  what 
they  want  (ant 
generally  get  away  with  it)  any¬ 
way,  rules  or  no  rules. 

Nancy  Coneely,  Ui 

I  think  the 

changes 
make  it  more 
difficult  for 
students  be¬ 
cause  now 
they  have  to 
worry  more  about  their  conduct 
grade  in  each  class,  and  without 
the  1 5%  rule  they  have  to  worry 
more  about  make-ups. 

Daniel  Older,  IV 

In  general 
the  new  rules 
seem  to  be 
sort  of  a 
pointless 
waste  of 
time,  but  I  think  the  individual 
conduct  grades  should  be  a 
succesful  way  to  prevent  the 
M&M  interception  problem. 
The  no-transfer  unless  you’ve 
failed  the  teacher  before 
is  unfair  and  aggravating. 

Nicholas  Halloran,  V 

Conduct 
grades  in  ev¬ 
ery  class  are 
a  good  idea, 
because  last 
year  an  "F”  in 
conduct  was  anonymous,  each 
teacher  just  sending  in  misde¬ 
meanor  marks,  this  year  the  stu¬ 
dent  knows  which  classes  s/he 
got  the  misdemeanor  marks  in, 
and  why.  Also,  last  year  five 
misdemeanors  total  would  give 
you  an  "P  in  conduct,  and  this 
year  separate  classes  have  sepa¬ 
rate  misdemeanor  systems. 
Katherine  Dervan,  VI 

I  think  it’s 
better,  be¬ 
cause  you 
may  act  dif¬ 
ferently  in 
ifferen  t 
classes.  I 
don’t  mind  the  15%  rale. 


In  general, 
how  do  you 
feel  about  the 
different 
changes  that 
have  been  put 
into  action 
this  year? 


KentWu,I  .  ..  ,  .  . 

I  think  that 

changes  that 

occured  in 

Latin  have 

generally  had  a 

positive  effect 

on  most  stu¬ 
dents.  Being  in  a  society  that 

changes  so  much,  it’s  good  to 
see  the  traditional  BLS,  try  to 
keep  up  with  it,  these  changes 
are  just  too  awesome. 


John  Moore,  II  i  don’t  think 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


Arts  Spotlight 


Katrina 

•  Ursulla  Lift,  III 

In  recent  years  theater  has  de¬ 
clined.  It  has  been  commercialized 
and  movies  have  taken  its  place. 
Ticket  prices  have  skyrocketed,  re¬ 
stricting  the  theater  dramatically. 
It  is  up  to  the  youth  of  today  to 
bring  the  theater  back  to  what  it 
once  was.  Katrina  Grigg-Saito  is 
pretty  much  unknown  at  Boston 
Latin  School.  Many  do  not  know 
that  beyond  her  quiet  mask  lies  the 
talent  of  the  future  theater. 

I  met  Katrina,  ironically,  at  an 
audition  in  the  fall  of  our  8th  grade 
year  in  1992.  Both  of  us  had  been 
invited  by  a  mutual  friend.  We  sat 
in  the  comer  on  the  gray  rug  at 
Boston  Children’s  Theater.  I  re¬ 
member  her  being  very  nervous. 
Even  though  the  production  was 
very  small,  at  that  time  it  seemed 
big  and  we  really  wanted  to  be  part 
of  it  After  the  audition  we  were 
called  back  to  join  the  cast.  This 
love  for  the  theater  was  one  of  the 
things  that  made  us  instantaneously 
good  friends. 

I  have  followed  Katrina’s  ca¬ 
reer.  After  Boston  Children  ’  s  The¬ 
ater  Katrina  began  to  work  with 
the  Wheelock  Family  Theater.  She 
took  “Acting:  Basic  Techniques,” 
and  “Show  Dance.”  Many  people 
at  Wheelock  recognized  her  as  an 


ard  of  Oz”  in  1992.  Even  though 
she  did  not  get  the  part,  this  was  a 
strong  beginning  for  many  audi¬ 
tions  to  come.  Last  year  in  1993, 
Katrina  was  asked  to  represent  the 
Wheelock  Family  Theater  in  a  na¬ 
tionwide  audition  in  Vancouver, 
Canada.  The  auditions  were  set  to 
cast  children  for  a  Channel  2  se¬ 
ries.  Katrina  took  a  week  off  from 
school  and  flew  to  Vancouver  with 
her  mother.  After  four  days  of  gru¬ 
eling  auditions  Katrina  arrived 
home  in  Boston  with  no  part,  but 
with  a  lot  more  experience  that  she 
had  started  out  with. 

Since  that  time  Katrina  has 
been  asked  to  do  commercial  audi¬ 
tions  by  Wheelock  in  and  around 
the  Boston  area.  She  performed 
last  year  on  First  Night  in  Boston 
in  the  “Carnival  of  Animals.”  She 
played  one  of  the  servants  of  the 
Sultan  in  Aladdin  while  under- 
studying  the  main  role  of  Adora. 
Katrina  is  an  active  member  in 
Story  Troopers,  Wheelock’s  sum¬ 
mer  program.  Last  summer  she 
also  CIT-ed  at  DARTS  (Days  of 
the  Arts). 

Recently  she  has  joined  the 
Wheelock  production  of  the  Little 
Princess  as  one  of  the  school  girls 
and  has  joined  the  New  England 
Conservatory  Youth  Coral,  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  group  which  is  consid¬ 
ering  a  trip  to  Europe  next  year. 

Acting  takes  more  than  a  per¬ 
son  who  can  project  their  voice  or 
tap  their  foot  to  the  right  beat  To 
be  a  good  actor/actress  you  must 
be  generous  and  be  able  to  give 
yourself  to  the  audience.  You  must 
feel  and  live  inside  your  character. 
You  must  have  a  lust  for  stage. 
Katrina  has  these  powers.  Katrina 
still  gets  nervous  at  auditions  but 
her  confidence  and  passion  have 


ambitious  and  talented  actress  and 
began  asking  her  to  audition  for  grown.  We  need  more  people  like 
their  major  productions.  Out  of  Katrina  who  love  the  theater.  The 
100  people,  Katrina  was  called  back  passion  is  what  makes  the  theater 
to  audition  to  Dorothy  in  the  “Wiz-  come  to  life. 


Lettermania 


•  Matt  O'Malley,  III 

The  Great  Late  Night  War  of 
1993  is  over.  Sadly,  there  have 
been  casualties,  remember  Chevy 
and  Arsenio.  And  ultimately  there 
was  a  winner.  That  winner,  of 
course  was  David  Letterman. 

While  Conan  at  first  fidgeted 
(and  later  krunked,  that  show’s 
word  for  expletives)  and  Jay  tried 
to  be  everyone  ’  s  best  friend,  a  revi¬ 
talized  David  Letterman  came  out 
on  top,  hardly  breaking  a  sweat. 
Late  Show  with  David  Letterman 
has  captured  the  mainstream  audi¬ 
ence,  the  type  of  people  who  longed 
for  Johnny  Carson  were  finally 
given  a  new  savior,  someone  who 
was  worthy  to  receive  the  title, 
“King  of  Late  Night”.  Dave  has 
not  only  become  the  successor  of 
Johnny’s  title,  but  he  has  also  be¬ 
come  the  successor  in  Johnny’s 
ratings.  Each  night  Late  Show 
beats  The  Tonight  Show  in  terms 
of  ratings,  and  oftentimes  Late 
Show  will  have  doubled  the  rat¬ 
ings  that  Jay  Leno’s  Tonight  Show 
has  received. 


The  secret  to  Letterman ’s  suc¬ 
cess  in  a  word  is:  himself.  He  is 
very  witty  and  a  fresh,  something 
sharp  to  lode  forward  to  at  the  end 
of  the  day.  Guests  seem  to  enjoy 
Dave;  and  oftentimes  he  will  find  a 
way  to  intertwine  them  into  a  com¬ 
edy  sketch.  For  example,  on  the 
opening  show  Paul  Newman  stood 
up  in  the  audience,  waved  and  said, 
“Where  the  Hell  are  the  Singing 
Cats?”  and  then  walked  out.  Sean 
Connery,  who  makes  very  few  trips 
around  the  talk-show  circuit,  en¬ 
tered  The  Ed  Sullivan  Theater 
(where  Letterman  tapes  his  show) 
in  a  jet  pack-alluding  to  his  James 
Bond  character.  Also,  for  one  full 
week  after  Woodstock  II,  Emmy- 
Award  winning  Actor  Tony 
Randall  would  enter  the  studio 
daily,  covered  in  mud.  When  Dave 
asked  if  he  got  that  way  from  the 
mud  slides  in  Woodstock,  Randall 
replied,  “No,  I  got  this  way  gar¬ 
dening.” 

Another  aspect  which  makes 
Late  Show  such  a  success  is  Dave’ s 
delivery.  Who  else  can  look  into  a 


Feminism  in  the  1990's 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

When  most  people  think  of 
feminism,  Gloria  Stienem  imme¬ 
diately  comes  to  mind.  Stienem  is 
one  of  the  most  famous  activists 
for  the  feminist  cause.  But  how  is 
Feminism  actually  defined:  sup¬ 
port  of  anti-men  trashers  or  the 
support  of  equality  for  men  and 
women? 

My  mind  was  opened  to  the 
various  dimensions  of  feminism 
that  exist  today  when  I  went  to  a 
discussion:  “Against  the  New 
Feminism:  Two  Woman  Speak 
Out”  with  renowned  authors  Chris¬ 
tina  Sommers  and  Katie  Raphie  at 
the  Boston  Public  Library  in  Sep¬ 
tember. 

According  to  Sommers,  a  phi¬ 
losophy  professor  at  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity  and  author  of  Who  Stole  Femi¬ 
nism?  How  Women  Have  Betrayed 
Womenx  and  Katie  Raphie,  a 
Princeton  Doctoral  candidate  and 
author  of  The  Morning  After — Sex, 
Fear  and  Feminism,  feminism  has 
been  twisted  by  leading  activists 
who  “have  distorted  the  truth  and 
are  out  of  touch  with  most  Ameri¬ 
can  women.” 

Feminism  can  be  broken  down 
into  two  categories.  Gender  Femi¬ 
nists,  including  activists  such  as 
Stienem,  Patricia  Ireland,  Naomie 
Wolf  and  Susan  Faludi,  fall  under 
the  category  of  men  bashers.  Equal¬ 
ity  Feminists,  like  Sommers  and 
Roiphe,  support  equality  for  men 
and  women.  Both  authors  believe 
that  Gender  Feminists  have  lied 
about  statistics  to  place  more  guilt 
on  men. 

For  example,  it  has  been 
printed  that  “one  in  four  women 
are  rape  victims”  in  the  media. 


Roiphe  and  Sommers  find  this  num¬ 
ber  preposterous  because  the  sur¬ 
vey  also  defined  rape  as  women 
who  answered  “yes”  to  the  ques¬ 
tion:  “Have  you  had  sex  when  you 
didn’t  want  to  because  a  man  gave 
you  alcohol  or  drugs?”  In  such  a 
way,  society  is  influenced  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  men  dominate  over 
women  in  society. 

Do  you  remember  the  com¬ 
mercial  during  the  Intermission  of 
the  1994  Superbowl  about  how 
Superbowl  Sunday  is  the  biggest 
day  of  the  year  for  violence  against 
women?  Sommers  researched  and 
discovered  that  the  statement  was  a 
mistake,  admitted  by  the  very  com¬ 
pany  that  conducted  the  survey. 

The  statistic  that  150,000 
women  die  each  year  from  anorexia 
is  also  false.  According  to  the  Cen¬ 
ters  for  Disease  Control,  there  are 
only  a  hundred  deaths,  and  an  esca¬ 
lated  number  of  700  if  suicides  are 
included. 

Sommers  believes  that  these 
exaggerated  statistics  undermine 
women  and  point  a  guilty  finger  at 
all  men  .  By  pointing  fingers  (the 
main  cause  behind  feminism)  she 
feels  that  men  and  women  will  not 
be  encouraged  to  work  together  for 
equality.  Roiphe  feels  that  women 
are  “handing  over  hard-fought 
sexual  freedoms  for  a  frightened 
world  of  conduct  codes.  “Butaren’t 
the  two  causes  supposed  to  be  work¬ 
ing  towards  a  common  goal  of 
equality  among  men  and  women? 
Why  are  these  groups  at  odds  with 
one  another  ?  I  began  to  question 
my  values  as  a  woman  today  as  a 
result  of  attending  this  discussion. 

When  a  forum  was  opened  to 
ask  the  questions,  controversy  blew 


across  the  room  like  wildfire.  Both 
men  and  women  attacked  the  logic 
by  blaming  them  for  defending 
abusive  men  in  society,  while  oth¬ 
ers  complimented  their  efforts. 
After  the  discussion  that  the  two 
authors  autographed  their  books 
and  answered  personal  questions. 
The  feminist  issue  is  having  a  huge 
surge  since  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  reached  the  White  House. 
A  special  report  was  written  in  the 
Boston  Sunday  Herald  in  October 
spawning  a  bill  sent  to  Massachu¬ 
setts  State  Attorney  General 
Harshbarger  to  restrict  public  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  home  addresses  of  abor¬ 
tion  providers,  law-enforcement 
advisors  and  crime  victims.  Activ¬ 
ist  Gloria  Steinem  was  in  Boston 
this  week  for  a  Simmons  Anniver¬ 
sary  celebration,  while  Sommers 
spoke  at  a  Back  Bay  Church.  These 
factors  have  raised  interest  in  the 
feminist  cause  in  Boston  recently. 

Nevertheless,  according  to  a 
Time/CNN  poll  of  625  women  in 
America  in  1992,  when  asked  “Do 
you  consider  yourself  a  feminist 
?,”29%  responded  yes,  while63% 
said  no  .  Twenty-nine  percent  is 
almost  1/3  of  the  women  ,  which 
symbolizes  a  huge  feminist  popu¬ 
lation.  This  issue  isn’t  something 
that  we  can  hide  under  our  covers 
because  too  many  women  and  men 
are  interested  in  the  feminist  cause. 
There  is  a  feminist  population  in 
our  country.  Although,  I  am  not 
sure  if  I  can  label  myself  a  femi¬ 
nist,  I  know  that  after  attending 
this  discussion  I  am  very  proud  to 
be  a  woman  in  America  that  has 
the  opportunity  to  voice  her  opin¬ 
ions  to  society. 


camera,  squint  his 
eyes,  and  say  “I 
want  my  kids 
back,”  and  then 
get  a  studio  filled 
with  laughter. 
(Incidentally-”I 
want  my  kids 
back”  came  from 
a  monologue  joke 
in  which  Dave 
was  making  fun 
of  Mini-Series’ 
and  their  similar 
plots. 

In  closing,  I 
urge  you  all  to 
watch  Late  Show 
with  David 

Letterman.  It’s 
the  best  thing  to 
happen  to  televi¬ 
sion,  since  T.V. 
Guide.  Late  Show 
with  David 

Letterman  airs 
weeknights  at 
11:35  p.m.  on 
CBS. 


Jan  Crosby 

RE/MAX  First  Realty,  Inc. 

Independently  Owned  and  Operated 
1188  Centre  Street,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  02159 
Office:  (617)244-4499 
Toll  Free:  (800)437-4499 
24  Hr.  Voice  Mail  :  (617)  446-7205 
Home  Office:  (617)  327-5960 

When  experience  counts... 
call  Jan  Crosby 
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Josh  Gaffney 


Avi  Spivack,  I 


|  Even  as  a  three-month 
old,  Joshua  Michael 
Gaffney  had  a  flare  for 
acting.  He  would,  on  a 
regular  basis,  fall  from 
his  carriage  and  break  his 
head  open;  he  could  cry 
pretty  well.  These  days 
he  has  moved  on  to  big¬ 
ger  and  better  things.  Last 
year  he  took  part  in  his 
first  BLS  play, 
“Scrooge,”  directed  by 
Ms.  Middleton.  He 
played  the  very  comical 
role  of  Mr.  Fezziwyck. 
He  also  took  part  in  the 
highly  acclaimed  play 
“Rumors,”  in  which  he 
played  the  part  ofLeonard 
Ganz,  a  sleazy,  yet  witty 
accountant  This  year  he 
is  starring  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  “House  of  B  lue 
Leaves,”  playing  the  role 
of  Artie  Shaugnassy.  It  is 
directed  by  Tom  Kiley, 
his  second  favorite  direc¬ 
tor.  (the  first  being 
Stanley  Kubrick  who  di¬ 
rected  “Clockwork  Or¬ 
ange”) 

Josh  believes  the  best 
show  he  has  ever  per¬ 
formed  in  was  the  third 
showing  of  “Rumors.”  It 
was  acted  very  smoothly. 
Josh  says,  “When  it’s  a 
good  show,  I  dig  it.” 
Y es,  he  dug  it.  Josh  would 
very  much  like  to  pursue 
acting  in  college,  hope¬ 
fully  at  Carnegie  Mellon 
University.  He  thinks, 
however,  he  is  not  com¬ 


petitive  enough  to  participate  in 
their  high-ranking  dramaprogram, 
but  it  will  be  a  main  activity  of  his 
in  the  future.  For  now  though,  he 
will  continue  his  well-recognized 
work  at  BLS  and  maintain  himself 
as  a  regular  at  Sparr’s. 

The  best  show  Josh  has  ever 
seen  was  Midsummer  Night’s 
Dream  (by  Shakespeare,  for  those 
of  you  who  were  unaware.)  He 
enjoyed  the  Godfather  movies  as 
well  as  “Reservoir  Dogs.”  His  hero/ 
role  model  as  an  actor  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  Harvey  Keitel,  with  Anthony 
Hopkins  work  and  longs  to  see 
every  movie  he  has  ever  acted  in. 
“Harvey  is  God  as  far  as  I’m  con¬ 
cerned.”  This  brilliant  actor  (not 
Josh  yet)  has  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  positively  “the  best  senior 
actor  at  BLS.”  Josh  is,  however, 
not  conceited.  He  knows  that 
Keitel’s  status  is  out  of  reach. 

Josh  describes  himself  with 
these  five  words:  articulate,  zany, 
semi-destructive,  artistic,  and  in 
his  own  way — refried.(??)  Any¬ 
way,  he  dislikes  “crunchy  people” 
as  well  as  governmental  hypoc¬ 
risy,  homophobia,  and  people  who 
ask  him  to  put  his  cigarette  out. 
Josh  says  he  could  see  himself 
teaching  drama  or  possibly  own¬ 
ing  a  bookstore.  “Me  and  books  go 
well  together.... I  like  the  whole 
literacy  deal.”  Josh  says  his  ideal 
profession  would  be  to  obtain  a 
large  collection  of  leather-bound 
books,  sit  back  in  a  large,  relaxing, 
comfortable  chair,  smoke  a  pipe, 
and  read.  Well,  good  luck  Josh. 
You  can  look  for  this  wacky  actor 
coming  soon  to  a  big,  very  purple 
auditorium  near  you. 


Instrumentaly  Inclined? 


•  Justina  Wong,  VI 

This  year  the  music  department 
has  introduced  many  different  ac¬ 
tivities  to  become  part  of  the  school 
programs.  They  have  the  Begin¬ 
ning  Instrumental  music  classes 
which  offer  lessons  in  woodwind, 
brass  percussion,  or  string  instru¬ 
ments.  The  instruments 
include:flute,  clarinet,saxaphone, 
trumpet, trombone,  french  horn, 
tuba,  violin  ,  viola,  cello,  string 
bass,  and  drums.  There  are  also 
Advanced  Instrumental  music 
classes  that  teach  students  at  a 
higher  level.  The  Jazz  band  is  de¬ 
signed  for  advanced  instrumental 


performers  that  perform  jazz, 
swing,  rock  and  show  tunes.  The 
String  Ensamble  plays  string  in¬ 
struments  including  violin,  viola, 
string  bass,  and  cello.  They  play  at 
various  schools  and  community 
events.  The  class  V  band  is  geared 
up  for  Junior  Band  and  beginning 
music  classes.  The  Junior  Band 
introduces  the  less  experienced  in¬ 
strumentalists  to  become  the  Se¬ 
nior  Concert  Band.  The  Senior 
Concert  Band  represents  BLS 
throughout  the  year. 

Any  student  who  would  like  to 
join  the  BLS  Instrumental  Groups 
should  contact  a  music  teacher  for 
more  information. 


Unhappy  Millionaires 


•  Jared  Simmons,  I 

There’s  adisturbing  trend 
occurring  in  the  world  of  televi¬ 
sion,  movies,  and  music.  High- 
profile  entertainers  are  showing 
great  dissatisfaction  in  their  work. 
It  isn’t  the  number  of  entertainers 
that  is  alarming  but  the  frequency 
at  which  it  has  been  taking  place. 
The  prototypical  example  is 
Michael  Keaton.  He,  of  course  was 
made  famous  by  the  enormously 
successful  film  Batman  and  its 
sequel  Batman  Returns.  The  two 
movies  grossed  $414  million  in 
theUS  and  Canada  alone.  Although 

Jason ' s 
Lyric 

•  Timlka  Hall,  II 

When  there’s  nothing  left 
there’s  always  love,  and  that’s  what 
‘s  portrayed  in  this  romantic  yet 
suspenseful  love  story.  Jason 
(Allen  Payne)  and  Lyric  (Jada 
Pinkett),  even  though  obstructed 
by  each  of  their  brothers’  illegal 
lifestyles,  decide  to  escape  into  a 
world  of  love  and  fantasy  and 
maybe  even  leave  the  town  which 
they  live  in. 

The  chivalrous  Jason  sweeps 
the  hard-to-get  Lyric  off  her  feet, 
and  the  ecstasy  they  share  is  shown 
in  a  beautiful  love  scene.  Many 
parts  of  this  movie  make  you  feel 
like  you’re  on  cloud  nine.  Yet, 
there  are  other  parts  that  keep  you 
on  the  edge  of  your  seat  You  won¬ 
der  if  Jason  will  survive  always 
coming  to  his  brother’s  rescue.  Or, 
will  Lyric  ever  get  caught  up  in  one 
of  her  bother’s  dangerous  schemes. 

Joshua(Bokeem  Woodbine) 
and  the  sexy  Alonzo  (Treach)  bring 
this  movie  to  a  higher  velocity. 
Their  roles  not  only  fill  in  the  gaps 
of  this  love  story,  but  they  bring  in 
another  highly  anticipated  sub-plot. 
Yes,  Jason’s  Lyric  gets  very  deep, 
but  it’ s  not  for  me  to  tell  you,  go  see 
it  yourself. 


Keaton  had  been  paid  $10  million 
for  Batman  Returns  ,  he  suppos¬ 
edly  wanted  twice  that  for  the  up¬ 
coming  Batman  3.  Not  to  mention 
more  visibility,  the  films  have  a 
reputation  for  letting  the  villains 
outshine  the  Caped  Crusader. 
Needless  to  say,  Keaton  walked 
and  Val  Kilmer  (The Doors,  Tomb¬ 
stone  )  stepped  into  one  of  the  most 
profitable  motion  pictures  fran¬ 
chises  ever. 

Film  isn’t  the  only  area 
affected  by  this  “trend”,  it’s  even 
more  popular  in  television.  Rob 
Morrow ,  star  of  CB  S  ’  s  quirky  Alas¬ 
kan  drama  Northern  Exposure  , 
will  be  written  out  of  that  show  this 


season.  It  was  said  that 
after  Morrow’s  contract 
dispute  two  years  ago, 
the  producers  decided  to 
get  even  by  not  renew¬ 
ing  his  present  contract. 
This  didn’t  come  as 
much  of  a  surprise  to 
most  viewers  of  the 
show.  Lately  the  show 
has  turned  its  focus  on 
the  lesser  characters  of 
the  fictitious  city  of  Ci¬ 
cely,  Alaska.  Then 
there’s  Roy  Scheider, 
star  of  NBC’s  underwa¬ 
ter  adventure  show 
seaQuest  DSV.  He  has 

Continued  on  page  13 


Freddy  Back  Again  ? 


•  Keith  La  Face,  I 

I  know  what  you’re  all  think¬ 
ing.  Another  attempt  to  revive  a 
horror  character  that  should’ve 
never  made  it  past  the  third  sequel. 
That  was  my  attitude  when  I  heard 
Freddy  was  back.. .again,  but  I 
have  to  admit  I  was  wrong.  This 
had  to  be  one  of  the  best  horror 
films  I’ve  ever  seen.  It  has  every¬ 
thing  a  good  horror  film  needs:  an 
interesting  plot,  suspense,  great 
acting,  a  devious  character  and,  of 
course,  horror. 

The  film  began  with  introduc¬ 
ing  us  to  Heather,  the  actress  who 
plays  Nancy,  the  main  character  in 
some  of  Freddy’s  films.  Nancy,  as 
much  of  Hollywood  hears,  has 
started  to  work  on  a  new  Freddy 
film.  When  this  gets  out  strange 
things  start  to  happen  to  and  around 
Nancy.  Chilling  phone  calls  from  a 
man  that 
sounds  like  the 
creature  she’s 
defeated  in 
prior  films, 
frightening  in- 
explicable 
nightmares  suf¬ 
fered  by  her 
four  year  old 
son  and  herself, 
and  “freak”  ac¬ 


cidents  that  leave  the  authorities 
dumfounded.  What?  A  typical  hor¬ 
ror  film?  No  way!  This  movie  pos¬ 
ses  an  erie  quality  unlike  any  other 
Freddy  movie  ever  made  before, 
surpassing  even  the  first  “Night¬ 
mare  on  Elm  Street”  —  which  was 
record  breaking. 

New  Nightmare  shows  Freddy 
in  his  prime,  reminding  us  how  a 
horror  character  should  be  intimi¬ 
dating,  blood-curdling,  mysteri¬ 
ous,  and  unbelievably  scary. 

When  I  left  the  movie  theatre  I 
noticed  myself  looking  over  my 
shoulder,  and  checking  under  my 
bed  before  I  got  in  it  .as  I  did  when 
I  saw  the  original  “Nightmare  on 
Elm  Street.”  Will  there  be  another 
Nightmare  movie?  I  truly  hope 
not  This  movie  left  Freddy  in  a 
place  where  he  can  remind  us  that 
we  shouldn’t  doubt  the  unknown, 
deep  in  the  back  of  our  minds, 
where  he  belongs. 


( 617)522-1970 


(617)522-1971 


ROBERT  G.  COSEO,  D.D.S. 
JOSEPH  G.  O’REILLY,  D.D.S. 

793  CENTRE  STREET 
JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MASSACHUSETTS  02130 


General  Dentistry 


Hours  by  Appointment. 
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REASONS  TO  SHOP  OUR  TRUE  VALUE  HARDWARE  STORE 

1.  we  AM  LOCALLY  OWNED  AND  OPERATED—A  PART 
OP  TM  COMMUNITY.  WE’RE  INVOLVED. 

2.  WB  COM  SIM  OUR  RUYMQ  POWER  WITH  OVER  LON 
MOEPENOEKTLY  OWMD  STORES  TO  PROVIDE  YOU 
WITH  QUALITY  MERCHANDISE  AT  VOLUME  PRKES. 

*.  OUR  KMOWUPOBABLE  SALESPEOPLE  OPPER 
PERSONAL  SERVICE.  THEY'RE  DEDICATED  TO  YOUR 

SAnsPAcnoM.  remember-  *you  can  do  nr  with 

TRUE  VALUE!* 

4.  OUR  EXCLUSIVE  BRAND  MERCHANDISE  ASSURES  YOU 
OP  HMH  QUALITY  MERCHANDISE  AT  VALUE  PRICES. 
WE  GUARANTEE  YOUR  SATHPACTIOIL 

STOCK  OVER  5MN  ITEMS  Nl  OUR  WAREHOUSE 
W  WE  DON'T  HAVE  IT  IN  OUR  STORE, 

IT.  _ 

NEIGHBORHOOD  CONVENIENCE-  WE  RE 

_ BY-  YOU  SAVE  GAS  A  SAVE  TIME. 

WE'RE  CONVENIENT  TO  SHOP-  YOU  CAN  GET  IN  A 
GET  OUT. 


WE  CAM  BBT 
WE  OPPER  M 

CLOSE  BY-  V 


Hardware 

1871  CENTRE 
WEST  ROXBURY,  MA 
PHONE:  325-9494 

Your  Locally  Owned 
&  Operated  Hardware  Store 

MON  -  SAT  7:30-6:00 
THURS  «  F«  TIL  8:30  •  SUN  12-5 
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Calendar 

November  1994 


Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1 

Cap  and  gown 
measurements,  utility. 

Register  meeting  120 

2 

MAGAZINE 

DRIVE 

3 

690  earthquake  shocks 
recorded  in  one  day  in 
Ito.  Jaoan.  (19301 

1922:  KING  TUT"S 
TOMB 

DISCOVERED. 

SAT  9  AM 

Birthday: 

Scott  Simonini 

6 

Boston’s  business 
district  destroyed 
by  fire.  $28  Mil. 
in  damages.  (1872) 

Birthday: 

Ann  Tierney 

ELECTION! 

DAY3I 

9 

Show  Choir  at  the 
Mariott  Hotel,  Noon. 

10 

Junior  Jam,  7 

Japanese  Visitors 

1st  Public  Dec 

Birthday  :  BW 

No  School!!! 

Football  at 
Concord-Carlisle 

12 

Sihlow  ©tollir 
111=12 

(pinucci!) 

13 

Cyclone  in  Chittagong, 
East  Pakistan.  Imillior 
believed  dead.  (1970) 

14 

KienlDAY: 

SWA£iF  MANJC6Y 

1  Register  Meeting 

120 

16 

Resume  Workshop 

Star  Market 
Starshare,  15-17 

hUpanic  culture 
SHOW  UTILIY 

Homemade  Bread 

Day!! 

^LOOD  DRIVE 
Birthday: 

Mickey  Mouse,  66 

19 

Greater  Boston 

Food  Bank 

20 

SUB  OF  THE  MONTH; 

MR. 

SCARBROUGH 

21 

B-Day 

Leslie  Weekes 

1II3  :  JOHN  F. 

KENNEDY 

ASSASINATED 

hf?M_F  DAY!! 

PEP  RALLY 

thanksgiving  Day 
LATIN/ENGLISH 

GAME!!!!! 

GO  WOLFPACK!!! 

25 

9S| 

26 

Bristol,  England 
severelydamaged 
by  a  largehurricane 
(1703) 

27 

Fire  in  Cocoanut  Night 
Club  in  Boston  kills 
602.  (1942) 

hIanukah  begins 

29 

Illegal  fireworks  factory 
in  Rome  explodes. 

15  dead.  (1972) 

30 

Birthday: 

Mark  Twain,  1835 

BUY 

TURh 

OEYGI 

1AMS 

!!  Con 

[ling  this 

month. 

Calendar  designed  by  Brian  Whittemore,  137  and  Steve  Kostigen,  120.  Disasters  Researched  by  John  the  Great 
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Unhappy 

Millionaires 

said  outright  that  although  that 
first  season  was  great,  the  second 
season  with  different  storylines  is 
“childish  trash.”  Although 
Scheider  doesn  ’  t  like  the  change  to 
a  more  action-packed  and  less  fact- 
based  series,  this  reviewer  does 
and  thinks  seaQuest  may  rise  from 
mediocrity  because  of  it.  Ed 
O’Neill,  famous  for  his  portrayal 
of  shoe  salesman  A1  Bundy,  on 
Fox’s  longest-running  show 
Married. ..With  Children  is  bored. 
O’Neill  says  that  he’s  tired  of  his 


character  and  that  the  only  reason 
he  still  does  that  show  is  the  money. 
And  Genevieve  Bujold  missed  the 
opportunity  to  be  Star  Trek's  first 
female  captain  on  the  forthcoming 
third  series  Voyager.  After  an  ar¬ 
gument  with  the  director  on  the 
second  day,  Bujold  left  and  Kate 
Mulgrew,  another  little-known 
actress  took  her  place.Then  there’s 
Shannen  Doherty  who  got  one  too 
many  tardy  slips  and 
misdeameanormarks  from  thepro- 
ducersof  Beverly  Hills,  90210  and 
was  expelled. 

But  television’s  greatest  losses 
are  David  Caruso  of  NYPD  Blue 
and  Michael  Moriarty  of  Law  and 
Order  .  Moriarty,  who  played  as- 


sistant  district  attorney  Benjamin 
Stone,  said  he  faced  “creative 
differences”  with  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  Dick  Wolf.  Whatever  dif¬ 
ferences  they  had  were  obviously 
put  aside  for  last  season’s  pow¬ 
erful  finale  in  which  Ben  Stone 
resigned  out  of  guilt.  Luckily, 
the  producers  brought  in  Sam 
Waterston,  an  experienced  actor 
who  will  play  the  new  asst.  DA 
Jack  McCoy.  Caruso,  who  is 
television’s  best  dramatic  actor, 
demanded  more  money  for  his 
part  as  New  York  police  detec¬ 
tive  John  Kelly.  Steven  Bochco 
was  able  to  negotiate  with  him  to 
stay  for  the  first  four  episodes 
until  the  character  of  Detective 


Kelly  can  be  written  out  of  the 
drama’s  storyline.  The  greatest  trag¬ 
edy  is  that  Caruso  will  be  replaced  by 
ex  LA.  Law  attorney  Jimmy  Smits. 
Not  that  Smits  is  a  bad  actor,  it’s  just 
that  in  order  for  NYPD  Blue  to  re¬ 
main  a  great  show,  Smits  will  have  to 
be  better  than  he  was  on  LA.  Law. 

Lastly,  in  music,  three  of 
Seattle’ s  premier  bands  have  encoun¬ 
tered  setbacks.  The  most  obvious 
one  being  Nirvana,  whose  lead  singer 
Kurt  Cobain,  after  months  of  com¬ 
plaining  about  how  he  hated  star¬ 
dom,  committed  suicide.  No  one  can 
be  exactly  sure  of  his  reasons,  but 
many  of  the  interviews  leading  up  to 
his  death  indicate  that  he  wasn’t  very 
happy  with  his  celebrity  status.  The 


second  band  is  Alice  In  Chains 
whose  reason  for  not  performing 
at  Woodstock  II  was  that  the  entire 
band  had  the  flu,  a  likely  story. 
Unfortunately,  the  always  original 
band  has  supposedly  split  up  ac¬ 
cording  to  most  accounts.  The  last 
band,  Pearl  Jam,  hasn’t  split  up 
but  instead  kicked  out  their  drum¬ 
mer  Dave  Abbruzzese.  Not  even 
Abbruzzese  knows  why  he  was 
fired  from  the  band  and  it's  as¬ 
sumed  that  Pearl  Jam  isn’ttalking 
about  it.  It’s  hard  to  say  what  to 
make  of  this  latest  trend  in  enter¬ 
tainment  but  one  thing’s  for  sure, 
don’t  be  surprised  if  your  favorite 
entertainer  says  “I  quit!!” 


70's 
Dance 
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Van-tastic 


Kelly  Gushue,  I 


Bump,  Set,  Spike-kill !  Sopho¬ 
more  setter  Shirley  Van  loves  play¬ 
ing  volleyball.  With  awards  be¬ 
hind  her  such  as  1993  Dual  County 
League  All-Star,  1993  and  1994 
Bay  State  Games  Participant  and 
the  team  title  of  Co-Captain, 
Shirley  graciously  smiles.  She  is 
the  sister  of  renowned  two-year 
captain  and  D.C.L.  MVP  J anet  Van, 
but  Shirley  doesn’t  feel  the  pres¬ 
sure.  She  accepts  the  challenge  of 
being  compared  to  her  sister.  It  is 
the  force  which  drives  Shirley  to 
improve  every  year. 

Shirley  is  a  setter,  a  position 
which  doesn’t  bask  under  the  lime¬ 
light  as  the  spikers  do.  She  has 
provided  a  solid  foundation  for 
BLS,  and  has  been  a  key  to  the 
team’s  success.  Yet,  when  Shirley 
tried  out  for  the  Bay  State  Games 
in  1993,  she  tried  out  as  a  spiker 
and  made  the  team  as  an  eighth- 
grader.  Shirley  said  she  felt,  “Awe¬ 
some,  but  out  of  place”  on  the  team 
because  she  was  surrounded  by 
very  skilled  players.  Her  favorite 
sports  moment  occurred  in  the  Bay 
State  Games  Finals  when  she 
helped  her  team  win  the  Gold 
Medal.  Shirley  dug  up  a  hard- 
driven  spike  and  passed  flawlessly 
to  the  setter.  The  setter  set  it  up  for 
the  outside  spiker,  who  spiked  it 
straight  down  the  line  for  the  last 
point  to  win. 

On  the  high  school  team, 
Shirley  is  the  only  setter.  The  team 
is  dependent  upon  her.  Shirley 
doesn’t  mind  the  pressure.  When 
asked  what  would  happen  to  the 
team  if  she  ever  got  injured,  she 
replied:  “Karen  Lee  is  the  back  up 
setter,  and  the  team  would  remain 


strong  due  to  its  all-around  strength 
on  the  court”  Shirley  estimates 
that  the  team’s  success,  she  re¬ 
peats,  “undefeated  success,”  is  due 
to  the  overall  balance  of  strong 
defense  and  offense,  team  com¬ 
munication,  team  unity,  hard  work 
and  the  team’s  ability  to  take  criti¬ 
cism  and  use  it  to  their  own  advan¬ 
tage.  “Everyone  consistently  im¬ 
proves,  which  is  due  to  the  Coach.” 

While  volleyball  consumes 
most  of  her  time  in  the  fall,  Shirley 
plays  basketball  for  school  during 
the  winter.  She  is  a  huge  sports  fan. 
She  watches  all  kinds  of  profes¬ 
sional  sports,  though  her  favorites 
are  football  and  basketball.  Her 
favorite  volleyball  player  is 
Carolyn  Kirby,  but  if  she  could 
meet  anyone  she’d  want  to  meet 
Patriots  Quarterback  Drew 
Bledsoe.  She’s  already  met  the 
Celtics  coach  Chris  Ford,  who 
came  to  a  volleyball  season  to 
watch  his  daughter  play  on  the 
Lynnfield  team. 

When  asked  if  she  had  any 
plans  to  play  in  college,  Shirley 
shyly  muttered  that  if  she  didn’t 
improve  dramatically  in  the  next 
couple  of  years,  she  wouldn  ’t  play . 
Modest....or  simply  foolish, I  don’t 
know,  cut  Shirley  will  definitely 
have  recruiters  looking  at  her  by 
the  end  of  this  year.  Shirley  says 
that  she  is  not  intimidated  by  the 
attention. Though  only  5’4", 
Shirley  has  enough  talentand  spirit 
to  reach  the  ceiling  of  the  gym, 
which  she  demonstrates  in  her  per¬ 
formance  and  passion  for  volley¬ 
ball.  As  a  result,  she  has  gained,  in 
addition  to  the  athletic  achieve¬ 
ments,  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  all  players  around  her. 


Swimming 


•  Lauren  McLaughlin,  IV 

“I’m  a  swimmer,  I’m  a  swim¬ 
mer  ‘til  I  die....”  chants  the  Boston 
Latin  School  swimming  and  div¬ 
ing  team.  This  vivacious  team, 
consisting  of  over  forty  swimmers 
and  five  divers,  is  presently  4:2. 
The  swimmers  and  divers  are  very 
committed,  and  Coach  Connelly 
and  Coach  Lyons  are  extraordinar¬ 
ily  dedicated.  Coach  Connelly  has 
volunteered  his  time  for  fifteen 
years.  Coach  Lyons,  who  only 
joined  to  help  the  team  this  year, 
swam  for  BLS  herself  until  she 
graduated  in  1986. 


Money  is  a  major  issue.  Be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  funds  we  must 
have  an  annual  swim-a-thon  to  pay 
for  official  buses,  and  other  ex¬ 
penses  a  team  of  fifty  girls  might 
have. 

Our  captains  include:  Maureen 
Hickey,  Caity  O’Reilly,  Christina 
McLaughlin,  and  Marie 
McLaughlin.  We  have  a  strong 
team  made  up  of  both  sectional 
and  state  qualifiers.  Each  day  the 
team  practices  at  the  Murphy  pool 
in  Dorchester,  with  the  coaches 
from  2:30  to  5:00.  Practices  are 
rigorous  and  painful  but  very  re¬ 
warding. 


•  Meridlth  Kaizer,  I 


On 

September  30, 1994,' 

The  Boston  Latin  Girls 
Varsity  Soccer  Team 
embarked  on  a  journey  to 
make  history  which  was 
anticipated  for  years.  Latin  faced 
Bedford  who  has  been  their  long¬ 
time  rival  in  the  Dual  County  Soc¬ 
cer  League.  The  team  was  com¬ 
pletely  focused  on  winning  this 
game.  A  win  has  long  eluded  the 
team,  twelve  years  to  be  exact. 
Although  the  team  tied  two  games 
last  year,  a  win  was  greatly  desired 
for  respect  and  motivation. 

The  team,  led  by  senior  Co- 
Captains:  “GLUE  HAND 
GOALIE”-  Susan  Russo  and 
“DAZZLING  DEFENDER”- 
Christine  Sweeney,  started  out 
strong.  Sue  Russo  made  numerous 
crucial  saves  which  kept  Latin  in 
the  game  along  with  the  defensive 
unit  in  front  of  her.  The  defense 
was  led  by  Junior  STANDOUT- 
Anne  O’Donovan.  The  teams’ 
other  defenders  include  Sopho¬ 
more  SENS  ATION-Julee  O’Brien 
and  senior  Meredith  Kaizer.  As 
the  game  progressed,  Latin’s  for¬ 
wards,  under  the  senior  leadership 
of  Erin  Chalmers,  dominated  the 


Joyous  Victory 
After  Twelve 

Years  of 


majority 

of  the  first  half  by 
keeping  the  ball  at  Bedford’s 
end.With  less  than  two 
minutes  left  in  the  first 
half,  Bedford  snuck  a  goal  by 
Sue  and  the  defense. 

This  was  only  a  miner  setback 
for  the  team.  The  team  entered  the 
second  half  anxious  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  finally  place  a  win  under 
their  Umbros!  The  excellent  de¬ 
fensive  work  continued  with  the 
help  of  Senior  Keryl  Dinaggio, 
Junior  Della  DuFresne  and  Sopho¬ 
more  Kate  Maher.  As  in  the  first 
half,  the  offense  was  the  key  to 
winning.  The  first  goal  was  scored 
by  Julee  O’Brien.  This  goal  was 
the  first  of  many  milestones  that 
the  team  would  finally  overcome 
this  season! 

Following  that  goal  came  yet 
another  by  the  forever  hustling  J un- 


Defeat 


ior  Jill  Sheets.  Her  goal,  like  Julee’s 
floated  over  the  head  of  Bedfords’ 
goalie,  BOOTING  up  the  score  to 
2-1!  Latin  did  not  stop  after  that. 
Erin  Chalmers  went  on  to  seal  the 
victory  with  a  third  goal  assisted 
by  Freshman  Erica  Keough. 

The  team  had  worked  so  hard 
in  this  game,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  lose.  Their  attitudes, 
boisterous  fans,  and  determination 
were  all  factors  in  this  much  de¬ 
served  and  LONG  awaited  vic¬ 
tory.  For  all  those  whose  ambition 
was  to  live  to  see  the  girls  soccer 
team  win  a  game,  rest  assured... 
WE  WON  AND  MADE  HIS¬ 
TORY!! 


Unstoppable:  Girls  Volleyball 


<  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

As  has  been  for  the  last  two 
years,  the  Girls  Volleyball  Team  is 
unstoppable  with  an  undefeated 
record  of  8-0.  Although  the  Dual 
County  league  is  known  for  it’s 
competitive  volleyball  teams,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  has  superseded  the  com¬ 
petition  with  numerous  shut-out 
matches  and  victories  with  oppo¬ 
nent  scoring  less  than  five  points. 
These  teams  include  Melrose, 
Waltham,  Westford,  Somerville, 
East  Boston  and  big  win  against 
Lincoln  Sudbury. 

Despite  the  major  losses  of 
two-year  captain,  D.CX.  All-Star 
and  D.C.L.  Most  Valuable  Player 
Janet  Van  and  All-Star  Monette 
Fung,  returning  players  have  suc¬ 
cessfully  bridged  the  gap.  Senior 
and  captain  Kelly  Gushue  has  re¬ 
turned  strong  as  one  of  the  main 
spikers,  having  greatly  improved 


as  a  result  of  playing  year  round  in 
various  volleyball  programs  ,  in¬ 
cluding  the  1994  Bay  State  Games. 
Other  spikers  include  juniors  All- 
Star  Rushell  Kwong  and  Winnie 
Le,  who  have  also  greatly  improved 
from  last  year.  Yet,  the  success  of 
the  team  and  its  spikers  would  not 
be  possible  without  Shirley  Van, 
the  “indispensable”  sophomore 
setter  and  captain.  The  Varsity 
squad  also  incudes:  Karen  Lee  (I), 
Tammy  Tran  (III),  D.C.L.  All-Star 
Sharon  Li  (II),  Erica  DelGata  (II), 
Grace  Li  (III),  and  Katie  Malone 
(IV). 

The  goals  of  this  ambitious 
team  include  capturing  the  Dual 
County  League  title  for  the  third 
year  in  a  row  and  advancing  to  the 
State  Round  Semi-finals.  The  girls 
team  has  a  competitive  chance  of 
capturing  the  Division  I  North 
Championship .  Although  known 
for  its  tough  defense  the  team  is 


playing  on  a  higher  level  this  year 
due  to  the  powerful  offense  of  three 
spikers’  ability  to  put  the  ball  away. 
Setter  Shirley  Van  also  poses  a 
threat  with  herspiking  ability  when 
in  the  front  row.  This  combination, 
plus  strong,  consistent  serving 
should  push  Latin  to  the  top. 

BLS ’s  most  formidable  oppo¬ 
nent  has  been  North  Quincy,  the 
1992  Division  I  State  Champions 
and  Division  I  runners-up  in  1993. 
They  defeated  BLS  in  the  third 
round  of  semi-final  playoffs  last 
year.  But,  according  to  Kelly 
Gushue  who  has  been  spying  on 
this  year’s  competition,  she  states 
that:  “if  Latin  School  plays  at  its 
capacity,  we  can  beat  them.” 

Watch  out  opponents — Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  wants  the  1994  Division 
I  North  Girls  Volleyball  banner  to 
hang  proudly  in  the  gym. 


Jonathan  Tran,  III 
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The  Sorry  State  of  Sports  Today 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

Over  my  years.  I’ve  grown  to 
love  the  competitive  and  exciting 
nature  of  professional  sports.  The 
thrill  of  a  big  win,  the  drama  of  a 
last  second  shot,  the  amazement  at 
a  spectacular  play,  professional 
sports  are  an  easy  escape  from  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  the  “real 
world”.  However,  over  the  past 
few  months,  a  scary  trend  has  re¬ 
entered  the  world  of  professional 
sports.  It  seems  that  in  every  sport 
today,  a  major  rift  has  opened  up 
between  the  players  and  the  own¬ 
ers.  This  has  led  to  a  strike  in 
baseball,  a  lockout  in  hockey,  and 
a  possible  delay  in  the  NBA  sea¬ 
son.  The  previously  fantastic  world 
of  professional  sports  has  become 
a  business  venture  more  than  ever. 

The  Major  League  Players 
strike  is  one  of  the  most  ridiculous 
things  to  hit  the  sports  world  in 
decades.  The  reason  that  the  play¬ 
ers  are  striking  is  basically  that 
they  are  extremely  selfish,  greedy, 
spoiled  brats  who  have  never 
worked  a  day  in  their  lives  yet  are 
dissatisfied  with  a  measly  $4.5 
million  a  year.  The  owners  wish  to 
implement  what  is  called  a  “salary 

cao.”  which  basically  regulates  the 
amount  a  team  can  spend  on 
ballplayers.  The  reason  that  the 
owners  want  this  is  because  the 
teams  which  are  in  smaller  cities 
are  not  making  as  much  as  those  in 
larger  cities.  The  cap  would  help 
balance  the  teams  so  that  each 
would  have  a  fair  chance  to  win. 
The  money-grubbing  players  how¬ 
ever,  because  the  salary  cap  may 
restrict  salaries  slightly,  are  vehe¬ 
mently  against  this.  Thus,  they 
decided  that  if  they  could  not  get 
what  they  wanted,  they  would  ruin 
a  terrific  baseball  season  by  going 


on  strike.  For  the  first  time  in  90 
years,  there  will  be  no  World  Se¬ 
ries.  Baseball  will  never  be  the 
same  again. 

The  situation  in  hockey,  how¬ 
ever,  is  quite  different  The  main 
concern  that  the  players  have  is 
also  over  a  salary  cap.  However,  it 
affects  mostly  rookies  and  other 
inexperienced  players.  Basically, 
it  attempts  to  limit  the  amount  that 
a  player  can  be  given  after  the 
NHL  draft  It  is  a  result  of  the 
massive  salary  increases  given  to 
rookies  over  recent  years.  $3  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  a  year  and  the  player 
has  never  even  participated  in  a 
game!  These  players  are  signed  to 
long-term  contracts  also,  so  if  the 
player  turns  out  to  be  a  mistake, 
you  are  still  required  to  pay  him. 
However,  this  lockout  is  not  the 
players  fault.  They  made  a  prom¬ 
ise  to  the  NHL  owners  and  Com¬ 
missioner  Gary  Bettman  that  if  a 
lockout  (a  situation  where  the 
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What  do  you  think  can  be 
done  to  solve  the  labor  dis¬ 
putes  in  professional  Sports 
today? 
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Please  submit  your  replies  to  Jeff 
Abramo  Hr.  101.  Your  replies 
will  be  published  next  issue. 


owners  basically  lock  the  doors  on 
the  arena  and  cancel  all  games)  was 
averted,  they  would  not  strike  dur¬ 
ing  the  season  or  playoffs.  How¬ 
ever,  the  inept  Commissioner  dis¬ 
regarded  this  and  delayed  the  sea¬ 
son. 

Currently  the  NFL  season  has 
gone  on  without  a  hitch,  however, 
numerous  work  stoppages  during 
the  1980’shavemuddledthatsport's 
reputation  as  well.  And  the  NBA  is 
rumored  to  also  be  experiencing 
friction  between  the  owners  and 
players.  The  Commissioner  of  the 
NBA,  David  Stem,  has  said  that 
there  is  no  need  for  alarm  and  that 
in  all  likelihood,  the  season  would 
go  on  as  scheduled.  However,  the 
same  thing  was  said  by  Commis¬ 
sioner  Bettman  in  August  regard¬ 
ing  the  NHL  season. 

Professional  sports  have  be¬ 
come  abusiness  more  than  ever  and 
it  is  leaving  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouths 
of  many  formerly  devoted  fans.  The 
worst  part  about  this  situation  is 
that  the  professional  teams  are  los¬ 
ing  so  much  money  during  work 
stoppage,  like  this  that  even  if  a 
salary  cap  is  averted,  owners  will 
not  have  enough  money  to  pay  these 
players  what  they  want!  Thus,  the 
players  unsatisfied,  there  may  be 
even  more  disruption  in  the  future! 

I  have  personally  become  ab¬ 
solutely  disgusted  with  professional 
sports,  especially  baseball  because 
the  players  ruined  what  was  an  oth¬ 
erwise  magical  season.  Having 
combined  the  strike  with  the  fact 
that  we  are  represented  by  the  Red 
Sox ,  I  have  decided  to  never  watch 
baseball  again.  As  far  as  hockey, 
we’ll  see  what  happens  with  the 
lockout.  Maybe,  just  maybe,  an 
agreement  can  be  worked  out  and 
the  full  season  can  be  played. 


Ai  of  October  24. 1994 


Scoreboard 


Compiled  By  Jeff  Abramo,  I 


The  Argo  Top  10 
in  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Football 

1.  Boston  Latin  (By  Far,  The  Best 

Around) 

2.  Peabody 

3.  New  Bedford 

4.  Brookline 

5.  Acton-Boxboro 

6.  Wellesley 

7.  Chelmsford 

8.  Walpole 

9.  Waltham 

10.  Xaverian 

361.  The  black  and  blueofEnglish  High 

Volleyball 

Dual  County  League 


Football 
Dual  County  League 


Football 

results 

League 

Overall 

Matignon 

18 

Wolfpack 

6 

Boston  Latin 

3-0-0 

3-1-0 

Wolfpack 

26 

Bedford 

6 

Acton-Boxboro 

2-0-0 

4-0-0 

Wolfpack 

14 

Wayland 

12 

Lincoln-Sudbury 

1-0-0 

3-1-0 

Wolfpack 

18 

Newton  S. 

16 

Westford  Acad. 

1-1-0 

3-1-0 

Wolfpack 

20 

Westford 

6 

Conccrd-Carlisle 

1-1-0 

3-1-0 

Acton-  Box. 

35 

Wolfpack 

14 

Newton  South 

0-1-0 

3-1-0 

Bedford 

0-2-0 

2-2-0 

Wayland 

0-3-0 

1-3-0 

Girls  Cross  Country 
Dual  County  League 


Boston  Latin 

3-1-0 

pet 

0.750 

Acton-Boxboro 

3-1-0 

0.750 

Lincoln  Sudbury 

3-2-0 

0.600 

Newton  South 

2-2-0 

0.500 

Westford 

0-5-0 

0.000 

Boys  Soccer 

Dual  County  League 

Westford  Academy 

8-1-1 

pts. 

17 

Wayland 

7-1-3 

17 

Conccrd-Carlisle 

6-4-0 

12 

Acton-  Boxboro 

5-4-1 

11 

Lincoln-Sudbury 

5-5-1 

11 

Weston 

2-5-2 

6 

Newton  South 

1-5-3 

5 

Boston  Latin 

0-8-1 

1 

Girls  Soccer 
Dual  County  League 

pts. 

Acton  Boxboro  9-1-1  19 

Lincoln-Sudbury  9-1-1  19 

Conccrd-Carlisle  8-1-1  17 

Westford  Academy  6-3-1  13 

Weston  5-4-1  11 

Wayland  5-5-0  10 

Newton  South  1-8-1  3 

Boston  Latin  1-10-0  2 

Bedford  0-11-0  0 

Congratulations  all  around  to  the 
girls  soccer  team  which  picked  up 
its  first  league  win  in  12  years  with 
a  3-1  victory  over  Bedford. 


Newton  South 

7-0-0 

Wayland 

6-1-0 

Concord-  Carlisle 

4-2-0 

Westford  Academy 

4-2-0 

Bedford 

3-4-0 

Lincoln-Sudbury 

3-4-0 

Weston 

2-5-0 

Acton-  Boxboro 

1-6-0 

Boston  Latin 

0-6-0 

Boys  Cross-  Country 
Dual  County  League 


Lincoln-  Sudbury 

Weston 

Bedford 

Westford  Academy 
Newton  South 
Acton-  Boxboro 
Wayland 
Concord-  Carlisle 
Boston  Latin 


7-0-0 

6-1-0 

5-2-0 

4-2-0 

3-4-0 

2-5-0 

2-5-0 

1-5-0 

0-6-0 


Sports 
Spotlight 


Zach  Attack 


Kate  Fruman,  III 


One  of  our  school’s  best  foot¬ 
ball  players  this  year  is  Zach  Fal¬ 
coner.  Gathering  information 
about  him  was  extremely  easy  for 
me,  because  it  seems  I  am  one  of 
a  very  small  group  of  people  who 
had  not  heard  about  him  before. 
Smiling  shyly,  even  he  himself 
says  “I  know  a  lot  of  people,  and 
they  know  me.”  Well,  to  me  “a  lot 
of  people”  definitely  sounds  like 
an  understatement.  Zach  is  cer¬ 
tainly  hard  to  miss,  looking  just  as 
one  would  expect  a  great  football 
1  player  to  look -tall  and  muscular. 

One  would  expect  that  with 
such  a  well-adapted  body  it  was 
easy  for  Zach  to  be  good  at  his 
favorite  sport,  but  that  is  not  true. 
When  he  started,  Zach  was  just  a 
regular,  small  boy.  It  took  a  lot  of 
work  and  concentration  for  him 
to  train  and  become  what  he  is 
now.  He  still  lifts  weights  and 
plays  basketball  to  keep  in  shape. 
Of  course  the  majority  of  his  time 
is  reserved  for  football.  With  all 
his  time  spent  out  on  the  field, 
Zach  still  finds  a  way  to  do  very 
well  in  his  school  work.  He  mod¬ 
estly  explained  that  keeping  his 
grades  up  is  necessary  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  play.  Whatever  the  rea¬ 
son,  however,  the  results  are 
praiseworthy. 

All  of  the  work  Zach  put  into 
the  last  few  years  of  school,  prac¬ 
tices,  and  games,  are  now  paying 
off.  Many  colleges,  such  as  Michi¬ 
gan  State,  are  recruiting  Zach  for 
football  and  academics.  However, 
Zach  is  still  undecided  about  the 
school  of  his  choice.  This  just 
proves  him  to  be  a  thorough  and 
thinking  person,  one  who  does 


not  jump  at  everything  offered  to 
him.  This  time,  others  are  willing 
to  wait  for  him  to  make  the  deci¬ 
sion. 

Although  Zach  is  an  only 
child,  he  did  not  stop  emphasizing 
the  fact  that  he  is  not  spoiled.  He 
spent  a  lot  of  time  with  his  older 
cousins  when  he  was  younger, 
and  he  relates  that  “they  often  beat 
me  up,  but  they  taught  me  a  lot. 
They  were  the  ones  who  turned 
him  on  to  football,  and  he  is  very 
grateful  to  them  for  it.  Football 
made  him  what  he  is  today.  It 
boosted  his  confidence,  and  it 
taught  him  concentration.  Because 
of  all  the  time  he  had  to  put  into 
practices,  Zach  learned  how  to 
manage  his  time  early  on,  and  is 
very  happy  with  this  skill  now.  He 
thinks  that  it  is  great  when  young 
kids  want  to  start  playing  football. 
“Football  kept  me  out  of  trouble. 
It  lets  you  be  aggressive,  even 
violent,”  are  Zach’s  words.  That 
way  he  manages  to  get  rid  of  his 
aggressiveness  out  in  the  field, 
where  it  is  useful,  without  hurting 
others. 

This  year  Zach,  the  captain  of 
the  varsity  team,  finally  stands  out 
from  the  other  players.  He  is  an 
exceptional  fullback,  who  is  a 
pass-receiving  threat  also.  In  the 
past  he  was  caught  in  the  shadow 
of  Rick  Newman,  but  now  he  can 
be  seen  as  the  player  that  he  is.  It 
is  also  to  his  credit  that  he  is  able 
to  be  a  solid  defensive  player.  In 
the  past  he  has  helped  the  team 
win  many  games,  and  he  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  playing  this  year. 

Zach  would  like  to  thank  the 
team  for  training  this  summer  in 
order  to  become  better,  especially 
those  on  the  offensive  line. 


Wolfpack  on  the  Prowl! 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

In  a  long  overdue  show  of 
respect  towards  the  Boston  Latin 
football  team,  the  Boston  Globe 
has  ranked  Boston  Latin  10th  in 
Division  3  High  School  Football 
over  Eastern  Mass.  It  is  a  deserved 
honor,  since  Boston  Latin  leads 
the  Dual  County  League  with  a  3- 
0-0  record,  including  a  big  win 
over  previously  unbeaten  New¬ 
ton-South.  The  Dual  County 
League  in  perennially  one  of  the 
most  competitive  leagues  in  East¬ 


ern  Mass. 

The  Boston  Globe  usually 
snubs  Boston  Latin  when  it  comes 
to  ranking.  In  fact,  when  the  team 
began  last  year  5-0,  they  never 
made  the  Eastern  Mass  top  20  while 
many  4-1  and  even  3-2  teams  did. 

However,  after  a  good  start 
this  year,  the  team  has  cracked  the 
top  ten  and  is  now  on  track  to  give 
another  beating  to  the  black  and 
blue  from  English.  Go  Wolfpack! ! ! 


(footbal)  Paul  Hung.  I 
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Ignorance 

•  Daniel  Baranowski,  1 

a  life  we  couldn’t  help  but  lose. 

I  read  it  in  the  paper, 

I  wonder  why  it  happened, 

I  heard  it  on  the  news. 

was  it  meant  to  be? 

An  innocent  person,  shot  in 

Then  I  assure  myself. 

cold  blood, 

it  could  never  happen  to  me. 

•  •  Lost  •  • 

•  Megan  Doran,  V 

I  so  fondly  remember  those  days 
we  were  children  laughing  and 
growing 

inseperable  best  friends,  always 
together 

we  had  something  so  rare 
we  had  a  true  love  for  each  other 
nothing  blinded  by  hate  or 
jealousy 

only  wishing  the  best  for  each  other 
we  had  no  worries, 
a  world  of  emotions  unknown  to  us 
bad  things  only  in  stories 
everyone  had  good  intentions 
not  that  we  were  naive 
just  never  known  hate 
we  played  together  and  laughed 
oh!  how  innocent  we  were 
then  something  happened 
the  light  switch  clicked  on 
the  monster  inside  woke  up 
now  we  are  friends,  but  something 
lost 

we  grew  up  and  apart, 
we  learned  hate  and  jealousy 
I  don’t  know  when,  I  dont  know 
how 

our  friendship  has  deteriorated 
we  wished  to  grow  up,  earn  respect 
from  the  world 

but  what  we  had  then  was  much 
more  important 
now  instead  of  playing  and 
laughing 

we  work  and  cry  and  face  a  colder 
reality 

our  innocence  bonded  our 
relationship 

and  now  our  innocence  is  lost. 


Untitled 


•  Martha  Deery,  III 

The  black  asphalt,  barely  seen 
under 

the  blanket  of  darkness 
Stretches  out  to  you  calling 
you  by  name 

You  can’t  see  her  murky  color 
but  you 


And  you  long  for  the  things  she 
whispers  to  you 

Empty  promises  of  freedom  and 
knights 

in  shining  armor 

You  follow  her  through  the 

darkness  only  knowing 

The  asphalt  from  the  sky  because 


hear  her  deep  throaty  voice  and 
Feel  her  ebony  smoothness  rising  you  can  hear  her  sobbing, 
towards  the  horizon 


'tyou  ta&te  t&e 
cli££&ie*tce  at 

1 920  A  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA 
566-6468 


•  EAT  IN  •  TAKE  OUT  • 
•  DELIVERY  • 


•  Natasha  Telisiford,  IV  and 
Rasheena  Howard,  IV 


True  Friends  are  Hard  to  Find 


What  is  your  definition  of  a 
true  friend?  Have  you  ever  sat  down 
and  tried  to  count  how  many  true 
friends  you  really  have?  I  bet  you 
have  estimated  less  than  a  handful. 
Now  when  I  say  true  friends,  I 
mean  friends  who  stick  with  you 
through  thick  and  thin  no  matter 
what  the  situation  is.  A  friend  who 


never  tells  any  of  your  secrets  or 
talks  behind  your  back. 

We  are  all  now  in  high  school 
and  we  will  all  experience  a  great 
number  of  dramatic  friendships,  if 
we  have  not  yet  already.  If  it’s  one 
thing  that  high  school  teaches  you, 
it  is  how  to  choose  your  friends 


wisely.  Finding  a  friend  isn’t  hard 
to  do,  but  finding  a  true  friend  is 
difficult.  We’ve  been  through  many 
things  that  could  have  been  avoided 
if  we  chose  our  friends  more  wisely. 

This  friendship  business  in¬ 
volves  a  lot  of  trust  Without  trust 
the  friendship  will  go  nowhere.  In 


order  to  establish  trust  you  need 
time.  You  must  spend  time  with 
your  associate  and  get  to  know 
them.  See  how  they  look  at  certain 
issues  and  their  attitude.  It's  all 
right  to  be  different,  but  you  must 
have  some  type  of  connection  with 
your  true  friend. 


Everyone  seems  to  be  losing 
more  friends  than  gaining  lately, 
so  once  you’ve  found  a  true  friend 
and  you’re  sure  of  it,  don’t  lose 
them  over  something  dumb.  True 
friends  are  very  hard  to  come  by. 
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Editor’s  Note 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

I  think  about  the  Argo  a  lot,  I 
guess.  Maybe  it’s  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  and  I  realize  that  my  article  was 
due  two  weeks  ago  and  I’d  better 
avoid  David  until  I  get  it  in.  Maybe 
it’s  Tuesday  afternoon  and  I’m  go¬ 
ing  up  to  the  Maclab  to  decipher 
someone’s  scrawled  handwriting 
and  perform  some  exciting  data 
entry.  Maybe  it’s  the  delivery  day 
and  I  rush  from  homeroom  to 
homeroom  with  a  stack  of  Argo  on 
my  arm  and  ink  all  over  my  fingers 
and  then  sit  back  to  listen  for  reac¬ 
tions.  Maybe  I’m  filling  out  my 
college  applications  and  hoping  that 
the  admissions  officers  will  under¬ 
stand  how  much  a  copy  editor  has 
to  do.  Sometimes  all  it  takes  is  a 
little  rainbow  colored  apple  with 
one  bite  out  of  it  to  remind  me  of  all 
the  hours  frantically  spent  in  the 
Maclab. 


What  do  I  think  about  the 
Argo  ?  Well,  actually,  I  think  it’s 
pretty  cool.  Considering  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  work  and  stress  it 
takes  to  put  out  each  issue,  I  think 
it’s  pretty  cool  that  we  manage  it 
(more  or  less)  every  month  with¬ 
out  getting  paid,  screwing  up  (re¬ 
ally  badly,  anyway)  or  killing  each 
other  (usually).  I  also  like  the  fact 
that  we  find  news  to  cover,  a  lot  of 
news,  really  pertinent  informative 
news,  in  our  school  community. 
Whether  it’s  articles  on  new  clubs 
or  surveys  on  hot  topics,  the  Argo 
manages  to  connect  (almost)  ev¬ 
erything  to  the  school,  without 
straying  into  pedantry  or  mo¬ 
notony.  Seems  like  there’s  always 
something  exciting  going  on.  I’m 
also  kind  of  pleased  that  we  cover 
both  sides  of  issues,  striving  for 
unbiased  coverage. 


The  Vulgar 
Magazine  Drive 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

In  the  universal  measurement 
of  vulgarity,  Mr.  Flynn’s  magazine 
drive  surely  sets  a  new  record.  This 
is  beyond  vulgar.  It  is  very  vulgar. 
Vulgarissimo.  Really,  an  unneces¬ 
sary  example  of  ugliness. 

Every  year  we  are  required  to 
waste  40  minutes  of  our  time  lis¬ 
tening  to  a  well-rehearsed  sales 
pitch  punctuated  by  stereotypes  and 
insults.  The  rudely  insistent  blink¬ 
ing  lights,  the  blaring  oversized 
magazine  covers  with  their  rows  of 
bleached  teeth,  the  crude  toys 
wreathing  the  once  proud  stage  with 
shame,  all  these  are  but  annoy¬ 


ances,  symptoms  of  the  deep-seated 
ugliness  of  this  assembly. 

It  is  the  offensive  sales  tech¬ 
nique  that  really  bothers  me.  Yes, 
money  must  be  made,  yes,  we  are 
difficult  to  inspire  (but  honestly, 
would  you  like  to  pressure  friends 
and  neighbors  to  buy  something 
they  don’t  want  in  order  to  reduce 
the  price  of  a  prom  you  may  not 
want  to  go  to?).  But  why  anyone 
would  think  that  a  coarse  salesman 
mouthing  blatent  teen  stereotypes 
makes  people  want  to  sell  is  en¬ 
tirely  beyond  me.  I  don’t  feel  in¬ 
spired  to  sell,  I  feel  insulted  and 
disgusted. 
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In  Memoriam 

Teacher  and  Friend: 

Remembering  Mr.  O’Brien 


•  Tom  Klley,  II 

On  Saturday  morning,  No¬ 
vember  5,  1994,  Mr.  Paul  A. 
O’Brien,  the  former  chairman  of 
the  English  department  at  Boston 
Latin  School,  died  of  cardiac  arrest 
while  proctoring  an  SSAT  at  West 
Roxbury  High  School.  He  was 
sixty-one  years  old. 

Mr.  O’Brien  was  Dorchester 
native.  He  earned  his  high  school 
diploma  from  Mission  High  in  1951 
and  went  on  to  serve  for  fourteen 
months  as  a  marine  in  Korea. 

After  returning  from  duty  in 
Korea,  Mr.  O’Brien  graduated  from 
the  Boston  College  School  of  Edu¬ 
cation.  For  his  first  eight  years  in 
education,  he  taught  at  Roslindale 
High  School.  During  this  time,  he 
received  a  master’s  degree  in  edu¬ 
cation  from  Boston  College;  then 
he  returned  to  service  in  the  USA 
Marine  Corps  and  completed  a 
twelve  month  tour  of  duty  in  Viet¬ 
nam. 

Mr.  O’Brien  relumed  to  teach¬ 
ing  again  at  West  Roxbury  High 
School  while  simultaneously  work¬ 
ing  to  obtain  a  second  Master’s 
degree  in  school  administration. 
He  became  head  of  the  English 
Department  at  West  Roxbury  High 
in  1984. 


For  thirty-five 
years ,  [Mr. 
O'Brien]  worked 
in  the  Boston  Pub¬ 
lic  School  System 
as  one  of  the  finest 
teachers  the  city 
will  ever  see. 


Mr.  O’Brien  joined  the  Latin 
School  Community  in  1 992 as  head 
of  the  English  Department.  He 
also  taught  American  literature  to 
members  of  class  IB. 

His  commitment  to  the  Latin 
School  did  not  stop  at  teaching. 
Mr.  O’Brien,  who  had  visited  each 
of  the  fifty  states,  loved  to  travel 
and  organized  a  school  trip  to  Lon¬ 
don  during  April  vacation  last  year. 
He  had  planned  a  trip  to  Italy  for 
this  coming  April. 

Mr.  O’Brien  was  a  dedicated 
patriot,  husband,  father,  and 
teacher.  He  and  his  wife,  Agnes, 
raised  four  children.  Their  elder 
daughter,  Jeanne,  is  also  a  teacher. 
She,  like  so  many  others,  was 
clearly  inspired  by  her  father. 

I  had  Mr.  O’Brien  for  English 
last  year.  I  can  personally  vouch 
for  his  dedication  to  the  job. 
Throughout  the  entire  school  year. 


he  only  missed  one  class,  and  that 
was  because  he  was  required  to 
attend  a  meeting  for  the  heads  of 
all  the  departments. 

Mr.  O’Brien  was  not  a  tradi¬ 
tional  teacher.  He  strove  to  make 
each  day  a  new  and  interesting 
learning  experience,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded.  He  treated  his  students  as 
equals,  and  in  doing  so, 
made  them  comfortable 
in  his  classroom.  He  af¬ 
forded  all  of  us  the  high¬ 
est  respect. 

When  some  of  my 
classmates  and  I  met  Mrs. 

O’Brien  at  her  husband’s 
wake,  it  was  clear  through 
everything  she  said  how 
very  proud  she  was  of  him , 
and  with  good  cause.  For 
thirty-three  years,  Mr. 

Paul  A.  O’Brien  faithfully 
served  his  country  as  both 
an  active  member  and  a 
reservist  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps.  For 
thirty-five  years,  he 
worked  in  the  Boston  Pub¬ 
lic  School  System  as  one 
of  the  finest  teachers  the 
city  will  ever  see. 

Mr.  O’Brien  was,  as 
a  classmate  put  it,  a  true 
gentleman:  kind,  warm, 
dedicated.  Mr.  O’Brien, 
our  friend,  our  teacher, 
thank  you,  and  farewell. 

The  preceding  piece  was  altered 
slightly  from  the  original,  which 
was  read  aloud  on  November  1 7. 

Tom  Kiley,  Marianne  Staniunas, 
and  Kria  Sakakeeny  were  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  sophomore 
English  honors  class  last  year. 


•  Krla  Sakakeeny,  II 

Images  of  you,  Mr.  O’Brien, 
flicker  through  my  mind.  Bits  and 
pieces  of  your  homework  assign¬ 
ments,  your  sayings,  your  face, 
your  smile.  And  I  remember.  I 
remember  the  little  things  that  were 
beginning  to  slip  through  the  cracks 


of  time.  The  swirls  and  curls  of 
your  initials  that  signed  so  many  of 
my  passes  to  the  lav,  weave  spirals 
in  my  head.  I  can  see  them  so 
clearly,  but  I  am  told  that  I  will 
never  see  them  again. 

As  the  crazy  spiraling  of  your 
initials  starts  to  wind  down,  I  begin 
to  hear  your  voice.  I  think  it  was 


rather  soft  But  what  you  said  was 
even  softer.  I  remember  one  day, 
you  saw  Erica  holding  her  bare 
arms  tightly  together.  The  win¬ 
dow  was  open,  and  you  assumed 
she  was  cold.  “I  can  shut  the 
window,  if  you  are  chilled.”  She 
was  fine,  it  was  just  her  way  of 
sitting.  “That’s  good, 

...with  that 
grin,  there  is 
simply  no  way 
to  hide  the  fact 
that  you  love 
this.  You  love 
teaching  us, 
you  love  shar¬ 
ing  your  sto¬ 
ries,  you  love 
sharing  your 
thoughts... 


because  I  hate  to  see 
people  uncomfortable. 
That  is  one  of  my  key 
objectives,  to  make  sure 
everyone  is  comfort¬ 
able.”  I  looked  at  Anna. 
We  both  agreed  that  this 
was  one  of  the  sweetest  things  we 
had  heard  for  a  long  time. 

See,  Mr.  O’Brien,  you  really 
can’t  help  that  rocking,  can  you? 
That’s  OK,  I  don’t  mind.  I  do  mar¬ 
vel  at  how  you  sustain  such  bal¬ 
ance  on  the  tips  of  your  toes,  while 
revealing  the  most  exciting  con¬ 
clusion  to  an  essay.  And  with  that 


grin,  there  is  simply  no  way  to  hide 
that  you  love  this.  You  love  teach¬ 
ing  us,  you  love  sharing  your  sto¬ 
ries,  you  love  sharing  your 
though  ts...You  know?  Ireally  liked 
it  too. 

Did  I  ever  tell  you  how  much 
I  appreciated  the  way  you  assigned 
homework?  You  would  keep 
yesterday’s  assignment  up  on  the 
board  and  write  today’s  below  it.  I 
never  got  confused  or  lost  about 
what  to  do.  I  thank  you.  And  you 
always  had  a  neat  way  of  getting  us 
to  remember  things.  Amnemonic 
device.  That’s  what  it’s  called, 
right? 

Do  you  remember  how  I  used 
to  come  to  your  office  quite  fre¬ 
quently?  Sometimes  I  came  with 
just  a  silly  little  question.  Well, 
secretly,  you  were  the  teacher  I 
was  least  afraid  of,  and  the  teacher 
I  most  enjoyed  talking  to.  You 
made  me  feel  relaxed  and  comfort¬ 
able,  a  rare  occurrence  at  The  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School.  We  mostly  en¬ 
joyed  talking  about  our  travel  ex¬ 
periences.  I  think  England  was  your 
favorite. 

And  now  as  I  am  getting  ready 
to  close  this  file  on  my  computer 
and  save  it  with  all  of  the  other 
ones,  I  notice  a  story.  A  story  I 
wrote  when  I  was  in  your  class.  It 
was  about  my  guinea  pig,  and  the 
day  that  he  died.  I  think  you  under¬ 
stood  why  I  did  not  want  to  read  it 
out  loud  to  the  class.  I  think  you 
understood  a  lot.  Perhaps  you  un¬ 
derstand  what  we  are  all  feeling 
right  now.  I  hope  you  do,  because 
it  goes  something  like...“We  love 
you,  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  will  truly 
miss  you.” 


•  Marianne  Staniunas,  li 

Mr.  O’Brien,  smiling. 
Forever  carved  into  my 
memory. 

He  still  stands  at  the  front  of  the 
class 

on  the  first  day  of  school  last 
year, 

welcoming  each  jittery  student 
with  a  warm  grin. 

He  still  stands  at  the  blackboard 
writing  an  important  word, 
drawing  a  diagram. 
Turning,  he  searches  our  faces 
for  understanding  and  attention; 
finding  it,  he  smiles. 

His  eyes  light  up, 
his  mouth  quietly  stretches, 
and  he  smiles  with  pride. 
Pride  in  himself  because  he  is 
teaching; 

Pride  in  us  because  we  are 
learning. 

Teacher  of  Shakespeare, 
Teacher  of  Poe, 


Teacher  of  humor, 
Teacher  of  life. 

Mr.  O’Brien,  smiling. 

Forever  encouraging  us 
to  think,  to  dream, 
to  do,  to  live; 
never  just  to  be. 

He  told  us  stories  of  his  life, 
of  his  pride  in  his  accomplish¬ 
ments, 
in  his  family; 

And  he  taught  us  to  value 
ourselves, 
our  talents, 
our  accomplishments, 
without  ever  saying  the  words. 

Teacher  of  Shakespeare, 
Teacher  of  Poe, 
Teacher  of  humor. 


■ 


Teacher  of  life. 


That  is  how  I  see  him, 
looking  through  a  clear  glass 
window 

into  my  past,  and  into  my 
present 

Mr.  O’Brien,  smiling. 


Kenneth  Lee,  I 
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Mentor  Program 


•  Ms.Longfleld 

The  Boston  Latin  School 
Alumni  Mentor  Program,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Foundation  and  working  with 
Greater  Boston  One-to-One 
through  a  grant  from  NYNEX 
Corporation,  began  last  year  with 
ten  alumni  mentors  and  student 
mentees  from  the  Saturday  Suc¬ 
cess  School.  The  program  was 
started  to  provide  one-to-one  at¬ 
tention  to  BLS  students.  Seven  of 
the  ten  pairs  will  be  continuing  in 
the  program  and  Fifteen  new  men¬ 
tors  and  mentees  will  be  joining 
the  group  this  year. 

Starting  small  has  al- 

. .  .students 
receive  extra 
support  and 
attention. .  .and 
utimately  succeed 
at  BLS 

lowed  the  program  the  focus  and 
flexibility  needed  to  create  a  strong 
program  for  students  in  their  first 
two  years  of  Latin  School.  The 
program’s  goals  are  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  receive  extra  support  and 
attention,  have  fun,  and  ultimately 
succeed  at  Boston  Latin  School. 
The  students  are  also  exposed  to 
the  world  outside  of  BLS  through 
outings  with  their  mentors. 

Mentors  are  Latin  S  chool 
alumni  who  provide  positive  adult 
friendship,  support,  companion¬ 
ship,  and  guidance  for  their 
mentees .  They  want  to  give  back  to 
the  School  through  volunteering 
their  time  and  are  willing  to  make 
a  year-long  commitment  to  the  pro¬ 
gram.  All  mentors  submit  charac¬ 
ter  references  and  also  attend  a 
training  session  given  by  the 


Greater  Boston  One-to-One  orga¬ 
nization.  Mentees  are  selected  to 
the  program  and  must  be  respon¬ 
sible  in  attending  meetings  and 
group  activities. 

Both  mentors  and 
mentees  fill  out  applications  which 
include  the  following  information: 
gender,  age,  languages  spoken, 
availability,  needs,  interests,  pref¬ 
erences,  life  experience,  and  tem¬ 
perament.  After  being  matched, 
both  the  mentors  and  mentees  sign 
contracts  agreeing  to  the 
program’s  expectations  and  the 
mentor  relationship. 

Mentors  are  expected  to 
meet  or  talk  with  their  mentees  at 
least  every  other  week  and  do  an 
activity  together  at  least  every 
other  month  throughout  the  year. 
All  of  the  mentors  and  mentees 
participate  in  a  whole  group  activ¬ 
ity  once  a  month.  This  year  the 
group  has  a  number  of  fun  activi¬ 
ties  planned,  including  ice  skating 
on  the  Common,  touring  the  State 
House,  and  participating  in  a  com¬ 
munity  service  activity  before  the 
holidays.  Group  activities  and 
meetings,  while  social  in  nature, 
also  allow  mentors  and  mentees  to 
talk  about  current  events,  teen  is¬ 
sues,  world  politics,  leadership, 
and  many  other  topics. 

The  PIC  Career  Special¬ 
ist  at  BLS,  Kyle  Gray,  started  the 
program  last  year  by  coordinating 
the  matching  process,  training, 
student  meetings,  and  group  ac¬ 
tivities.  This  year,  Susan 
Longfield,  Coordinator  of  the  Sat¬ 
urday  Success  School,  is  also  co¬ 
ordinating  the  Mentor  Program. 
The  coordinator  holds  separate 
monthly  mentor  and  mentee  meet¬ 
ings  to  discuss  successes  and  frus¬ 
trations  and  records  information 
for  evaluation  purposes.  The  co¬ 
ordinator  also  facilitates  and  moni¬ 
tors  communication  between  the 
mentees  and  mentors. 


Jonathan  Tran,  ii 


People  Making  a  Difference 


•  Phuong  Hoang,  I 

People  Making  a  Differ¬ 
ence  is  an  organization  set  up  by 
Lori  Tsurada.  Lori  started  this  or¬ 
ganization  to  work  with  the  com¬ 
munity,  to  bring  a  variety  of  people 
together,  and  to  help  a  community 
in  need  of  improvement  She  tries 
to  make  it  fun  for  everyone  and 
succeeds. 

I  went  to  one  of  the  community 
services  that  Lori  held.  This  was  at 
the  old  garden  in  Dorchester  on 
Michigan  Ave.  It  looked  like  a 
dump,  but  we  cleaned  it  up  and 
brought  back  the  beauty  of  the 


long  forgotten  garden. 

Everyone  felt  satisfied  with 
what  we  had  done,  as  well  as 
proud  of  ourselves.  I  know  what 
we  have  done  will  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  for  the  community.  Every 
time  this  organization  and  its  vol¬ 
unteers  work  with  a  community, 
the  people  within  the  community 
feel  better  knowing  that  someone 
would  like  to  help  them  out 
If  you  would  like  to  participate 
in  the  next  community  service  in 
January  call  (6 1 7)  426- 1 343  ext. 2. 
Students  and  teachers  are  wel¬ 
come! 


BLS  Mentor  Program 

Continuing  participants: 

BLS  Alumni 

Victoria  Salesman 

Angela  Scala  ’88 

Aimee  Lima 

Ruth  Robles  ’88 

Haris  Hardaway 

Lee  Daniels  ’67 

Nadia  Torres 

Rebecca  Robles  ’88 

Coreen  Weinstein 

Tracy  Giunta  O’Donnell  ’81 

Heather  Neidhardt 

Anne  DiNatale  Spy  ’81 

Greg  Saunders 

Michael  Tobin  ’82 

Carla  Victum  ’87 

Julius  Babbitt  ‘87 

Reebok  Human  Rights 
Youth  In  Action  Award 


Iqbal  Mashih 

•  Nancy  Poon,  III 

While  many  may  wish  to  cher¬ 
ish  the  memories  of  their  carefree 
youth,  Iqbal  Mashih,  the  eleven 
year  old  recipient  of  the  Reebok 
Youth  In  Action  Award,  is  one 
who  would  gladly  erase  the  horri¬ 
fying  images  of  torture  his  early 
years  brought  him.  At  only  four 
years  of  age,  sold  by  his  father  for 
twelve  dollars,  Iqbal  began  six 
years  of  childhood  slavery. 

Among  one  of  the  thousands 
of  Pakistani  children  sold  into 
bondage  each  year,  Iqbal  spent  six 
years  working  more  than  twelve 
hours  a  day  at  a  carpet  factory 


where  he  was  constantly  abused  by 
his  owner.  Rape,  illnesses,  malnu¬ 
trition,  and  injuries  all  became  part 
of  the  daily  lives  of  the  bondage 
children.  However,  in  1992,  Iqbal 
defied  his  owner  and  attended  a 
freedom  day  celebration  held  by 
the  Bonded  Labor  Liberation  Front 
(BLLF)  where  he  learned  about  his 
rights  and  discovered  the  chance  to 
turn  his  distant  dream  of  freedom 
into  reality.  On  his  own  initiative, 
he  contacted  a  BLLF  lawyer  and 
obtained  a  letter  of  freedom  which 
he  showed  to  his  former  master.  At 
only  ten  years  old,  Iqbal  found  the 
courage  and  strength  to  refuse  to 
accept  a  life  chosen  for  him. 

Now  enrolled  in  a  school  for 
freed  bonded  children,  Iqbal  takes 
part  in  the  work  of  the  BLLF  presi¬ 
dent,  Ehsan  Ulhah  Khan.  By  tell- 
ing  his  personal  story  and  sending 


out  words  of  encouragement,  he  has 
helped  free  many  other  illegally 
bonded  children.  “United  together, 
the  children  of  the  world  can  make 
a  difference  and  have  their  voices 
heard,”  he  said  with  determination. 
This  courageous  fight  against  child 
slavery  has  made  Iqbal  an  example 
of  leadership  and  the  capability  of 
youths  to  make  a  difference. 

For  this,  Iqbal  is  recognized  by 
Reebok  Human  Rights  Youth  in 
Action  Award,  one  of  the  two  people 
given  this  honor  in  its  seventh  year 
of  existence.  During  his  brief  visit 
to  Boston  this  month  to  receive  the 
Reebok  Award,  Iqbal  continues  his 
campaign  to  raise  awareness  on  child 
labor  by  speaking  out  various  groups 
including  the  public  media.  He  en¬ 
treats  that  Americans  support  him 
in  this  fight  for  human  rights.  “I 
wish  to  meet  President  Clinton  to 


convey  my  emotions  and  ask  him 
put  pressure  to  stop  bondage  and 
put  the  children  in  school,”  Iqbal 
said  in  a  young  voice  full  of  hope. 

In  the  meantime,  Iqbal  will 
depart  for  Britain  to  continue  his 
campaign  prior  to  returning  to 
Pakistan  where  he  will  continue 
his  education.  “I  want  to  be  a 
lawyer  so  that  I  can  help  other 
children  out  of  suffering,”  he  de¬ 
clared. 

As  I  sat  in  acozy  room  inside 
the  Parkman  House  listening  to 
the  eloquence  of  this  little  boy’s 
speech,  reflections  of  my  own 
life  seemed  insignificant  in  com¬ 
parison.  As  the  youth  of  today 
complain  about  their  petty  every¬ 
day  problems,  it  becomes  too  easy 
to  lose  sight  of  the  true  heroes. 
Thank  you,  Iqbal,  for  reaching 
out  to  us. 


City  Year 
Serve  - 
a  -Thon 

•  Valerie  Towe,  III 

We  were  all  smiles  after  a 
hard  day’s  work  at  this  year’s  City 
Year  Serve-a-Thon.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  October  22, 1994,  thousands 
of  people  from  all  over  the  country 
gathered  at  Boston  Commons  for 
registration,  breakfast,  and  morning 
exercises  to  pump  up  the  blood  for 
the  day’s  activities.  Over  twenty 
Boston  Latin  School  students  led  by 
seniors  Mary  Desouza  and  Kelly 
Gushue  volunteered  at  this  event  to 
help  clean  up  Boston  and  making  it 
a  better  place. 


Each  team  was  sent  to  a 
different  part  of  Boston  where  they 
served  the  community  by  perform¬ 
ing  some  activities  such  as  painting 
over  graffiti-stained  walls,  washing 
clothes,  and  providing  entertainment 
for  the  elderly.  Close  to  home  at 
Mission  Hill,  the  BLS  team  gath¬ 
ered  trash,  mopped  floors,  and 
painted.  A  quick  lunch  at  Sparr's  re¬ 
energized  everyone  for  the  for  the 
afternoon’s  work.  At  four  o'clock 
after  returning  to  the  Commons,  ev¬ 
eryone  celebrated  their  hard  work 
with  food,  dance,  and  music! 

The  House  of 
Blue  Leaves 

•  Sarah  Adams,  II 

Following  the  rousing  suc¬ 
cess  of  Neil  Simon’s  Rumors  last 
spring,  the  BLS  Classical  Club  is 
pleased  to  announce  this  year’s  pro¬ 
duction.  The  House  of  Blue  Leaves , 
by  John  Guare,  will  be  presented 
February  10,  11,  17,  and  18  at  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art’s 
Tower  Auditorium. 

The  story  line,  riddled  with 
music,  explosives,  and  nuns,  will  be 
brought  to  life  by  the  acting  talents 
of  Josh  Gaffney  (I),  Julianna  Pepp 
(TV),  Marianne  Staniunas  (II),  Dan 
Older  (IV),  Mandisa  Mack  (III), 
Peter  Thomas  Black  (II),  Liz  Hauck 
(II),  Thao  Tran  (II),  Sara  Camden 

(I) ,  Ziad  Obermeyer  (III),  and  Chris 
Bletzer  (II). 

Tom  Kiley  (II)  returns  as 
director  for  this  year’s  endeavor. 
Mr.  Regan  has  leant  his  services  as 
advisor  and  producer;  Sarah  Adams 

(II)  is  also  producing;  John  Moore 

(II)  is  stage  manager;  Scot  Allan 

(III)  is  the  musical  director.  The 
show  is  being  produced  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  The  Mission  Hill  Theatre 
Company  and  the  advertising  firm 
of  Hill,  Holliday,  Connors,  and 
Cosmupolous. 

The  cast  and  crew  look  for¬ 
ward  to  seeing  you  in  February. 


Phuong  Hoang,  I 
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News 


•  Raymond  LI,  I 
Class  President 


The 

President's 

Column 


Many  events  have  taken  place 
in  the  past  few  months,  such  as  the 
College  Fair,  the  Parent-Faculty 
Dance,  the  Pep-Rally  and,  of 
course,  the  BLS-English  football 
game.  The  Senior  Class  Officers 
and  Class  Committee  Members 
also  have  completed  a  few  projects, 
and  started  many  others  which 
hopefully  will  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

In  October  and  November,  the 
officers,  class  committee  members, 
a  few  volunteer  seniors,  masters, 
and  counselors,  have  put  together 
a  packet  of  college  related  materi¬ 
als.  Because  the  College  Fair  came 
at  the  perfect  time,  in  early  Octo¬ 
ber,  we  were  able  to  ask  a  few 
admission  officers  for  advice  con¬ 
cerning  college  admissions.  It  was 
a  long,  laborious  yet  rewarding 
task,  typing,  searching  for  college 
related  material,  asking  admission 
officers  questions,  and  standing 
next  to  the  Xerox  machines  at 
CopyCop  late  at  might  xeroxing 
the  material  from  books  and  maga¬ 
zines.  We  finally  completed  this 
project  and  every  senior  homeroom 
should  have  at  least  a  couple  of 
copies  of  this  compilation  by  now. 
If  anyone  didn’t  get  a  copy,  let  me 
know.  If  anyone  finds  this  useful, 
we’ll  probably  put  together  a  sec¬ 
ond  volume  to  help  answer  the 
question  that  will  come  up  when 
you  receive  those  fat  letters  of  ac¬ 
ceptances,  “Where  should  I  go?” 

I  must  commend  the  student 
body  for  your  dedication  to  com¬ 
munity  service  and  for  helping  the 
school  to  raise  funds.  On  the  21st 
of  October,  BLS  held  a  Parent- 
Faculty  Dance.  The  goal  of  this 
dance  is  to  raise  money  for  the 
school,  school  activities,  and  schol¬ 
arships.  That  Friday,  the  school 
needed  students  to  help  decorate 
the  cafeteria  and  help  in  various 
preparations.  A  significant  num¬ 
ber  of  students  showed  up  to  help. 
Some  came  during  their  R6  and/or 
R7  studies  to  help;  others  stayed 
after  school  for  over  2  hours.  Some 
of  these  benevolent  individuals  are 
Winnie  Chan,  Phatiwe  Cohen, 
Caitlin  Fitzgerald,  Chang  Foo, 
Joshua  Gaffney,  Mari  Guarino, 
Garnet  Harris,  Hamilton  Ho,  Owen 
Kelly,  Maymei  Lau,  Yanny  Lau, 
Amy  Lawless,  Heuling  Lee, 


Quaime  Lee,  Raymond  Li, 
Catherine  Mak,  Nancy  Mui,  Rachel 
Skerrit,  and  Sovanda  Som.  (If  I 
missed  anyone,  please  let  me  know) 
The  dance  was  a  great  success, 
raising  thousands  of  dollars  for  the 
school. 

Another  event  where  a  large 
number  of  students  came  to  give  a 
helping  hand  and  join  the  celebra¬ 
tion  was  at  the  Pre-Thanksgiving 
Dinner  held  on  the  22nd  of  No¬ 
vember  at  the  Westin  Hotel.  This 
annual  event  brings  many  alumni 
together,  especially  the  25th  and 
the  50th  reunion  classes.  The  BLS 
Foundation,  the  organization  that 
help  raise  money  for  the  school 
(over  $  1  million  last  year)  and  help 
organize  reunions  and  class  events, 
needed  students  to  help  welcome 
the  alumni  and  to  collect  money 
for  th is  event.  Many  students  came 
to  the  Westin  at  4:30  P.M.  (some 
even  came  45  minutes  early!)  and 
stayed  until  9:45  P.M.  helping  out. 
Some  of  these  dedicated  students 
are: 

Sharifa  Anderson,  101,  Aderito 
Andrade  101,  Breton  Baker  101, 
Daniel  Baranowski  101,  Kendra 
Blackette  101,  Paul  Chandler 
102,Winnie  Chan  102,  Marc 
Ciriello  103,  Sylvia  Eng  104, 
Nabulungi  Mack- Williams  131, 
Catherine  Mak  131, HoangNguyen 
134,  Ino  Okaowo  134,  Romelia 
Salazaer  135,  Anita  Siegfriedt  136, 
Joedy  Tran  136 

Thank  You  All  for  helping  in 
such  important  events. 

One  event  that  will  go  down  in 
the  record  books  is  the  BLS-En¬ 
glish  game.  One  the  23rd  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  Pep-Rally  was  held  to 
fire  up  support  for  our  football 
team.  I  could  feel  the  enthusiasm 
and  the  energy  of  the  crowd  as  I 
cheered  the  football  team  as  they 
stepped  into  the  gymnasium.  The 
24th  of  November  was  the  BLS- 
English  game.  As  the  game  began, 
everyone  hoped  that  we’ll  win.  4th 
quarter,  Latin  was  on  their  40  yard 
line  with  10  seconds  left  in  the 
game.  We  held  our  breath  as  the 
final  seconds  ticked  away. 
“4...3...2...1...”  We  Won!  We  shut 
out  English  41-0,  one  of  the  big¬ 
gest  victories  in  our  school’s  his¬ 


tory!  I  give  my  warmest  congratu¬ 
lations  to  our  dauntless  football 
team,  to  the  dedicated  team  of 
coaches,  and  to  the  countless  sup¬ 
porters  on  the  side.  Great  Job! 

One  of  our  present  projects  is 
student  parking.  One  possibility  is 
to  negotiate  a  package  with  Sears. 
I  am  not  sure  how  far  we  will  have 
gotten  with  this  by  the  time  this 
article  is  published  but  hopefully, 
we  will  be  able  to  have  it  com¬ 
pleted  by  Christmas.  Suggestions 
and  comments  are  always  wel¬ 
comed.  If  anyone  would  like  to 
participate  in  this  project,  let  us 
know. 

Another  project  we  are  start¬ 
ing  is  the  resurrection  of  the  Buddy 
System.  This  project  will  involve 
Classes  I,  IVB,  and  VI.  We  (se¬ 
niors)  had  it  when  we  were  in  Class 
VI,  we  thought  it  would  be  helpful 
for  this  year’s  Classes  IVB  and  VI. 
If  anyone  would  like  to  help,  let  us 
know.  I  plan  to  form  a  Committee 
for  this  in  the  next  few  days.  If 
anyone  is  interested,  let  me  know. 
Hopefully,  the  Buddy  System  will 
start  before  Christmas. 

This  month  is  a  very  busy 
month,  seniors  have  their  applica¬ 
tions  to  complete,  the  musicians 
have  their  rehearsals,  the  BLS  com¬ 
munity  is  preparing  to  celebrate 
the  holidays,  and  we,  the  officers 
and  committee  members,  have 
many  projects  tocomplete.  I  would 
like  to  mention  all  that  we  will  be 
doing  but  space  does  not  permit 
me  to  do  so.  The  Class  Committee 
Members  will  keep  everyone  in¬ 
formed.  If  anyone,  I  mean  abso¬ 
lutely  anyone,  has  any  questions, 
suggestions,  or  comments,  please 
feel  free  to  address  them  to  any  one 
of  us  (Ray  Li  131,  Mari  Guarino 
104,KendraBlackette  101, Sharifa 
Anderson  101,  Nabulungi  Mack- 
Williams  131,  Benjamin  Allen  101 , 
Myron  Allukian  101,  Eben 
Burham-Snyder  102,  Winnie  Chan 
102,  Marc  Ciriello  102,  B redan 
Greally  104,  Owen  Kelliher  130, 
Ino  Okoawo  134,  Jason  Serino  135, 
and  Jared  Simmons  136),  we’re 
here  to  make  this  the  most  enjoy¬ 
able  and  memorable  year  for  the 
class  and  the  school.  We  wish  all 
of  you  a  very  Merry  Christmas  and 
a  Happy  New  Year! 


Creative  cIravel 

765  CENTRE  STREET  (at  the  Monument)  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  S  OLDEST  ESTABLISHED  TRAVEL  AGENCY 

,  524-7700 

DEPENDABLE  QUALITY  AND  SERVICE  FOR  60  YEARS  —  GIVE  US  A  CALL 

CRUISES  —  AMTRAK  —  AIR  TICKETS  —  MOTORCOACH  TOURS 
FOR  INDEPENDENT  AND  GROUP  ARRANGEMENTS 

Call  and  ask  for  Bill  Dunn  —  BLS  Class  ‘63 


Proposed  School- 
Within-a-School 


•  Meghan  Doran,  V 

Maybe  you’ve  heard  the  ru¬ 
mors  (or  maybe  you  haven’t)  of  a 
new  school-within-a-school  pro¬ 
gram,  by  now,  but  basically  it’s 
something  the  students  haven’t 
heard  much  about.  So,  what  is  it? 

The  new  School- 
within-a-School 
program  would 
focus  on  more 
interactive 
learning 

Recently  the  Boston  Teachers 
Union  and  the  Superintendent 
made  an  agreement,  to  allow  pilot 
schools  to  be  created,  as  a  separate 
school  within  an  actual  school. 
These  schools  would  be  like  char¬ 
ter  schools  and  the  money  that 
would  have  been  used  for  the  stu¬ 
dents  in  BLS  system  would  be 
transferred  to  the  pilot  schools. 
These  schools  would  also  be  free 
from  BPS  regulations. 

The  new  School-within-a- 
School  program  would  focus  on 


more  interactive  learning  through 
new  kinds  of  technology  and  would 
include  all  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades.  In  this  school  the  day  would 
be  an  hour  longer,  providing  eight 
periods  a  day  and  easier  access  to 
computer  facilities.  Technology 
would  be  one  of  the  main  themes 
for  both  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  and  CD-ROM  might  be 
made  accessible  to  the  students. 
There  would  be  five  to  seven  clus¬ 
ters  for  each  grade,  team  teaching, 
and  an  important  writing  program. 
The  program  would  be  governed 
by  teachers,  parents,  and  adminis¬ 
trators. 

Thematic  learning  would  be  a 
very  important  part  of  this  pro¬ 
gram.  The  eighth  grade  would  be 
modeled  on  the  Connections  Pro¬ 
gram,  instead  of  only  two  clusters 
there  would  be  five  to  seven  clus¬ 
ters.  The  theme  would  still  be  based 
on  the  arts.  The  seventh  grade  pro¬ 
gram  would  be  modeled  on  GEMS 
(geometry,  english,  math,  science), 
which  means  it  would  be  based 
more  on  science  than  art. 

When  or  if  the  pilot  school 
will  be  instituted,  no  one  yet  knows, 
due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  long 
and  difficult  process  involved  in 
putting  a  pilot  school  in  place. 


The  goal  of  this  pilot  school-within-a-school  would  be  to 
enhance  the  academic  success  and  well-being  of  the  middle 
level  students.  Achieving  the  goal  would  involve: 

(Pilot  School  Proposal) 


•  lengthening  the  school  day  by 
one  hour 

•  dividing  all  students  in  the  pi¬ 
lot  into  groups  no  larger  than 
150,  each  of  which  would  be 
taught  by  a  small  team  of  teach¬ 
ers  with  common  planning  time 

•  expanding  the  role  of  teachers 
as  researchers,  curriculum  de¬ 
signers,  collaborators,  and  evalu¬ 
ators,  while  providing  them  with 
more  time,  fewer  students,  and 
additional  resources  within  the 
extended  school  day 

•  developing  curriculum  through 
the  teams  of  teachers  that 
stressed  higher-order  thinking 
and  used  thematic  and  interdis¬ 
ciplinary  approaches  to  help  stu¬ 
dents  integrate  what  they  were 


learning  in  different  disciplines 

•  engaging  students  as  active 
learners  and  problem  solvers 
rather  than  passive  recipients  of 
pre-selected  knowledge 

•  devising  increasingly  sophis¬ 
ticated  modes  of  assessment 

•  making  greater  and  more  ef¬ 
fective  use  of  cultural  and  insti¬ 
tutional  collaborators  and  other 
outside  resources 

•  infusing  technology  into  the 
curriculum  in  ways  that  closely 
related  to,  and  supported,  aca¬ 
demic  objectives  and  effective 
learning 

•  establishing  a  staircase  of  stu¬ 
dent  support  services  and  addi¬ 
tional  extracurricular  activities 


Coming  Next  Issue: 

The  other  side  of  the  Pilot  School 
Proposal. 


The  School-Within-a-School  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  the  opposition. 

•  In-depth  analysis. 

•  Exclusive  interviews. 

•  and  much  more... 
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Gay/Straight  Alliance 


The  Day  of  the  GSA  Parade 


•  Ben  Cohen-Leadholm,  I 


After  many  crescendoing  “Ex¬ 
cuse  me’s,"  I  Force  my  way 
through  the  human  wall  on  the  bus 
and  plop  myself  down  onto  a  va¬ 
cant  seat.  My  eyes  wander  across 
the  people  sitting  next  to  and  around 
me  and  focus  on  a  sophomore: 
numerous  piercing  in  each  ear, 
neck-  chain  holding  several  col¬ 
ored  aluminum  rings,  numerous 
pink  triangle  pins,  red  ribbons 
rainbowed  rectangles,  effeminate 
appearance,  girlie  laugh... 

Under  my  breath  I  derisively 
utter,  “faggot.”  The  bus  arrives  at 
Boston  Latin  School;  we  go  our 
separate  ways;  the  experience  is 
forgotten. 

A  friend  mentions  that  he  is 
planning  on  joining  the  Gay/ 
Straight  Alliance  and  invites  me  to 
visit  a  meeting.  In  my  often  stereo¬ 
typing  mind,  I  imagine  the  collec¬ 
tions  of  hyper-  sensitive  diehard 
liberals  aiming  to  attract  attention 
to  their  unconventional  and  con¬ 
troversial  group;  I  decline. 

I  reluctantly  break  up  with  my 
long- time  girlfriend;  I  feel  choked 
by  my  ring  of  homogeneously 
homophobic  friends;  I  need  to  step 
away  to  get  my  head  together.  As 
a  personal  favor  to  my  friend,  I 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Gay/ 
Straight  Alliance  and  listen  with 
rooted  partiality. 


“The  first  important  issue  on 
the  agenda  is  counting  who  wants 
to,  participate  in  the  AIDS  walk  on 
Sunday  and  secondly,  those  who 
can  partake  in  Gay  Pride  Day  in 
two  Saturdays. 

Hands?” 

I  immediately 
think  to  myself,  “Great. 

A  day  full  of  dikes  and 
homos  marching 
about,  strutting  their 
stuff  and  exchanging 
phone  numbers.  No 
chance  I’ll  be  there.” 

My  friend,  the 
club’s  co-chairman 
speaks,  “I  just  wanted 
to  announce  to  you 
guys  that  Governor 
Weld  is  giving  us  a 
$2,000  grant  and  we 
can  begin  deciding  on 
our  banner  and  T- shirt 
designs  and  the  glass 
display  case  for  no¬ 
tices.” 

Another  member  questions, 
“Hey  you,  the  new  one,  join  in  on 
the  talking,  c’mon.  What’s  your 
name?” 

“Oh,  oh,  me?”  I  stutter,  “My 
name  is  Ben...  I’m  here  with  Jared. 
I’d  rather  just  listen  if  you  don’t 
mind.” 

The  kid  I  saw  on  the  bus  shyly 


they  appreciate  her. 

I  see  members  of  the  Gay/ 
Straight  Alliance  around  the 
school:  in  the  halls,  about  the 
cafeteria,  after  school  at  the 
McDonald’s  around 
the  comer;  they  all 
make  an  effort  to  say, 
“hi.”  At  first  I  don’t 
feel  like  responding, 
but  I  do  after  a  while 
and  even  initiate  the 
greetings  in  school. 
New  friends. 

Dan,  the  alum¬ 
nus  Alliance  super¬ 
visor  begins  the 
meeting,  “Hey  guys, 
I’d  like  to  tell  you 
something....  I’m  gay 

and  I  have  AIDS . ” 

Silence.  Tears 
hesitate  on  the  ridges 
of  Dan’s  cheeks  and 
then  freefall  to  the 
ground. 

There  is  an  au¬ 
dible  moan  in  the 
room,  sobbing;  then  more  silence. 

My  vision  blurs,  eyes  sting¬ 
ing  with  salty  tears.  I  begin  to 
choke  up  and  turn  my  head  away. 

I  take  part  in  the  AIDS  Walk 
For  Life,  representing  Boston 
Latin  School  with  a  loud  T-shirt 
as  I  hold  a  side  of  the  gigantic 


raises  his  hand  and  hesitates;  he 
tells  of  the  other  day  when  in  class 
he  was  crudely  heckled  and  physi¬ 
cally  threatened  for  being  gay.  I  feel 
shamed  by  my  earlier  unspoken  cru¬ 


elty  to  him. 

The  conversation  moves  to  Jill, 
the  other  co-chairman,  who  tells  the 
group  she  is  bisexual.  She  adds  that 
she  is  not  comfortable  enough  to 
talk  about  it  further,  but  just  wanted 
to  say  it  aloud.  Understanding  faces 
surround  her,  emphatic  heads  nod; 


banner;  I’m  walking  for  Dan. 

Along  the  walk  I  speak  with 
Dan;  we  began  slowly  chatting  and 
then  share  some  laughs;  we  talk 
About  his  undergrad  days  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  film  school  in  Holly¬ 
wood;  I  am  comfortable;  I’m  not 
nervous  anymore. 

Two  weeks  later,  I  join  in  on 
the  Gay  Pride  Day  rallies.  I’m 
cheering  the  floats  that  pass  by 
with  their  gay  bar  sponsor.  I’m 
holding  a  wooden  sign  of  Socrates 
with  a  large  pink  triangle  in  the  top 
right-hand  comer,  there  are  identi¬ 
cal  signs  with  the  other  faces:  Vir¬ 
ginia  Woolf,  Caesar,  John  Cheever. 
The  march  through  the  South  End 
streets  starts  and  I  cannot  stop 
smiling — beaming.  Windows  are 
stuffed  with  shouting  supporters; 
men  .women,  and  children  stream 
from  buildings  running  to  join  the 
procession;  followers  on  the  side¬ 
walks  take  pictures,  and  yell, 
“That’s  right  Boston  Latin!! 
Alright!!  Boston  Latin!!!!!!”  My 
smile  radiates  with  pride  in  my 
school  and  in  my  group. 

I  spot  some  of  my  friends  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  parade;  they 
point  at  me,  laugh  hysterically  and 
wait  for  me  to  approach  them.  I 
give  them  the  middle  finger;  I  go 
off  with  my  friends  from  the  Gay/ 
Straight  Alliance. 


DAVID  GORIN 

President 

* 

/ j  /// 

DAVID’S  BOOKS,  INC. 

rfU/ljCOu24%£f^ 

1876  Centre  St. 

Est.  1910 

West  Roxbury,  MA  02132-1902 

Individual  and  class  instruction; 
voice  and  all  instruments.  Theory 

Pre-Read  Paperbacks  •  New  Books 

and  ensembles.  Music  therapy  for 

special  needs. 

•  Special  Orders  • 

482-7494 

Between  Berkeley  &  Clarendon 

Streets  in  Boston’s  South  End 

34  Warren  Avenue,  Boston 

(617)  327-7837 
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Gay/Straight  Alliance 


Homophobia:  A  Survey  of  Attitudes  Among 


Boston  Latin  Students 


•  Introduction  from  GSA 
Survey  published  by 
Manilla  &  Kiley  on  October 
1994 

The  following  survey  was  con¬ 
ducted  among  352  high  school  jun¬ 
iors  at  Boston  Latin  School,  on 
October  3, 1994. 

The  survey  was  coordinated 
by  the  Boston  Latin  Gay/Straight 
Alliance,  a  school  organization 
composed  of  students  from  all 
grade  levels  at  the  school.  This  is 
the  first  survey  released  by  the 
alliance,  which  was  founded  in  the 
winter  of  1994. 

The  purpose  of  the  survey  was 
primarily  to  determine  whether  a 
serious  problem  existed  at  Boston 
Latin  School.  It  was  to  determine 
which  demographics  were  more 
likely  to  have  anti-gay  attitudes. 

It  was  a  written,  confidential 
survey  reflecting  the  views  of  the 
entire  BLS  class  of  1996.  18%  of 
respondents  were  15  years  of  age 
or  less;  67%  were  16;  14%  were  17 
or  over,  1%  refused.  56%  of  the 
respondents  were  female,  and 44% 
were  male. 


Respondents  were  encouraged 
to  choose  answers  which  they  felt 
best  described  their  opinions;  those 
who  were  unable  to  choose  any 
answer,  for  the  sake  of  the  figures, 
were  categorized  as  refusals. 

Males  are  more  likely  to  hold 
negative  opinions  of  homosexuals 
and  bisexuals  than  females. 

Of  the  male  respondents,  68% 
stated  that  they  had  no  gay  or  bi¬ 
sexual  acquaintance,  compared  to 
40%  of  females.  When  asked  if 
they  would  support  a  friend  who 
came  out  as  a  homosexual  or  bi¬ 
sexual,  only  24%  of  male  respon¬ 
dents  stated  that  they  would  sup¬ 
port  such  a  friend,  compared  to 
51%  of  female  students. 

Boston  Latin  School  is  not  a 
safe  environment  for  all  students. 

Jokes  and  verbal  harassment 
are  common  in  the  school,  with 
64%  of  respondents  stating  that 
they  hear  jokes  based  on  sexual 
orientation  either  daily  or  weekly. 


compared  with  22%  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  stated  that  they  hear 
these  jokes  either  monthly  or 
yearly. 

Similarly,  46%  of  students  felt 
that  verbal  harassment  based  on 
sexual  orientation  occurs  either 
weekly  or  daily,  compared  to  26% 
who  felt  it  occurred  monthly  or 
yearly. 

However,  only  9%  of  respon¬ 
dents  thought  that  physical  harass¬ 
ment  based  on  sexual  orientation 
occurred  either  daily  or  weekly; 
21%  thought  it  occurred  monthly 
or  yearly,  and  an  overwhelming 
61  %  feltphysical  harassment  based 
on  sexual  orientation  ever  occurred 
at  BLS. 

More  male  respondents  than 
female  felt  verbal  and  physical 
harassment  occurred  on  either  a 
daily  or  weekly  basis:  54%  of  males 
reported  verbal  harassment  with 
frequency,  compared  to  40%  of 
females;  similarly,  12%  of  males 
reported  physical  harassment  on  a 


daily  or  weekly  basis,  compared  to 
6%  of  females. 

According  to  these  results,  it 
is  likely  that  such  behavior  occurs 
at  times  of  the  day  when  groups  are 
not  mixed  by  gender;  during  gym 
classes,  in  locker  rooms,  or  at  other 
times  when  students  are  required 
to  separate  from  the  opposite  sex . 

57%  of  respondents  agreed 
that  BLS  was  a  safe  environment; 
38%  disagreed.  Logically,  67%  of 
respondents  who  felt  physical  ha¬ 
rassment  based  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  never  occurred  at  BLS  also 
agreed  that  it  was  a  safe  environ¬ 
ment,  while  only  45%  of  those 
who  felt  physical  harassment  does 
occur  agreed  it  was  a  safe  environ¬ 
ment 

54%  of  students  who  hear 
jokes  based  on  sexual  orientation 
daily  felt  that  BLS  is  not  a  safe 
environment;  29%  who  never  hear 
such  jokes  felt  BLS  is  not  a  safe 
environment.  This  is  a  key  finding 
which  leads  to  believe  that  such 


verbal  attacks  make  students  feel 
unsafe  in  their  surroundings. 

In  addition,  students  who  had 
homosexual  or  bisexual  acquain¬ 
tances  were  more  inclined  to  feel 
that  BLS  was  not  a  safe  environ¬ 
ment,  with  41  %  of  students  with 
two  or  more  acquaintances  stating 
that  BLS  is  not  a  safe  environment 
compared  to  61  %  of  students  with 
zero  acquaintances.  This  difference 
most  likely  reflects  a  fear  among 
respondents  for  the  safety  of  their 
homosexual  and  bisexual  friends, 
or  that  those  have  reported  nega¬ 
tive  encounters  to  them. 

While  it  may  be  fair  to  say 
that,  for  the  most  part,  students  are 
adequately  protected  from  physi¬ 
cal  harm  at  BLS,  it  is  also  fair  to 
say  that  verbal  harassment  and  ig¬ 
norance  on  the  subject  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  bisexuality  promote 
and  environment  which  is  not  con¬ 
ductive  to  learning,  and  cause  stu¬ 
dents  to  believe  that  BLS  is  not  a 
safe  environment 


How  many  of  your  acquantances 
are  homosexual  or  bisexual? 
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How  often  do  you  witness  physical 
harassment  based  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  at  BLS? 


Is  BLS  a  safe 
environment  for 
people  of  all 
sexual 

orientations? 


How  often  do  you  hear  verbal  harass¬ 
ment  based  on  sexual  orientation  at 

BLS? 
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The  Gripe  to  Type  Victimization 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

Students  at  BLS  who  have  to 
pass  in  their  papers  typed — that  is, 
the  absolute  majority,  know  what  it 
feels  like  when  at  the  last  minute 
their  computer  refuses  to  give  up 
the  file  that  they  have  been  prepar¬ 
ing  for  weeks,  or  their  typewriter 
runs  out  of  ribbon.  Others  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  horror  of  finding  the 
Mac  Lab  busy  during  their  only 
study  period,  and  the  typewriters  in 
the  library  taken  up. 

To  Americans,  a  society  ob¬ 
sessed  with  discrimination  and  ways 
to  prevent  it,  this  arrangement  seems 
to  be  unthinkable.  First  of  all,  it 
clearly  discriminates  against  stu¬ 
dents  from  poorer  families,  who  are 
forced  to  stay  after  school,  trying  to 
find  a  time  when  there  is  a  free 
computer  or  typewriter  somewhere 
in  the  building.  It  is  ridiculous  to 
think  that  the  four  typewriters  in  the 
library  will  accomodate  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  students  in  the  school  who 
need  to  use  them.  It  is  equally  ludi¬ 
crous  to  expect  that  the  Mac  Lab 
will  allow  the  leftover  amount  to 
finish  their  work  in  the  short  week 
between  the  times  it  is  occupied  by 
the  Argo,  Register,  and  yearbook 
staffs. 

My  family  owns  a  computer. 


•  Rasheena  Howard,  IV 

I’m  going  to  get  right  to  the 
point.  It  is  definitely  time  for  some 
teachers  at  Boston  Latin  to  retire.  A 
great  majority  of  kids  feel  that  some 
teachers  have  been  at  Latin  long 
enough.  I  am  sorry  to  say  this,  but 
after  a  while  the  ways  of  teaching 
need  to  be  updated.  We,  as  the  kids 
of  the  20th  century,  need  to  be 
interested  in  what  we  are  learning 
in  order  to  understand,  interpret, 
and  actually  leant.  Friends  have 
told  me  that  in  some  classes  all  they 
do  is  take  notes,  memorize  infor¬ 
mation  needed  (even  if  they  don’t 
comprehend  it),  spit  it  out  on  a  test 
paper,  and  forget  it.  This  is  not 
learning.  Don’t  misunderstand  me, 
this  is  not  entirely  the  teachers'  fault, 
because  some  kids  just  don’t  want 
to  leant.  I  feel  that  if  the  methods  of 
teaching  were  modernized  and  the 
things  we  learned  had  more  to  do 
with  us,  grades  would  be  better. 

An  example  I  would  give  of  an 
interesting  class  in  which  I  learned 
and  actually  had  fun,  is  my  reading 
class  sixie  year.  Ms.  Middleton 
was  my  teacher.  I  not  only  had  to 
leant  information,  but  also  had  to 
participate  in  class  discussions,  and 
write  essays  in  which  she  really 
made  me  think.  Ms.  Middleton 
was  down  to  earth.  She  followed 
the  curriculum  but  at  the  same  time 
one  knew  from  her  teaching  that 
she  understood  her  students  and  got 
through  to  them.  Note,  this  is  not 
the  only  interesting  class  I  have  had 
since  I  came  to  Boston  Latin  School, 
but  it  was  one  of  the  best. 

It’s  very  difficult  to  do  well  in 
a  class  that  is  boring.  Trying  to  stay 


Yet  I,  like  many  other  computer 
owners  face  another  problem  —  I 
type  14  words  a  minute  if  I  hurry, 
making  mistakes  it  takes  another 
half  an  hour  to  correct.  This  places 
yet  another  burden  on  the  students 
already  overwhelmed  with  the 
amount  of  homework  they  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  complete  nightly.  Now 
after  finishing  those  50  pages  of 
nightly  reading  and  memorizing  the 
vocabulary  for  the  upcoming  "oh, 
it’s  just  a  quiz,  nothing  to  it!”  huge 
Latin  test,  the  students  must  find 
another  hour  to  type  the  essay  they 
were  assigned.  It  is  beyond  my  un¬ 
derstanding  how  a  school  that  does 
not  offer  keyboarding  classes  can 
expect  its  students  to  know  how  to 
type. 

I  am  not  suggesting  to  elimi¬ 
nate  typed  assignments  altogether. 
However,  some  things  may  be  writ¬ 
ten  by  hand  as  neatly  and  effec¬ 
tively,  taking  less  time  and  less 
nerves.  Writing  by  hand  will  not 
allow  the  students  to  use  the 
spellchecker  or  the  computerized 
thesaurus,  making  them  learn  to  use 
language  more  effectively  on  their 
own  and  to  spell  words  correctly  the 
first  time.  This  might  not  save  lives, 
but  it  certainly  could  improve  some 
grades  and  spare  some  nervous  cells 
that  we  so  desperately  need  to  save 
up  for  later. 


focused  in  the  class  is  difficult  also. 

If  teachers  asked  me,  as  a  stu¬ 
dent,  how  they  could  make  their 
class  more  interesting,  I  would  tell 
them  to  have  interesting  discussions 
that  tie  in  with  the  subj  ect  so  that  the 
topic  will  be  comprehended.  Also, 
trivia  games  in  class  always  hold 
my  interest  Everyone  loves  the  com¬ 
petition.  Teachers  should  try  not  to 
go  off  into  life  stories,  but  stick  to 

...try  to  make 
learning  a  fun 
experience  and 
there  will  he  better 
results... 

the  topic  they  are  teaching.  Another 
idea  that  always  lingered  in  my  mind 
is  putting  some  of  the  lessons  to 
modem  music.  Learning  by  music 
is  easy  and  it’s  fun. 

In  conclusion,  if  you’re  a 
teacher  and  you  know  your  clock  is 
on  its  last  tic-toc,  remember  that 
retirement  is  not  the  end  of  the  world. 
Also  try  to  make  learning  a  fun 
experience  and  there  will  be  better 
results  in  the  attitudes  and  grades  of 
kids.  It  is  okay  to  have  a  good  time 
while  teaching  as  long  as  we  all 
follow  the  curriculum.  Students, 
please  give  your  class  representa¬ 
tive  suggestions  on  improving 
classes.  Then  maybe  I’ll  hear  less  of 
“Oh  man,  I  have  Latin  next.”  and 
more  of  “Yes!  English  next.” 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

We  are  a  nation  of  victims.  At 
least  once  in  its  history,  every 
American  periodical  has  printed  an 
article  about  the  abuse  of  the  laws 
designed  to  protect  real  victims. 
My  personal  favorite  was  a  News 
Center  5  Special  that  talked  about 
the  well-known  fact  that  the  abso¬ 
lute  majority  of  the  American  popu¬ 
lation  are  victims  of  something. 
Only  white  able-bodied  males  un¬ 
der  40  (who  make  up  approximately 
10%  of  the  population)  have  a  hard 
time  proving  that  they  are  victims 
in  this  country. 

There  are  many  people  who 
deserve  the  help  the  American  laws 
provide.  Racial  and  cultural  mi¬ 
norities  are  given  a  chance  to  be  all 
they  can  be  —  a  good  education 
and  an  opportunity  to  work  in  a 
place  where  they  can  reach  their 
full  potential.  Females  are  pro¬ 
tected  against  sexual  harassment 
and  sexism.  Disabled  people  have 
a  right  to  work  and  make  money 
here;  they  aWare  given  a  possibility 
to  be  treated  well  by  their  employ¬ 
ers  and  to  feel  good  about  them¬ 
selves.  Many,  however,  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  disability  laws,  since 
the  term  “disability”  is  very  loosely 
described  iin  them.  Virtually  any¬ 
one  who  thinks  the  job  they  are 
holding  does  not  allow  them  the 
exact  working  environment  as  they 
expected  may  sue  and  get  money. 

Millions  change  hands  yearly 
over  petty  (complaints,  and  the  laws 
that  were  designed  to  help  esta&ffsri 
fairness  end  up  draining  money 
from  the  system.  Two  years  ago, 
an  Australian  girl  came  to  the  U.S., 
where  she  sued  her  parents  for  hav¬ 
ing  her.  She  claimed  that  since  both 
of  them  were  not  exactly  the  pretti¬ 
est  people  on  Earth,  they  did  not 
have  a  right  to  have  children,  be¬ 
cause  their  children  would  be  ugly. 
She  herself  was  demanding  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  for  the  “trauma”  her 
ugliness  caused  her.  This  and  other 
similar  cases  disturb  me  very  much. 
They  show  that  although  most  of  us 
do  work  honestly  to  earn  a  living  or 
to  prepare  to  earn  one,  others  take 
advantage  of  the  system  and  expect 
rewards  for  that. 


All  these  cases  have  a  direct  effect 
on  us  at  BLS,  whether  we  expect 
this  or  not.  It  is  always  easier  to  put 
down  our  pens  and  stop  trying  to 
write  a  decent  composition  because 
we  think  our  teacher  is  biased.  It  is 
easier  to  say:  “My  teacher  will  not 
let  us  do  well  because  I  am  (fill  in  the 
appropriate  category),  so  why  try  to 
do  well?”  That  is  a  mistake  people 
make  over  and  over  again.  It  is  so 
much  easier  to  be  a  victim  in  this 
country  with  so  many  laws  against 
discrimination  than  to  get  up  and  be 
the  best  you  can  be  despite  what 
others  may  think. 

Two  days  ago  I  overheard  a 
conversation  as  I  was  standing  in 
the  lunch  line  that  seems  to  prove 
my  point.  Two  white  girls  were 
talking  about  the  fact  that  one  of 
their  teachers  is  racist,  and  favors 
colored  kids  over  them,  making  them 
do  poorly.  From  what  I  heard  of 
their  conversation,  I  am  taking  the 
liberty  to  infer  that  the  teacher  was 
not  the  problem.  Their  grammar 
was  poor,  and  expletives  took  place 
of  adjectives  and  adverbs.  They  did 
not  sound  abused  at  all  —  they 
sounded  abusive. _ 

It  is  up  to  you 
to  make  sure 
your  grade  is 
good. 

I  may  be  wrong,  believing  that 
my  experience  might  suit  others, 
but  in  my  6  years  of  being  a  Jewish 
girl  in  a  Russian  school,  no  teacher 
was  able  to  give  me  a  bad  grade  or 
pick  on  me  unless  I  provided  the 
chance  for  that.  This  is  why  conver¬ 
sations  such  as  the  one  described 
above  sadden  me.  Teachers  in  BLS 
and  other  American  schools  may  be 
good  or  bad:  they  may  like  their 
students  or  not,  and  their  students 
may  or  may  not  like  them.  All  I 
know  is  that  no  teacher  is  allowed  to 
discriminate  against  any  student,  and 
that  these  laws  are  rarely  broken. 
Moreover,  no  teacher  will  be  able  to 
give  you  a  bad  grade  unless  you 
make  a  mistake,  and  it  is  up  to  you  to 
make  sure  your  grade  is  good. 


(  April  1-18) 

French 

Exchange 

Program 

The  French  Students  Are  Coming  !  !  ! 

The  French  Students  Are  Coming  !  !  ! 

Ms.  Brun  is  recruiting  students 
to  host  NOW 

See  Ms.  Brun  in  room  202 
as  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE. 


Retire  Tiring  Teachers 


Is  BLS  a  safe 
place  for  gay 
or  lesbian 
students? 


Julianna  Glass,  I 

I  don't  believe  any  en¬ 
vironment  is  totally  safe  for  les¬ 
bians,  gays,  or  bisexuals,  be¬ 
cause  there  will  always  be  people 
who  cannot  accpet  homosexual¬ 
ity.  Most  students  at  BLS  are 
open-minded,  but  there  will  al¬ 
ways  be  intolerance  of  differ¬ 
ences. 


Deborah  Milstein,  II 

No.  There’s  a  lot  of 
homophobia,  along  with  racism 
and  all  that  loud,  closeminded 
bigots  probably  scare  people  into 
silence.  Difference  isn’t  espe¬ 
cially  respected. 


Okie  Emuoyibo,  IH 
BLS  is  a  safe  place  only  if 
you  don’t  tell  anyone  you  are 
gay.  There  is  animosity  towards 
gays  in  our  school,  just  like  ev¬ 
erywhere  else. 


Ronald  Brankley,  IV 

Yes,  I'd  say  so.  Mainly ,  people 
don’t  worry  about  that  here,  at 
least  not  in  my  grade.  I  would 
say  that  people  don't  mind  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  at  least  I  don't. 


Daniela  Poles,  V 
I  think  it’s  mostly  safe  but  I 
know  a  lot  of  people  who  are 
biased  against  homosexuals 
They  have  this  idea  of  how  all 
homosexuals  are  and  they  don’t 
even  know  any.  I  myself  feel 
that  they  are  normal  people  and 
no  one  can  tell  the  difference.  I 
think  the  law  that  was  passed 
last  year  protecting  homosexual 
students  is  a  great  idea.* 


David  Pascal.  VI 

I  think  it’s  safe,  because 
jeople  know  better  than  to  ha- 
■ass  homosexual  students. 
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New  Faces 


Ms.  Stuppard 


Ms. 

Hayes 


•  Ayesha  Huq,  I 

•  Nancy  Mul,  IV 

Probably  by  now,  you  have  seen 
a  somwhat  a  tall,  thin  female  Afri¬ 
can-American  teacher  with  glasses 
rushing  along  with 
a  thirty  pound  bag 
(just  like  us  BLS 
students),  trying  to 
get  to  class  on  time. 

She  is  Mrs. 

Stuppard,  a  new 
history  teacher. 

Ironically, 

Ms.  Stuppard  was 
initially  a  science 
major.  While  in 
high  school  she 
had  despised  his¬ 
tory,  but  then  in  her 
junior  year  in  college  she  began  to 
appreciate  history  and  social  sci¬ 
ences.  Ms.  Stuppard  went  on  to 
graduate  from  Boston  Univeristy 
with  a  degree  in  sociology. She  con¬ 
tinued  her  education  at  Columbia 
University  where  she  studied  his¬ 
tory  and  sociology.  Finally  she  re¬ 
turned  to  B.U.  to  aquire  as  teaching 
certificate. 

Ms.  Stuppard  did  not  make  the 
transition  to  teaching  immediately 
after  college.  After  graduating,  she 
worked  at  the  admissions  office  of 
Boston  University  Law  School 
where  she  acted  as  the  director  of 
admissions  for  a  period  of  time. 
After  awhile,  Ms.  Stuppard  relized 
that  her  career  as  an  admissions  of¬ 
ficer  was  not  very  rewarding  and 
decided  to  shift  to  teaching.  She 
taught  for  two  yaers  at  Brighton 
High  School  for  two  years  before 
coming  to  Boston  Latin  where  she  is 
teaching  Ancient  History,  Civics  and 
U.S.  History. 

What  difference  does  Ms. 
Stuppard  find  between  Brighton 


High  and  Boston  Latin?  When 
asked  this  question,  she  replied, 
“Students  here  feel  that  thier  fu¬ 
tures  are  bright 
ones,  and  they 
takeadvantage 
of  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  ensure  a 
brighter  fu¬ 
ture”.  She  at¬ 
tributes  the 
drive  of  BLS 
to  the  strict 
standard  that 
keep  students 
in  line.  She 
also  realizes 
that  teachers 
should  meet  the  demands  of  the 
students. 

Ms.  Stuppard  states  that  she 
has  never  worked  harder  before 
and  acknowledges  that  teaching 
is  a  valueable  skill.  While  she 
teaches  her  atudents  about  what 
she  knows,  her  students  at  the 
same  time  are  teaching  her  many 
things  that  she  does’nt  know. 
Ms.  Stuppard  goes  on  to  add,” 
Few  other  jobs  offer  the  ability  to 
learn  simultaneously.  For  her 
pehaps  that’s  the  greatest  reward 
of  teaching. 

After  chatting  with  Ms. 
Stuppard  for  over  twenty  min¬ 
utes,  we  saw  a  teacher  who  is 
anxiuos  to  make  a  smooth  transi¬ 
tion  into  teaching.  However  she 
doesn’t  kwon  what  the  future 
holds.  When  we  asked  her  if  she 
would  continue  teaching  her  for 
the  next  ten  years  ror  move  on, 
she  replied,  “  I  cant  imagine  work¬ 
ing  in  an  admissions  office 
again!!” 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

While  the  phones  ring  and 
people  run  around  the  office  fran¬ 
tically,  the  new  BLS  secretary,  Ms. 
Hayes,  calmly  performs  her  nu¬ 
merous  duties.  She  answers  the 
phone  and  helps  students  at  the 
counter  at  the  same  time.  This 
modern-day  Caesar  has  been  in 
BLS  for  only  a  few  months,  but 
she  seems  to  be  right  in  the  middle 
of  all  the  office  activities. 

The  job  is  not  new  to  Ms. 
Hayes.  She’ s  worked  in  the  system 
for  15  years,  although  this  job  is 
much  more  complex  than  those 
she  held  earlier.  She  always  liked 


her  job,  but  this  school  is  better 
than  any  other,  she  says.  She  loves 
the  learning  atmosphere  and  the 
willingness  of  teachers  and  stu¬ 
dents  alike  to  work  hard. 

Ms.  Hayes  enjoys  the  variety 
of  work  she  performs  here  and  the 
cooperation  of  all  the  people  she 
works  with.  Although  this  school 
is  much  bigger  than  any  other  place 
she  ever  worked  at,  Ms.Hayes  was 
confident  that  she  would  like  it 
here,  and,  so  far,  she  does. 


Ms.  Rodrigues 


•  Ana  Deplna,  I 

Ms.  Rodriguez  is  a  newcomer 
to  the  Modem  Languages  Depart¬ 
ment  She  teaches  Spanish  I,  II,  and 
III.  Ms.  Rodriguez  graduated  from 
Boston  Latin  School  in  1989.  Ms. 
Rodriguez  chose  to  attend  BLS  be¬ 
cause  she  viewed  it  as  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  get  an  excellent  education. 
While  at  BLS  she  was  enrolled  in 
Latin  AP,  English  AP,  and  Spanish 
AP.  Ms.  Rodrigues  then  went  to 
Wellesley  College  and  graduated  in 
1994.  She  majored  in  psycology  and 
Spanish.  She  believes  that  Wellesley 
has  made  her  a  stronger  person,  in¬ 
creased  her  self-esteem  and  has  given 
her  an  excellent  education. 

Ms.  Rodrigues  decided  to  come  back 
to  BLS  as  a  teacher  so  that  she  would 
be  able  to  share  the  same  education 
that  she  received  with  others  and 
also  to  be  a  positive  role  model.  She 
is  a  role  model  for  me  for  several 
reasons.  The  first  reason  is  that  we 
both  come  from  Cape  Verde.  The 


second  reason  is  that  she  desires 
to  give  back  to  her  community 
and  alma  mater. 

Ms.  Rodrigues  now  realizes 
what  teachers  have  to  go  through. 
She  has  found  that  some  students 
expect  to  do  less  work  and  still 
get  good  grades.  Ms.  Rodrigues 
is  a  dedicated  teacher.  She  teaches 
her  classes  entirely  in  Spanish. 
She  sometimes  uses  sign  lan¬ 
guage  for  her  Spanish  I  sections, 
when  the  students  don’t  under¬ 
stand.  She  gives  daily  quizes  on 
vocabulary  and  homework.  Ms. 
Rodrigues  is  attempting  to  set  a 
standard  of  excellence  in  her  stu¬ 
dents.  She  is  proud  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  failed  the  first 
term,  but  got  their  act  together 
and  are  doing  much  better  the 
second  term.  The  students  are 
now  able  to  understand  her  when 
she  speaks  in  Spanish.  Two  of 
her  Spanish  I  students  agreed  that 
the  whole  class  is  able  to  under¬ 
stand  her. 


Ms.  Rodrigues  was  raised  in 
Boston  by  hardworking  parents. 
She  speaks  Portuguese,  Spanish, 
and  some  Italian.  She  lived  in 
Spain  for  two  years.  She  believes 
that  Portuguese  has  helped  her  the 
most  in  learning  other  Romance 
languages.  Ms.  Rodrigues  unfor¬ 
tunately  speaks  very  little  Cape 
Verdean  Creole. 

Ms.  Rodrigues  is  a  very  warm 
and  sweet  person.  She  respects 
those  who  taught  her.  Her  favorite 
teachers  are  Ms.  Ponte,  Ms.  Shea, 
Mr.  Waldon,  and  the  late  Mr. 
Durant.  Ms.  Ponte  and  Ms.  Shea 
have  had  a  great  influence  on  her 
and  continue  to  incourage  her.  Ms. 
Ponte  has  taught  her  the  tech¬ 
niques  for  teaching  Spanish.  Ms. 
Rodrigues  now  is  a  colleague  of 
those  whom  she  was  a  student. 
This  might  also  be  the  case  for 
some  of  us  in  the  distant  future. 
Since  there  are  others  just  like  Ms. 
Rodrigues  who  chose  to  come  back 
and  teach  at  BLS. 


Mr.  Bunker 


•  Nancy  Poon,  III 

Along  with  the  new  comput¬ 
ers  in  304,  this  year  comes  an 
addition  to  the  BLS  math/com¬ 
puter  depart¬ 
ment  Mr.  John 
Bunker,  a 
teacher  of 
twenty-one 
years,  is  cur¬ 
rently  the  in¬ 
structor  of  two 
sophomore 
computer  lit¬ 
eracy  and  three 
seventh  grade 
math  class.  He 
comes  to  BLS 
from  the  High 
School  Zone  Office  where  he  spent 
4  years  as  part  of  the  technical 
support  staff.  Prior  to  that,  he  had 
cently  math  at  the  Burke  High 
School. 

Though  a  parent  of  a  Boston 


Latin  School  ’94  graduate,  Mr. 
Bunker  still  finds  adjusting  to  ev¬ 
erything  here  a  little  hectic.  “I’m 
running  like  the 
kids  to  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  classrooms. 
.  .  but  I  enjoy 
working  with  the 
kids,”  he  said  with 
a  smile.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  Mr.  Bun¬ 
ker  realizes  and 
appreciates  how 
everybody,  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty 
alike,  works  hard. 
Judging  from  his 
daily  afterschool 
where  he  stays  preparing  computer 
activities  and  providing  extra  help 
to  his  sixies,  it  seems  as  though 
Mr.  Bunker  is  well  adjusted  to  the 
busy  lifestyle  at  BLS. 


Mr.  Isaacs 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

Contrary  to  popular  belief, 
Latin  can  be  fun.  It  can  even  inter¬ 
est  a  person 
enough  to  be¬ 
come  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  a  life¬ 
time.  That  is 
what  it  is  to  Mr. 

Isaac’s,  a  new 
Latin  teacher  at 
BLS  this  year. 

He  seems  to  be 
very  happy 
with  his  profes¬ 
sion.  This  year, 
he  is  teaching 
8th  and  9th  graders. 

Coming  to  BLS  was  his  long 
lifetime  dream.  He  taught  at  Latin 
Academy  since  1986,  but  he  knew 
BLS  was  the  best  school  in  Boston 
and  he  looked  for  every  chance  to 
transfer.  Now,  he  is  here  to  stay. 


His  only  complaint  is  that  he  has  to 
move  from  room  to  room,  without 
a  classroom  of  his 
own.  Being  here, 
however  justifies 
the  trouble. 

Mr.  Isaac’s  had 
always  liked  Latin 
and  Latin  Litera¬ 
ture.  He  studied 
them  at  UPenn, 
and  later  went  on 
to  the  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  for  a 
master’s  degree  in 
the  classics. 
Teaching  attracted  him  too  (“well, 
where  else  can  you  get  2  months 
off  in  the  summer?”,  so  he  contin¬ 
ued  his  education  atUMass,  where 
he  completed  his  master’s  degree 
in  teaching. 


John  Cillo 

Accountant 

Notary  Public 

A  &  J  Associates 

4435  Washington  Street 

PO  Box  21 

Roslindale,  MA  02131 

(617)  327-0666 
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Cheating 


Cheating  is 
Back 

Just  when  you  thought  it  was  safe  to  bring  out  the 
cheat  sheets,  copy  work,  steal  tests,  and  read  trots,  to 
mention  a  few,  the  Argo  is  back  with  the  issue  of  cheating 
once  again. 

Last  year,  in  the  ‘94  Graduation  issue  of  the  Argo, 
we  published  a  revealing  poll  that  brought  out  into  the  open 
the  issue  of  cheating  and  how  it  is  plaguing  our  school.  Our 
results  were  staggering,  showing  that  a  clear  majority  of  the 
school  was  involved  in  the  act  of  cheating. 

Although  we  may  have  brought  the  issue  of  cheat¬ 
ing  out  into  the  open,  we  feel  that  the  issue  did  not  have 
sufficient  time  to  take  root  and  develop.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  Argo  has  decided  to  feature  cheating  once  again. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  poll  was  not  just  to  inform 
but  to  question.  Why  do  students  feel  the  need  to  cheat?  Why 
is  it  so  easy  for  them  to  cheat?  What  can  be  done  to  alleviate 
cheating?  And  many  more. 

The  cheaters  poll  is  split  into  two  sections,  the  YES 
section  and  the  NO  section.  Students  who  answered  YES  to 
the  "Have  you  ever  cheated  question"  answered  the  YES 
section  only,  those  that  answered  NO  to  the  above  answered 
the  NO  section  only. 

The  1993  Argo  Cheaters  Poll 

Have  you  ever  Cheated? 

YES  68.1%  NO  31.9% 

**  YES  SECTION  ** 


In  what  grade  did  you  start  cheating? 


Grade  6  &  under  30.1% 

Grade  7 

35.4% 

Grade  8 

14% 

Grade  9 

8.6% 

Grade  10 

6.3% 

Grade  1 1 

2.8% 

Grade  12 

2.8% 

Do  you  think  it’s  easy  to  cheat  at  BLS? 

YES  66.7%  NO  33.3% 


Have  you  ever  been  caught? 

YES  22.7%  NO  77.3% 

Do  you  feel  that  teachers  are  aware  of  cheating  in 
the  building? 

YES  83.7%  NO  16.3% 

Do  you  ever  plan  to  stop? 

YES  67.9%  NO  32.1% 

Do  you  believe  that  cheating  is  bad? 

YES  83%  NO  17% 

Do  you  believe  that  the  key  to  success  is  in  not 
cheating? 

YES  53.5%  NO  46.5% 

**  NO  SECTION  ** 

Have  you  ever  had  the  opportunity  to  cheat? 

YES  88.8%  NO  11.2% 

Do  you  know  people  who  cheat? 

YES  96.8%  NO  3.2% 

Do  you  believe  that  the  key  to  success  is  in  not 
cheating? 

YES  81.4%  NO  18.6% 

*  Complete  Tabulated  Results  available 


A  Philosophical  View 


•  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  III 

I  realize  that  the  poll  on  cheat¬ 
ing  is  shocking  to  many  people  in 
our  school.  We  pride  ouselves  on 
our  fine  academic  tradition,  and 
the  idea  that  many  students  are 
attaining  those  academic  standards 
dishonestly  is  repugnant.  How¬ 
ever,  I  see  sev¬ 
eral  conditions  at 
our  school  which 
invite  cheating 
and  plenty  of 
people  who  need 
to  pass  to  such  an 
extent  that  the 
means  hardly 
matter  any  more. 

Before  I  discuss 
these  conditions, 

I  want  to  clarify 
what  I  feel  is  the 
definition  of 
cheating.  Is 
skimming  a  book 
cheating?  What 
about  working  on 
homework  with  a 
friend?  Are  Cliff 
Notes  as  dishonest  as  copying  a 
friend’s  test?  I  have  always  be¬ 
lieved  that  (brace  yourself  for  a 
cliche)  “When  you  cheat,  you  are 
only  cheating  yourself,"  and  I  base 
my  definition  of  cheating  on  this 
statement.  Cheating  is  simply  not 
learning  all  that  you  are  expected 
to  learn.  It  is  not  the  same  as 
taking  shortcuts  or  skimming  ma¬ 
terial.  If  one  read  every  word  of 
every  textbook,  one  would  be  dead 
of  brain  overload  within  months 
of  entering  Boston  Latin.  Cheat¬ 
ing  is  not  necessarily  the  same  as 
working  with  A  friend  on  an  as¬ 
signment.  In  some  cultures,  team¬ 
work  is  stressed  in  the  educational 
system;  a  partner  can  give  one 
insights  into  a  topic  that  one  would 
not  ordinarily  see.  When  one 
cheats,  one  simply  does  not  take 
the  time  to  learn  what  the  teacher 
intended.  A  student  can  get  all 
A+'s  and  hand  in  every  assign¬ 
ment  For  all  intents  and  purposes, 


the  teacher  cannot  say  whether  or 
not  a  student  cheated.  Only  the 
students  can  know  if  he  or  she 
really  cheated  by  cutting  comers, 
by  copying  someone  else’s  paper, 
by  whipping  off  the  assignment 
during  class. 


Why  would  a  student  cheat?  I 
believe  that  this  is  the  real  ques¬ 
tion,  the  real  problem.  I  am  sure 
that  administrators  and  teachers 
are  just  dying  to  assign  blame.  Per¬ 
haps  they  are  considering  new  pun¬ 
ishments  for  cheating.  Before  any¬ 
one  takes  action,  we  as  a  school 
must  ask  ouselves  what  conditions 
created  the  problem.  Certainly,  la¬ 
ziness  could  be  a  factor.  Some  stu¬ 
dents  simply  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
worth  their  while  to  study  or  do 
assignments  for  themselves.  Still, 
I  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  an 
enormous  percentage  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  in  our  school  are  simply  lazy. 
What  could  be  another  cause?  Per¬ 
haps  teachers  need  to  examine  their 
teaching  and  testing  styles.  I  am 
not  suggesting  that  the  tests  be 
made  easier.  I  am  simply  request¬ 
ing  each  teacher  to  ask  him-  or 
herself  whether  their  tests  and  as¬ 
signments  are  reasonable.  Some 
students  may  feel  that,  since  it  is 


impossible  to  do  the  work  by  le¬ 
gitimate  means,  the  teacher  is  in¬ 
viting  cheating.  Teachers  must  be 
sure  that  the  emphasis  in  their 
course  is  not  on  the  end  -  the  grades, 
the  finished  assignments,  the  ex¬ 
ams  -  but  on  the  means  -  genuine 
learning,  under¬ 
standing  of  the 
concept  There  is 
no  way  to  fake 
really  learning. 
Assignments 
and  tests  can  be 
copied,  but  the 
actual  process  of 
learning,  theo¬ 
retically  the 
most  important 
part  of  educa¬ 
tion,  cannot  be 
forged.  This  idea 
can  be 

emphasised  by 
minimizing  the 
amount  of  “busy 
work”  and 
spending  more 
time  on  class  discussions.  Tests 
can  be  made  more  “cheater-proof’ 
if  they  are  essay  tests  which  re¬ 
quire  solid  knowledge  to  pass  and 
not  multiple-choice  or  true-false 
tests.  I  know,  I  know!  Students 
love  them,  teachers  enjoy  grading 
them,  but  they  are  simply  not 
gauges  of  how  much  we  are  learn¬ 
ing. 

I  have  made  several  sugges¬ 
tions  for  teachers  to  cut  down  on 
cheating.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply 
that  the  responsibility  falls  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  teachers.  How¬ 
ever,  if  most  adults  were  to  answer 
honestly,  they  would  have  to  say 
that,  in  their  youth,  they  sneaked  a 
peek  at  someone  else’s  test  once  or 
twice.  Students  will  probably  con¬ 
tinue  to  cheat,  given  a  chance.  If 
the  system  recognizes  the  underly¬ 
ing  causes  and  works  to  eradicate 
them,  our  schools  will  benefit  and 
our  education  will  be  enhanced. 


Jan  Crosby 

RE/MAX  First  Realty,  Inc. 

Independently  Owned  and  Operated 
1188  Centre  Street,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  02159 
Office:  (617)244-4499 
Toll  Free:  (800)437-4499 
24  Hr.  Voice  Mail  :  (617)  446-7205 
Home  Office:  (617)  327-5960 


When  experience  counts ... 
call  Jan  Crosby 
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Cheating 


Don’t  Cheat  i 
Yourself  1 


•  Marla  Dubrowskl,  III 

What  is  cheating?  Some  say 
it’s  copying  homework,  or  tests. 
Others  say  it’s  reading  cliff  noted 
or  preparing  crib  sheets.  Still  oth¬ 
ers  say  it’s  telling  someone  else 
what’s  gong  to  be  on  a  test. 
Webster’s  says  it’s  to  practice  dis¬ 
honesty.  I,  personally,  definecheat- 
ing  as  deliberately  doing  some¬ 
thing  that  goes  against  one’s  mor¬ 
als  or  principles.  Whether  you’re 
benefiting  from  it,  or  someone  else 
is,  when  you  have  cheated,  you 
have  somehow 
broken  a  rule 
somewhere. 

So  why  do  it? 

Because  you’re  in 
a  pinch,  right? 

Because  you’re 
too  lazy  to  do  the 
work  yourself.  Or 
is  it  because  you 
don’t  think  that 
you  can  handle  the 
work  by  yourself? 

Are  you  going  to  get  in  trouble  for 
not  doing  it  correctly?  Whatever 
the  reason  .mostofushave  cheated 
in  some  way  at  some  time.  Have 
we  thought  twice  about  it?  Prob¬ 
ably  not.  We  say  to  ourselves,  “It’s 
just  this  once.  It’ll  never  happen 
again.” 

Then  it  does.  It  happens  again 
and  again,  and  for  some,  it  be¬ 
comes  a  habit.  Habits  like  those, 
habits  that  save  us  some  trouble, 
are  tough  to  kick.  Cheating  can 
become  as  tempting  and  addictive 
as  say ,  alcohol,  or  drugs.  And  cheat¬ 
ing  works  just  fine  until  one  day 
you  are  caught.  “But  I  won’t  be 
caught,”  you  think.  Maybe  you’re 
right.  Maybe  you  won ’t  be  caught. 
But  what  if  the  person  who’s  help¬ 
ing  you  cheat  doesn  ’t  come  through 
for  some  reason?  Then  cheating 
has  become  a  problem. 

So  you  say  to  yourself,  “Nah, 
none  of  that  stuff  11  happen  to  me." 
Maybe  it won’t.  But  don’tbe  fooled 
-  Cheating  does  catch  up  with  you. 
Think  about  it  for  a  minute;  once  a 
person  has  become  accustomed  to 
cheating,  he/she  becomes  unaccus¬ 
tomed  to  doing  things  for  him/ 
herself. 


Here  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  we  are  expected  to  have 
higher  standards  than  at  other  high 
schools.  Ideally,  none  of  us  should 
even  dream  of  cheating.  But  some¬ 
times,  people  tend  to  forget  that 
WE’RE  ONLY  HUMAN!!!! 

We  are  subject  to  human  faults  and 
misgivings!  It’s  only  natural  for  us 
to  want  to  take  the  easy  way  out. 
Unfortunately,  many  of  us  do. 
There’s  nothing  to  stop  us  except 
our  consciences!  Whether  you  lis¬ 
ten  to  that  prudent  inner  voice  or 
not  is  your 
choice.  Butdon’t 
complain  if  you 
don’t  get  the 
same  benefits  as 
someone  who 
does  his/her 
work  for  him/ 
herself. 

Sometimes, 
many  of  us  feel 
that  we  have  no 
choice  in  the  mat¬ 
ter.  We  are  all  dealing  with  a  great 
deal  of  pressure  and  more  work 
than  ever.  Occasionally,  we  need 
to  copy  someone  else’ s  homework 
because  there  wasn’t  enough  time 
to  do  it,  or  it  slipped  our  minds.  We 
copy  with  the  intention  of  going 
back  and  finding  out  what  we 
missed.  I  feel  that  this  kind  of  cheat¬ 
ing  should  be  distinguished  from 
the  other  kind  -  the  lazy  kind.  I’m 
not  trying  to  justify  it,  but  I  do 
understand  that  it  does  happen. 
Most  “desperate  cheaters”  are  in 
earnest  and  don’t  make  a  habit  of 
it.  Unfortunately,  there  are  a  few 
who  find  themselves  desperate  a 
little  too  often,  and  they  should 
seriously  consider  their  situation. 

I’m  not  trying  to  preach,  (be¬ 
lieve  me,  I  know  how  annoying  it 
is  to  have  someone  preach  to  you) 
but  I  do  think  that  cheating  should 
not  be  taken  lightly.  I  don’t  con¬ 
done  cheating  in  any  form,  but,  as 
I  stated  before,  it  does  happen.  The 
best  advice  I  can  give  to  “cheaters” 
is  not  to  make  a  habit  of  cheating. 
The  short-term  benefits  may  be 
great,  but  in  the  long  run,  it  never 
pays  off. 


There's  noth¬ 
ing  to  stop  us 
except  our 
consciences! 


(617)  422-1970 


(t>i  7}  522-197 1 


ROBERTO.  COSEO,  D.D.S. 
JOSEPH G.  O’REILLY,  D.D.S. 

793  CENTRE  STREET 

JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MASSACHUSETTS 02130 


General  Dentistry'  Hours  by  Appointment 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


“Wendie  Flagg,  Jaquie 
Davis,  and  Lynn  Edwardsen,”  (1 
really  remember  the  accusation 
as  if  it  were  yesterday:  the  light, 
the  sound  of  her  voice,  the  smell 
of  her  hair  spray,  the  redness  of 
her  lipstick)  “I’ m  afraid  I  have  to 
conclude  that  the  three  of  you 
collaborated  on  this  vocabulary 
exam;  please  see  me  after  class.” 
The  flush  was  instant,  (I  redden 
easily)  and  I  could  feel  the  sting 
of  tears,  which  I  hoped  I  could 
control.  What  was  she  doing?! 
She  was  an  OK  sophomore  En¬ 
glish  teacher,  reasonably  inter¬ 
esting,  reasonably  bright,  and  we 
had  gotten  along  reasonably  well, 
but  what  was  she  doing  here? 
Jaquie  Davis  was  a  stellar  stu¬ 
dent.  Lynn  was  competent  and, 
as  far  as  I  knew,  honest.  And 
while  I  was  no  shining  scholar, 
one  thing  was  certain:  even  the 
“idea”  of  cheating  was  like  fin¬ 
gernails  on  the  blackboard  of 
my  conscience.  It  was  not  in  my 
nature  to  flip-out,  but  I  did  march 
directly  to  the  office  of  the  re- 
spectableRaymondJ.  Grey,  Prin¬ 
cipal,  and  demand  that  the  situa¬ 
tion  be  clarified.  I  was  no  angel, 
butcheatingjustwasn’tmy  thing. 
As  it  turned  out  ,  the  clever 
teacher  had  set  us  up,  used  us  as 
a  trap  to  catch  the  real  cheaters, 
thank  you  very  much.  1963 
(Well,  I  dfl  have  her  to  thank  for 
one  of  my  more  memorable 
moments  at  Action-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School.) 

Yes,  the  subject  of  cheating 
at  BLS  has  surfaced  at  many  a 
dinner  table  discussion  and  aca¬ 
demic  standards  meeting.  I  re¬ 
viewed  with  concern  the  Argo 
poll  taken  last  spring  and  appre¬ 
ciated  the  insights  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  were  interviewed  on 
the  topic.  While  it  is  certain  that 
cheating  is  as  old  as  BLS,  and 
probably  as  old  as  old,  it’s  the 
matter  of  degree  and  motivation 
that  concerns  me  the  most.  A 
matter  that  we,  as  a  school  com¬ 
munity,  parents,  teachers,  and 


students,  should  carefully  exam¬ 
ine.  Allowing  that  the  poll  is  even 
roughly  accurate,  the  conclusion 
has  to  be  that  the  “problem”  is 
nearly  universal  by  grade  twelve. 
So,  what  does  it  all  mean? 

First  of  all,  is  cheating  per¬ 

ceived  as  a  “problem”? 

If  cheating  is  as  easy  as  it 
seems  to  be,  and  if  students  and 
teachers  alike  shrug  their  shoul¬ 
ders  and  say  “hey,  it  happens”, 
then  how  can  it  be  dealt  with? 
Indifference  is  deadly. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
enough  students  (and  I  have  to 
believe  there  are)  who  feel  suffi¬ 
ciently  low  when  they  cheat,  and 
would  like  to  find  an  alternative, 

...even  the 
idea "  of  cheat¬ 
ing  was  like 
fingernails  on 
the  blackboard 
of  my 
conscience. 


then  the  “demon”  can  be  tackled. 
The  responsibility  forcheating  falls 
squarely,  and  obviously,  on  two 
sets  of  shoulders:  the  students’  and 
the  institution’s. 

Students  who  simply  don’t  do 
their  work,  think  that  cheating  is 
clever  or  amusing,  even  get  a  liule 
zing  out  of  putting  one  over  the 
teacher,  well,  they  own  that  prob¬ 
lem,...  and  they  better  know,  the 
habit  and  the  quick  fix  catch  up  to 
you  at  some  point  in  life. 

I  do,  however,  feel  that  there 
is  a  tone  set  by  the  institution  that 
needs  some  scrudny.  If  the  old 
BLS  saying  “look  to  the  right  of 
you ,  look  to  the  left  etc.  ”  still  haunts 
the  hallowed  halls,  how  can  kids 
not  feel  defensive,  as  though  the 
place  is  out  to  get  them?  Every 
student  who  qualifies  to  enter 
should  feel  that  the  staff  wants 


them  to  succeed...  not  survive, 
but  really  succeed.  They  should 
feel  that  there  is  a  support  system 
in  place  to  help  them  realize  that. 
Fear  of  failure  should  not  be  the 
driving  force.  No,  Boston  Latin 
is  not  a  cushy  private  school,  it’s 
tough,  and  its  style  is  not  for 
everyone,  but  it  should  not  be 
presented  as  an  adversary. 

Competition  is  a  necessary 
and  consrtruc ti  ve  part  of  1  ife  and, 
of  course,  Boston  Latin.  It’s  im¬ 
portant  that  the  school  remains 
competitive,  but  at  what  point 
does  competition  go  too  far? 
When  a  student  loses  sight  of  the 
idea  that  education  is  about  learn¬ 
ing,  not  about  class  rank,  then 
something  has  gone  awry.  Given 
the  frequent  inequalities  of  the 
grading  policies  and  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  emphasis  of  class  rank,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  even  the  best 
students  may  feel  inclined  to 
cheat. 

It’s  a  pretty  safe  bet  that  the 
students  rarely  cheat  with  teach¬ 
ers  they  respect,  teachers  whose 
classes  are  alive  and  relevant  If 
you’ve  truly  learned  and  under¬ 
stood  something ,  then  what  could 
possibly  be  the  motivation  to 
cheat?  Absolve  the  cheaters, 
blame  the  school?  Certainly  noL 
But  it  is  important  to  understand 
the  underlying  causes,  and  seek 
to  address  them. 

Cheating,  like  residual 
smoke,  has  side  effects.  What 
happens  to  the  student  who  works 
hard  for  an  honest  C,  when  his 
classmates  have  cheated  their  way 
to  higher  grades...  fleeting  satis¬ 
faction,  frustration...  and  then 
what?  And  what  finally  happens  to 
the  spirit  of  school  community,  the 
feelings  of  respect  teacher  to  stu¬ 
dent,  student  to  student?  I’d  be 
naive  to  think  cheating  could  be 
done  away  with,  but  I  do  believe  it 
can  be  addressed  and  diminished. 
It  has  to  be. 

Sincerely, 
Wendie  Sakakeeny 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Pulp  Fiction 


Miller  Time 


•  Jason  Quinlan,  I 

No  review  or  synopsis  could 
convey  the  greatness  of  this  film. 
Giving  a  detailed  account  of  it  is  not 
even  enough.  You  have  to  see  it. 
The  acting  is  great,  and  the  writing  is 
even  better.  I  can’t  say  enough  good 
things  about  this  movie.  One  thing  I 
can  tell  you  about  it,  though,  is  this  - 
prepare  to  be  shocked. 

The  film  features  three  inter¬ 
twined  stories:  1)  Two  hitman  (John 
Travolta  and  Samuel  L.  Jackson) 
trying  to  dispose  of  a  headless  corpse 
(with  a  male  female  armed  robbery 
team  (Tim  Roth  and  Amanda 
Plummer)  as  a  subplot)  2)  An  all- 
powerful  hitman  (V  inq  Rhames)  and 
his  beautiful  wife  (Uma  Thurman) 
3)  A  boxer  (Bruce  Willis),  and  his 
girlfriend  (Maria  de  Medeiros),  with 
second  thoughts  about  throwing  a 
fight.  There  are  also  three  hilarious, 
scene-stealing  cameos  by  Christo¬ 
pher  Walken,  Harvey  Keitel,  and  the 
film’s  writer/director,  Quentin 
Tarantino. 

Although  all  the  actors  do  su¬ 
perb  jobs,  Travolta  and  Jackson  seem 
to  outshine  the  others.  Travolta  plays 
Vincent  Vega,  an  overweight, 
heroin-addicted  hitman  with  an  aura 
of  coolness,  and  Jackson  is  Jules,  his 
Bible-quoting,  God-fearing  partner. 
Their  various  convesations,  with  top¬ 
ics  ranging  from  fast  food  in  France 
(they  call  a  quarter-pounder  with 
cheese  a  “royale  with  cheese”)  to  the 
sexuality  of  a  foot  massage  to  why 
Jules  won’t  eat  pork,  are  some  of  the 


best  moments  on  the  film.  These 
ordinary,  everyday  discussions  will 
make  you  laugh  out  loud  and  forget 
just  what  it  is  that  these  two  gentle¬ 
men  do  for  a  living.  While  which  the 
two  gives  a  better  performance  is 
arguable,  Travolta  seems  to  be  the 
star  of  the  film.  This  is  the  first  good 
role  in  years  and  he  gives  an  excep¬ 
tional  performance.  The  film’s 
prodeucers  originally  wanted  Daniel 
Day-Lewis  to  play  Vincent  Vega, 
but  Tarantino  insisted  on  Travolta, 
and  ,  luckily,  his  decision  won  out. 

The  word  began  to  spread  about 
Pulp  Fiction,  Travolta,  and 
Tarantino,  last  spring,  when  it  cap¬ 
tured  the  Palme  d’Or  (best  picture) 
at  the  Cannes  Film  Festival.  While 
most  of  the  attention  has  gone  to 
Travolta’s  performance,  much 
should  be  said  about  its  creator. 

Tarantino’sbigbreakcamewhn 
Harvey  Keitel  became  interested  in 
his  script  for  Resevoir  Dogs.  The 
film  was  well-received  by  critics, 
but  has  constantly  been  knocked  for 
its  violence.  Tarantino’sother  works. 
True  Romance,  Natural  Born  Kill¬ 
ers  (he  wrote  both  of  them),  and, 
now,  Pulp  Fiction,  has  also  been 
condemned  for  their  violence.  The 
subjects  of  his  films  require  vio¬ 
lence;  they  wouldn’t  be  what  they 
are  without  it 

As  is  usually  the  case,  forget 
my  opinion,  and  judge  for  yourself. 
Go  see  it. 

REVIEW  GRADE:  A 


Drop  Zone 

•  Marguerite  Foley  V 

If  you  like  action  movie’s  Drop 
Zone  is  the  one  for  you.  A  combina¬ 
tion  of  a  good  plot  and  great  stunts, 
this  movie  will  keep  you  on  the  edge 
of  your  seat. 

U.S.  Marshals  Pete  Nessip 
(W  esley  Snipes)  and  T  erry  (Malcom 
Jamal-Wamer)  Nessip  are  called  to 
help  trans¬ 
port  Leedy,  a 
computer  ge¬ 
nius  to  At¬ 
lanta  to  keep 
him  safe  so  he 
testify  for  a 
drug  case.  On 
the  plane 
things  take  a 
turn  for  the 
unexpected. 

Pete 
must  then 
find  someone 
who  can 
parachute  from  a  747  plane  at  an 
extremely  high  altitude  and  still  live. 
What  he  finds  is  half  of  the  dynamic 
duo  that  performed  the  stunt  some 
years  ago,  Jessie  Crossman  (Y ancy 
Butler),  who  is  one  gutsy  girl.  The 
other  half  of  the  duo  is  part  of  a  sky¬ 
diving  team  that  uses  their  talents  to 
commit  numerous  crimes  involving 
drugs  and  money. 

This  movie  was  an  altogether 
great  flick  with  non  stop  action 
fromstart  to  finish.  Wesley  Snipes 
amazes  once  again  with  superb  act¬ 
ing.  If  yu  like  Wesley  and  are  not 
afraid  of  heights  this  is  a  must  see. 

REVIEW  GRADE:A 


•  Jared  Simmons,  I 

Imagine  a  late  night  show  host 
with  the  wit  of  David  Letterman,  the 
unpredictability  of  Howard  Stem, 
and  the  mental  quickness  of  Robin 
Williams.  The  resulting  hybrid  would 
probably  be  very  similar  to  Dennis 
Miller.  The  forty-something 
Pittsburger  (someone  from  Pitts¬ 
burgh)  was  first 
made  famous 
by  anchoring 
SaturdayNight 
Live’s  “Week¬ 
end  Update”,  a 
position  he  had 
for  six  years  be¬ 
fore  leaving  in 
1991.  Now 
with  his  recent 
weekly  live 
show  called 
Dennis  Miller 
Live,  Miller  is 
allowed  to 
showcase  his  great  comedic  talents 
more  freely.  Specifically,  Dennis 
Miller  Live  is  adapted  to  the 
comedian’s  encyclopedic  knowledge 
of  pop  culture,  which  Miller  some¬ 
times  spouts  at  an  almost  dizzying 
speed. 

Dennis  Miller  Live  has  two 
unique  premises.  The  first  is  the  un¬ 
censored  format.  Dennis  Miller  Live 
always  begins  with  Miller’s  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  week’s  events  and 
ends  with  a  humorous  depiction  of 
the  show’s  topics.  Miller’s  social 
commentary  ranges  from  the  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  system  to  a  recent  one 
about  inefficiency.  The  second  part 


of  the  show  is  a  guest  appearance, 
either  in-house  or  via  satellite  on  a 
monitor.  My  favorite  guest  was  the 
show  about  political  correctness  in 
which  Robin  Williams  teamed  up 
with  Miller  for  great,  spontaneous 
comedy.  Among  others,  Pete  Rose 
and  Jerry  Seinfeld  were  especially 
interesting.  The  last  part  of  the  show 
is  similar  to  Miller’s  former  duty  on 
SNL  ,  a  thing  he  calls  “The  Big 
Screen”.  It  shows  black  and  white 
photographs  of  intriguing  scenes,  ei¬ 
ther  political,  weird,  or  both. 

The  second  great  aspect  of  Den¬ 
nis  Miller  Live  is  its  relative  simplic¬ 
ity.  In  other  words,  there’s  no  band 
and  no  sidekick.  Not  that  those  are 
bad,  but  must  every  late  night  show 
have  one?  Miller  got  an  Emmy  for 
outstanding  individual  achievement 
in  a  writing  program  for  Dennis 
Miller  Live  this  year,  which  ensures 
it  a  couple  of  more  seasons.  But 
catch  Dennis  Miller  Live  while  you 
can,  its  seasons  ends  tentatively  in 
January  before  returning  again  in  the 
late  summer.  A  great  example  of 
Miller’s  show  is  this  statement  about 
the  Brady  Bill’s  effectiveness  on 
crime  prevention:  “A  five  day  wait¬ 
ing  period  to  get  a  handgun-  you 
have  to  get  on  a  longer  waiting  list 
than  that  to  buy  Aladdin  at  Block¬ 
buster.”  Here’s  to  Dennis  and  his 
admirably  informed  and  opinionated 
comedy  about  pertinent  issues  other 
than  the  usual  comedic  babble  about 
girlfriends  and  airline  food.  Dennis 
Miller  Live  airs  Fridays  at  10  p.m 
and  is  repeated  on  Sundays  at  1 1:30 
p.m.  on  HBO. 


Courtesy  Allied  Advertising 


REVIEW  GRADErA 


"Star  Trek  Generations” 


Make  the  Voyage  from  TV  to  Film 


•Jared  Simmons.l 


I  have  a  question. 
How  many  modem 
day  television  shows 
do  you  think  could  be 
taken  from  the  small 
screen  and  brought  to 
the  big  screen  suc¬ 
cessfully.  I  can  only 
think  of  one  -  Star 


Trek:  The  Next  Gen¬ 
eration,  which  has 
been  reincarnated  as 
the  film  Star  Trek 
Generations.  The  film 
is  a  combination  of  old 
and  new  with  William 


Shatner  reprising  his  role  as  Captain 
James  T.  Kirk  alongside  Next  Gen¬ 
eration  Captain  Jean-Luc  Picard 
(Patrick  Stewart).  Generations  is  in 
many  ways  a  typical  Star  Trek  story, 
with  a  plot  involving  time  and  space 
and  an  alien  villain  named  Dr.  Soran 
(Malcolm  McDowell).  The  film  be¬ 
gins  aboard  the  Enterprise  NCC- 
1701-B  with  Kirk,  Scotty  (James 
Doohan),  and  Chekov  (Walter 
Koenig)  in  anxiety  over  the  passing 
over  of  their 
ship  to  a  new 
crew  headed 
by  Captain 
Harriman 
(Alan  Ruck 
of  Ferris 
Bueller' s 
Day  Off). 
This  opening 
sequence 
goes 
seamlessly 
from  one  of 
celebration 
to  surprise. 
From  there 
on,  the  film 
takes  the  au¬ 
dience  into  a  mildly  convoluted  plot 
about  a  Nirvana/Heaven-like  place 
called  the  Nexus. 

The  most  intriguing  thing  about 
screenwriter  Ronald  D.  Moore  and 
Brannon  Braga's  story  is  that  Gen¬ 
erations  is  quite  funny  at  times.  IT 


was  surprising  because  while  Next 
Generation  was  an  excellent  show, 
it  wasn’t  known  for  a  great  deal  of 
humor.  In  fact  two  of  the  more  seri¬ 
ous  characters  in  Generations  are 
put  in  amusing  situations.  The  first  is 
Worf  (Michael  Dorn)  who  is  pro¬ 
moted  from  lieutenant  commander 
aboard  an  18th  century  sailboat  in  a 
humorous  fashion.  The  second  is 
Data  (Brent  Spiner)  whose  decision 
to  take  advantage  of  an  emotion  chip 
provides  as  much  comic  relief  as  any 
StarTrek  character  in  recent  history. 

But  the  film’s  overall  power 
stems  mostly  from  the  relationship 
between  Kirk  and  Picard.  Their  ca¬ 
maraderie  is  interesting  to  watch  as 
they  share  the  responsibility  of  sav¬ 
ing  billion  of  lives  as  they  have  done 
so  often  in  the  past.  Another  plus  is 
Generations  use  of  Guinan  (Whoopi 
Goldberg)  whose  immortal  charac¬ 
ter  adds  depth  to  the  audience’s  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Nexus.  While  cap¬ 
tains  Picard  and  Kirk  are  trying  to 
stop  Dr.  Soran  selfish  plan.  Com¬ 
mander  William  Riker  (Jonathan 
Frakes)  takes  control  of  the  Enter¬ 
prise  NCC-1701-D  and  shows  the 
promise  of  being  yet  another  excel¬ 
lent  captain. 

As  in  all  Star  Trek  productions, 
special  effects  are  important  and  well 
utilized.  In  Generations,  the  amaz¬ 
ing  wizards  at  Industrial  Light  and 
Magic  (ILM)  create  a  handful  of 
great  FX.  The  most  original  of  which 


was  a  Place  called  Stellar  Cartogra¬ 
phy  which  makes  a  road  map  look 
like  a  relic  from  ancient  history.  ELM 
is  also  responsible  for  the  scenes  in 
which  the  Enterprise  undergoes  an 
incredible  descent  which  elicits  a 
hilarious  from  Data.  But  for  all  of  its 
good,  Generations  isn’t  perfect,  the 
resolution  of  the  nexus  incident 
seems  to  happen  too  easily.  And 
some  of  the  other  characters  such  as 
Lt.  Commander  Geordi  La  Forge 
(LeVar  Burton),  Dr. 

Beverly  Crusher  (Gates 
McFadden),  and  Counselor 
Deanna  Troi  (Marina  Sirtis) 
are  given  secondary  roles 
while  the  renegade  Klingon 
sisters  Lursa  and  B’Etor 
(Barbara  March  and 
Gwynth  Walsh)  are  given 
great  one-liners.  For  me,  the 
best  part  of  seeing  Genera¬ 
tions  was  the  audience. 

Never  had  I  seen  an  audi¬ 
ence  interact  with  a  film  the 
way  this  audience  did.  They 
clapped  when  the  never- 
ending  on  screen  cinematic 
quizzes  ended,  and  that  was 
before  the  coming  attrac¬ 
tions  ever  came  on.  If  I  were  to  write 
down  every  observation  I  made  about 
Generations,  it  would  fill  up  this 
whole  page,  so  I’ll  stop  while  I’m 
ahead.  StarTrek  Generations  isn’t  a 
superb  film  but  a  good  adventure 
with  some  unexpected  laughs  that 


REVIEW  GRADE:B-PLUS 


will  even  make  non  Star  Trek  fans 
say  “Hey,  that  wasn’t  bad.”  By  the 
way.. .for  fans  of  Star  Trek  there  is  a 
national  radio  call-in  show  called 
Talk  Trek  which  airs  on  the  Cable 
Radio  Network  at  11:00  p.m.  on 
Channel  B37  (Cablevision)  every 
Friday  night.  The  phone  number  for 
Talk  Trek  is  1-800-336-2225  and 
the  local  number  for  information  on 
Star  Trek  television  shows 

Courtesy  Allied  Advertising 


airing  on  Channel  56  is  265-5600, 
both  number  are  toll-free.  Star  Trek 
Generations  is  directed  by  David 
Carson  and  rated  PG. 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


•  Nancy  Poon,  III  M  Glass 

Each  fall  Boston  Latin  School  the  state  science  fair.  In  whatever 
is  transformed  from  its  summer  soli-  spare  moments  are  left,  she  enjoys 
tude  to  a  center  of  activity.  As  stu-  making  her  own  jewelry  out  of beads, 
dents  groggily  try  to  readjust  to  the  particularly  herprizedearrings. Karin 
full  school  year  that  lies  ahead,  few  plans  on  studying  science  in  college 
may  have  noticed  the  sweet  sounds  where  she  also  hopes  to  join  the 
of  music  that  escapes  room  020  ev-  football  band, 
ery  Tuesday  and  Thursday  between  A  musician  not  only  by  means 
9:17  -10:01.  Among  the  budding  of  her  six  years  on  the  flute  but  also 
musicians  are  seniors  Amy  Lawless,  eight  years  on  the  piano,  Jill  Glass  is 
Karin  Johnson,  and  Jill  Glass.  thedirectoroffootballband.  As  Amy 

Though  each  one  is  unique  in  is  loquacious,  Karin  is  out  going,  Jill 
personality  and  interests,  this  trio  are  is  marked  by  a  strikingly  quiet  sense 
commonly  bonded  by  their  love  for  of  enthusiasm  and  patience  that  al- 
music  and  the  dedication  as  first  low  her  to  oversee  the  organization 
flutists  in  the  senior  concert  band,  of  band  in  addition  to  helping  in- 
Furthermore,  as  the  heads  of  football  struct  members  at  the  rehearsals, 
band,  they  share  the  leadership  and  When  apart  from  her  flute,  Jill  is 
teamwork  necessary  to  successfully  thoroughly  occupiedby  her  co-presi- 
run  musical  organization.  dency  of  the  BLS  Gay/Straight  Alli- 

In  addition  to  playing  the  flute  ance.  Like  Amy,  she  is  enrolled  in 
for  eight  years  at  both  the  school  and  AP  Music  but  does  plan  on  pursuing 
at  her  church,  Amy  Lawless  has  also  it  as  her  career.  Nevertheless,  Jill 
explored  writing  opportunities  as  a  would  like  to  continue  to  stay  in- 
contributor  to  both  the  Argo  and  the  volved  with  music  by  joining  all 
Register.  Currently  enrolled  in  AP  available  band  organizations  at  col- 
Music,  Amy  plans  to  continue  her  lege. 

study  of  music  in  college  though  she  “Football  Band  is  a  really  fun 

does  not  plan  for  a  career  in  the  group,  it  shows  true  school  spirit,” 
particular  field.  To  her  “the  school’s  Jill  said,  encouraging  all  musicians, 
music  program  has  really  helped  give  especially  the  needed  brass  instru- 
a  sense  of  home  during  the  last  six  mentalists,  to  join.  In  a  public  school 
years.”  As  the  conductor  of  football  system  where  there  are  only  two 
band,  Amy  leads  the  band  at  games  schools  with  a  music  program,  it 
and  pep  rallies.  takes  a  lot  of  effort  and  hard  work  to 

A  flutist  of  nine  years,  Karin  be  able  to  run  a  band  after  school  on 
Johnson  is  busy  with  interests  that  a  volunteer  basis.  “It  helps  that  we’re 
expand  within  and  beyond  that  of  best  friends,”  Amy  added  as  Karin 
music.  As  the  assistant  conductor  of  explained  that  “between  the  three  of 
football  band  and  a  member  of  the  us,  we  get  the  things  done.”  Their 
jazz  band,  Karin’s  schedule  is  often  talent,  dedication,  and  teamwork  has 
very  filled  with  rehearsals.  Still  she  enabled  Amy,  Karin,  and  Jill  to  ac- 
finds  time  to  create  the  monthly  cal-  complish  this.  This  trio,  as  individu- 
endar  for  the  Argo,  play  on  the  tennis  als  and  as  a  group,  are  truly  a  symbol 
team  in  the  spring,  and  do  work  on  of  the  echoing  sounds  of  music  at 
science  projects  that  have  placed  at  BLS. 


DISCLOSURE 


Tri-Spotlight 


Interview  with 
a  Vampire 


•  David  Voldan,  I 

Just  when  you  thought  author 
Michael  Crichton  had  made  enough 
money  off  of  his  noveUurassic  Park 
to  call  it  quits  and  retire,  he’s  back  in 
the  movie  theaters  again  with  an¬ 
other  novel  turned  motion  picture  - 
Disclosure. 

Packed  to  the  brim  with  nail 
biting  drama,  Disclosure  is,  simply 
put,  about  sexual  harassment  in  the 
workplace,  except  this  time  the  male 
is  the  victim. 

Tom  Sanders,  played  by 
Michael  Douglas  (Romancing  the 
Stone,  Jewel  of  the  Nile,  The  War  of 
the  Roses,  Basic  Instinct,  Falling 
Down),  is  looking  forward  to  receiv¬ 
ing  his  promotion  to  Vice  President 
of  DigiCom,  the  high-tech  computer 
firm  that  he ’d  worked  for  most  of  his 
life.  He  soon  discovers  that  his  hopes 
had  been  in  vain  as  Meredith  John¬ 
son,  played  by  Demi  Moore  (A  Few 


Good  Men,  Ghost),  is  promoted  to 
V.P.  To  break 
the  ice, 

Meredith  in¬ 
vites  Tom  to 
her  office  after 
work  to  discuss 
business  and 
old  times.  Soon 
after  Sanders 
gets  there  he 
finds  himself 
the  victim  of 
Johnson’s 
cooly  aggres¬ 
sive  sexual 
overture.  After 
nearly  suc¬ 
cumbing  to  her 
seduction, 

Sanders  rejects 
her  in  confusion  and  anger. 

The  next  morning  when  Tom 
returns  to  work  he  finds  his  employ¬ 
ment  in  jeopardy  because  Meredith 


•  Caitlln  Fitzgerald,  I 

•  David  Bonner,  I 

•  Ora  Colb,  I 

Interview  with  the  Vam¬ 
pire  ,  although  it  has  its  shortcom¬ 
ings,  is  worthwhile  seeing  for  both 
those  who  have  read  it  and  those  who 
have  not.  With  a  screenplay  written 
by  Anne  Rice,  the  author  of  the  best¬ 
selling  book,  the  story  remains  true 
to  the  original,  with  only  minor  in¬ 
consistencies.  Although  material  was 
cut,  noth¬ 
ing  essen¬ 
tial  was 
lost,  and 
a  1 
changes 
were 
made  for 
dramatic 
purposes 
only. 

Brad  Pitt , 
playing 
the  lead 
role  of 
Louis  de 
Pointe  du  Lac,  had  some  excellent 
moments,  but  lacked  a  certain  cred¬ 
ibility  throughoutmost  of  the  movie. 
The  role  of  Arm  and,  played  by  An¬ 
tonio  Banderas ,  was  downplayed  in 
the  film,  which  may  account  for  the 
lack  of  emotion  seen. 

These  minor  flaws  are, 
however,  far  outweighed  by  the 
positive  aspects  of  the  film.  Although 
we  the  reviewers  were  skeptical  of 
his  ability  to  play  the  part  ,  Tom 
Cruise  gave  an  astounding  perfor¬ 
mance  as  Lestat  de  Loincourt.  He 
was  totally  convincing,  playing  the 
role  of  the  Brat  Prince  of  Vampires 
with  flair.  The  young  Kristan  Dunst 
did  a  supreme  job  of  playing  the  role 
of  Claudia  ,  the  child  vampire.  The 


had  chosen  to  complain  to  manage¬ 
ment  about  being  sexually  harassed 
by  Sanders.  Tompleads  his  case  that 
he  was  the  one  harassed  but  no  one 
believes  him  saying  that  he  was  in  a 
state  of  denial  and  who  ever  heard  of 
a  man  being  sexually  harassed. 

What  unfolds  is  a  fast  paced 
drama  with  Sanders  trying  to  prove 


his  innocence  to  the  firm  in  hopes  of 
salvaging  his  job  and  reputation. 

Disclosure,  based  on  the  novel 
by  Michael  Crichton  (Andromeda 


settings  were  magnificent,  the  cos¬ 
tumes  resplendent,  the  music  en¬ 
chanting,  and  the  combination  was 
breathtaking. 

A  few  scenes  were  par¬ 
ticularly  well  executed  ,  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  scenery,  music,  camera 
shots,  sound  effects,  acting,  and  gen¬ 
eral  atmosphere  succeeded  in  com¬ 
pletely  drawing  the  viewer  in. 
Lestat’s  “death”  achieves  the  per¬ 
fect  moment  of  horror  ,  and  is  an 
exceptionally  remarkable  moment 

for 
Cruise, 
Dunst, 
and  the 
special 
effects 
depart- 
m  e  n  t . 
The 
wrath  of 
the  vam- 
p  i  r  e 
coven 
descend¬ 
ing  upon 
Louis, 
Claudia,  and  the  fledgling  Madeline 
epitomizes  chaos  with  its  quick-spin¬ 
ning  camera  angles  and  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  climatic  music  and  con¬ 
tinuous  cries.  Louis’  later  revenge 
on  the  selfsame  coven  is  Brad  Pitt’s 
high  point  and  a  tremendously  pas¬ 
sionate  scene  of  rage  and  murder. 
Not  to  dismay  potential  viewers,  but 
the  ending  was  amassive  disappoint¬ 
ment.  It  closes  on  a  cheesy  Holly- 
wood-style  ending  ,  which  is  sur¬ 
prising,  considering  the  care  which 
was  taken  with  the  rest  of  the  movie. 
Despite  this  we  highly  recommend 
the  movie,  although  we  also  recom¬ 
mend  leaving  five  minutes  early. 

REVIEW  GRADE:B 


Strain,  Terminal  Man,  Sphere,  Ju¬ 
rassic  Park,  Rising  Sun),  isproduced- 
directed  by  1988  Best  Director  Os¬ 
car  winner  Barry  Levinson  (Rain 
Man),  and  is  a  directing  feat,  prima¬ 
rily  because  it  ran  as  smoothly  as  the 
novel.  In  fact,  the  movie  is  a  con¬ 
densed  version  of  the  novel  with 
nothing  important  left  out  and  very 
little  deviation.  The 
movie  also  incorpo¬ 
rates  state-of-the- 
art  technology  such 
as  cell  phones,  E- 
Mail,  video 
conferencing,  and  a 
virtual  reality 
walk  thru  database, 
in  its  arsenal  of  ex¬ 
citing  effects  which 
play  a  crucial  role 
in  this  drama. 

Whether  you ’re  a 
Crichton  fan,  a 
cyber-geek,  a 
drama  enthusiast, 
like  controversy,  or 
just  want  to  spend  a 
night  out  at  the 
movies.  Disclosure  is  the  flick  for 
you. 

REVIEW  GRADE  :A-MINUS 


Spotlight 


Joseph  Wamo 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

I  know  very  many  people  who 
would  be  pleased  to  find  out  that 
they  are  being  spotlighted  by  the 
Argo.  I  know  only  one  person  who, 
upon  hearing  that  he  had  been  cho¬ 
sen  as  one  of  our  arts  spotlights 
smiles  bashfully  and  tells  me  that 
he  does  not  think  he  did  anything 
fascinating  enough  to  deserve  the 
honor.  This  bashful  young  man  is 
Joseph  Wamo,  a  sohpomore  at  BLS, 
whose  drawings  can  be  seen  in  the 
art-room  as  well  as  in  the  rooms  of 
his  last  years’  subject  teachers. 

Joseph  was  bom  in  St.Martin, 
a  pictoresque  island  in  the 
Carribean.  There  he  grew  up  and 
went  to  school,  and,  although  he 
has  been  living  in  America  since 
’87,  his  works  are  still  saturated 
with  the  light  of  the  Carribean  sun 
and  its  warmth.  That  is  what  most 
people  like  about  Joseph’s  work — 
he  likes  his  colors  to  have  a  tint  of 
yellow  in  them,  so  that  even  the 
most  serious  drawing  looks  warm. 

To  learn  to  draw,  Joseph  has 
gone  to  the  Art  School  at  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Fine  Arts  last  year.  Visit¬ 
ing  him  there,  I  saw  that  he  could 
not  only  draw  masterfully,  but  that 
his  works  in  clay  looked  almost 
alive.  It  is  very  sad  that  the  Art 
School  is  too  expensive  for  Joseph 
to  continue  attending  it.  Well,  at 
least  there  is  always  the  BLS  art  - 
room,  and  J  oseph  spends  every  free 
moment  (although  those  are  quite 
rare  with  no  studies)  in  there,  draw¬ 
ing  or  experimenting  with  some 
other  art-form. 

With  his  abilities  and  talents 
most  people  believe  that  Joseph 
will  becopme  a  proffessional  artist. 
“It  is  funny,”  Joe  tells  me,  doodling 
on  one  of  his  book-covers,  “I  don’t 
want  to  be  an  artist,  but  people  keep 
asking  me  if  that’s  what  I’ll  be.  It 
does  not  pay.  I’ll  keep  it  as  a 
hobby,  though.”  It  is  sad  to  me  that 
such  talent  should  go  to  waste  just 
because  it  is  hard  to  make  money 
that  way,  but  he  explains  that  he 
loves  to  travel,  and  being  in  busi¬ 
ness  will  afford  him  that  opportu¬ 
nity. 

I  understand  why  Joseph  wants 
to  see  the  world.  His  best  drawings 
are  not  of  people — he  likes  to  draw 
nature  or  interesting  buildings,  not 
the  people  who  live  aroun  all  that 
beauty.  Travelling  around  the  world 
would  definitely  enhance  his  abil¬ 
ity  to  select  beautiful  sights  and  put 
them  on  paper  or  canvas.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  that  Joseph  started  drawing 
while  still  on  St.Martin.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  of  his  school  encouraged  him 
to  continue  his  attempts  by  giving 
him  his  very  first  artpad.  That  little 
notebook  of  drawing  started  Jo¬ 
seph  out  on  his  long  journey  to 
becoming  an  Argo  arts  spotlight. 
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Politics 


The  Elephants  Go 
Marching  In 


The  Republican 

Paul  Chandler,  I 

For  the  most  part,  Tuesday, 
November  8  was  a  good  day.  On 
that  day,  my  beloved  Republicans 
won  control  of  the  US  Congress, 
captured  most  of  the  nation’s  state 
houses,  and  in  the  process  evicted 
several  of  the  most  notorious  Demo¬ 
crats  ever  to  show  their  ugly  faces 
on  C-Span:  Mario  Cuomo,  Tom 
Foley,  Dan 
Rostenkowski,  Jam 


embarrassment,  no,  a  disgrace,  to 
our  state  for  25  years.  Yet  in  1 994,  at 
the  age  of  62,  Kennedy  has  remar 
ried,  sobered  up,  and  improved  his 
public  behavior.  His  public  image, 
however,  is  disgusting.  Every  fea¬ 
ture  on  Kennedy’s  body  is  fat,  espe¬ 
cially  his  head.  He  resembles  a  tre¬ 
mendously  overweight 

hydrocephalic.  His  face  is  always 
red;  maybe  it’s  still  bloodshot  from 
all  those  years  of  alcohol  abuse,  or 
maybe  he’sjust  struggling  to  breathe. 
His  head  looks  like  a  wrinkled,  crim¬ 
son  pumpkin  with  sagging  eyes,  a 
disjointed  nose,  a  big  mouth,  and  a 
large  path  of  thinning  grey/white  hair 
on  top. 

The  most  pathetic  aspect  of 
Kennedy  today  is  his  speech.  Once  a 
proud,  cogent  orator,  Kennedy  is  now 
generally  inarticulate,  sometimes  un¬ 
intelligible.  His  rhetorical  skills  have 
beenreduced  to  that  of  an  arrogant  4- 
year-old.  He  often  stutters;  and  if  the 
words  do  come  out, 
he  blabbers;  and 


Sasser,  to  name  a  Ted  has  wrung  when  he  blabbers 

few.  But  somehow  «  .  -  "1  f  too  quickly,  he 

the  ugliest  face  on  tllS  family  S  mumbles.  In  the  first 

Capitol  Hill  was  7^  7 _  £j __  £ debate,  Kennedy 


his  family's 

\-apuui  mu  was  11  t  n  £  deoate,  Kennedy 
granted  another  six  UlOOay  flag  JOT  frequently  became 

every  drop  of 
political  blood . 


year  lease. 

Massachusetts 
voters  were  to  de¬ 
cide  between  Mitt 
lomney  and  Ed- 
ward  Kennedy  -  either  a  handsome, 
princely  frog  or  a  bloated,  hungover 
toad.  The  voters  chose  to  kiss 
Cennedy,  oblivious  to  the  warts 
they  have  contracted  from  him  dur¬ 
ing  his  32  years  in  the  Senate.  But 
the  race  is  over,  and  it  would  be 
utile  to  attack  his  record  now.  Be¬ 
sides,  most  Kennedy  voters  seemed 
not  to  concern  themselves  with  his 
decisions,  but  rather  his  “clout,” 
his  power  legally  to  smuggle  busi¬ 
nesses  and  entitlements  into  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Kennedy  is  not  the  old¬ 
est  dinosaur  in  a  minority  (!)  party 
that  is  on  the  verge  of  extinction. 
With  his  present  “clout,”  he  might 
be  able  to  win  our  state  a  brand  new 
chicken  farm  and  -  if  he’s  lucky-  a 
few  pounds  of  government  cheese. 
But  again  my  objective  is  not  to 
criticize  Kennedy’s  power  or  po¬ 
litical  reasoning,  however  impor¬ 
tant  these  two  functions  may  be. 
Sio,  I’  not  really  interested  in  the 
important  issues;  rather  a  frivolous 
matter:  his  appearance. 

To  me  Kennedy  has  been  an 


angry  when  there 
was  little  or  nothing 
to  be  angry  about.  I 
now  believe  he  was 
angry  at  himself  for 
not  being  able  to  talk  right.  Very  sad. 

I  find  one  thing  admirable  about 
Ted  Kennedy.  He  has  survived  sev¬ 
eral  tragedies  within  his  family;  two 
brothers  assassinated,  one  brother 
killed  in  war,  one  sister  killed  in  a 
plane  crash,  and  another  sister  lo- 
botomized.  But  Ted  has  wrung  his 
family’s  bloody  flag  for  every  drop 
of  political  blood.  He  finds  no  shame 
in  using  his  family’s  grief  as  a  politi¬ 
cal  tool,  exploiting  America’s  sym¬ 
pathy  for  a  few  votes.  When  once 
confronted  with  “difficult  questions” 
about  his  financial  affairs,  Kennedy 
dismissed  the  investigation  by  claim¬ 
ing  that  his  family  “had  paid  too  high 
a  price  in  politics”  to  be  concerned 
with  money.  I  almost  expected 
Kennedy  to  then  pull  out  autopsy 
photos  of  Robert  -  or  maybe  a  piece 
of  John’s  skull  -  for  further  effect. 

Ted  Kennedy  should  have  lost. 
He’s  merely  a  sleazebag  in  a  suit,  but 
because  his  last  name  is  Kennedy, 
some  Massachusetts  voters  felt  com¬ 
pelled  by  a  false  loyalty  to  throw 
away  their  votes. 


Campaign  *95:  The  Victory  Train 


•  Courtney  O’Neil,  IV 

With  three  days  to  go  before  the 
election,  the  Republican  party  was 
getting  in  some  last  minute  cam¬ 
paigning,  aware  that  every  minute 
could  bring  them  closer  to  a  reversal 
of  the  majority  rale  which  the  demo¬ 
crats  have  held  for  40  years  in  the 
House  and  38  of  the  46  years  in  the 
Senate.  The  Republican  candidates, 
fully  a  ware  of  voter  frustration,  were 
hopeful  that  people  would  vote  for 
“change”  at  the  polls  on  November 
8  th  after  school  and  that  they  would 
be  swept  into  office  by  this  momen¬ 
tum. 

November  5  - 
the  energy  level 
was  high  as  Re¬ 
publicans,  Bill 
Weld,  Paul 
Celluci,  Joe 
Malone,  Jamis 
Berry,  Arthur 
Chase,  Mitt 
Romney  and 
several  hundred 
supporters 
boarded  the  “Re¬ 
publican  Victory 
Train.” 

Hours  be¬ 
fore  the  candi¬ 
dates  embarked 

on  this  old-fashioned  “whistle  stop” 
campaign,  designed  to  attract  the 
media,  preparations  were  being  made 
for  the  trip.  At  9:30,  I  arrived  at 
North  Station  with  two  friends.  I 
rolled  up  my  sleeves  and  jumped 
right  in,  offering  to  tape  signs  to  the 
train  and  carry  food  on  board.  I  was 
apprehensive  about  this  day  (being 
an  Independent  who  is  certainly  more 
left-wing  than  right)  but  I  decided 
that  if  I  was  going  to  have  any  fun,  I 
would  have  to  pretend  that  I  was  a 
Republican. 

While  we  were  still  at  North 
Station,  there  were  indications  that 
we  would  be  met  with  opposition  all 
along  the  way.  This  was  obvious 
when  four  or  five  veterans,  some 
dressed  in  cow  suits,  showed  up  at 
the  station  with  a  megaphone.  They 
were  reacting  to  a  recent  visit  that* 
Romney  had  made  to  the  New  En¬ 
gland  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veter¬ 
ans.  During  this  visit,  the  director  of 
the  shelter  explained  that  all  the  food 
was  donated  except  the  milk  which 
cost  50,000  dollars  annually.  Rom¬ 
ney  responded  in  a  light  manner, 
saying,  “Maybe  you  should  teach 
people  how  to  milk  cows.”  When 
Kennedy,  who  made  a  similar  visit 


to  the  shelter,  was  given  the  same 
information,  he  said,  “Let  me  talk  to 
the  American  Milk  Association.  Let 
me  talk  to  the  New  England  Milk 
producers.”  The  advocates  for  the 
veterans  who  came  to  North  Station 
thought  Romney’s  comment  was 
insensitive  and  cruel.  The  ‘cows’ 
showed  their  discontent  by  hollering 
“ComeonMitt!  Why  don’tyou  teach 
us  how  to  milk  a  cow!”  and  “Mitt 
doesn’tcare  about  people! ’’The  vet¬ 
erans’  protest  did  not  go  unnoticed  * 
by  the  Republicans,  who  gave  im¬ 
mediate  responses,  such  as,  “Y ou’ve 
had  thirty  years  to  find  a  job!". 


found  a  large  group  of  supporters 
waiting.  My  friend  and  I  hurried  off 
the  train  to  get  a  closer  look  at  the 
candidates.  This  time  (because  the 
‘cows’  did  not  arrive)  we  were  able 
to  hear  their  speeches.  I  realized  that 
the  speeches  had  not  changed  from 
the  ones  I  heard  at  the  last  stop. 
Although  the  ‘cows’  missed  this  stop, 
a  plane  flew  by  overhead  dragging  a 
sign  that  said,  “Keep  your  Mitt’s  off 
our  jobs.” 

Redding  was  next  By  this  time 
the  whole  routine  was  getting  pretty 
monotonous  and  I  had  practically 
memorized  the  candidates’  speeches. 

The  next  stop  that 
the  train  made  was 
in  Lawrence. 
There  were  many 
supporters  there. 
The  final  stop  was 
in  Haverhill. 
When  we  arrived, 
a  couple  hundred 
supporters,  all  eat¬ 
ing  pizza,  were 
standing  around 
the  podium.  The 
veterans  made  a 
big  show  at  this 
stop.  Republicans 
were  telling  them 
to  go  home  and  a 
fight  almost  broke 


Courtney  O’Neil,  iv 


"I’m  a  veteran  and  I  have  a  job!”  and 
“How  much  is  Kennedy  paying  you 
for  this?”  The  press  captured  every 
moment  of  this  drama,  proving  that 
this  was  tralv  a  media  event  rather 
than  an  outreach  to  the  people. 

Finally,  at  around  12:30,  the 
train  rolled  out  of  North  Station. 
Having  decided  earlier  to  bury  my 
democratic  roots  for  the  day,  I  was 
surprised  to  see  how  easily  I  could 
get  wrapped  up  in  the  emotions  of 
the  moment.  A  special  bond  formed 
among  the  people  on  the  train  which 
made  me  reluctant  to  reveal  my  po¬ 
litical  position.  The  first  “whistle 
stop”  was  in  Malden.  We  all  jumped 
out,  grabbed  a  sign  and  headed  for 
the  platform.  Unaware  of  what  I  was 
supposed  to  do,  I  observed  other 
people  and  went  with  the  flow.  I 
noticed  that  the  arrival  of  the  candi¬ 
dates  caused  no  special  commotion. 
Most  people  looked  blankly  at  us 
and  moved  on.  Each  candidate  gave 
a  short  speech  about  what  they’ve 
done  and  what  they  plan  to  do.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  I  was  not  able  to  hear 
most  of  the  speeches  because  the 
veterans  (in  their  cow  suits)  were 
shouting  so  loudly. 

In  Melrose,  our  next  stop,  we 


out.  I  became  passionate  like  the 
others  and  participated  in  screaming 
“Go!  Mitt!  Go!”  (something  I’m  not 
very  proud  of,  after  the  fact)  in  order 
to  muffle  the  sounds  of  the  protest¬ 
ers.  The  whole  time  I  was  observing 
Romney’s  sons  out  of  the  comer  of 
my  eye,  and  I  could  not  help  thinking 
what  is  like  for  the  children  of  poli¬ 
ticians.  I  wondered  if  they  felt  ex¬ 
ploited. 

Finally  we  boarded  the  train 
and  headed  back  to  Boston,  feeling 
thoroughly  exhausted,  but  happy. 
When  asked  by  my  young  Republi¬ 
can  friend  if  any  of  my  political 
opinions  had  shifted  to  the  right  as  a 
result  of  this  Republican  exposure,  I 
told  her  honestly,  “no.” 

Three  days  after  the  train  ride,  I 
found  myself  at  the  polls  with  my 
young  Republican  friend,  holding  a 
sign  for  Weld  and  looking  forward 
to  the  victory  party  at  the  Sheraton. 
This  “Republican-for-a-day”  busi¬ 
ness  seemed  to  be  getting  out  of 
hand,  and  I  resolved  to  go  out  and 
buy  a  cow  suit  and  to  stay  on  my  side 
of  the  issues  for  the  next  election! 


Candidates  Speak  at  Rally 


•  Joe  Finelli,  IV 

On  Monday,  Nov.  7,  the  can¬ 
didates  running  for  election  or  re- 
election  spokeat  the  Harry  Truman 
Society  rally  on  Centre  street  in 
WestRoxbury.  Candidates  for  all 
political  offices  spoke;  and  some 
people  spoke  on  behalf  or  against 
the  ballot  questions.  Overall,  it 
was  a  democratic  rally.  None  of 
the  'big-name  republicans,  like 
Romney,  Weld  and  Cellluci 
showed  up.  There  was,  during  the 


middle  of  the  rally,  a  long  string  of 
democrats  who  spoke  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  then  introduced  an¬ 
other  candidate.  Ted  Kennedy, 
who  got  a  rousing  ovation  from  the 
crowd,  Mark  Roosevelt,  Bob 
Massie,  Tom  Menino  and  Joe 
Moakly  all  did  their  part  to  lift  up 
each  other,  and  their  party. 
Kennedy,  during  his  speech, 
blasted  Mitt  Romney,  then  went 
on  to  talk  about  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  the  Senate.  That  set  the 
stage  for  Mark  Roosevelt  and  fi¬ 


nally,  Bob  Massie. 

Other  key  speakers  were  Ralph 
Martin,  who  was  running  for  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney,  and  his  opponent, 
Gerry  Malone.  There  was  basi¬ 
cally  equal  support  for  both  candi¬ 
dates.  Marian  Walsh,  running  for 
State  Senate,  put  an  emphasis  on 
voting  in  general,  and  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  to  us.  The  last  three 
speakers  were  citizens  urging 
peopleto  vote  for  or  against  the 
questions. 
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Colleges 


YAL 


•  Ben  Cohen-Leadholm,  I 

I  absolutely,  passionately,  end¬ 
lessly  adore  Yale  University.  To 
me,  it  is  the  epitome  of  an  excellent 
college;  I  feel  exactly  the  same  way 
about  Harvard.  So  what  are  the 
incongruities?  Why  bother  with  Yale 
when  Harvard  is  just  a  short  subway 
ride  away?  I  feel  almost  identically 
about  Harvard  and  Yale,  the  differ¬ 
ences  seem  trivial.  Bottom  line,  if 
you  want  to  stay  in  Boston,  the  city 
in  which  you  have  lived  for  almost 
two  decades,  then  enjoy.  Make  sure 
to  visit  Mum  and  Dad  often  for  me; 
hey,  they  ’re  only  a  few  minutes  away 
by  car  from  you  dormitory. 

On  the  other  hand,  Yale  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
(which  is  2.5  hours  from  Boston,  1.5 
hours  from  New  York  City).  I  won’t 
lie  to  you.  New  Haven  isn’t  per¬ 
fect — it’s  not  even  close.  New  Ha¬ 
ven  is  much  like  other  metropolises, 
and  plays  a  symbiotic  role  in  life  at 
Yale.  Although  Yale  creates  a  uni¬ 
versity  island,  half  the  students  at 
Yale  participate  in  community  ser¬ 
vice  by  the 
end  of  the 
four  years. 

On  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the 
campus, 

Broadway 
Street  of¬ 
fers  the 
Yale  Coop, 
fast  food 
joints  and 
other  stores 
which  are 
necessities  in  all  college  cities. 

Even  with  the  wonderful  ru¬ 
mors  bouncing  about  concerning 
New  Haven,  Y  ale  attracts  the  most 
qualified  and  top-notch  professors 
in  the  nation.  An  important  contrast 
between  Yale  and  other  schools  is 
the  concentration  of  these  excep¬ 
tional  teachers.  Y ale  focuses  its  pre¬ 
miere  instructors  on  the  undergradu¬ 
ate  students.  This  is  exactly  what  I 
want  for  my  money.  I  want  full- 


fledged  professors  instructing  the 
class,  not  pretentious  teachers’  as¬ 
sistants  through  whom  the  professor 
teaches  vicariously;  I  want  the  teach¬ 
ers  who  are  accessible  after  class  and 
who  want  to  be  teaching  me. 

Another  unique  feature  of  the 
university  is  the  residential  college 
system.  Randomly,  a  student  lands 
in  one  of  twelve  colleges  within  Yale. 
Approximately  400  students  are 
housed  in  each  college;  each  college 
contains  its  own  dining  hall,  court¬ 
yard,  laundry  units,  living  room/en¬ 
tertainment  room,  weight  room 
(sc»ne  even  house  their  own  basket¬ 
ball  courts).  These  residential  col¬ 
leges  are  microcosms  of  the  univer¬ 
sity,  none  could  be  summarized  by 
one  word,  such  as  “jocks”  or  “musi¬ 
cians.” 

Yale  possesses  the  most  out¬ 
standing  opportunities  and  facilities: 
750  teaching  faculty  members,  2000 
courses  annually,  sixty-three  poten¬ 
tial  majors,  10.2  million  volumes  in 
Sterling  Library  (“the  Cathedral  of 
Knowledge”),  Whitney  Gymnasium 
(the  second  largest  sports  complex 
interna¬ 
tionally, 
titled  “the 
Cathedral 
o  f 

Sweat”), 
three  mu¬ 
seums  on 
campus, 
sixty  dra¬ 
matic  pro- 
ductions 
annually, 
2000  com¬ 
munity  service  projects  in  New  Ha¬ 
ven,  thirty-three  Division  One  Var¬ 
sity  sports  teams  (seventeen  for 
women,  sixteen  for  men). 

It  is  understandably  overwhelm¬ 
ing  determining  which  schools  you 
would  most  like  to  attend;  “to  each 
his  own.”  Yale,  which  may  be  my 
cup  of  cocoa  could  be  a  trough  of 
Nyquil  cough  syrup  to  you. 


Ben  Cohen-Leadholm. ! 


•  Andrew  Tarpey,  I 

Recently  I  visited  Assump¬ 
tion  College,  located  in  a  residential 
area  of  Worcester.  I  found  Assump¬ 
tion  had  a  great  deal  to  offer.  As¬ 
sumption  B  is  a  small  Catholic  lib¬ 
eral  arts  college  just  50  miles  from 
Boston.  The  college  sits  on  a  pictur¬ 
esque  145  acre  campus,  only  3  miles 
from  downtown 
Worcester.  Worcester 
has  many  fine  facilities 
and  programs,  including 
an  outstanding  art  mu¬ 
seum,  a  nationally 
known  music  festival,  a 
symphony  orchestra, 
and  a  science  museum, 
as  well  as  the  Worcester  Centrum. 

Assumption  offers  majors  in 
liberal  arts  and  in  business.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  Assumption  belongs  to  the 
Worcester  Consortium  for  Higher 
Education.  Students  of  Assumption 
can  participate  in  educational.,  cul¬ 
tural,  and  social  programs  provided 
by  the  Consortium.  Included  in  the 


Consortium  are  Holy  Cross,  Clark 
University,  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute,  Worcester  State  College, 
University  of  Massachusetts  Medi¬ 
cal  School,  to  name  a  few.  The  Con¬ 
sortium  allows  students  to  take 
courses  at  other  Consortium  institu¬ 
tions.  In  this  way,  students  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  a  greater  variety  and  flex¬ 
ibility  in  course  offer¬ 
ings. 

Another  aspect 
of  Assumption  is  the 
Plourde  Recreation  Cen¬ 
ter,  an  impressive  recre¬ 
ational  complex  with 
two  pools,  several  bas- 
ketball/volleyball 
courts,  a  weight  room,  a  track,  and 
racquetball  courts.  Assumption  also 
has  a  very  large  intramural  sports 
program  in  which  over  1,400  stu¬ 
dents  participate. 

When  I  toured  the  college,  I 
found  the  students  and  faculty  very 
friendly  and  helpful  in  answering 
questions. 


The 


tngton 

University  •  Rachel  Skerrlt,  I 


•  Marie  McLaughlin,  I 

When  The  George  Washington 
University  held  an  Open  House 
weekend,  I  packed  my  bag,  got 
Carron  and  a  train  ticket,  and  went  to 
see  the  school.  The  main  reasons  I 
went  through  with  the  ten  hour  train 
ride  was  because  G.W.  seemed  to 
have  a  lot  of  what  I  wanted  in  a 
college:  away  from  home  but  not  too 
far,  a  new  and  interesting  city  at  my 
disposal,  and  several  programs  in 
international  affairs  and  criminal 
justice,  both  of  my  main  interests 
and  both  of  which  are  often  hard  to 
find  at  a  college.  G.W.  seemed  ideal 
to  me. 

Several  other  B.L.S.  seniors 
went  to  visit  George  Washington. 
Everyone  had  something  good  to 
say  about  the  school.  Everyone  liked 
the  city,  and  it  is  definitely  a  large 
part  of  what  makes  G.W.  a  good 
school.  Washington  D.C.  has  more 
than  just  many  interesting  political 
institutions,  it  also  has  great  shop¬ 
ping,  cultural  and  social  areas  such 
as  Old  Georgetown  and  J  street.  Even 
though  the  city  was  great,  for  some 
people  it  was  also  a  flaw.  It  left  G.W. 
without  a  campus  and  as  one  girl  so 
eloquently  put  it,  “There’s  no  grass.” 

Other  good  points  were  G.W.  ’s 
academic  opportunities  and  the  in¬ 
ternship  programs,  which  are  help¬ 
ful  both  money- wise  and  in  getting  a 
start  in  the  working  world.  And  with 
the  comfortable,  casual  atmosphere, 
the  great  dorms,  and  the  diverse  stu¬ 
dent  body,  G.W.  has  a  lot  going  for 
it. 

G.W.  is  the  first  choice  of  many 
Latin  students,  and  others,  including 
myself  are 
strongly  consid¬ 
ering  it  Some  se¬ 
niors  find  the 
idea  of  going  to 
G.W.,  with  pos¬ 
sibly  a  good 
number  of  other 
Latin  kids,  com¬ 
forting.  For  oth¬ 
ers,  this  is  a  draw¬ 
back.  After  all, 
college  should  be 
a  new  and  differ¬ 
ent  experience, 
not  BLS  part  II. 

The  train 
ride  home  took 
the  whole  day,  so 
I  had  plenty  of 
time  to  think 
about  my  week¬ 
end  at  G.W.  But 
all  I  could  con¬ 
centrate  on  was 
how  miserable  I 
was  spending  an 
entire  day  on  a 
train.  Maybe 
G.W.  isn’t  the 
perfect  distance. 

Besides,  I  don’t 
know  if  I  could 
take  ten  hours  of 
getting  up  and 
down  from  my 
seat  on  the  train 
to  let  Carron  by 
so  she  could  run 
to  the  bathroom. 


Hey,  Juniors!  How  would  you 
like  to  spend  a  summer  away  from 
your  parents,  in  a  super-cool  city, 
living  in  a  college  dorm  with  a  hun¬ 
dred  other  kids  from  all  over  the 
country  and  the  world. .  .FOR  FREE? ! 
All  this  is  possible  with  the  help  of 
my  favorite  alumnus  William 
Schawbel,  who  pays  for  four  BLS 
juniors  to  spend  the  summer  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  located 
in  the  hip  and  happenin’  West  Philly, 
home  of  Boyz 
II  Men  and  the 
Fresh  Prince. 

UPENN 
Precollege  is  a 
six  week  pro¬ 
gram  between 
junior  and  se¬ 
nior  year 
where  you 
take  a  course 
for  college 
credit.  How¬ 
ever,  the  sum¬ 
mer  is  not  all 
work  and  no 
fun  by  any 
means.  I  was 
only  in  class 
for  an  hour 
and  a  half 
Monday 

through  Thursday.  The  rest  of  my 
time  was  free  to  hang  out  (1:00  AM 
curfew!),  explore  the  city,  and  meet 
new  people.  Y ou  really  get  a  taste  of 
college  life,  academically  and  so¬ 
cially.  The  best  part  about  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  that  if  you  are  a  recipient  of 
the  Schawbel  Scholarship,  your  tu¬ 
ition,  room,  and  board  are  free  AND 
you  get  spending  money  for  week¬ 
end  meals  and  funky  souvenirs  (I  am 


the  proud  owner  of  UPENN  boxers 
with  a  scrunchie  to  match). 

Competition  for  the  scholarship 
is  pretty  stiff,  but  the  selection  pro¬ 
cess  is  not  all  about  class  rank  and 
how  many  A.P.  classes  you  take. 
Essays  are  really  important  so  if  you 
can  write  a  kickin’  composition,  AP¬ 
PLY!  If  you’re  a  pretty  good  stu¬ 
dent,  you’ll  probably  be  receiving  an 
application  in  the  mail  early  next 
year,  but  if  you  don’t  (I  didn’t!),  go 
ask  Ms.  Cousens  for  one.  And  if  you 
have  a  couple 
thousand 
bucks  to 
spare,  go 
even  if  you 
don’t  get  the 
scholarship. 
I’m  totally 
serious.  It’s 
worth  it.  I 
feel  so  much 
more  pre¬ 
pared  for  col¬ 
lege  life  and  I 
also  realized 
that  UPENN 
is  the  school 
for  me,  and 
maybe  that 
will  happen 
to  you,  if  you 
listen  to  me 
and  APPLY  FOR  THE  PROGRAM! 
I’m  still  in  contact  with  a  lot  of 
Precollege  students  from  as  far  away 
from  Jamaica,  and  we’re  all  hoping 
to  meet  up  again  at  PENN  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1 995 .  Don’ t  be  a  wimp  about 
leaving  home  for  six  weeks.  You 
gotta  do  it  sometime.  If  you  have 
any  other  questions,  come  find  me  in 
homeroom  136.  I’ll  be  wearing  the 
PENN  scrunchie. 


Rache?  Skerrft, 


M 


Iaybe  you're  into  varsity  sports, 
student  politics,  the  latest 
computer  technologies  or  catching 
big-name  concerts  at  the  nearby 
Centrum.  It's  all  here  at  Anna  Maria 
College,  a  private,  4-year  coeducational 
college  that's  minutes  from  New 
England's  second  largest  city  and  set  on 
180  acres  of  woodlands.  Academically, 
we  offer  over  30  degree  programs 
within  a  career-oriented,  liberal  arts 
curriculum  to  prepare  you  personally 
and  professionally  for  success  after 
graduation.  What  more  could  you  want, 
except  a  campus  tour? 


AMC 


Anna  Maria 
College 


^  (508)  849-3360 

PAXTON,  MA  01 61 2-1 198 
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Sports  Spotlight 


Sterling  Silver  Stiz 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 


Let’s  set  the  scene.  You’re  at  a 
Boston  La*in  football  game  and  sud¬ 
denly,  a  huge,  split-end/defense  end 
catches  your  eye.  He’s  tall  and  well- 
built  yet  has  the  mobility  of  a  5’2" 
running  back.  He’s  got  hands  of 
steal  on  defense  yet  hands  of  velvet 
on  offense.  He  has  the  big  play 
ability  to  turn  a  game  around.  This 
player  is  Sterling  Bishop. 

Sterling  is  a 
multi-sports  star 

here  at  Boston  Sterling  learned 

Latin.  He’s  1 

played  basket-  the  game  Oy 
ball  for  over  ten 
years  and  he’s 
run  track  here  for 
three  years.  Yet 
right  now  he  is 
focused  on  one 
sport  and  one 
sport  alone.  Foot- 
ball. 

Sterling  learned  the  game  by 
watching  and  then  emulating  his 
'avorite  players.“My  idols  are  Bruce 
Smith  of  the  Buffalo  Bills  and 
Shawn  Kemp  of  the  Supersonics.” 

Where  did  he  develop  his  pass  re¬ 
ceiving  abilities?  That  must  just 
crane  naturally  to  this  fine  receiver. 

During  his  high  school  career, 

S  terling  has  had  many  great  athletic 


watching  and 
then  emulating 
his  favorite 
players. 


experiences.  When  asked  about  his 
favorite  moment  while  competing 
here  at  Boston  Latin  he  quickly  an¬ 
swered  “Definitely  last  year’s  win 
over  English.”  However,  when 
asked  about  his  personal  moment, 
he  shifted  to  basketball.  “My  favor¬ 
ite  personal  moment  was  in  one 
basketball  game  versus  Bedford. 
That  was  when  I  got  my  first  dunk.” 
As  far  as  football,  he  will  never 

_ forget  the  end- 

around  that  he  ran 
against  Lincoln- 
Sudbury,  scoring  a 
touchdown. 

Sterling  plans 
on  staying  local  for 
college,  possibly 
BU  or  NU.  And 
what  are  his  plans 
after  college?  The 
NFL,  a  long  shot  in 
any  case,  is  still  a 
dream  that  Sterling  harbors.  And 
what  will  Sterling  miss  most  about 
playing  football  for  Latin?  “I  will 
miss  practicing  every  day.  What  I 
will  not  miss  are  the  stupid  jokes 
that  Farrett  and  Tor  eau  alwaysplay.” 
However,  there  is  still  one  game  to 
go,  and  when  asked  for  a  prediction 
for  the  big  Thanksgiving  Day  Game 
against  English,  Sterling  responds 
confidently,  “We  will  blow  them 
out.  No  contest” 


'fyui  taate  t&e 
di^&tevice  at 


1 920  A  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA 
566-6468 


•  EAT  IN  •  TAKE  OUT  • 
•  DELIVERY  • 


Sports 

The  Thanksgiuing 

Pep(iess)  TjIrou,  Feast 


Rallies 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

As  is  the  case  nearly  every  year, 
each  of  the  three  pep  rallies  was 
markedly  different  from  the  others. 
Although  the  rallies  were  all  ar¬ 
ranged  similarly,  the  approach  and 
delivery  were  very  different  in  each. 
The  first  rally,  in  a  typical  fashion, 
was  extremely  quiet.  The  younger 
students  just  didn’t  seem  into  it.  The 
fact  that  over  half  of  the  group  had 
never  before  experienced  a  Latin- 
English  game  was  explanation  for 
that,  however. 

The  second  rally,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  no  such  excuse.  These 
wereclasses  IV  and  D,  both  of  whom 
have  been  to  the  rallies  before.  In 
fact,  there  are  twice  as  many  juniors 
on  the  team  as  there  are  seniors,  so 
their  class  should  have  been  much 
louder.  The  third  rally,  is  is  always 
the  result,  was  by  far  the  loudest. 
This  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  seniors  want  to  make  a  big  im¬ 
pression  on  their  last  rally.  Also,  the 
tempo  of  the  rally  itself  was  much 
more  upbeat  than  the  others. 

There  were  some  similarities 
among  the  rallies,  however.  The 
band  played  well  throughout  the 
day.  They  did  the  best  job  that  they 
could  in  firing  up  what  was  a  very 
sullen  crowd  during  the  early  going. 
Also,  in  a  true  display  of  misguided 
enthusiasm,  the  students  were  too 
disruptive  while  the  speakers  were 
trying  to  be  heard.  It  is  doubtful  that 
throughout  all  three  ral¬ 
lies  a  single  name  was 
clearly  heard  during  the 
player  introductions.  And 
the  crowd  bordered  on 
rude  when  the  senior  class 
president,  Ray  Li,  was 
vainly  trying  to  speak 
over  700  screaming  fans. 

In  contrast,  when  the 
cheerleaders  or  pep  squad 
would  finish  a  routine 
(which  were  very  well- 
done  by  the  way),  the 
crowd  would  sit  on  their 
hands.  The  team  captains, 

Zack  Falconer  and  Dan 
Gibbons,  did  a  good  job 
firing  up  the  crowd  as 
well. 

Through  it  all,  how¬ 
ever,  the  rallies  were  ob¬ 
viously  successful.  The 
students  turned  out  and 
supported  the  team  in  its 
pursuit  fra  victory.  One 
must  wonder,  however, 
what  kind  of  rallies  are 
held  at  English.  Well, 
whatever  they  are  like, 
judging  from  the  support 
that  English  receives  at 
the  game  each  year,  the 
entire  school  cuts  and 
goes  home  early. 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

In  what  is  becoming  the  custom 
in  this  annual  Thanksgiving  day 
match-up,  the  Wolfpack  went  out  and 
destoyed  Boston  English  41-0.  The 
win  improves  Latin’s  record  in  this 
series  to  60-35-13  including  winning 
the  last  12  straight  and  26  of  the  last 
27.  The  41-0  trouncing  was  also  tied 
for  the  second  biggest  blowout  in  this 
108  year  rivalry  trailing  only  a  43-0 
massacre  in  1984.  The  1992  Wolfpack 
team  also  scored  a  big  41-0  win  over 
the  Bulldogs  behind  the  running  of 
Rick  Newman. 

The  rout  began  early  on  this  day 
for  the  Wolfpack.  Only  minutes  into 
the  game  senior  DB  Derek  Allenmade 
the  first  of  his  two  big  interceptions 
and  then  returned  it  69  yards  for  a  TD 
putting  Latin  up  6-0.  The  Latin  de¬ 
fense  was  giant  all  day,  never  allow¬ 
ing  English  to  put  together  any  sort  of 
a  sustained  drive.  In  particular,  the 
secondary  was  tremendous  intercept¬ 
ing  and  breaking  up  seemingly  every 
pass  thrown  by  English  quarterback 
Eric  McKoy. 

The  Wolfpack’s  depth  at  run¬ 
ning  back  then  proceeded  to  domi¬ 


Team 

Acton-Boxborough 

Lincoln-Sudbury 

Newton  South 

Boston  Latin  Wolfpack 

Westford  Academy 

Concord-Carlisle 

Bedford 

Wayland 


nate  the  English  defense.  Senior  Zack 
Falconer,  the  big  power-fullback,  had 
a  typical  Falconer  game,  big  yard¬ 
age,  a  TD,  and  alot  of  dizzy  English 
defenders  left  behind  in  his  wake. 
However,  in  this  game  center-stage 
belonged  to  junior  Kevin  Hidalgo, 
the  quick  and  mobile  tailback,  who 
had  a  career  high  257  yards  and  3 
touchdown  runs  of  5, 1 ,  and  8  yards  in 
this  game. 

On  the  opening  kickoff  of  the 
third  quarter  English,  already  all  but 
out  of  it  trailing  27-0,  attempted  a  bit 
of  trickery  by  trying  an  onside  kick. 
Although  it  worked,  the  punishing 
Latin  defense  prevented  any  ad¬ 
vancement  into  the  red  zone.  That 
was  the  only  time  however  in  which 
English  made  any  kind  of  a  scoring 
threat,  rarely  getting  beyond  the  mid- 
field  stripe. 

The  final  touchdown  was  scored 
on  a  fumble  recovery  in  the  end- 
zone  with  3  minutes  remaining  by 
senior  Joedy  Tran  who  had  to  wrestle 
the  ball  away  from  numerous  de¬ 
fenders.  He  then  proceeded  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  attempt  the  two-point  con¬ 
version  to  complete  the  scoring. 


League 

Overall 

6-0-0 

9-0-0 

5-1-0 

7-2-0 

4-2-0 

7-2-0 

4-3-0 

5-4-0 

2-4-0 

5-4-0 

2-4-0 

4-5-0 

1-5-0 

4-5-0 

1-6-0 

3-6-0 

Patriots’  Report  Card 

Graded  by  Jeff  Abramo,  1 

Quarterback-  A 

Drew  Bledsoe  has  been  incredible.  He  leads 
the  league  in  yards  gained,  attempts,  and 
completions  and  has  an  outside  shot  at  the 
all-time  NFL  record  for  passing  yards  in  a 
season.  The  high  interception  prevents  an 
A+. 

Running  Backs-D 

One  word  can  descry  be  the  entire  season  so 
far.  Pathetic.  Kevin  Turner  has  been  the  lone 
bright  spot  in  this  mess. 

Wide  Receivers-C- 

If  they  could  ever  leam  to  hand  on  to  the  ball, 
they  might  actually  develop  into  a  fine  group. 
Michael  Timpson  and  Vincent  Brisby  have 
both  been  hurt  during  the  season  yet  are 
coming  on  of  late.  Ray  Crittenden  has  a  habit 
of  catching  tough  passes  yet  dropping  simple 
ones. 

Tight  Ends-A+ 

Ben  Coates.  Enough  said. 

Offensive  Line-  C 

Pass  protection  has  been  decent  yet  have 
been  pitiful  on  run-blocking.  A  grade  of  C  is 
more  than  generous. 

Defensive  Line-  B 

Having  a  good  year,  the  defensive  line  still 
must  leam  to  better  stop  the  run.  The  pass 

rush  has  been  fairly  effective  however 
considering  the  number  of  blitzes  that 
are  run,  they  should  have  more  sacks. 

Linebackers-  B+ 

A  good  group  led  by  all-Pro  Vincent 
Brown,  the  linebackers  are  one  again 
the  anchor  of  the  Patriots  defense. 
Todd  Collins,  Chris  Slade,  and  even 
“Mr.  Irrevelant”  Marty  Moore  have 
made  significant  contributions. 

Secondary-  D+ 

Check  the  statistics.  Last  against  the 
pass,  the  secondary  has  been  porous  at 
best.  Maurice  Hurst  has  played  fairly 
well  but  the  rest  of  the  DB ’s  have  got 
to  go.  ; 

Special  Teams-  A- 
Rookie  Pat  O’Neill  has  been  excellent 
in  his  role  of  punting/kickoffs,  and 
Matt  Bahr  has  been  more  than  ad¬ 
equate  at  field  goals.  The  kick  and 
punt  coverage  has  been  excellent. 

Coaching-  C 

Well,  considering  it  takes  Bill  Parcells 

2 1/2  quarters  each  game  to  realize  that 
the  horrible  running  game  has  not 
magically  transformed  itself,  a  C  is 
generous. 

ARGO  Football  Scoreboard 
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Sports 


An  Honorable  Defeat 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

From  an  undefeated  record  of 
9-0,  the  Girls  Volleyball  Team  con¬ 
tinued  a  winning  season  and  fin¬ 
ished  with  an  impressive  tally  of  15- 
3.  Two  losses  to  rival  Newton  South 
resulted  in  BLS  sharing  the  DCL 
League  Championship  with  the  other 
school.  Half  of  the  team  was  also 
selected  to  the  DCL  All-Star  team, 
including  Senior  captain  Kelly 
Gushue,  Sophomore  captain  Shirley 
Van,  and  Juniors  Rushell  Kwong, 
Winnie  Le  and  Sharon  Li. 

As  Latin  prepared  for  the  State 
Tournament  senior  s  tarter  Karen  Lee 
injured  her  ankle.  Junior  Erika 
Delgado  covered  herposition  sensa¬ 
tionally. 

In  the  first  playoff  game,  Latin 
demonstrated  its  power  and  prow¬ 
ess,  defeating  Cambridge  in  three 
games:  15-9,  15-7  and  a  crushing 
final  game  15-2.  During  the  first 
game,  senior  Kelly  Gushue  had  a 
seven  point  rally  serve.  In  the  sec¬ 
ond  game,  junior  Sharon  Li  contin¬ 
ued  the  domineering  serve  with  a  six 
point  rally.  Amid  the  strong,  consis¬ 
tent  serving,  Latin’s  defense  and  of¬ 
fense  was  unsurpassable.  Power 
middle  hitters  Rushell  Kwong,  jun¬ 
ior,  and  Winnie  Le,  junior,  had  eight 
and  six  kills,  respectively,  with  a 
share  of  blocks.  Outside  hitters  Kelly 
Gushue  and  junior  Tammie  Tran 
had  six  and  four  kills,  respectively. 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

Again  the  Girls  Volleyball 
Team  dominates  the  success  stories 
of  the  Fall  Teams  by  capturing  the 
Dual  County  League  Co-Champi¬ 
ons.  Following  close  behind  was  the 
Football  Team  in  third  place  in  DCL. 
Our  hopes  of  a  BLS  Football  Team 
in  the  Superbowl  ended  abruptly  with 
their  loss  to  first  place  Acton- 
Boxboro.  Unfortunately  the  rest  of 
the  Fall  teams  finished  with  records 
under  .500.  Although  we  did  break 
some  records,  “there’s  always  next 
year.” 

The  Girls  Soccer  Team  broke 
their  twelve  year  losing  streak  with 
one  win  against  Bedford,  one  tie  and 
fourteen  losses.  Senior  captains  Sue 
Russo  and  Christine  Sweeney  led 
the  hard  working  team,  with  seniors 
Meredith  Kaizer,  Erin  Ch aimer  and 
Keryl  Dimaggio,  in  battles  versus 
state  ranked  DCL  teams.  The  team 
has  great  potential  for  the  future 
with  the  addition  of  a  new  coach  and 
five  freshman. 

The  Boys  Soccer  Team,  as  well, 
played  hard  against  state  ranked  DCL 
teams  and  ended  with  a  losing  record 
of  3-13-2.  Nevertheless,  the  team 
was  packed  with  DCL  All-Stars  in¬ 
cluding  senior  captains  Vinnie 
Letteri,  Brendan  Greally,  juniors 
Alex  McCormack  and  sophomore 
Liam  Bayer.  Other  outstanding  play¬ 
ers  included  sophomores  Mark  Ford 
and  Eric  Braun.  Seniors  included 
Paul  “lumpy”  MacNeil,  Andy 
Rowlings,  Liam  O’Driscoll,  Matt 
Milette,  and  Perry  J ean  Paconte.  The 
highlight  of  the  season  came  against 
undefeated #2  state  ranked  Westford. 
BLS  was  tied  at  1-1  at  halftime  by 
ended  up  losing  with  a  disappoint¬ 
ing  4-3  score. 


When  coach  Chris  Troiani  was  asked 
the  reason  behind  the  team’s  power, 
she  replied:  “I  tell  them  to  hit  the  ball 
as  hard  as  they  can.” 

The  next  round  of  playoffs, 
Semi-Finals,  matched  the  Wolfpack 
against  the  anticipated  rival.  North 
Quincy,  ranked  among  the  top  ten 
teams  in  the  state.  North  Quincy  came 
into  the  BLS  gymn  expecting  an  easy 
win.  In  thevery  first  rally,  Latin 
crushed  this  illusion.  While  the  pre¬ 
vious  game  against  Cambridge  was  a 
game  of  serving  and  power,  this  game 
involved  intense  skill  and  foresight 


Latin's  out¬ 
standing  defense 
and  offense  was 
on  the  same 
level  as 

North  Quincy's 
flawless 
returns ... 


on  the  court.  Latin’s  outstanding 
defense  and  offense  was  on  the  same 
level  as  North  Quincy’s  flawless 
returns  of  Latin’s  should-be-kills 

Fall-Wrap 


With  greater  success  in  bus  situ¬ 
ation  this  year,  the  Girls  Swimming 
and  Diving  Team  ended  the  season 
with  a  5-6  record.  Senior  captains 
included:  Cathy  O’Reilly,  Marie 
McLaughlin,  Maureen  Hickey  and 
Christina  McLaughlin.  Outstanding 
performers  included:  Caity  O’Reilly 
(backstroke,  200),  Christina 
McLaughlin  (50,  500),  Maureen 
Hickey  (100  Fly),  diver  Marie 
McLaughlin,  junior  Kathleen 
Wallace  (50)  and  Relay  Team  con¬ 
sisting  of  Lauren  McLaughlin,  Katie 
Hickey,  both  sophomores,  and 
Kristen  Allukian,  a  junior,  who  quali¬ 
fied  for  Sectionals.  Senior  veterans 
included  Anna  Braun,  Eugenia  Kiu, 
Alicia  Pradas  and  Jalene  Tamerat. 
BLS  upset  North  Quincy  in  one  of 
the  big  victories  of  the  season. 

As  with  the  soccer  teams,  the 
Golf  teams  in  DCL  grow  up  playing 
golf,  usually  in  their  suburban  coun¬ 
try  cluj»s.  Nevertheless,  BLS  put  up  a 
strong  fight 'with  a  record  of  5-8-1. 
Senior  captains  Jim  McDonnell  and 
N  a  than  Robbins  were  selected  to  DCL 
All-Star  Team.  Seniors  included  Rick 
Umek,  Mike  Rhodes,  Jamie  Cahill 
and  Francisco  Navarro.  Jim 
McDonnell  advanced  to  compete  in 
DCL  Championships  and  the  State 
Golf  Tournament. 

For  the  cross  country  team,  this 
year  was  a  rebuilding  season,  after 
losing  five  seniors.  Senior  captain 
Angela  Bayer,  battling  with  injuries 
all  season,  guided  the  inexperienced 
team  consisting  of:  Colleen  Madden 

(II) ,  Addy  Parker  (HI),  Martha  Deery 

(III) ,  Erin  Hannon  (IV),  and  Nina 
Smolyar  (IV).  Despite  a  record  of  0- 
7,  the  team  has  great  potential  for  the 
future. 

Now  we’re  back  at  “better  luck 
nest  year”  slogan,  and  in  return,  back 


and  successful  tips.  In  the  first 
game,  Latin  was  slow  in  reacting  to 
North  Quincy’s  tips,  which  resulted 
in  their  short  loss  of  15-13.  The 
next  game  pushed  each  team’s  tal¬ 
ent  and  experience  to  the  limit.  Vic¬ 
tory  was  a  matter  of  which  team 
made  themost  mistakes.  After  Latin 
took  a  9-3  lead  in  the  second  game. 
Noth  Quincy  fought  back  and  nar¬ 
rowly  won  15-12.  In  a  win  or  die 
situation  for  Latin,  North  Quincy 
took  a  14-1  lead  in  the  third  game. 
Latin  tried  to  fight  back,  but  lost  to 
the  disappointment  of  home  court 
fans,  15-6. 

Success  in  the  semi-finals  was 
mainly  based  upon  confidence,  and 
by  the  middle  of  the  second  game 
Latin  was  intimidated  by  North 
Quincy’s  paramount  skills.  North 
Quincy  had  played  teams  on  their 
competitive  level  all  year,  an  ad¬ 
vantage  Latin  lacked.  If  North 
Quincy  was  among  the  top  ten  teams 
in  the  state,  would  this  make  Latin 
eleventh?  Although  this  loss  was 
disappointing,  the  team  has  a  bright 
future  next  year  as  only  two  senior 
starters  will  graduate.  One  of  these 
years,  Latin  will  beat  rival  North 
Quincy,  as  the  Bruins  finally  beat 
the  Canadians  in  playoffs  in  1987, 
and  went  on  to  the  Stanley  Cup 
finals.  When  this  happens,  Latin 
will  beat  them  all  the  time  and  move 
on  to  the  State  Finals. 


to  the  question  of  whether  it  is  ad¬ 
vantageous  for  Boston  Latin  teams 
to  compete  in  the  Dual  County 
League.  But  does  the  City  League 
even  have  soccer  teams,  swim 
teams,  and  golf  teams?  Are  Acton, 
Concord,  Lincoln  and  Westford  too 
far  to  travel?  But  athletes,  we  must 
remember,  to  be  the  best,  we  have 
to  play  against  the  best. 


Sports  Spotlight 


Marie 


Kelly  Gushue, 


When  you  think  of  diving,  does 
an  image  of  Greg  Louganis  at  the 
1988  Olympics,  winning  the  gold 
medal  come  to  mind...  or  the  image 
of  when  he  slammed  his  head  on  the 
5m  spring  board?  Senior  diver  Marie 
McLaughlin  has  had  to  deal  with 
this  latter  fear  every  time  she  walks 
onto  the  diving  platform;  but  this  is 
the  source  of  her  inner  drive  behind 
her  desire  to  excel. 

Marie  is  one  of  the  captains  and 
premier  performer  of  the  Girls 
Swimming  and  Diving  Team.  This 
year,  she  placed  first  in  eight  out  of 
eleven  meets,  qualifying  her  for 
South  Sectionals  and  States  by  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  140  and  165  point  re¬ 
quirement  respectively  in  just  three 
diving  meets.  She  was  also  named 
to  the  1994  Dual  County  All  Star 
Team. 

From  a  distance,  diving  appears 
to  be  a  tough  sport  which  involves 
the  synchronization  of  mind  and 
body,  and  up  close,  it  really  is  just 
that.  Marie  started  swimming  in 
ninth  grade  and  became  interested 
in  diving  when  Kara  Chalmers,  a 
senior  at  the  time,  pioneered  the 
Diving  Program  for  BLS.  Because 
the  Murphy  School,  where  the  team 
practices,  did  not  have  a  diving 
board  until  Marie’s  sophomore  year, 
her  coach  recommended  a  program 
at  Northeastern  called  Boston  Area 
living  for  personal  instruction. 
During  the  winter  and  spring,  three 
times  a  week,  Marie  and  other  inter¬ 
ested  divers  from  around  Massa¬ 
chusetts  met  with  a  personal  coach 
and  assistants  that  taught  each  how 


to  dive  on  a  competitive  level.  T 
perform  in  competitions,  one  must 
be  able  to  do  eleven  dives.  Marie’s 
accomplishments  include  a  double 
(two  somersaults),  aback  one  and  1/ 
2  somersault,  a  twister  (  forward 
somersault  and  a  twist),  reverses 
and  inwards  dives.  Her  scores  range 
in  the  seven  and  ei ght  number  range, 
which  is  very  impressive  on  a  high 
school  level. 

I  get  dizzy  from  just  imagining 
two  somersaults  in  the  air,  never 
mind  the  fear  of  heights  when 
stand  on  the  10  meter  platform,  when 
asked  about  ths  fear,  Marie  shrugged 
her  shoulders  with 

indifference.Marie  said  the  thrill  of 
diving  comes  from  “your  body  do¬ 
ing  what  your  mind  wants;  and  your 
mind  needs  to  have  control.”  She 
said  that  when  she  stands  on  the 
platform,  she  has  to  imagine  herself 
visually  doing  every  dive  before  she 
can  do  it  successfully.  Therefore, 
she  says,  mind  blocks  are  the  big 
gest  obstacle  for  her  because  there 
are  so  many  dangers:  banging  your 
head  on  the  diving  board,  landing 
improperly  and  cutting  yourself  on 
the  water,  and  even  life  threatening 
situations  if  you  land  completely 
wrong  on  the  water. 

Overcoming  these  obstacles 
has  brought  Marie  success  in  just  a 
short  span  of  three  years.  Last  year, 
she  also  qualified  for  Sectionals, 
but  this  year  she  has  surpassed  all 
expectations.  She  is  considering 
diving  in  college  and  has  been  talk¬ 
ing  to  various  college  coaches. 
When  asked  what  really  drives  her 
to  achieve,  she  coolly  replied,  “NO 
FEAR.” 


A  FAMILY  RUN  BUSINESS  FOR 
OVER  A  QUARTER  CENTURY 


TONY’S  MARKET 

FRESHLY  CUT  MEAT 
IMPORTED  COLD  CUTS  *  GROCERIES 


4253  WASHINGTON  STREET 
ROSLINDALE,  MA  02131 


(617)  323-7313 
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December  Calendar 


December  1 994 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday  |  Wetkiesday 


1004 


GIAN  'ART  /HAIR 
MAN’  PANGARO's 
BIRTHDAY  * 


4 


Call  Me  Ishmael  Day 

1972:  Apollo  17 
landed  on  the  moon. 


11 


full  flloon 

International  Clown 
Day 


0 


CHRISTMAS 

BIRTHDAYS :  Christ 
KARIN  IOHNSON 
DAVID  BONNER 
STERLING  'MOST  POPULAR' 
BISHOP 


2§ 


LAST  DAY  OF 
HANUKAH 
VMi  Dot  Road 
Teat  la  18  daya 

from  today. 


Poinsetta  Day 

JAMIE  LEWIS' 
B-Day 

Lunch  Schedule 
Changes 


12 


SUBSTITUTES  Of  THE 

month:  Decaf  &  MR. 

"The  King's  English" 
DOHERTY 


Hockey  vs  Bishop 
Freeham  @  Canton  6:00 

Boxing  Day 

Smoker  Appreciation  Day 

JOSHUA  GAFFNEY'S 
B-Day 


Student  Council  Meeting 
Register  Meeting 

Club  of  the 
month : 
Scrabble  _ 
Club  • 


B  Ball  vs  Bedford  3:30 
Swimming  Leominster 
Home 

BIRTHDAYS :  MILTON 
PEREA 

VINCENT  LETTER! 


Girls  B-ball  at  Lincoln 
5:30 

Boys  B-ball  @Home3:45 
Register  Meeting 
CAITLIN 

FITZGERALD 
B-Day 


t 


Girls  B-ball  at  Duxbury 
1PM 

FREDERICK  ROCHE's 
Louis  Pasteur 
BIRTHDAYS 


Pearl  Harbor 

BIRTHDAYS: 

MYRUNE 
DESORMEAU 
MARIA 


MARTINEZ 


Wrestling  at  Wayland 
Hockey  at  Plymouth 
South  5:30 
BIRTHDAYS : 
CATHERINE  MALLEN 
FRANCISCO 

NAVARRO 


V 


14 


Hockey  vs  Walpole  at 
Dexter  6:15 
Winter  Solstice 
BIRTHDAYS  :  JOEY 
GORMAN 

AYANNA 
GREY 


ftjjgc 


Lowell  Wrestling 
Tournament 
Chewing  Gum  1 864 


Thursday 


BIRTHDAYS  : 
ANDREW  TARPEY 

World  Aids  Day 


m 


BIRTHDAYS : 
BRENDAN  GREALLY 
CHANTALLE 
LAFONTANT 
ERNESTO  PADILLA 


Hockey  at  Quincy  2:45 
2nd  Public  Declamation 

Early  Acceptance  Answer 
B-Days  HAMILTON  HO 
QUAIME  LEE 
EFF1E  \ BIGGEST 
ATTITUDE' 
PANAGOPOULOS 
PHUONG  LE  .jj  g 


HOLIDAY  COnCERT 

Wrestling  at  Lexington 
END  OF  SECOND 
MARKING  TERM 
B-DAYS  :  JAMES 
gmm  HOLLAND 
pH  ISRAEL 
J  •  REYES 


Girls  B-Ball  vs  Duxbury 
@Home  1PM 


Friday 


Christmas  Dance 
BIRTHDAYS: 
KATHRYN  BENCH 
ANITA  MOST 
CHANGED'  BURKE 


BIRTHDAYS : 
JAQUEUNE  LOPEZ 
MICHELLE  ROSATTO 
Mike's  Sister's  B-Day 


B-Ball  vs  English  3PM 
Swimming  at  Weston 

Boston  Tea  Party 

First  Track  Meet 


Girls  B-ball  vs  Newton 
South  Home  3:30 
Hockey  vs.  Haverhill  @BU 

NO  SCHOOL 


i 


.  JENNIFER 
•*- MANNING'S 
B-Day  S 


DORIS  WONG's 
Birthday 


try 


Vacation  Week 


Saturday 


YUETNG’S 

B-Day 

SATs 


BIRTHDAYS  : 
ANNA  BRAUN 
SHANA  CHANCE 


10 


Wrestling  CM  tournament 
Hockey  vs.  Plymouth  S. 
at  Dexter  530 
BIRTHDAYS :  KEEFE 
SHEPPECK 
Raymond  "Friendliest 
y— — IMost  Likely  to 
P — Mtsucceed"  Li 


'17 


iifnt 

i*v0n* 


24 


NIGHT 

World  War  II  ends 


KARIN  JOHNSON  HOPES  EVERYONE  HAS  A  HAPPY  HOLIDAY  AND  MERRY  NEW  YEAR 


BLS  Argo,  December  1994 


19 


January  Calendar 


January  1995 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Weckiesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

New  Year's  Day 
College  Application 
Deadline 

Tien  Bui's 

Adam  Ohson's 

Feng  Yi  Yao's 

B-Oays  ^ 

No  School 

Marc  Ciriello's  Half 

B-Day 

I’ve  elected  January  as 
"D°  something 
each  day 
month”  §2 

B-ball  vs  Wayland  4PM 

Register  Meeting 
Rachel  Skenitt's 

B-Day 

Nancy  Shaffer's  Half 

GET  , 

Wrestling  at  Concord 
Hockey  at  Haverhill  7pm 

Michael  Stipe  is  35 

\i  « 

First  an 
Fifth  of 

Be  ni 
Edito 

JAN 

id  Last  January 
1995 

ce  to  your 
r  Day! 

1 

B-ball  vs  West  Acad. 

4PM 

Swim  vs.  Newton  South 

Home 

Nicole  Wiebe's  B-Day 

8 

Belmont  Wrestling 
Tournament 

Hockey  at  Concord  1pm 

Today  is  Your 
Lucky  Day! 

^  7 

Susan  Russo's  B-Day 
Feed  a  Tree  Day! 

Hockey  at  Quincy  2:45 
Rick  Umek’s 

Shahid  "Class  down" 
Anderson's  B-Day 

ana 

-:cd  ^ 

m  § 

B-ball  vs  Concord  3  :30 
Report  Cards 

CML 

B-ball  vs  Concord  3:45 
Winnie  Chan's  B-Day 
Change  Your  Name 
Day! 

NEML 

$  ii 

Alison  DeCoste's 
Christopher 

Garrett's 

Jeanette  Snow's 
B-Days 

Si  12 

Friday  the  Thirteenth 
B-ball  vs  Weston  3:30 

Swim  at  Concord  3:30 
Eileen  Fitzgerald's 
B-Day 

US 

Monica  DHIcn's 

Tom  McGah's  B-Days 

Watch  Anamaniacs 
Day 

report! 

u® 

m 

P  H4 

Substitute  of  the 
Month:  Ms.  Claiborne 

Take  a  tree  on  a 
walk  day! 

U1 

Martin  Luther  King 

Day 

NO  SCHOOL 

Michael  Lorizio's 

A-.  B-Day 

US 

B-ball  vs  Acton  3:30 
Student  Council  Meeting 
Register  Meeting 

Yvette  Crawford's 
Phuong  Hoang's 

{£T  .7 

Hockey  vs  Lincoln  @NU 
2pm 

B-ball  at  Acton  3:30 
Zachary  "Best  Body" 
Falconer's  Yanny 
t+Lau's  B-Days 

i  i© 

Nineteen  is  1 6  upside 
down. 

Eleven  is  1 1  upside 
down. 

B-ball  vs  Bedford  3:30 
Swim  at  Lincoln 

Work  on  Senior 
Paper  Day! 

K3  2® 

Hockey  at  Acton  8pm 
Wa’va  been  in 
school  for  84 
days  which  is 
four  times  21 

2U 

Lynn  Fiore's  B-Day 
Hug  a  tree  day! 

22 

Rhoda  Galiguis's 

B-Day 

Club  Of  The  Month: 
Classical  Club 

j dki 

©  21 

B-ball  vs  English  3  PM 

NHS  Induction 

Sau  Sim  Lee's 

Kin  Wong's  B-Day 

24 

Hockey  vs  Westford  @ 

NU  2:15 

Westley  Pereira’s 
B-Day 

Smile  incessantly 

stmt*  Tr 

mm"  ^teacher 

^ajPday!  21 

Swim  at  Bedford  3:30 

3rd  Public  Declamation 
Christina  "Class 
down"  Adams' 

Tara  Napoktano's 
B-Day 

2® 

B-ball  vs  Lincoln  3:45 
HALFDAY 

Jason  Quinlan's 

Isabel  Diaz's 

Keryi  Di Maggie's 
Melissa  Hanes' 

B-Days  27 

 «■'- 

SATs 

Angela  Bayer's  Half 

B-day 

vj  2® 

Super  Bowl 
Sunday 

Climb  a  Tree 

Day! 

2® 

Hay  dee  Perdomo's 
B-Day 

The  school  year 
i3  half  over! 

1® 

B-ball  vs  Newton  South 
3:30 

Swim  at  Westford  5:30 
Reginald 
Jonesbooker's 
Maureen  Hickey's 
Roxanne  Moore's  gj  <jj 
B-Days 

ARGO 

Karin  Johnson  says  HI 


•  Happy  Holidays  to  all  my  friends  ! 
You  know  who  you  are.  Nicole  D.B. 

•  Happy  Holidays  to  my  favorite 
Teacher.  Nicole  D.B. 

•  Be  Young  have  Fun  DRINK  PEPSI 
Happy  Holidays  from  RONALDO 

•  James  D.-Fear  not  the  Pals !  We  mean 
you  NO  ill  will.  Merry  Xmas!  From, 
Yer  Pals. 

•To  ALL  ESP  Those  who  understand: 

•  Qapla’  Live  long  and  Prosper.  May 
you  all  be  well. 

•  Merry  X-M as:  Happy  ‘95  to  Avi  Kris 
Chrisy  and  everyone  else  -  Trisha 

•  Happy  Holidays  to:  Krisitn  Avi  Kenny 
Sanin  Mav  RabriandatChristy  -  Trish 

•  A1  Bundy  is  the  Greatest ! 

•  To  All  My  Friends  +  The  Paradise 
95ers  -  Merry  X-Mas!!!  Marc 

•  Heidi,  Merry  X-Mas!!  How  Longer 
Til  Paradise  Love.  Marc 

•  To  all  the  Chipmunk  Lovers  out 
there:  Casey,  Fung,  Turtle,  Adam  Yo, 
Dog,  Rafiki,  Blondie,  Rubbles, 
Smooches,  Moni,  Janice,  Lari,  Ada's 
Bro,  Olaf,  and  urn.. Chang!  Sing  Daan 
Fai  Lok!  -  Merry  X-Mas  ‘94 

•  To  Jamie,  Alan,  Koon,  Stephen, 
Chang,  Steve,  Kin,  Kenny,  Hamilton, 
and  also  to  my  sis,  Va,  Katie(Mui), 
Chuong,  Lucky.  Merry  X-Mas.  from 
Turtle. 

•  Merry  X-Mas  to  Jenny,  Monique, 
Megan,  Stacie,  Larisa,  HueLing,  Sau 
Sim,  Nancy,  Savanda,  Sharon.  Have 
an  awesome  X-Mas.  Kent. 

•  Michelle,  All  I  want  for  Christmas  is 
you.  Merry  Christmas.  I  LOVE  you  - 
Michael  R. 

•  To  Frac  -  Happy  Birthday!  Have  a 
Good  year!  Oohh!  I  LOVE  you  - 
Honey! 

•  To  ALL  those  F.O.B.’s  out  there  like 
Chipmunk,  Turtle,  Dog,  Blondie, 
Rafiki,  Sharon  Li,  (Nam,  Nam,  Nam, 
Nam),  Adam,  Candy,  Lucious,  Violet, 
Bubbles,  Harvey,  Koon,  Annie  T., 
Annie,  W  innie  L.,  (both  the  T  ALL  one 
and  the  one  at  BLA),  Sheila,  Karen  T., 
Karen  Y.,  Kin  H..  Johnny,  Norm,  Ben, 
Old  Man  Voldan,  Larisa  Y.,  Annie  L. 


Alex,  Elaine,  Kenny  C.  AKA  Gumby. 
Merry  Xmas!!!  Don’t  forget  to  give 
the  big  FOB  a  present  or  I'll  send  you 
back  where  you  came  from.  Oh  yeah 
(Nam,  Nam,  Nam)  Later  Dudes  and 
Dudettes!!  Class  of  ‘95  rules!!!  from 
the  BIG  FOB,  K.C.F. 

•  Merry  Xmas  to  BLS’s  newest  choir: 
VT,  SD,  ND,  NP,  SC+RL.  CGLL,  JL, 
LC+KB  -  M 

•  Laura,  Angelina,  Jkkelly,  Benny 
(yo!),  Nancy,  Stephanie,  Jacqueli 

•  Congratulations  to  the  Girls  JV  SOC¬ 
CER  team  on  a  great  year! !  -  Beth 

•  To:  K.Lacruda,  Ursuya,  Frito  Tali- 
Bear,  Isabel#  1  and  #2,  Shell,  etc.  HI! 

•  Kate  -  Oh  myHave  a  Nice  Xmis  To 
Peopul  That  I  KnowArfHappy  Xmis 
From  M.V. 

•  Dear  Ben,  We  Love  You!  We’ll  Miss 
U!  LOVE,  EMH.  CKO,  EFH,  JHB, 
AKF 

•  Happy  B ’Day  Sarah!  Happy  Xmas  to 
All  my  Buddies.  Love  Ericah. 

•  Merry  XOmas,  Jason!  -H  Merry  Xmas 
Tree,  Tina  &  everyone!  -HN 

•  Fa  La  La  La  La  La  La  La  La  La  Pray 
itSNOW  ALOT,  ‘Kay?  Luv,  KokoPuff 

•  Hi!  Happy  Holidays!  Armadillo 
Smith!  RFA 

•  Merry  Christmas 
JCKBMMKOMHKMMKCLKHKML 
KABEVJZJOSFSGMFKMBBEKKBLR 

•  Meny  >‘)))»<Mas  ********** 
My  DogHasFleas  V&E  T 

•  Merry  Christmas  Alyssa  Love,  Sena 

•  Merry  X’Mas:  Val,  Maria,  Katie, 
Nicole,  Shirley,  Nora,  Nancy,  Sarah  - 
A.T. 

•  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New 
Year  to  all!  -  Katie 

•  Shel:  You  Better  Not  Embarrass  ME! 
I’ll  Hate  You!  U/K  LUV  KRIS 

•  This  is  a  “hi”  to  Trisha,  Avi,  Janin, 
Pat,  and  Brian.  Merry  X-Mas!  Love, 


Kris. 

•  Kristen  O.  Luv  you  RBFMSJ-Dogg 
HowzY  ourPants? 
HopeAllHaveAGreatXmass-Dog 

•A  Hardy  "Hey  Now!”  to  Claudino 
and  all  my  other  buds.  Matt  O! 

•  Dear  Jumpsuit  andTrackstar,  Happy 
Holidays!  -Chief,  Mr.  Jig,  Kasass 
(yeow) 

•  Merry  Xmas  Heavenly  night-  MC 

•  Happy  Holidays  to  Viv,  Wing,  and 
Everyone  8-)  -  Rosie 

•  Merry  X-Mas  Viv,  Rosie,  Cal. 
Edwina,  MVSC,  LC,  JC,  ME,  &  Ev¬ 
eryone  -  Jess 

•  Merry  Christmas  to  Claire,  Nel,  Erin, 
Alex,  Kerry  and  Kim,  From  IMETTE 
Happy  Bday  JS  MF  LB  AC  TM  PB 
ILU  VU4E  V  AGLDBILUVUCUTIE 
Merry  Xmas!  KM 

•To  Beverly  &Leslie,  and  All  our  Crazy 
Friends,  Merry  Christmas.  D.D. 

•  Hi  Darren,  Pat,  Brian,  Janin,  Aui, 
Kristen,  Raina,  Shauna,  Jen,  Kathy  - 
MO 

•  Hi  Andrea  Sarah,  Leanie,  Leslie, 
Dawn,  Ms.  Kelly  Love  MO! 

•  I  wasted  a  $1  to  say  hi  to  my  pals 
again  (I  have  no  guts)  -  Kristin 

•  HI  to  JO,  AZ,  PS,  PS,  KM,  BT,  RC, 
SD,  JF,  KH,  AD  IUS  LOVE  ya 
MAURA 

•  Happy  Holidays  to  Sixie  Chorus! 
From  a  member. 

•  Hi  Jackie,  Jami,  Ken,  Trisha, ! !  Patt, 
Dave,  Jay,  Nate,  Changa,  Love  MO! 

•  Nancy  P.  RELAX  -Happy  Holidays, 
DV 

•  David  V.  -  Great  minds  think  alike. 
Too  bad  ours  don’t.  Happy  Holidays, 
NP 

•  Merry  Christmas  to  all  BLS  Teach¬ 
ers!  From  Katie  Sheehan 

•  Merry  Christmas  to  Claire,  Imette, 
Erin,  Kerry,  Graciela,  Navy,  From  Nel 


•  We  Love  Josh  Macintosh  Too!  Love 
and  other  indoor  Sports  -  A.B.  &  ASM 

•  I  Love  Josh  Macintosh!  Luv,  Alex 

•  Merry  Xmas  Jillallana  and  All  my 
AMICI!  I  LoveYouSo! 
WillYouMarryMe? 

•  To  all  ARRF  People.  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Let’s  go  Bowling.  Peace,  Jeff 
A. 

•  To  Marc  and  the  Bahamas  Crew  -  4 
Months  Merry  XMAS  HEIDI 

•  Long  Live  the  Wolves  -  Kim  -  Jolene 
&  Isaca  -  Seniors  Finally  95  Love 
Rosie 

•  Congrats  to  All  Seniors  (ESP.  S.  A  & 
H.R)  Who  R  Thru  W/College  Stress.  - 
R.S 

•  Winnie,  I  wuv  you  very  much!!! 
Casey  F. 

•  Trek  Rules  -  Trekker 

•  Hi  to  Christy,  Matt  O.,  Mr.  Smith, 
Val,  Jamie,  Lea,  Kevin,  Sarah,  Kenny, 
Love  MO 

•  To:  All  Sophmores  -  Have  a  very 
Merry  X-mas  and  a  dandy  1995!  - 
BAB 

•  To  TDASEE,  Yolanda,  Grace, 
Shirley,  and  Cueryone  Else,  Happy 
Holiday  -D.D. 

•  Free  Love  to  Mo,  Edge,  Pat,  Kathy, 
Nic,  Val,  KD,  John,  Maria,  Sarah,  etc. 
SD 

•Valerie,  Rosie,  Michelle!  Viv.Nancy, 
Shauna  and  Nicole  Merry-X-mas 

•  Laura,  Angelina,  JKKELLY,  Bennie 
(yo!),  Nancy,  Stephanie,  Jacqueli,  Shu 
&  Armando  her  Friend,  Pat  the  Pig, 
etc:  Ho  Ho  Ho!  Friendly  S  Rules!  Les! 
Peace  -A.M. 

•ULYMELDAHYBEITYAMYRD6IE&A 

LUKNOWHAVEAHAPPYXMASNUM 

MMMMMMMMGGMAY 

•  Kate  -  Oh  my!  Ts  Not  JCrew  ThanX 
KIDDOIK-Dog  Why  SO  Nervous?  J- 
DOGG,  Jackie 


•HapHapJoyJoy-Moe.Stace,  Ter:  Best, 
or  no  Best?  Sou:An  Alarm  Clock! 
Lari:Be  Good-uh-at  school!  Nan  ‘Go 
Ski!  ’  CD’s!  What  6-pack?  Kin!  Aren’t 
U  from  PowerHouse?NOT!  Eug:My 
Partner  in  Crime  at  Parties. ..Hue,  Jen, 
Alan,  Ave,  CHG,  Vin,  Ham;  Kent: 
You’re  nottoo  awesome!  Merry  Xmas 
&  Don’t  4  get  my  GIFT!  Luv  MEG 

•  Happy  Holidays  to  the  Girls  JV  and 
Varsity  SOCCER  TEAMS ! ! ! 

•  I’m  going  to  Hawaii!!!!! 

•  Best  Wishes  for  the  Holiday  Sea¬ 
son. — Mrs.  McManus 

•  Merry  Christmas  to  everyone  I  know 
from  Sathima 

•  To  Mimi  Stith,  Have  a  Merry  X-M  as. 
Big  Head  From  Kendra 

•Merry  Christmas  Southie  Girls!  from: 
Audra  and  Kim 

•  Whaddup  2  All  My  6C  Homiez!  Yall 
know  who  U  R  !  Peace  out!  Luv, 
Nanda  N. 

•  Dear  Brian  Norton,  I  Love  you!  I’m 
in  your  Math  class. 

•  Merry  X-Mas  -  To  A.M.  P.M.  B.M. 
M.M.  D.M.  C.T.  N.  J.C.  and  To  All  in 
Class  of  1999. 

•  Kristen,  I’m  Coming  to  get  your 
Teddy  Bear.  Merry  X-Mas!  Margaret 

•  Merry  X-Mas  to:  Alayne,  Chez,  Ed, 
Margaret,  and  Erie.  LOVE  Katie! 
•2LunchFriendsAncfy’  S  ibs’  ’espConcertChoir. 
LotsOfLuv,  Mia 

•  Let  us  all  drink  a  toast  to  Mr.  Scrooge. 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New 
Year  to  class  of  1995!!!  -BobC. 

•  Happy  Holidays!  To  allmy  friends  in 
7th  grade.  From  Kristin 

•  Merry  XMas 

JFBACC  MOM  DAD  LOVE  BEN 

•  HI!  EVERYONE!  HAVE  A  GOOD 
VACATION! 

•  HOUSE  OF  BLUE  LEAVES 
HOUSE  OF  BLUE  LEAVES  HOUSE 
OF  BLUE  LEAVES  !!!! 

•  HOLIDAY  GREETS  TO 
SPRE,  1  ftGLIDE^PUDJXANAJXDJJEE, 
WORM.P.H..B  RICKLAYERS.  AND 
EVERYONE  ELSE.-P.H.130 
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Finis 


pARanOlA 

•  Mike  Pastore,  V 

The  Bugs!  The  Bugs! 

They’re  after  me,  I  know  it! 

When  everything  seems  easy,  I 
blow  it. 

I  don’t  know  what  I  did,  but  I 
know  I  did  it. 

Maybe  they’ll  turn  me  into  a 
toad,  ribit! 

I’m  not  thinking  straight,  there’s 
nothing  wrong. 

But  inside  my  head  goes  off  a 
KABONG!! 

I’m  right!  They  are  after  me! 

What  did  I  do?  What  could  it  be? 

I’m  just  paranoid,  but  I  think  it’s 
true, 

That  just  because  you’re  para 
noid,  doesn’t  mean  they’re 
not  after  you. 


I  hear  the  child's 
laughter... 


•  Meghan  Doran,  V 

I  hear  the  child’s  laughter 
I  see  the  child  play 
he  comes  to  where  I  sit 
and  starts  to  ramble  on 
he  tells  me  what  he  wants 
from  life 

A  wife  and  a  child  or  two 
He’s  going  to  be  a  doctor 
and  make  a  lot  of  money 
He  runs  quickly  back  to  his 
toys 

and  starts  to  play  again, 
showing  me  all  the  great 
things 

he  can  make  them  do 
He  tells  me  where  babies 
come  from 

-  Cleveland,  of  course 


soon  his  friend  arrives 
how  quickly  I  am  forgotten 
this  does  not  bother  me 
though 

I  just  sit  and  watch  them 
make  up  little  skits 
and  giggle  at  each  other's 
secrets. 

These  two  young  children 
spark  up  a  memory 
too  painful  to  recall 
of  when  I  was  the  age 
no  older  that  3  or  4 
I  remember  never  knowing 
hatred  or  jealousy 
I  remember  the  innocence 
The  innocence  of  the  child 
The  true  perfection  of  the 
world 

each  child  can  create. 


A  Strange 
Emotion 


•  Marie  Don,  III 

I  am  a  strange  emotion; 

I  have  no  real  definition. 
When  I  come  it  always  seems  to 
be  a  surprise 
but  I  shouldn’t  have 
been  a  surprise. 

Expected?  Yes,  that  I  should  be. 

My  main  prey  is  the  human  race; 

•  they  are  so  easily  played. 
With  one  little  word  or  action 
many  of  me  seem  to  happen. 

Fools?  Yes,  they  are  that 
It’s  always  a  pleasure 
to  plan  my  strategy, 
the  sting  found  in  it. 

Oh  humans,  humans, 
take  control  of  me,  an  emotion. 


Oatmeal 


•  Martha  Deery,  III 

Once  i  walked  along  a  beach 
Alone  with  no  one  else 
To  hold  my  hand  to  ease 
My  pain  i  walked  along  the 
Edge  of  the  angry  blue  ocean 
Along  the  sand  until  i  disappear 
Leaving  but  a  footprint  for  you 
to  love 


•o 

c 


Unofficial  Senior  Poll . 


•  Amy  Lawless,  I 

Recently,  a  few  unofficial  polls 
were  taken  in  which  I  asked  a 
number  of  useless  questions  for 
my  own  personal  satisfaction  and 
enjoyment.  Here  are  some  of  the 
most  interesting  questions  and 
answers. 

What  is  Arm  and  Hammer 
Baking  Soda  REALLY  used 
for? 

Well,  one  time  I  used  it  as  a  paste 
that  hardens,  to  put  on  my  face 
after  I  was  stung  by  a  bee,  after  it 
flew  out  of  this  hole  in  my  house, 
after  I  threw  water  in  the  hole 
with  a  milk  bottle,  which  was 
glass,  which  we  got  from 
Boylan’s  Dairy,  which  I  had  to 
return,  and  I  was  trying  to  be  a 
hero,  but  I  got  stung  and  it  hurt. 

Arm  and  Hammer  Baking  Soda? 
Taste  it.  It’s  pretty  good. 

Everything.  It’s  in  everything. 
We  use  it  to  make  our  food  and 
such  and  then  we  use  it  to  brush 
our  teeth.  So  basically,  we  eat  it 
and  clean  ourselves  up  with  it  -  if 
that  makes  any  sense.  I  dunno.  In 
any  case,  we  must  consume  a 
whole  lot  of  baking  soda.  Yum. 

Used  to  drug  small  children  so 


they  are  easier  to  carry  away. 

What  would  you  do  if  you  woke 
up  one  morning  and  you  were  a 
fish,  and  Mrs.  Brady  was  your 
mother,  and  John  Cougar 
Mellancamp  was  your  best  friend? 

I ’d  ask  Mrs.  Brady  where  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Jan  was  and  then  make  sure  I 
stayed  away  from  her  because  she 
seemed  to  be  allergic  to  eveiything 
under  the  sun  and  they  gave  their 
dog  Tiger  away  because  of  her  aller¬ 
gies  and  they  just  may  flush  lie.  I’d 
like  to  play  in  Mrs.  Brady’*  back¬ 
yard  because  they  had  a  neato  swing 
set  and  that  funky  astro  turf  grass. 
As  for  John,  I  will  never  be  friends 
with  John.  Yes,  I  could  turn  into  a 
fish.  Yes,  Mrs.  Brady  could  be  my 
mother  but  I  could  never,  I  repeat, 
never  could  be  friends  wilt  John 
Cougar  Mellancamp. 

I  would  start  a  little  sing-a-lwg  and 
sing  every  Brady  song  krown  to 
man.  Then  (since  I’m  sun  Carol 
knows  Mrs.  Partidge)  I  w«uld  in¬ 
vite  the  entire  Partridge  fanily  over 
for  a  giant  Spam  dinner  aid  we’ll 
all  give  John  a  good  floggirg.  After 
that  I  really  wouldn’t  haveany  use 
for  Mrs.  Brady  but  I’d  ke?p  John 
around  to  get  rid  of  stress.I  would 
definitely  want  to  be  a  mckerel,. 


yes,  definitely  a  mackerel. 

I’d  get  a  respirator  and  earplugs. 
Then  I’d  buy  a  brand  spanking  new 
rifle  in  case  anyone  took  my  ear¬ 
plugs  away.  Then  I’d  take  over  sub¬ 
urbia. 

Der.  That’s  easy.  First  I  would  start 
a  swim  camp  called  "John  Cougar 
Swimming  Camp”  and  do  a  dance 
to  the  Brady  Theme  jingle. 

I’d  turn  on  a  Bruce  Springsteen 
record.  Then  I’d  invite  Mrs.  Brady 
and  John  over  for  brunch.  Then  I’d 
jump  into  my  fishbowl  and  eat  the 
little  shiny  rocks  on  the  bottom  of 
the  tank. 

What  is  your  motto?  With  few 
words,  sentences  or  paragraphs 
define  “you.” 

But  then  they  danced  down  the 
streetslike  dingledodies,  and  I 
shambled  after  as  I’ve  been  doing 
all  my  life  after  people  who  interest 
me,  because  the  only  people  for  me 
are  the  mad  ones,  the  ones  who  are 
mad  to  live,  mad  to  talk,  mad  to  be 
saved,  desirous  for  everything  at 
the  same  time,  and  the  ones  who 
never  yawn  or  say  a  commonplace 
thing,  but  burn,  bum,  across  the 
stars  and  in  the  middle  you  see  the 
blue  centerlight  pop  and  everybody 


•  • 

goes  “Aww!” 

I  Kraft  therefore  I  am. 

Shut  up,  I  hate  you  all,  where’s  my 
coffee? 

War  is  great  unless  you’re  in  one, 
then  it  kinda  sucks. 

Rise  up  then  to  battle,  and  show 
what  you  claimed  to  be  in  time 
past 

Poets  are  damned  but  they  are  not 
blind,  they  see  with  the  eyes  of  the 
angel. 

Let  it  be. 

Life  is  too  short  to  be  in  a  hole. 

In  what  food  is  God  REALLY 
hiding? 

Eggplant  Subs 
Cereal 

T.  V.  Dinners  (How  else  could  you 
make  a  gourmet  meal  in  five  min¬ 
utes?) 

Kraft  Macaroni  and  Cheese 

Bisquick 

Pez 
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Editor's  Note 


Okay.  I’m  sitting  here,  looking 
through  the  pages  of  a  1988  Argo 
and  I  am  laughing  my  head  off.  As 
editors,  we  are  always  critical  of  the 
Argo,  the  fruit  of  our  labor.  How¬ 
ever,  if  anyone  took  a  good  look  at  an 
Argo  from  even  five  years  ago, 
they’d  think  that  the  current  Argo 
was  the  epitome  of  all  printed  media. 
For  example,  let  me  ask  you  a  ques¬ 
tion.  When  you  pick  up  a  newspaper, 
do  you  prefer  reading  words  or  star¬ 
ing  at  blank  space?  I’d  guess  that 
most  of  you  are  thinking,  “Stupid 
question.”  Well,  it  seems  that  the 
staff  of  many  past  Argo  editions  (all 
well  before  the  current  staff  of  course) 
could  not  decide.  Thus,  they  left 
convenient  large  blank  spaces  inter¬ 
mingled  with  an  occasional  article 
or  two  throughout  the  paper,  hoping 
to  appeal  to  the  interests  of  all  read¬ 
ers.  Even  the  word  “ARGO”  is 
printed  like  “  a  r  g  o”. 

Another  thing  that  made  the  old 
Argo  so  comical  were  the  subjects  of 
thearticlcs.  While  today’s  Argo  deals 
with  subjects  such  as  gay  rights,  rac¬ 
ism,  and  cheating,  the  Argo  in  years 
past  focused  on  issues  such  as,  “Lead 
H2O  solution,”  an  article  denounc¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  there  was  one  water 
cooler  for  2000+  students  in  the  front 
of  the  building:  In  fact,  that  article  is 
probably  why 'the  school  decided 
that  since  the  one  cooler  could  not 
possibly  service  all  the  students,  it 
would  service  none.  Anyway,  that  is 
another  story. 

Take  a  look  at  this  issue.  It  is 


packed,  huh?  Full  pages  of  news, 
opinions,  and  important  issues  which 
affect  the  students  every  day.  Many 
past  Argos,  despite  the  elaborate 
triple  spaced  pages  with  two  inch 
margins,  barely  cracked  the  10  page 
mark!  And  in  the  specific  issue  that 
I  am  focusing  on  (which  was  12 
pages,  lest  I  sell  anyone  short),  there 
were  3  pages  focused  entirely  on 
clubs!  Are  you  kidding  me?  Clubs 
on  25%  of  the  paper?  I  don’t  think 
so.  I  mean,  clubs  are  important  and 
all,  but  not  THAT  important 

Even  the  Argo  wolf  emblem  is  a 
lot  better  now.  The  old  one  was  ( I 
counted  them)  six  lines  arranged  in 
the  shape  of  a  wolf.  The  new  one  is 
like  the  Mona  Lisa  in  comparison. 

Am  I  being  excessively  judg¬ 
mental?  Maybe.  Am  I  being  unfair? 
No  way.  As  the  equipment  available 
to  the  Argo  has  improved,  the  final 
result  has  improved.  The  editors  of 
the  1988  Argo  probably  thought  that 
the  1978  Argo  looked,  well,  bad. 
They  probably  thought  that  their  Argo 
was  the  model  school  paper.  It  is 
natural,  through  time,  to  observe  and 
learn  from  the  mistakes  of  our  prede¬ 
cessors.  In  fact,  hard  to  believe  as  it 
may  be,  in  10  years,  even  our  be¬ 
loved  Argo  may  be  looked  upon 
with  amusement  by  the  future  Argo 
editorial  staff.  They  may  even  be 
able  to  print  a  better  Argo  than  is 
being  printed  today.  It  may  happen. 
Yeah,  right! 

Co-Sports  Editor 

Jeff  Abramo,  I 


A  Message  From 
Paderborn,  Germany 


Wednesday,  22nd  March, 
16.1  Oh,  Eastern  Standard  Time, 
LoganAirport.  The  plane  has  landed, 
we  are  walking  towards  the  arrival 
hall  to  meet  our  exchange  partners. 
Our  hearts  are  beating.  What  will 
they  be  like?  Their  families?  The 
school?  Boston?  America? ... 
Questions,  questions... 

You  don’t  know  anything  about 
us  either  yet.  So  why  not  tell  you  a 
little  bit  before  we  arrive  about  us, 
our  school,  our  town.  We  are  16  girls 
and  4  boys  between  15  and  16.  We 
are  from  Germany,  from  Paderborn 
to  be  precise.  Paderborn  has  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  nearly  130,000  and  it  is 
about  1200  years  old  which  means  it 
has  an  interesting  history  and  many 
fascinating  sights. 

Ourschool,  thePelizaeus-Gym- 
nasium,  is  the  biggest  school  in 
Paderborn  with  1200  students  and 
95  teachers. 


At  the  moment  each  of  us  has  1 3 
differentsubjects  and  some  haveeven 
extra  sport  or  music  groups  in  the 
afternoon.  Thus  we  have  a  lot  of 
work  to  doeveryday.  Wecan’twait 
to  experience  and  learn  about  your 
school. 

We  are  adventurous,  want  to 
see  new  things,  make  new  friends, 
and  get  to  know  you  all. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  meet¬ 
ing  you. ..in  March!! 

Lots  of  love  from  your  German 
exchange  group  ’95: 

Anne,  Henrik,  Imke,  Juliane, 
Christiane,  Arne,  Andreas,  Frauke, 
Heinz,  Sandra,  Kerstin,  Susanne, 
Katrin,  Friederike,  Christina, 
Kathcrina,  Michaela,  Katja,  Carmen, 
Tanja 

The  German  students  are  coming 
Thur.  March  23  and  will  remain 
with  us  until  until  Apr.  11 


Les  Fran^ais  Arrivent! 

Les  Fran^ais  de  Strasbourg  arrivent  chez  nous.  Ils  seront  avec  nous  &  Boston 
Latin  School du  3  Avrilau  1 8  Avril  1995.LacuIturcfran9aiseseraalaport.6e 
de  nos  mains. 

Vous  etes  les  bienvenus! 

French  visitors  from  Strasbourg  will  be  here  at  Boston  Latin  School  from  April  3 
through  April  18,  1995.  Through  these  visitors  we  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
experience  the  French  Culture.  Students  will  follow  regular  Boston  Latin  School 
students'  program. 


Proud  to  be  O.J.  Free 

(wilh  the  exception  of  Devone's  &  Kale's  articles) 

The  Argo  is  proud  to  be  an  OJ.  Simpson  Free  publication.  Studies  have 
shown  that  excessive  O.J.  coverage  can  be  harmful  to  your  health  and  has 
actually  caused  cancer,  blindness,  and  impotence  in  laboratory  rats. 


Corrections 

Catalogue  Catastrophe  The  Serino  Syndrome 


In  the  1994  BLS  Catalogue,  there 
were  misprints  concerning  the  edi¬ 
torial  staff  of  the  Argo.  The  title 
Layout  Editor  was  mistakenly  as¬ 
signed  to  Ellen  King  instead  of  cur¬ 
rent  editor  Kale  Fruman.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  list  was  not  inclusive  of  the 
entire  editorial  board.  Please  see 
above  editorial  box  for  complete 
listing. 


We  would  like  to  apologize  to  Ja¬ 
son  Serino  for  misspelling  his  name 
in  the  past  two  issues.  It  is  not  Jay 
Sereno(as  it  appeared  in  Issue  #1) 
nor  is  it  Jason  Sereno(as  it  ap¬ 
peared  in  Issue  #2)  the  correct  spell¬ 
ing  is: 

Jason  Serino 


To  Reach  the  Argo... 

To  report  a  story,  create  artwork,  photograph, 
or  otherwise  join  the  Argo  staff: 

contact  David  Voldan  in  Hr.  137 
or  Nancy  Poon  in  Hr.  227 

To  send  a  letter  to  the  editor: 
contact  David  Voldan  in  Hr.  137 
To  have  an  event  listed  in  the  calendar: 
contact  Karin  Johnson  in  Hr.  1 30 

To  place  an  ad: 

contact  Natalia  Crosby  in  Hr.  116 
or  Nicole  DeBenedictis  in  Hr.  224 


STAFF 

Cheater's  Response 

Letters:  Anti-Register,  Politics 

Racism 

6 

Erik  Alexandrian 

Elizabeth  Greenwood 

Laura  Morrison 

Students  on  Racism 

Amelia  Aubourg 

Katrina  Grigg-Saito 

Lai  Kam  Mui 

Racism 

7 

See  Von  Chau 

Stephen  Guerriero 

Pat  Murphy 

Devone's  "Masterpiece" 

-• 

|  Jenny  Chen 

Kathy  Hilly 

Navy  Neng 

A&E 

8 

Elizabeth  Cheng 

Ca  Lay  Ip 

Mike  Pastore 

Spot:  Bletzer.,  Concert  Choir, 

Genevieve  Cohen 

Regine  Joseph 

Katie  Phalan 

As  You  Like  It,  Oscar  Picks 

Lisa  DeBenedictis 

Sean  Keady 

Nina  Smolyar 

A&E 

9 

i  Nan  Ding 

Patricia  King 

Rosaurys  Sosa 

Vinh  Do 

John  Kosmidis 

Abeo  Stanley 

Keviews 

Marie  Don 

Rossanna  Lau 

Kenneth  Suprin 

Sports 

10 

Meghan  Doran 

Kent  Lam 

Alyssa  Tang 

Spot:  Kaizer 

Maria  Dubrowski 

Vivian  Lam 

Pei  Tang 

Hockey,  B-Ball 

Emmanuella  Duplessy 

Ursula  Liff 

Andy  Tarpey 

Calender/  Sports 

11 

Chana  Ewing 

Lauren  McLauglin 

Edwina  Tom 

Spot:  Chardavoyne 

Maggie  Foley 

Saamra  Mekuria-Grillo 

Valerie  To  we 

B-Ball  tournament 

Candice  Frederick 

Kevin  Moran 

,  Nora  Wu 

Finis  . 

12 

INSIDE 

News 

Fake  ID's,  Editorials 
News 

Senior  Stress,  MLK  B-Day  brunch 

Forum 


3 

4 

5 


r 


BLS  Argo,  February  -March  1995 


NEWS 


Foiled:  Fake  ID  Ring 


A  fake  I.D.  production  and  dis¬ 
tribution  ring  was  discovered  among 
members  of  the  senior  class  in  Janu¬ 
ary. 

The  I.D.s  were  modeled  on 
Mass,  driver's  licenses.  The  produc¬ 
tion  involved  the  theft  of  plastic  em¬ 
blazoned  with  state  seal  holograms 
from  registry  offices,  which  is  a 
felony  offense.  The  perpetrators  then 
used  xerox  machines,  existing  li¬ 
censes,  and  laminating  machines  to 
create  the  fake  I.D.s. 

Prices  ranged  from  fifty  to  one 


hundred  dollars  per  I.D. 

I.D.s  could  be  used  to  gain  ad¬ 
mission  into  clubs  or  to  purchase 
alcoholic  beverages  (or  to  vote). 

Mr.  Flynn  said  that  "It's  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  drinking  is  so  important 
to  teenagers  that  they  would  engage 
in  this  kind  of  illegal  activity." 

The  Argo  has  learned  that  dis¬ 
tributors  and  producers  of  the  I.D.s 
have  received  suspension.  Students 
who  only  possessed  I.D.s  were  sim¬ 
ply  required  to  tum  them  in  without 
prosecution. 


We  Sheep 
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BUSTED  ! 

Emblazened 
with  an  official 
2  state  hologram, 

I  fake  ID's  looked 
almost  identical  to 
the  real  thing! 


m  Commonw Jlth  of  riXiMucbu»«tt» 

DRIVER’S  L1CEN8E 

Vour  SSN  here. 

■•'.HMMUia  w* 

Any  D.O.B.  m 

MftVM  ■«/*• I * 

D  7-0 

VOUR  (any) 
RDRRESS  HERE 


Tour^ignatureHere 


Our  sample  victim  s  face  is  hidden 
to  protect  his  innocence. 


Detention  Blues 


•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

I  do  not  wish  to  sound  disre¬ 
spectful,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
everything  the  administration  of 
BLS  does  to  discipline  the  students 
is  appropriate. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  detention, 
especially  tardy  detention,  should 
be  abolished.  It  acomplishes  noth¬ 
ing,  except  to  irritate  both  the  fac¬ 
ulty  and  the  students.  If  at  some 
point  it  was  a  scary  puninshment,  it 
is  no  longer.  If  it  is  supposed  to 
reform  and  better  those  subjected 


to  it,  it  definitely  falls  far  behind 
that  goal.  Those  who  are  usually 
late  do  not  seem  influenced  by  the 
constant  threat  of  detention,  while 
others,  who  are  only  seldom  late, 
need  not  spend  their  precious  hours 
of  daylight  in  104. 

Disciplinary  detention  suffers 
from  similar  problems.  Repeat  of¬ 
fenders  do  not  seem  to  have  im¬ 
proved  their  behavior  after  having 
been  sent  to  detention  repeatedly, 
while  others,  who  are  just  sent  there 
by  irrated  teachers  for  no  good  rea¬ 
sons,  must  suffer. 


•  Stephen  Guerrlero,  III 

There  is  no  doubt  that  America 
is  viewed  as  the  most  powerful  and 
wealthy  nation  in  the  world  at  this 
time.  Yet,  as  with  any  nation,  we 
have  some  faults. 

One  of  those  faults  is  our  educa¬ 
tional  system.  A  person’s  identity, 
that  is,  a  person’s  morals,  interests, 
intelligence,  social  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ties  are  developed  based  upon  that 
person’s  upbringing  in  the  first  15  to 
20  years  of  his  life.  During  these  15 
to  20  years  the  person  is  under  the 
complete  control/domination  of  his 
parents  and  of  the  school  system. 

The  question  is  whether  or  not 
the  American  school  system  is  using 
this  responsibility 
of  preparing 
people  for  life  as  a 
citizen  of  America 
and  the  world? 

Obviously  schools 
are  more  focused 
on  equipping 
people  with  aca¬ 
demic  informa¬ 
tion,  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  neccessary 
to  get  a  job,  but 
this  does  not  even 
touch  upon  educat¬ 
ing  people  for  re-  ’  —— 

alistic  situations  like  doing  taxes, 
handling  confrontations  with  other 
people,  investing  money,  or  actively 
participating  in  government. 

Usually  at  the  high  school  level, 
students  have  some  idea  what  ca¬ 
reer,  field  of  profession,  or  even  an 
area  of  work  they  want  to  pursue.  So 
why ,  if  I  want  to  be  a  History  teacher, 
do  I  have  to  take  Geometry,  Calcu¬ 
lus,  Chemistry,  or  even  Phys  Ed 


The  grading  policy  is 
unfair ,  ineffective , 
and  has  created  an 
atmosphere  in  which 
students  are  more 
worried  about  their 
number  grades  then 
what  they  are  actu¬ 
ally  learning. 


(what  a  useless  course!)? 

If  schools  allowed  students  to 
choose  specific  classes  they  wanted 
to  take,  education  would  achieve  a 
higher  level  of  excellence  and  better 
serve  its  students.  If  a  class  were 
made  up  of  students  who  wanted  to 
learn  the  course,  it  would  greatly 
enhance  the  quality  and  degree  of 
learning  since  the  students  would  be 
more  willing  to  learn  about  the  sub¬ 
ject  than  a  class  filled  with  students 
who  were  forced  to  take  a  subject 
that  they  knew  they  would  never  use, 
except  to  get  a  diploma. 

In  addition,  are  teachers  doing 
their  jobs,  teaching  effectively,  and 
making  the  subject  appealing  to  stu¬ 
dents,  or  are  the  teachers  using  the 
same  boring 
methods  of  teach¬ 
ing  they  used  in 
1969?  Learning  is 
not  the  mere 
memorization  of 
facts  from  a  45 
year  old  textbook 
and  then  recalling 
them  on  a  test. 

The 
grading  policy  is 
unfair,  ineffec¬ 
tive,  and  has  cre- 
ated  an  atmo¬ 
sphere  in  which 
students  are  more  worried  about  their 
number  grades  then  what  they  are 
actually  learning.  In  fact,  the  idea  of 
measuring  someone’s  learning  is  just 
plain  stupid. 

Well,  until  the  system  wakes  up 
and  finds  out  what  really  works,  we’  11 
just  have  to  go  along  and  let  them 
herd  us  around  like  sheep  and  learn 
things  we’ll  never  use. 


Religion  in  BLS  ??? 


Nancy  Poon,  III 


As  the  years  have  gone  by,  the 
studentbody  of  Boston  Latin  School 
has  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of 
numerous  clubs.  Our  traditional 
school  in  the  traditional  environ¬ 
ment  has  been  the  home  of  quite  a 
few  untraditional  organizations  in 
the  past  Though  the  Surf  Club 
never  made  it  to  its  second  year  of 
existence,  students  have  often  ques¬ 
tioned  the  purpose  of  having  cer¬ 
tain  organizations.  At  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  1994-1995  school 
year,  the  coming  of  the  Bible  Club 
resurfaced  many  of  these  concerns. 

While  the  Bible  Club  is  now  an 
official  partof  Boston  Latin  School, 
the  appropriateness  of  such  an  or¬ 
ganization  in  a  public  school  has 
been  questioned  by  many  in  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community. 
As  the  oldest  school  in  the  nation, 
we  are  aware  that  it  originated  in 
1635  as  an  all  male  private  school 
for  biblical  study.  However,  as  a 
leading  public  institute  in  the  coun¬ 
try  today,  Boston  Latin  School  does 
not  educate  in  religious  subjects. 
Thus,  is  the  initiation  of  a  religious 
organization  within  the  school  a 
violation  of  what  our  school  stands 
for  today? 


The  establishment  clause,  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Con¬ 
stitution,  in  relation  to  religion  re¬ 
quires  that,  among  other  things,  nei¬ 
ther  a  state  nor  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  can  set  up  a  church;  neither  can 
pass  laws  which  aid  one  religion 
over  another;  neither  can  force  nor 
infl  uence  a  person  to  go  to  or  remain 
away  from  church  against  his  will  or 
force . 1  im  to  profess  a  belief  or  disbe¬ 
lief  h  any  religion;  neither  can, 
openly  or  secretly,  participate  in  the 
affairs  or  activities  of  religious 
groups.  This  clause  clearly  shows 
that  a  public  school  cannot  force  or 
influence  a  student  to  or  away  from 
religion.  The  Bible  Club  founder 
and  president,  of  Class  V,  responded 
to  this  statement  by  pointing  out  that 
the  Bible  Club  is  an  afterschool  ex¬ 
tracurricular  activity  and  that  no  stu¬ 
dent  is  forced  to  attend  for  all  mem¬ 
bers  are  present  on  their  own  free 
will. 

True ,  as  that  is,  that  no  student  i s 
being  forced,  however,  how  does 
one  define  being  influenced? 
Webster’s  Dictionary  defines  “to  in¬ 
fluence”  as  “  to  affect,  as  the  conduct 
or  condition  of  persons,  places,  or 
things.”  In  this  sense,  does  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  religious  club,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  condition  of  a  school, 


qualify  as  an  influence?  The  very 
fact  that  it  is  a  religious  gathering 
on  public  school  property  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  questionable  appropriateness. 
It  cannot  be  honesdy  said  that  it  is 
uninfluential  for  any  student  who  is 
afterschool  at  a  club  meeting,  ath¬ 
letic  practice,  or  taking  a  make  up 
exam  to  have  to  overhear  a  group  in 
adjacent  vicinity  who  are  discuss¬ 
ing  Jesus,  God,  and  evolution  as  a 
theory. 

As  a  child  growing  up  in  a 
family  environment  of  multi-reli¬ 
gions,  I  have  always  cherished  my 
public  school  education  as  a  part  of 
my  life  where  I  am  free  of  all  of  any 
religious  pressure.  This  freedom 
that  I  once  reli  shed  upon  is  no  longer 
the  same  now  that  I  enter  the  school 
and  hear  bulletin  announcements 
for  Bible  Club  meetings. 

Boston  Latin  School  is  no 
longer  a  school  for  biblical  study. 
Outside  the  public  school  today 
there  are  more  than  adequate  num¬ 
bers  of  organizations  that  serve  a 
wide  range  of  diverse  interests,  and 
a  Bible  Club  is  as  appropriate  as  a 
Surf  Club  is  necessary. 
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Taking  the 
Heat 

•  Reglne  Joseph,  III 

“If  you  can’t  take  the  heat,  get 
out  of  the  kitchen.”  Unfortunately, 
at  Boston  Latin  School,  some  stu¬ 
dents  feel  that  the  everyday  task  of 
dealing  with  teachers,  keeping  up 
with  homework  and  simply  being  a 
good  student  are  too  “hot”  to  handle. 

A  majority  of  these  students  feel 
that  the  “school  is  too  hard”  the 
teachers  are  “too  demanding”  and 
that  it  all  makes  them  “sick.”  Some 
students  decide  to  take  the  easiest 
way  out:  transfer.  Transferring  out 
of  Boston  Latin  School  is  fairly 
simple,  especially  if  a  student  has 
gone  to  summer  school  a  number  of 
times.  After  a  series  of  procedures 
involving  the  school  administrators, 
the  guidance  counselor  and  the  par¬ 
ent  of  the  student,  an  orange  card  is 
given  to  the  student  allowing  the 
student  to  leave. 

For  the  past  few  months,  I  have 
watched  a  parade  of  these  orange 
cards  among  my  friends  and  fellow 
classmates.  Inquiring  about  it,  I  was 
told  that  a  number  of  students  visit 
their  guidance  counselors  with 
thoughts  of  transferring.  When  this 
number  adds  up,  it  increases  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  who  enter  the  school,  and  the 
number  of  those  who  actually  gradu¬ 
ate.  ‘Transferring  out  of  the  school 
is  not  the  solution,  it’s  more  like 
quitting.”  commented  a  master. 
According  to  this  master,  a  number 
of  students  either  get  discouraged  or 
lazy  when  they  feel  that  the  school  is 
too  hard.  Boston  Latin  School  is  very 
competitive  but  the  prizes  are  all 
worth  it.  Therefore,  when  you  are  on 
shaky  grounds  with  your  classes,  get 
a  tutor,  talk  to  your  teachers  about  it, 
do  something,  but  don’t  throw  all 
your  hard  work  away  by  transferring 
from  the  school. 
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News 


Senior  Stress 


•Valerie  Pasternak,  I 

Coming  back  for  my  fourth  and 
final  year  at  Boston  Latin  as  a  senior, 
I  finally  found  out  the  meaning  of 
true  stress.  I  learned  that  taking  six 
tough  classes,  working,  participat¬ 
ing  in  extracurricular  activities,  and 
preparing  college  applications 
doesn’t  leave  much  time  for  social¬ 
izing  even  with  your  immediate  fam- 
ily,  not  even  to 
mention  the  seven 
hours  of  sleep  that 
most  people  re¬ 
quire. 

Thus  my 
mood  gradually 
became  a  bit  less 
than  cheerful.  For¬ 
tunately,  I  was 
lucky  enough  to 
avoid  true  depression,  simply  be¬ 
cause  my  classmates  seemed  to  have 
the  same  complaints  as  I  did.  “So,”  I 
thought,  “must  be  the  fact  that  its 
senior  year;  its  toughness  can  make 
anyone  gloomy.” 

Not  so.  Turns  out  that  the  se¬ 
niors  are  not  the  only  ones  prone  to 
depression.  Nor  are  the  newcomers, 
sixies,  and  B-sies.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  this  years  many  stu¬ 
dents,  much  more  than  usual,  have 
been  feeling  down  and  depressed. 
Six  people  confessed  to  having  sui¬ 
cidal  thoughts.  Some  students  admit 
that  they  have  trouble  coping  with 
problems  they  have  to  face.  Many 
complain  of  being  constantly  tired 
and  sad...  And  who  knows  how  many 
people  in  this  school  keep  quiet  about 
their  problems? 

The  faculty  of  the  school  is  wel  1- 
aware  of  the  acute  situation  at  BLS. 
Everyone  is  concerned.  The  head 


master  himself  is  actively  involved. 
Since  the  alarmed  nurses  brought  to 
his  attention  the  large  numbers  of 
troubled  kids,  he  has  called  on  people 
who  were  willing  to  talk  to  students 
about  the  topic  of  depression.  Each 
homeroom  was  supposed  to  have  at 
least  one  speaker.  The  speakers,  the 
headmaster,  and  the  school  nurses 
are  all  urging  people  to  talk  about  the 
things  that 
bother  them. 
It’s  easier  to 
share  a  burden 
with  someone 
who  is  willing 
to  listen  and 
who  might 
help. 

There 
will  be  a  pro¬ 
gram  set  up  soon,  called  the  ‘Teach¬ 
ers  Awareness”  which  will  help  the 
teachers  learn  more  about  the  signs 
of  depression.  Meanwhile,  its  good 
for  the  students  to  leant  more  about 
the  subject,  too.  The  common  emo¬ 
tional  symptoms  could  be:  changes 
of  mood,  loss  of  interest,  painful 
thoughts,  difficulty  in  concentrat¬ 
ing,  anxiety,  and  irritability.  Almost 
anything  can  be  a  cause  for  depres¬ 
sion  -  it  ranges  from  death  of  a  loved 
one  to  a  change  of  residence.  It  does 
not  matter  whether  the  cause  of  de¬ 
pression  involves  school  or  just  one’s 
personal,  family  life;  the  result  should 
be  one  -  trying  to  overcome  the  prob¬ 
lem.  The  nurses  would  be  glad  to 
help  the  students  with  their  concerns. 
On  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  9 
to  10  there  is  even  a  psychologist 
from  the  Children’s  Hospital  who  is 
going  to  work  hard  to  help  the  BLS 
students.  If  for  some  reason  the  doc¬ 


tors,  nurses,  teachers,  and  guidance 
counselors  do  not  seem  like  the  right 
people  to  talk  to,  then  perhaps  a 
friend  or  a  family  member  might 
help.  If  even  that  doesn’t  seem  like  a 
good  solution,  there  are  many  hot 
lines  that  are  designed  for  depressed 
people  of  all  ages. 

If  you  are  depressed  and  don’t 
know  where  to  turn  to,  please  con¬ 
sider  this  advice,  and  know  that  there 
are  people  who  CARE. 

TEEN  LINE  534-5700 
DEPT.  OF  MENTAL  HEALTH 
1-800-981-4357 

BRIDGE  OVER  TROUBLED 
WATER 

423-9575 


Yao  Yuan  Zhu.  II 


...  this  years  many 
students ,  much 
more  than  usual , 
have  been  feeling 
down  and  depressed. 


Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Memorial  Breakfast 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

The  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Me¬ 
morial  Breakfast  was  held  on  Mon¬ 
day,  January  16  at  the  Marriot  Hotel 
at  Copley  Place.  The  breakfast  was 
originally  created  as  a  way  of  mourn¬ 
ing  the  death  of  the  great  civil  rights 
leader.  However,  it  has  eventually 
evolved  into  a  celebration  of  his  life, 
his  accomplish- 
tnents,  and  his 
ideals.  It  is  tradi¬ 
tionally  one  of 
the  largest  MLK 
memorial  break¬ 
fasts  in  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  this 
year’s  breakfast 
was  no  different 
and  it  was  truly 


Hopefully ,  the  tradi¬ 
tion  will  never  end, 
and  in  this  small 
way,  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  will  always 
be  remembered. 


dance.  They  had  their  own  way  of 
remembering  Mr.  King,  and  they  all 
had  their  own  recollections  of  his 
life  and  his  works.  The  keynote 
speaker  was  a  senator  of  New  York. 
The  mistress  of  Ceremonies  was 
WBZ-TV  4’s  Liz  Walker. 

The  up-beat  breakfast  consisted 
of  many  heart-felt  speeches  in  honor 
of  MLK,  as  well 
as  some  musi¬ 
cal  selections, 
two  of  which 
were  performed 
by  all  of  the 
people  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Then, 
the  awards 
were  given  out 
to  high  school^ 


vited  to  it  along  with  other  selected 
members  of  the  senior  class. 

Among  the  2000+  people  at  the 
gala  event  were  many  powerful  lo¬ 
cal  politicians, notably  Sen.  Edward 
Kennedy  and  Gov.  William  Weld, 
who  exchanged  good-humored  po¬ 
litical  jabs  in  their  speeches.  Mayor 
Thomas  Menino  was  also  in  atten- 

city-wide  essay  contest. 

The  breakfast  was  a  good  expe¬ 
rience.  It  is  no  wonder  that  it  has 
persevered  as  long  as  it  has.  In  fact, 
it  has  grown.  Hopefully,  the  tradi¬ 
tion  will  never  end,  and  in  this  small 
way,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  will 
always  be  remembered. 

PIC  Calendar 

Interview 

BLS  Community 

Workshops! 

Service  Days: 

Wednesday,  April  12  & 

Saturday,  March  18  & 

Tuesday,  May  2 

Saturday,  May  1 3 

in  room  #132 

from  1  -  4:30pm 

For  more  information  contact  Mr.  Gray  in  Km.  # 133 

John  Cillo 

Accountant 
Notary  Public 

(617)  327-7837  DAVID  GORIN 

President 

DAVID’S  BOOKS,  INC. 

A  &  J  Associates 

1 876  Centre  St. 

West  Roxbury,  MA  02132-1902 

4435  Washington  Street 
PO  Box  2 1 

Roslindale,  MA  02131 

(617)  327-0666 
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•  Pre-Read  Paperbacks  • 

•  New  Children’s  Books  &  Bestsellers  • 

•  Special  Orders  •  Cards  • 
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Cheating  Response 

•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Argo,  a 
few  people  expressed  their  opinions 
on  cheating.  I  agree  with  everything 
they  wrote;  however,  I  would  like  to 
express  some  of  m  y  o  wn  ideas  on  the 
subject.  Their  opinions  on  cheating 
seem  to  be  slightly  one-sided.  Al¬ 
though  they  pointed  out  that  cheat¬ 
ing  is  not  going  to  pay  off  in  the  long 
run,  etc.,  they  forgot  a  few  things 
abot  cheating  that  I  believe  to  be 
very  important. 

First  of  all,  let  me  state  that  for 
the  purpose  of  this  article  I  will  call 
any  grade-improving  tactic  that  a 
teacher  would  disapprove  of  “cheat¬ 
ing”.  With  this  in  mind,  I  will  try  to 
explore  one  question  -  why  do  we,  as 
students,  cheat?  Perhaps  we  should 
look  at  what  subjects  students  usu¬ 
ally  cheat  in.  Latin  seems  to  be  the 
winner  in  this  category,  with  Sci¬ 
ence  following  closely  in  its  foot¬ 
steps.  Very  few  students  success¬ 
fully  cheat  in  classes  where  there  are 
many  discussions  and  the  grade  is 
based  not  on  tests  only.  It  is  also 
worth  noting  that  those  teachers  who 
give  tests  for  punishment  rather  than 
to  test  the  knowledge  students  have 
acquired  in  their  class  usually  have 
more  cheating  than  those  who  do  the 
opposite. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  there  m  ight 
be  a  reason  for  this  uneven  distribu¬ 
tion  of  cheating.  It  is  very  simple 
indeed:  students  only  learn  well  if 
they  understand  not  only  what  they 
are  doing  in  class,  but  why  they  are 
doing  it.  Latin  has  no  uses  a  regular 
student  can  think  of  off-hand.  Thus, 
if  there’s  not  enough  time  for  a  sub¬ 
ject,  the  subject  left  out  will  be  Latin. 


'fyocc  toate  t&e 
cU^enettce  at 


1920  A  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA 
566-6468 

•  EAT  IN  •  TAKE  OUT  • 
•  DELIVERY  • 


It  really  is  very  unreasonable  to  ex¬ 
pect  2,000  people  to  memorize 
deponent  verbs  and  types  of  sub¬ 
junctives  just  because  they  are  told 
to  do  so. 

Science,  although  partially  use¬ 
ful,  is  exceedingly  hard  to  memo¬ 
rize.  If  a  student  was  sure  that  know¬ 
ing  the  formula  for  photosynthesis 
would  improve  his/her  life,  she/he 
would  surely  attempt  memorize  it. 
There  is  no  point  in  learning  every¬ 
thing  that  we  are  told  to  learn,  be¬ 
cause  what  might  be  important  to 
someone  else  does  not  necesserily 
pertain  to  us.  What  teachers  seem  to 
forget  is  that  our  brain  only  allow  us 
to  memorize  a  certain  amount  of 
information  per  day.  To  avoid  over¬ 
straining  it,  a  student  simply  must 
cheat  in  some  subjects. 

I  am  not  suggesting  that  cheat¬ 
ing  should  be  made  acceptable.  I 
only  think  that  if  the  curriculum 
were  modified,  students  would  not 
feel  as  forced  to  cheat  as  they  do 
now.  It  is  no  use  toblame  teachers  or 
administration  for  the  problems  the 
students  must  face.  It  would  be  very 
encouraging  to  know,  however,  that 
teachers  are  there  to  help  us  learn, 
not  to  make  us  fail.  In  the  heap  of 
tests  and  papers,  it  is  easy  to  lose 
sight  of  what  is  really  important.  As 
Beth  Greenwood  says,  school  is 
“theoretically”  the  place  where  one 
should  learn.  Thus,  it  would  only  be 
fair  if  we  were  taught  the  things  that 
we  are  being  tested  on.  Spending 
less  time  on  tests  and  more  on  dis¬ 
cussions  and  lecturing  could  prove 
to  be  the  magical  antedote  for  cheat¬ 
ing. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


"The  Elephants  Go 
Marchin'  into  Pre-School 


I  would  like  to  comment  on  an 
article  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Argo 
entitled  “The  Elephants  Go 
Marchin’  In,”  written  by  Paul  Chan¬ 
dler.  In  this  editorial  he  uses  many 
vulgar  and  degrading  terms  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  Democratic  party,  and 
Ted  Kennedy  in  particular. 

I  can  understand  how  an  edu¬ 
cated  person  might  criticize  candi¬ 
dates  using  their  opinions  and  legis¬ 
lative  record  and  wrong  doings 
against  them,  but  for  Paul  Chandler 
to  use  the  physical  appearance  of  a 
person  against  him  as  an  argument 
in  telling  how  he  is  as  a  politician 
reminds  me  of  name-calling  I  might 
see  from  a  preschooler. 

If  you  feel  so  deeply  that  the 
quality  if  work  revolves  around  good 
looks,  I  suggest  you  write  Cindy 
Crawford’s  name  on  the  next  presi¬ 
dential  ballot  in  1996.  Obviously 


most  Americans  in  our  nation’s  his¬ 
tory  did  not  share  your  views  on  the 
importance  of  a  appearance  i  n  pol  i- 
tics.  If  you  browse  through  pic¬ 
tures  of  41  presidents,  I  am  sure 
you  would  be  horrified  to  see  many 
strange  looking  men  such  as  John 
Adams,  William  H.  Harrison,  John 
Tyler,  Millard  Filmore,  and  the  list 
continues!  In  fact  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  was  known  for  his  large  wart, 
and  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  for  be¬ 
ing  handicapped! 

Next  time  when  trying  to  ar¬ 
gue  a  point,  try  using  facts  and 
logic,  and  not  the  size  of  his  nose.  If 
the  views  represented  in  this  article 
are  the  type  of  political  viewspopu- 
lar  among  the  Republican  party, 
then  our  country  is  going  to  be  in 
deep  trouble  for  the  next  few  years. 

Jonah  Goldstein,  V 


Register: 
Less  than  Perfect 


Recently  I  read  the  latest  issue 
of  the  BLS  Register,  and  I  was  both 
pleased  and  appalled.  My  belief 
that  the  Register  is  an  elitist  publi¬ 
cation  was  once  again  confirmed. 
Most  of  the  articles  were  very  well- 
written.  I  do  not  have  a  problem 
with  the  articles  that  aren’t  well- 
written,  but  I  have  a  problem  with 
the  well- written  articles  that  are  a 
complete  insult  to  my  intelligence. 
In  all  my  years  at  BLS  I  have  not  yet 
read  a  Register  that  I  have  liked,  or 
for  that  matter  understood.  For  in¬ 
stance,  last  year  there  was  one  ar¬ 
ticle  in  particular  that  puzzled  me. 
The  name  of  thatarticle  was“Lipton 
Tea  in  a  Dixie  Cup.”  What  does  that 
have  to  do  with  anything??  I  re¬ 
member  reading  this  article  and 
thinking  about  what  in  the  world 
this  could  possibly  mean.  I  still 
have  not  figured  it  ouL 


It  is  my  opinion  that  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  articles  in  the  Register 
directly  reflect  a  particular  part  of 
our  society  that  believes  that  if  they 
can  find  a  symbolic  meaning  to 
anything  in  the  world,  it  makes  them 
better  than  the  rest  of  us.  It  is 
extremely  obvious  that  these  people 
lack  the  common  sense  to  grasp  the 
meaning  of  these  things  at  face 
value.  If  something  walks  like  a 
duck,  smells  like  a  duck,  and  looks 
like  a  duck,  it  is  not  a  dove  just 
because  it  looks  peaceful  and  nice, 
it  is  still  just  a  duck  that  people  hunt 
and  kill!  If  the  people  involved 
would  get  a  grip  and  start  talking 
about  what  really  goes  on,  I  think 
that  this  school  would  benefit 
greatly. 

Signed, 

Anonymous 


Cpmmwkfc 


Est.  1910 


Individual  and  class  instruction; 
voice  and  all  instruments.  Theory 
and  ensembles.  Music  therapy  for 

special  needs. 

482-7494 

Between  Berkeley  &  Clarendon 
Streets  in  Boston’s  South  End 

34  Warren  Avenue,  Boston 


Do  you  think  that 
interracial 
relationships  are 
possible  in  the 
BLS  community? 


Nabulungl 
Mac-Williams,  I 

Ideally,  BLS  students  would 
be  able  to  accept  an  interracial 
relationship  because  the  student 
body  is  diverse.  But  in  reality,  I 
don ’t  think  that  individuals  would 
feel  comfortable  because  this  ra¬ 
cial  makeup  is  more  outer.  - 
People  still  hold  prejudices. 


Jem  Gong,  II 


I  feel  that  interracial  relation¬ 
ships  are  confortable  in  the  BLS 
environment.  Relationships  are 
like  shirts,  if  you  find  one  that's 
confortable  you  wouldn't  care 
what  color  it  is. 


Erinlynne  Burns, 


Yes,  I  think  interracial  relation¬ 
ships  are  possible  at  BLS.  True 
love  has  no  boundaries.  You  can 
take  a  relationship  as  far  as  you 
want,  you  shouldn’t  feel 
ashamed  or  look  down  on  people 
for  expressing  their  love. 


I  think  that  interracial  relation¬ 
ships  could  be  possible.  It  some¬ 
times  however  could  bring  upon 
certain  slurs  and  problems. 


Katy  Pierce,  V 


Yes,  I  think  they  are  possible 
because  I  have  seen  it  happen. 
Nobody  I  know  made  fun  of 
these  people.  I  hope  that  nobody 
ever  makes  fun  of  this. 


Ilam  Chalmus,  VI 


Some  people  like  me  wouldn’t 
care  about  it.  Others  act  like 
you’re  breaking  the  law. 


6 


BLS  Argo,  February-March  1995 


Racism 


Dream  Deferred  Culture  Lock 


•  Ana  DePina,  I 

The  class  of  1 995  held  its  elec¬ 
tions  this  past  fall.  There  were  many 
candidates  for  limited  offices.  I 
decided  to  run  for  an  office.  I 
learned  something  that  to  me  was 
quite  alarming.  I  realized  how  our 
class  is  self-segregated.  We  do  not 
yet  see  ourselves  as  individuals 
but  as  Black,  White,  Hispanic, 
Asian,  and  other.  I  believe  that 
self-segregation  is  a  result  of  rac¬ 
ism  that  exists  in  school.  Students 
tend  to  associate  with  others  of  the 
same  racial  background.  I  believe 
that  this  has  something  to  do  with 
the  city  of  Boston,  which  in  some 
ways  is  segregated.  People  of  cer¬ 
tain  racial  backgrounds  tend  to  live 
in  certain  areas.  Take  for  example 
South  Boston,  Dorchester,  West 
Roxbury,  Mattapan,  Hyde  Park, 
and  Roxbury.  We 
tend  to  associate 
these  places  with 
certain  races.  The 
Junior  Prom  held 
last  spring  is  a  per¬ 
fect  example  of 
self-segregation. 

There  was  no  table 
that  I  can  think  of 
that  had  a  mixed 
group  of  students. 

I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.’s  Dream  was  just  for  us  to  use 
the  same  facilities  but  for  us  to  see 
ourselves  as  human  beings  and  not 
racial  beings  because  we  all  be¬ 
long  to  the  same  race,  The  Human 


Race.  The  school  is  diverse  in  many 
ways  but  for  the  most  part  in  numbers 
only.  One  of  the  great  beliefs  of  Dr. 
King  is  that  we  should  not  judge  others 
on  the  basis  of  their  skin  color.  When 
the  votes  were  counted  on  the  day  of 
the  preliminary  elections  I  heard  and 
saw  many  distraught  students.  One 
person  blurted  out,  “We  can’t  have  a 
Black  President.”  People  who  couldn  ’  t 
care  less  for  the  other  candidate  be¬ 
came  his  best  friend  over  night.  They 
even  attended  the  assembly  with  his 
posters  attached  to  their  shirts.  I  over¬ 
heard  someone  speak  of  someone 
who  threatened  the  students  if  they 
were  to  vote  for  a  Black  President. 
Thi  s  irks  me  because  these  same  people 
could  seea  Black  man  as  a  drug  dealer, 
basketball  star,  or  welfare  recipient, 
but  not  as  a  leader. 

My  conclusion  about  self-segre¬ 
gation  is  that  we  have  not  yet  learned 
the  truth  but  go 
by  stereotype.  If 
we  have  not 
learned  at  BLS, 
then  we  will 
never  learn  be¬ 
cause  the  re¬ 
sources  are 
here.  I  can’t 
make any of you 
decide  not  to 
segregate  your¬ 
self  but  I  have 
made  you  aware  of  the  problem.  My 
reason  for  doing  so  is  to  better  the 
Latin  School  Community.  We  were 
forced  to  stop  institutional  segrega¬ 
tion  but  only  our  own  will  can  pull 
down  the  walls  of  self-segregation. 


•  Rasheena  Howard,  IV 

Yes,  racism  is  definitely  present 
at  Boston  Latin  School.  There  are 
many  issues  I  would  like  to  address, 
but  I  would  go  on  forever,  so  I  chose 
to  write  about  the  fact  that  there  is 
not  a  variety  of  cultural  histories  in 
the  curriculum.  One  of  the  major 
reasons  for  racism  is  IGNORANCE. 
When  people  don’t  know  about  a 
certain  race  they 
begin  to  fear  the 
people  of  that  race 
and  then  stereotypes 
begin  to  sink  in. 

I  would  say  that 
we  are  going  to  get 
a  pretty  good 
amount  of 

Shakespeare  and 
American  History 
before  we  leave 
Latin  School.  I  have 
had  about  a  lifetime’s  worth  already. 
Depending  on  the  teacher  in  Ancient 
History,  students  usually  receive  the 
knowledge  of  where  civilization  be¬ 
gan,  the  first  man  and  so  on.  Then 
we  go  on  to  Civics  and,  so  far,  there 
has  been  an  astonishing  record  of 
three  paragraphs  about  black  history 
(and  we  are  in  the  middle  of  Chapter 
7).  This  is  in  no  way  my  Civics 
teacher’s  fault,  for  the  curriculum 
must  be  followed,  and  the  books 
disributed  must  be  used.  All  that  was 
mentioned  were  the  13th  and  14th 
amendments  and  three  sentences  on 


slavery.  As  far  as  upper  levels  go, 
I’m  not  sure.  An  upper  -classman 
has  told  me,  “In  order  to  gain  knowl- 
edgeof  African- Americans,  you  have 
to  go  for  it  on  your  own,  because  you 
won’t  find  it  at  Latin  School.” 

The  reason  I  used  Black  history 
in  the  example  above  is  because  I  am 
African-American  myself.  I  know 
little  of  the  history  of  other  the  people 
such  as  Hispanics  or  Asians.  This  is 
a  school,  a  place 
for  learning  many 
different  things. 
Although  this  is 
America,  it  is  an 
America  made  up 
of  different  people. 
This  brings  me  to 
the  topic  of  the 
various  cultural 
clubs  that  have 
been  put  together 
at  Latin  School. 
We  often  fail  to  understand  the  Asian 
club  is  not  just  for  Asians,  the  Afri¬ 
can  Kultural  Society  is  not  just  for 
African-Americans.  One  of  the 
major  purposes  for  the  clubs  is  to 
explore  other  cultures  freely.  I  admit 
I  have  not  been  to  any  culture  club 
outside  of  my  race,  but  I  will  make  it 
a  promise  to  myself  to  do  so  very 
soon. 

We  are  all  different  and  it’s 
wonderful.  Let’s  get  to  know  one 
another  and  try  to  learn  from  one 
another.  PEACE  IN  95! 


We  do  not  yet  see 
ourselves  as  indi¬ 
viduals  but  as  Black , 
White ,  Hispanic , 
Asian ,  and  other. 


When  people 
don 't  know  about 
a  certain  race  they 
begin  to  fear  the 
people  of  that 
race.. 


Affirmative  Action 


•  Matthew  Christensen,  III 

When  you  first  think  of 
Affirmative  Action  you  think  it’s  a 
great  idea;  you  think  it’s  giving 
everyone  a  chance.  But  it’s  not. 
The  idea  is  a  good  one,  but  some¬ 
where  it  got  screwed  up.  The  whole 
point  of  affirmative  action  was  to 
give  someone  a  fair  shake  at  a  job, 
regardless  of  the  color  of  one’s 
skin, but  with  Affirmative  action, 


you’re  not  picked  based  on  your  cre¬ 
dentials;  selection  relies  on  what  race 
you  are.  Doesn’t  that  send  a 
mixed  message?  That  “ev¬ 
eryone  is  equal ,”  except  m  i- 
norities  who  must  be  hired 
and  the  rest  that  aren’t?  Is 
this  the  equality  that  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  Jr.  fought  m 
his  whole  life  for?  No,  it 
isn’t.  Would  you  feel  good  about  your¬ 
self  if  you  knew  the  only  reason  you 


got  hired  was  because  of  the  color  of 
your  skin?  The  idea  is  right,  but  there 


The  society  we  live  in ,  of 
course ,  is  the  major 
problem. 


has  to  be  a  better  way.  The  system 
could  require  a  preliminary  evalua¬ 


tion  on  a  person’s  resume  without 
revealing  name,  sex,  or  race,  and 
rate  the  person  on  that.  They  could 
then  have  an  interview  and  if  the 
person  was  rated  high  and  not  hired, 
then  one  could  say  it  was  racism. 
Although  this  might  seem  implau¬ 
sible  to  some  people,  anything  is 
better  than  the  system  we  have  now. 


"Stick  to 
Vour  Own 
Kind?" 

•  Kate  Fruman,  III 

In  a  time  when  theO.J.  Simpson 
case  rocks  the  nation,  it  is  more  than 
appropriate  to  think  of  our  own  views 
on  one  very  important  aspect  of  the 
case-the  interracial  relationship.  We 
have  al  1  heard  our  fair  share  of  statis¬ 
tics  that  prove  that  interracial  rela¬ 
tionships  are  hard  on  both  partners. 
From  our  own  experience  we  know 
that  very  few  people  dare  enter  such 
a  relationship.  The  question  I  would 
like  to  explore  is  what  alienates  us 
from  other  races. 

The  society  we  live  in,  of  course, 
is  the  major  problem.  It  basically 
defines  the  standards  for  all  our  be¬ 
havior,  even  whom  we  date.  Whether 
we  are  ready  to  accept  this  fact  or 
not,  we  as  individuals  cannot  help 
following  the  rules  that  society  im¬ 
poses  on  us.  We  are  all  use  to  seeing 
people  of  the  same  race  getting  mar¬ 
ried  or  going  out.  As  West  Side  Story 
suggests,  it  is  easier  to  “stick  to  your 
own  kind”.  It  is  very  hard  for  us  to 
realize  that  we  could  consider  a  per¬ 
son  of  another  race  as  anything  more 
than  a  friend.  No  one  feels  com¬ 
pletely  comfortable  with  a  person 
from  a  different  culture.  Yet,  it  is 
ironic  that  in  the  era  when  scientists 
are  waiting  for  radiosignals  from 
aliens,  we  should  still  feel  aloof  from 
other  cultures  of  humans,  our  spe¬ 
cies. 

I  am  not  suggesting  to  blend 
everyone  together  and  kill  any  at¬ 
tempt  at  saving  different  cultures. 
All  we  really  need  to  think  about  is 
that  by  following  the  advice  of  the 
musical  we  are  running  from  the 
chance  to  learn  something  and  be  a 
part  of  another  person’s  life.  I’m  not 
preaching  colorblindness  either.  I’ve 
seen  it  not  work.  Trying  a  little 
respect  and  openm  indedness,  though, 
would  never  hurt. 


(61 7)  522- 1 970  (61 V  522-1971 
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Racism 

Race:  The  Final  Frontier  Part  (1  of  2) 

A  Commentary  by  Devone  R.  Tucker,  I 


1994  was  the  worst  year  of  my  life. 

To  those  who  know  me,  the  pre¬ 
vious  statement  may  come  as  some¬ 
thing  of  a  surprise.  Academically,  I 
was  rather  successful,  and  socially,  I 
made  several  new  friends.  I  became  a 
member  of  the  National  Honor  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  I  gained  employment  as  part 
of  a  national  publish¬ 
ing  company.  How¬ 
ever,  my  accompl  i  sh  - 
ments  failed  to  over¬ 
shadow  my  percep¬ 
tion  of  1994  as  being 
the  worst  year  ever  in 
this  country ’s  history 
in  terms  of  race  rela¬ 
tions. 

In  1994, 

America  witnessed 
the  outright  hatred  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Widowee, 

Alabama,  hi  gh  school 
principal  Hulond 
Humphries,  who  attempted  to  bar  in¬ 
terracial  couples  from  attending  a 
prom  held  at  the  school  (and  who 
allegedly  referred  to  Rowena  Bowen, 
a  student  who  was  a  child  of  an  inter¬ 
racial  couple,  as  a  “mistake”),  and 
Nation  of  Islam  leader  Louis 
Farrakhan,  who  brazenly  barred 
people  of  Non-African  or  Non-His- 
panic  descent  from  public  facilities 
nationwide  where  his  meetings  were 
being  held.  America  witnessed  the 
deception  of  Susan  V.  Smith,  who 
implicated  an  imaginary  carjacker  of 
African  descent  in  the  abduction  of 
her  two  children,  whom  she  later  con¬ 
fessed  to  murdering.  America  wit¬ 
nessed  the  downfall  of  retired  foot¬ 
ball  great  Orenthal  James  Simpson, 
whose  illusion  of  heroism  collapsed 
on  the  same  sidewalk  where  his  ex- 
wife  Nicole  Brown  lay  dead. 

But  above  all,  America  witnessed 
the  rise  of  racism,  bigotry,  and  intol¬ 
erance  in  the  hearts  of  many  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  African 
descent,  a  des¬ 
picable  trend 
that  runs 
counter  to  ev¬ 
ery  ideal  con¬ 
ceived  in  the 
1960’s  civil 
rights  move¬ 
ment. 

Although 
Farrakhan’s 
histrionics  put 
the  idea  of 
“black  racism” 
on  the  map,  not 
until  the  O.  J. 

Simpson  case 
was  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  of  such  evil 
realized.  The 
first  instance 
occurred  when 
Time  magazine 
ran  a  darkened  photo- illustration  of 
O.  J.’s  mug  shot  on  the  cover  of  its 
June  27  issue.  Instantly,  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson,  Boston  Globe  columnist 
Derrick  Jackson,  Boston  Herald  col¬ 
umnist  Leonard  Greene,  and  USA 
Today  columnist  Barbara  Reynolds 
derided  the  cover  as  racist-although 
Time's  managing  editor  stated  that 
the  intent  of  the  photo  was  to  make  O. 
J.  appear  “somber”  and  pointed  out 
that  “one  could  argue  that  it  is  racist  to 
say  that  blacker  is  more  sinister.” 


When  I  first  saw  the  cover,  I  did 
not  sense  racism  in  action.  Why?  Be¬ 
cause  I  had  read  Time  long  enough  to 
know  that  they  use  photo-i  llustrations 
frequently  in  their  covers;  in  fact,  an 
April  magazine  cover  featured  a 
photo-illustration  of  Nelson  Mandela. 
The  nature  of  the  photo  was  artistic, 

not  racist, 
and  long¬ 
time  read¬ 
ers  of  the 
magazine 
know  of 
t  h  e 

editor’s-- 
and  by  ex- 
tension, 
t  h  e 

magazine’s- 
-sensitiv- 
ity  to  racial 
issues.  The 
hair-trig¬ 
ger  response  of  the  critics  indicated 
not  only  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  Time's 
practices,  but  also  a  propensity  for 
crying  racism  at  the  slightest  opportu¬ 
nity.  For  those  opposed  to  this  state¬ 
ment,  bear  in  mind  that  Reynolds  in¬ 
sinuated  in  a  December  ‘94  column 
that  the  firings  of  Mike  Espy  and 
Joycelyn  Elders  by  Bill  Clinton  were 
racial  in  nature,  Greene  referred  to 
Republicans  as  “conservative 
rednecks”  in  a  November  ‘94  col¬ 
umn,  and  Jackson  stated  in  an  April 
‘94  column  that  America  superseded 
South  Africa  in  terms  of  racial  strife- 
and  suggested  eight  months  later  that 
Califomiapoliticians  of  European  de¬ 
scent  had  brainwashed  voters  of  Afri¬ 
can  and  Asian  descent  into  support¬ 
ing  Proposition  187,  which  stripped 
certain  rights  from  immigrants  who 
had  arrived  in  this  country  illegally. 

The  black  hatred  momentum 
kicked  in  again,  this  time  against  the 
man  it  momentarily  purported  to  de¬ 
fend.  In  a  July 
1994  column. 
Time  maga¬ 
zine  quoted  a 
member  of  L. 
A.’s  Urban 
League  as  say¬ 
ing  that  “O.  J. 
did  not  func¬ 
tion  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  race” 
because  he 
married  a 
woman  of  non- 
African  de¬ 
scent.  In  the 
September 
1994  edition  of 
Ebony,  Black 
Think  Tank 
CEO  Nathan 
Hase  derided 
Simpson  for 
“[surrounding] 
himself  with  white  friends,  mates, 
lovers,  lawyers,  and  agents”  and  vi¬ 
ciously  “reminded”  Simpson  that  he 
was  “still  a  Black  man,  if  not  a  nigger, 
whether  you  know  it  or  not.”  In  an 
August  1994  Newsweek  article  en¬ 
titled  “The  Double  Life  of  O.J. 
Simpson”  an  unnamed  NBA  player 
of  African  descent  states  that  OJ.’s 
standard  for  women  was  “white  or 
nothing”  and  that  “O.J.  really  thought 
he  was  white.”  In  a  July  1994  Globe 
column,  Jackson  poked  sardonic  fun 


at  O  J.  for  “trashing  his  Good  Negro 
status.”  A  week  earlier  in  the  Herald, 
Greene  insinuated  that  OJ.’s  mar¬ 
riage  to  Nicole  and  his  post-divorce 
romance  with  model  Paula  Barbieri, 
were  attempts  to  escape  a  sense  of 
racial  loyalty  O  J.  suppos¬ 
edly  should  have  felt  to 
those  of  African  descent. 

Beyond  disliking  the 
obvious  hypocrisy  in  lift¬ 
ing  up  O  J.  as  a  symbol  of 
oppression  (Barbara 
Mealy,  an  American  of 
African  descent,  said  in 
USA  Today  that  “They 
enjoy  tearing  down  our 
heroes,”  forgetting  the  fact 
that  O  J.  tore  himself  down 
if  he  terminated  the  lives 
of  Nicole  Brown  and  Ro¬ 
nald  Goldman)  just  to  re¬ 
vile  him  as  a  “sellout,”  I 
wonder  if  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  people  hate  all 
Americans  of  African  de¬ 
scent  who  bear  similari¬ 
ties  to  Simpson.  Do  they 
believe  that  Quincy  Jones, 

Cuba  Gooding  Jr.,  Gre¬ 
gory  Hines,  Henry  Louis 
Gates  Jr.,  James  Earl 
Jones,  Montel  Williams, 

Alfonso  Ribiero,  Frank  Thomas,  the 
late  Jack  Johnson,  the  artist  formerly 
known  as  Prince,  A.C.  Cowlings, 
Sidney  Poitier,  Dee  Brown,  and 
Charles  Barkley  are  sellouts?  After 
all,  they  are  American  men  of  African 
descent  who  have  or  have  had  long¬ 
term  relationships  with  women  of  the 
European  diaspora.  Do  they  not  func¬ 
tion  as  members  of  their  race?  They 
do.  They  function  as  members  of  the 
human  race.  One  of  the  most  insidi¬ 
ous  tenets  of  the  “black  racism”  move¬ 
ment  is  the  idea  that  intercultural  (or 
to  use  the  more  common  term,  inter¬ 
racial)  relationships  are  evil  and  trai¬ 
torous.  In  the  Nov.  94  issue  of  Ebony, 
writer  Lynn  Norment,  in  an  ar¬ 
ticle  entitled  “Black  Men/White 
Women:  What’s  the  New  Fu¬ 
ror,”  stated  that  “in  fact,  the 
most  accomplished  (emphasis 
mine)  black  men  are  married  to 
Beautiful  Black  women”;  a 
college  professor  of  African 
descent  quoted  for  the  article 
claimed  that  “we  are  at  war  [with 
Americans  of  European 
descent]...[and]  to  sleep  with  the  en¬ 
emy  is  treason.”  In  the  January  1995 
issue,  of  Essence,  a  letter  writer  re¬ 
sponding  to  a  Nov.  94  essay  on  inter¬ 
cultural  romance  stated  that  she  felt 
“nothing  but  disgust”  for  the  essay 
writer’s  (an  American  male  of  Afri¬ 
can  descent)  condoning  of  such  rela¬ 
tionships;  another  writer  stated  that 
American  females  of  African  descent 
have  the  highest  percentage  of  men  of 
their  ancestry  marrying  members  of 
other  lineages-and  demanded  that 
these  mates  remain  “true  to  the  game.” 
Which  game,  that  of  love,  or  that  of 
placing  an  ideal  of  racial  solidarity 
before  love? 

Some  American  women  of  Afri¬ 
can  descent  supposedly  dislike  inter¬ 
cultural  relationships  due  to  three  oft- 
expressed  reasons:  (1)  they  feel  there 
is  a  numerical  “shortage”  of  “mar¬ 
riageable”  African-dcsccndant  males; 
(2)  they  feel  that  American,  African- 
descendant  males  in  these  relation¬ 


ships  have  negative  stereotypes  of 
American,  African-descendant  fe¬ 
males,  and  (3)  they  feel  that  Ameri¬ 
can,  African-descendant  males  have 
been  “brainwashed”  by  the  allegedly 
European-dominated  media  into  be¬ 


lieving  that  American,  European-de- 
scendant  females  are  somehow  the 
ultimate  symbols  of  beauty  (it  is  specu¬ 
lated  that  O.J.  Simpson’s  1977  NY 
Daily  News  interview  in  which  he 
expressed  a  love  for  the  physical  fea¬ 
tures  of  actress  Farrah  Fawcett  sup¬ 
ports  the  last  theory). 

Granted,  there  may  be  some 
American,  African-descendant  males 
who  don’t  date  African-descendant 
females  out  of  a  fallacious  belief  that 
American,  African-descendant 
women  are  materialistic,  possessive, 
and  insensitive .  Those  males  who  hold 
such  beliefs  ought  not  to,  for  such  a 
view  is  a  slanderous  generalization. 


However,  American  women  of  Afri¬ 
can  descent  who  scorn  all  interracial 
couples  because  they  believe  that  all 
African  descendant  men  involved  in 
the  relationships  dislike  all  African 
descendant  women  ought  not  to,  for 
that  too  is  a  slanderous  generaliza¬ 
tion.  The  idea  that  every  African  de¬ 
scendant  male  member  of  an  interra¬ 
cial  union  is  “chasing”  after  a  “Euro¬ 
pean  ideal”  disqualifies  the  notion  of 
true  harmony  and  equality  between 
the  races,  a  notion  I  thought  we  all 
believed. 

I  defend  intercultural  relation¬ 
ships  so  strongly  because  I  must  ad¬ 
mit  I  was  involved  in  a  semblance  of 
such  a  union  myself. 

As  a  student  of  Hyde  Park’s  F.D. 
Roosevelt  Elementary  from  1982  - 
1986,  I  learned  about  the  reality  of 
love  long  before  I  learned  about  the 
reality  of  race  or  class-from  a  young 
kindergarten  playmate  named  Mel- 
issaDiMascio,  who  befriended  me  on 
my  "first  day  of  school  .  Melissa  was 


honestly  my  first  true  friend,  and  as  I 
look  back,  contributed  in  great  mea¬ 
sure  to  my  childhood  happiness. 

The  innocence  of  youth  pro¬ 
vided  us  with  the  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
change  Valentine’s  Day  cards,  or  Hal¬ 
loween  candy,  or  birthday 
presents  without  any  fear  of 
condemnation  from  outside 
sources-a  fear  that  would 
undoubtedly  be  present  had 
the  relationship  occurred  10 
years  later.  No  child  rebuked 
me  for  having  a  “girlf riend” 
with  long  auburn  hair  and 
hazel  eyes.  No  child  criti¬ 
cized  me  for  feel  ing  a  close¬ 
ness  to  a  person  who  was 
not  of  African  descent.  No 
child  wrinkled  his  face  in 
disgust  when  I  spoke  to  her 
after  she  finished  jumping 
rope  at  recess.  What  was  the 
worst  criticism  registered 
against  my  friendship  with 
Melissa?  Why,  it  was  the 
standard  kiddie  razz  of 
“Devone  and  Melissa,  sit¬ 
ting  in  a  tree,  K-I-S-S-I-N- 
G!” 

I  didn’t  like  Mel¬ 
issa  because  of  her  skin  color 
or  the  “lineage”  of  her  last 
name  .  I  liked  her-and  she  liked  me- 
-because  she  was  a  decent  person.  But 
fast  forward  one  decade.  What  if  I 
once  again  had  a  crush  on  a  person  of 
European  lineage?  Would  I  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  gentle  kidding,  as  I  was  with 
Melissa?  Or  would  I  be  excoriated 
and  rebuked  as  a  racial  traitor  who 
couldn’t  get  enough  of  European-de- 
scendant  women?  Would  I  retain  my 
friends,  or  would  I  be  scorned  for  an 
alleged  obsession  with  pale  skin? 
Would  my  relationship  be  uncon¬ 
sciously  accepted  or  consciously  re¬ 
jected?  I  wasn’t  called  a  sellout  at  the 
age  of  seven;  would  I  be  considered  a 
“chaser”  at  seventeen?  What  if  my 
modern-day  companion  were 
blond-haired  and  blue-eyed? 
Would  my  relationship  be  seen  as 
pure  love  or  pure  lust?  Would  I  be 
seen  as  a  man  who  had  found  hap¬ 
piness,  or  as  a  1990’s  Emmett  Till 
who  just  hadn’t  been  lynched  yet? 

I  don’t  hate  American 
women  of  African  descent.  How 
could  I?  I  came  from  one.  But  if  I  were 
to  date  a  woman  of  non-African  de¬ 
scent,  it  would  be  inevitable  that  a 
“sellout  switch”  would  go  off  in  the 
minds  of  some  (not  all,  thank  God) 
African  -descendant  Americans. 
Maybe  I  haven’t  reached  the  point 
where  I  can  damn  those  Americans  of 
African  descent  who  would  dare  think 
that  an  African-descendant  American 
male’s  relationship  with  a  non-Afri- 
can-descendant  American  woman,  in 
and  of  itself,  is  a  rebuke  of  American 
females  of  African  descent  collec¬ 
tively.  But  I  applaud  those  who  do. 
Whenever  I  see  an  American  male  of 
African  descent  with  an  American 
female  of  non-African  descent,  I  don ’t 
stare,  I  don’t  sneer,  and  I  don’t  look 
away.  I  think  to  myself,  “Thank  God 
he’s  got  the  courage  to  follow  his 
heart.” 

To  be  continued 
next  issue... 


The  idea  that  every 
African  descendant  male 
member  of  an  interracial 
union  is  "chasing"  after 
a  "European  ideal" 
disqualifies  the  notion  of 
true  harmony  and 
equality  between  the 
races... 


The  idea  that  every 
American  of  European 
descent  holds  hatred  for 
those  who  are  not  of 
European  ancestry  [is]  a 
belief  just  as  racist  as  a 
presupposition  on  the 
part  of  some  (not  all) 
Americans  of  European 
descent  that  those  who 
do  not  have  European 
ancestry  are  genetically 
inferior. 


Christina  Adams,  1 


For  too  many  years  we  have 
fought  a  racial  war  in  this 
country  that  no  one  is  going 
to  win. 
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As  You  Like  It 


Concert  Choir 


Arts 

Spotlight 


Chri"stopher" 

•  Kria  Sakakeeny,  II 

If  you  pass  a  guy  with  longish 
brown  hair  and  smooth  attire,  dream¬ 
ing  off  into  space  with  intense  blue 
eyes,  wave  a  few  lemon-lime  jelly 
beans  under  his  nose.  He’ll  be  sure 
to  wake  up.  Christopher  Bletzer 
dreams  a  lot.  He  dreams  about  the 
complex  rhythms  he  learned  in  tap 
class,  or  about  quotes  from  his  fa¬ 
vorite  movie,  Mame.  Most  often, 
however,  he  dreams  of  being  a  fa¬ 
mous  actor. 

This  vision  of  acting,  however, 
is  not  such  a  far  off  dream.  At  age 
twelve,  Chris  began  modeling  for 
labels  such  as  the  well  known  Cham¬ 
pion.  Now,  Chris,  ajunior,  is  aCham- 
pion  Public  Declaimer  and  a  proud 
cast  member  of  BLS’  recent  play, 
“The  House  of  Blue  Leaves.”  He 
has  recently  been  accepted  into  the 
performance  group.  Vox  Iuvenum, 
and  spent  last  summer  starring  in  the 
play  “  Aladdin”at  the  Priscilla  Beach 
Theatre  in  Cape  Cod. 

He  has  just  begun  tap  lessons 
during  the  evening  at  the  Leon 
Collins  Dance  Studio  and  singing 
lessons  at  the  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory  in  the  afternoon.  After  school, 
Chris  finds  time  for  Mock  Trial  and 
the  newly  established  Debate  Team, 
as  well  as  Gospel  Choir  and  Show 
Choir.  Then  there  are  piano  lessons, 
which  he  has  been  taking  for  the  past 
three  years  at  his  home  in  Brighton. 
Of  these  many  activities,  the  one 
closest  to  his  heart  is  acting.  He 
deeply  appreciates  Vox,  because  the 
students  perform  their  own  pieces. 
The  acting  is  “real,”  because  the 
feelings  are  “real.”  The  spontaneity 
of  live  theatre  gives  Chris  a  terrific 
high.  “Anything  can  happen,  you 
have  to  totally  work  off  of  it;  the 
show  must  go  on.”  His  satisfaction 
with  performing  also  comes  from 
the  reaction  of  the  audience;  to  hear 
them  laugh,  to  see  them  cry.  When 
asked  what  he  likes  best  about  Pub¬ 
lic  Declamation,  he  says,  ‘When  it  is 
over;  to  be  able  to  bow  and  hear  the 
audience  applaud,  and  know  that 
I’ve  made  them  think.” 

Chris  especially  admires  the 
poet/author  Maya  Angclou.  “She  has 
taught  me  to  lcam  to  move  on.  To¬ 
morrow  is  a  different  day;  you  can 
always  start  fresh.”  Moving  on  is 
important  to  Chris,  whether  it  is  the 
ability  to  move  on  to  a  different 
character  or  to  a  different  way  of 
behaving.  In  fact,  Chris  admits  that 
he  likes  to  experiment  with  different 
speech  pattern  from  week  to  week. 
Sounds  a  bit  schizophrenic?  It’s  no 
wonder.  After  all,  the  role  he  would 
most  like  to  play  is  one  of  a  “calcu¬ 
lating  serial  killer.”  Beware! 


•  Colleen  Madden,  II 

If  you  plan  to  see  the  current 
Huntington  Theatre  production  of 
Shakespeare’s  dark  comedy,  "As  You 
Like  It"  ,  you  must  enter  the  theatre 
with  an  open,  pliable,  malleable  mind; 
you  must  enter  the  theatre  with  an 
imagination.  Without  these  prerequi¬ 
sites,  the  production  will  pass  as  a 
confusing,  unreasonable  blur,  espe¬ 
cially  to  those  uninformed  about  the 
somewhat  complicated  plot.  Remem¬ 
ber  that  what  happens  is  a  fantasy  -  it 
is  not  meant  to  be  realistic. 

Shakespeare’s  play  fluctuates 
between  the  Royal  Court  and  the  For¬ 
est  of  Arden.  It  concerns  the  bitter¬ 
ness  of  family  banishment,  and  cel¬ 
ebrates  beautiful,  flowery  love,  but 
simultaneously  points  a  finger  and 
laughs  at  romanticism.  After  Rosalind 
is  banished  from  the  Court  by  he 
uncle,  Duke  Frederick,  she  and  her 
sisterly  cousin  Celia  flee  to  Arden, 
dragging  along  by  his  motley  robe  the 
clown  Touch¬ 
stone.  It  is  here 
that  Rosalind,  dis¬ 
guised  as  a  boy, 
doctors  the 
lovesick  Orlando 
with  her  own 
medicine,  that 
Touchstone  finds 
easy  companion¬ 
ship  in  airheaded 
Audrey,  and  that 
the  banished  Duke 
(Rosalind’sfather) 

Senior  and  his  at¬ 
tendants  make  the 
best  of  their  situation,  while  all  along 
Jaques  (an  attendant  to  Duke  Senior) 
is  drearily  contemplative  and  full  of 
contempt  for  his  new  forest  life. 

Among  an  entirely  laudable  cast, 
outstanding  performances  were  con¬ 
tributed  by  Munson  Hicks  as  Jaques, 
Emilic  Talbot  as  Celia,  Monica  Bell 
as  Rosalind,  Aloysius  Gigl  as  Or¬ 
lando,  and  Gregory  Simmons  as 
Silvius.  Hicks  portrayed  his  charac¬ 
ter  with  a  superb  combination  of  mel¬ 
ancholy  and  witty  sarcasm.  His  most 
memorable  moments  were  his  mov¬ 
ing  deliverance  of  the  “All  the  worlds 
a  stage....”  speech,  and  more  comi¬ 
cally  when  he  calmly  unzipped  his 
pants  and  quoted  his  idol,  the  Fool, 
“Tis  but  an  hour  ago  since  it  was  nine, 
and  after  one  hour  more  ‘twill  be 
eleven,  and  so  from  whore  to  whore 
we  ripe  and  ripe,  and  then  from  whore 
to  whore  we  rot  and  rot,”  (N.B.  The 
use  of  “whore”  here  was  a  deviation 
from  the  textual  “hour.”)  Talbot  and 
Bell  were  wonderfully  paired  as  Celia 
and  Rosalind;  portraying  their  sis¬ 
terly  bond  sincerely  and  affection¬ 
ately,  they  are  often  seen  hugging  and 
holding  hands.  Although  Celia  be¬ 
came  a  wallflower  while  Rosalind 
dominated  the  stage  and  wooed  Or¬ 
lando,  she  was  j ust  noticeable  enough 


so  that  we  recognized  Rosalind’s  dis¬ 
regard  for  her.  Sweet  Celia  became 
the  “friend  remembered  not”  as  in  one 
of  the  play  songs  “Blow,  Blow  Thou 
Winter  Wind”  and  Talbot  expressed 
Celia’s  indignation  through  her  some¬ 
times  sour  tone.  Another  small,  but 
noteworthy  performance  came  from 
Jim  Loutenhiser  as  William,  oafishly 
offering  his  love  and  bouquet  of  flow¬ 
ers  to  the  preoccupied  Audrey,  and 
hilariously  dumb  as  he  failed  to  inter¬ 
pret  Touchstone’s  (played  by  Les 
Marsden)  anger. 

Faithful  to  Shakespearean  tradi¬ 
tion,  this  production  used  only  one  set 
throughout.  The  forest  and  court  were 
portrayed  as  one  in  this  set  where 
court  columns  become  trees  and  stairs 
become  uneven  rocks,  but  with  an 
imagination,  this  set  design  by 
Margorie  Bradley  Kellogg  allows  us 
to  easily  adjust  our  minds  and  eyes  to 
the  constantly  shifting  environments. 
Central  to  the  set  is  the  beautifully 
crafted,  huge  Green  Man,  whose  beard 
and  mustache  are 
lush,  green  leaves 
and  whose  eye¬ 
brows  dangle 
icicles  in  the  blus¬ 
tery  Arden  winter. 
The  set  suggests 
that  there  is  little 
distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  people 
of  court  and  the 
people  of  Arden. 
KurtZiskie  should 
be  applauded  for 
his  dual  role  as 
Amiens,  a  courtier 
and  musician  to  Duke  Senior,  and  as 
the  composer  of  all  the  music  heard  in 
this  production.  Ziskie  strummed  his 
guitar  with  spirit  and  a  lovely  voice, 
bringing  to  life  these  songs  which  are 
not  only  entertaining,  but  also  impor¬ 
tant  statements  about  the  theme. 

The  costume  design  was  the  only 
major  flaw  I  found  in  this  production. 
Since  "As  You  Like  It"  is  not  set  in 
one  specific  time  period,  here  mostly 
modem  clothing  was  designed  to  look 
like  the  19th  century  clothing.  How¬ 
ever,  the  costumes  did  not  appear  to 
be  of  any  consistent  era.  They  varied 
too  much,  particularly  Charles'  1930’s 
gangsterish  motif,  Celia’s,  Rosalind’s 
and  Orlando’s. 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  produc¬ 
tion,  again,  I  urge  you  to  get  some 
background  on  the  plot;  you  will  truly 
enjoy  it  more.  It  would  also  be  wise  to 
put  a  bagel,  a  Big  Mac,  or  a  banana  in 
your  stomach  before  you  enter  the 
theatre,  considering  the  fact  that  the 
entire  production  lasts  about  three 
hours.  Although  the  play  contains  a 
few  tragic  elements  you  are  certainly 
left  with  a  light  heart  as  the  produc¬ 
tion  culminates  in  a  spirited  musical 
celebration  complete  with  folk  danc¬ 
ing,  the  banging  of  tambourines,  and 
the  buzzing  of  a  kazoo. 


•  Winnie  Moy,  II 

As  a  member  of  the  Concert 
Choir  for  the  past  two  years,  I  cannot 
begin  to  say  how  far  this  choir  has 
come.  Anyone  who  has  seen  the 
Concert  Choir  perform,  knows  this. 
All  the  credit  has  to  go  to  Ms.  Wong- 
Ho,  who  has  spent  so  many  long 
hours  with  us.  She  teaches  ten  dif¬ 
ferent  classes  a  week  (probably  more 
than  any  other  teacher),  yet  she  still 
finds  extra  time  to  improve  our  vocal 
abilities  and  show  us  the  way  to 
success. 

Ms.  Wong-Ho  began  her  teach¬ 
ing  in  this  school  in  1993.  Within 
two  months,  she  was  able  to  improve 
our  singing.  However,  as  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Assembly  started  to  approach 
last  school  year,  anxiety  filled  all  of 
our  hearts  and  minds.  We  sang 
through  our  first  two  songs:  “Jesus, 
Joy  of  Man’s  Desiring”  and  “Carol 
of  the  Bells”  with  no  problems.  Our 
third  and  last  song  turned  out  to  be  a 
show  stopper.  Our  rendition  of  the 
“Hallelujah  Chorus”  received  enthu¬ 
siastic  applause  from  the  audience, 
and  also  the  recognition  and  respect 
from  all  the  other  choirs.  In  the  same 
school  year,  we  performed  three 
operatic  pieces  called  “Habafiera,” 
“La  Traviata,”  and  “Toreador”  at 
Music  Night  to  the  delight  of  the 
audience. 


Best  Picture 

Forrest  Gump 

Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral 
Pulp  Fiction 
Quiz  Show 

The  Shaw  shank  Redemption 


Best  Actor 

Morgan  Freeman  The  Shawshank 
Redepliom 

Tom  Hanks  Forest  Gump 
Nigel  Hawthorne  The  Madness  of 
King  George 

Paul  Newman  Nobody’s  Fool 
John  Travolta  Pulp  Fiction 

Best  Supporting  Actor 

Samuel  L.  Jackson,  Pulp 
Fiction 

Martin  L.  Landau  Ed  Wood 
Chazz  Palminteri  Bullets  Over 
Broadway 

Paul  Scofield  Quiz  Show 
Gary  Sinise  Forrest  Gump 

Best  Supporting 

Actress 

Rosemarry  Harris  Tom  &  Viv 
Hellen  Mirren  The  Madness  of 
King  George 

Uma  Thurma  Pulp  Fiction 
Jennifer  Tilly  Bullets  Over 
Broadway 

Dianne  Wiest  Bullets  Over 
Broadway 


This  year  promises  to  be  the 
best  year  yet.  With  the  outstanding 
voices  of  the  sopranos,  altos,  tenors, 
and  basses,  combined  as  one  force, 
there  is  nothing  that  we  cannot  sur¬ 
pass.  This  was  proved  in  this  year’s 
Holiday  Assembly  where  the  Con¬ 
cert  Choir  shone  because  of  brilliant 
soloists  such  as  Trinja  Owens  (Class 
I),  and  Jun  Yan  Ni  (Class  II).  Under 
the  excellent  conduction  and  super¬ 
vision  of  Ms.  Wong-Ho,  the  Concert 
Choir  was  able  to  pull  through  tough 
pieces  of  music  such  as  “Laudate 
Dominum”  and  “Carmina  Burana,” 
which  were  all  sung  in  Latin.  The 
soloist  for  “Laudate  Dominum”  was 
Jun  Yan  Ni,  and  the  soloist  for  “O 
Mio  Babbino  Caro”  was  Trinja 
Owens.  Both  sung  with  all  their  might 
and  pleased  the  audience  even  though 
no  microphone  was  used  because  of 
technical  difficulties.  The  Concert 
Choir  also  performed  an  encore  of 
the  “Hallelujah  Chorus,”  which  ev¬ 
eryone  enjoyed,  including  the  per¬ 
formers. 

Any  thanks  are  owed  to  Ms. 
Wong-Ho  for  making  the  Concert 
Choir  what  it  is  today.  From  the 
bottom  of  every  Concert  Choir 
member’s  heart,  we  would  like  to 
say:  “Good  job,  Ms.  Wong-Ho! !  And 
thanks!!” 


Best  Director 

Woody  Allen,  "Bullets  Over 
Broadway" 

Robert  Zemeckis,  "Forrest  Gump" 
Quentin  Tarantino,  "Pulp 
Fiction" 

Robert  Redford,  "Quiz  Show" 
Krzysztof  Kieslowski,  "Red" 

Best  Actress 

Jodie  Foseter  Nell 
Jessica  Lange  Blue  Sky 
Miranda  Richardson  Tom&Viv 
Winona  Ryder  Little  Women 
Susan  Surandon  The  Client 


Best  Music,  Original 

Score 

Alan  Silvestri,  "Forrest 
Gump" 

Elliot  Goldenthal,  "Interview  of  the 
Vampire" 

Hans  Zimmer,  "The  Lion  King" 
Thomas  Newman,  "Little  Women" 
Thomas  Newman,  "The  Shawshank 
Redemption" 

Best  Music,  Original 

Sons 

"Can  You  Feel  The  Love  Tonight" 
The  Lion  King 

"Circle  of  Life"  The  Lion  King " 
"Hakuna  Matata"  The  Lion  King 
"Look  What  Love  Has  Done", 
Junior 

"Make  Up  Your  Mind"  The 

Paper 


It  concerns  the  bit¬ 
terness  of  family 
banishment ,  and 
celebrates  beautiful 
flowery  love ,  but 
simultaneously 
points  a  finger  and 
laughs  at  romanti¬ 
cism.. 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Good  Health-Care  Programs: 
CBS'  Chicago  Hope  &  NBC’s  ER 


•  Jared  Simmons,  i 

For  each  new  season,  there  are 
“copycat”  programs.  1992  was  the  year 
of  the  young  adult  drama.  1993  was 
the  year  of  stand-up  comics  getting 
their  own  programs.  This  is  the  season 
of  the  medical  drama  and  two  major 
networks  have  produced  winners. 

ER  is  the  most  popular  new  show 
on  television  and  is  backed  by  a  cre¬ 
ative  genius:  writer  Michael  Crichton 
(Jurassic  Park  and  Disclosure). 
Crichton  wrote  the  pilot  (the  very  first 
episode)  which  portrayed  the  fictional 
Cook  County  General  in  downtown 
Chicago  as  a  frantic  and  complex  place. 
The  two  hour  pilot  set  the  tone  lor  ER ’s 
main  themes:  realism  and  speed.  All  of 
the  young  doctors  are  flawed  yet  de¬ 
cent  people.  Doctor  Peter  Benton  (Eriq 
La  Salle)  is  so  overwhelmed  with  his 
passion  to  become  a  surgeon  that  he 
neglects  his  family.  Pediatrician  Doug 
Ross  (George  Clooney)  works  well 
with  his  child  patients  but  doesn  ’  t  know 
his  own  son  and  is  a  part-time  drunk. 

ER' s  best  moments  come  when 
the  characters  make  a  difference  or 
overcome  a  challenge.  When  medical 
intern  John  Carter  (Noah  Wyle)  made 
his  first  appearance  on  the  first  dozen 
or  so  shows,  he  was  shown  as  a  clumsy 
and  inexperienced  student.  But  his 
character  has  now  developed  and  now 
gets  to  give  some  orders  instead  of 
taking  them  from  arrogant  Benton. 
Like  most  shows,  ER  hit  a  decline  after 
the  pilot  and  now  considers  most  char¬ 
acter  development  a  token  procedure. 
For  ER,  speed  is  both  positive  and 
negative.  It  can  be  used  properly  as  in 
the  episode  entitled  “Blizzard”  or  im¬ 
properly  as  some  of  the  latest  epi¬ 
sodes.  ER  is  a  neutral  show.  In  other 
words,  there  are  no  beginning  or  end¬ 
ing  storylines.  For  every  life,  there  is  a 
death.  Basically,  ER ’s  only  significant 
problem  is  that  it  doesn’t  generally 
take  a  moral  stand  on  its  issues.  But 
morality  is  one  of  the  basic  premises  of 
medicine. 


In  contrast,  Chicago  Hope  is 
a  great  deal  more  passionate  and 
thoughtful  about  its  morals.  The  show 
set  in  the  fictional,  state-of-the-art  hos¬ 
pital  Chicago  Hope,  deals  with  fasci¬ 
nating  ethical  dilemmas.  Everything 
from  the  separation  of  Siamese  twins  to 
living  babies  with  no  brains.  While  the 
preceding  situations  are  two  of  the 
heavier  issues,  the  show  deals  with  simi¬ 
lar  things  on  a  regular  basis.  CH  comes 
through  where  ER  falls  short  on  one 
particular  theme:  interesting  characters. 
ER  tends  todeal  with  general  character¬ 
ization  particulary  among  its  patients, 
but  CH' s  characters  have  intriguing 
personalities  and  powerful  actors  con¬ 
trolling  them.  Doctors  such  as  cerebral 
Aaron  Shutt,  chief  of  neurosurgery 
(Adam  Arkin)  and  emotional  Jeffrey 
Geiger,  chief  of  cardiosurgery  (Mandy 
Patinkin)  put  out  Oscar-like  perfor¬ 
mances  every  week.  CH  is  like  Picket 
Fences  without  stupid  situations  and  a 
great  deal  of  confusion.  (I  lost  much  of 
my  respect  for  Fences  when  it  had  an 
episode  in  which  a  cow  incubated  hu¬ 
man  embryos.)  CH  also  features  two  of 
TV’s  most  likable  characters:  legal 
medical  counsel  Alan  Birch  (Peter 
MacNicol)  and  aging  surgeon  Arthur 
Thurmond  (E.G.  Marshall). 

CH’ s  creator  and  writer  David  E. 
Kelley  recently  put  out  a  great  episode 
(better  than  ER’ s  pilot)  in  which  the 
doctors  were  quarantined  because  of  a 
virus.  While  locked  up,  they  began  to 
critique  one  another  and  their  profes¬ 
sions.  This  sort  of  “character  catharsis” 
is  just  the  type  of  thing  ER  needs  to  go 
from  good  to  great.  Both  Chicago  Hope 
and  ER  are  set  in  Chicago  hospitals 
with  six  main  characters,  but  most  ofthe 
similarities  end  there.  ER  airs  Thurs¬ 
days  at  1 0  P.M.  on  NBC.  Chicago  Hope 
airs  Mondays  at  10  P.M.  on  CBS. 

Review  Grades: 

ER:  B 

Chicago  Hope:  A 


Just  Cause 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

Just  Cause,  directed  by  Ame 
Glimcher,  is  not  going  to  be  eternally 
hailed  as  one  of  the  greatest  movies 
ever.  In  fact,  it  may  not  even  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  top  movies  of  the 
winter  season.  The  plot,  as  is  too  often 
the  case  in  many  of  today’s  suspense- 
thrillers,  was  very  predictable.  How¬ 
ever,  the  star-studded  cast  of  Sean 
Connery, 

Kate 
Capshaw, 

Blair 
Lhbv«4 
and  Ed 
Harris 
save  this 
film 
from  ab- 
solute 
failure. 

The 

movie  revolves  around  the  upcoming 
execution  of  a  convicted  child  mur¬ 
derer,  Bobby  Earl  Ferguson  (Blair 
Underwood).  However,  as  a  desper¬ 
ate  last  move,  Ferguson  contacts  re¬ 
nowned  former  lawyer  and  current 
Harvard  law  professor  Paul 
Armstrong  (Sean  Connery).  Swear¬ 
ing  that  he  is  an  innocent  man, 
Ferguson  convinces  Armstrong  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  case  further.  During  this 
investigation,  Armstrong  meets  T anny 
Brown,  a  demon-like  police  chief 
played  by  Laurence  Fishbume,  who 
supposedly  has  it  out  for  the  innocent 
Ferguson. 

Now,  up  to  this  point  the  plot  is 
very  manageable.  It  is  easy  to  follow 
and  it  makes  sense.  However,  at  this 
point,  it  becomes  skewed.  After 
Armstrong  gets  Ferguson  released, 
he  finds  out  that  in  reality  Ferguson 
DID  commit  the  murder.  Not  only 
that,  but  it  turns  out  (and  isn’t  it  con¬ 
venient  that  this  was  not  revealed 
until  well  into  the  movie)  that 
Armstrong ’s  ex-wife  (Kate  Capshaw), 
a  prosecutor,  tried  a  previous  murder 


case  against  Ferguson.  Although  he 
was  acquitted,  it  cost  him  his  reputa¬ 
tion.  Now  he  is  seeking  revenge  against 
her.  Ferguson  kidnaps  Mrs.  Armstrong 
and  her  daughter,  and  it  is  up  to 
Armstrong  to  find  Ferguson  and  his 
family. 

The  movie  went  from  scene  to 
scene  far  too  rapidly,  rarely  spending 
much  time  on  any  specific  area.  The 
courtroom,  the  place  where  some  of 

the  most 
signifi¬ 
cant  ac- 
o  , 

cl  !  o  n 
<J>  should 
"5  be  tak- 
n  8 
^ place,  is 
only  fea¬ 
tured  for 
§  about  8 
minutes 
in  total. 
Also,  the 

movie  seemed  like  two  movies  in  one. 
And  although  I  hate  sequels,  that  might 
have  been  a  better  way.  The  first  movie 
could  have  gone  up  to  the  point  when 
Armstrong  gets  Ferguson  released, 
while  the  second  could  be  where  he 
must  hunt  him  down  again.  The  con¬ 
trast  between  the  first  hour  and  the 
second  hour  of  this  movie  was  far  too 
great,  especially  in  the  character  of 
Laurence  Fishbume.  In  the  span  of 
about  10  minutes,  he  goes  from  vil¬ 
lainous  and  very  dangerous  to  smart 
and  heroic.  The  shift  was  too  dramatic. 

However,  there  were  some  good 
points  to  the  movie,  though  they  were 
few  and  far  between.  One  excellent 
performance  was  turned  in  by  Ed  Har¬ 
ris,  who  played  the  part  of  a  maniacal 
mass-murderer  on  death  row.  He 
seemed  to  be  the  second  coming  of 
Charles  Manson.  Also,  the  movie  was 
a  quick  two  hours  long.  It  flowed 
quickly  for  the  most  part  and  did  not 
stall  too  often  in  long  boring  mono¬ 
logue. 

Review  Grade:  C- 


The  House  of 
Bide  Leaves 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

The  Pope  is  coming  to  New  Y ork, 
Artie  Shaughnessy  wants  to  go  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  with  his  girlfriend  Bunny,  his 
son  Ronnie  is  going  to  jail,  and  his 
wife  Bananas  is  going  to  the  loony  bin. 
This  is  the  basic  framework  for  The 
House  of  Blue  Leaves,  a  complex ,  tragi  - 
comic  work  depicting  a  few  days  in  the 
life  of  a  t r6  dysfunctional  family  in 
1965.  Artie  is  an  aspiring  (and  awful) 
songwriter  who  dreams  of  going  west 
to  connect  with  his  famous  best  friend 
Billy  Einhom.  With  his  life  falling 
apart  around  him,  his  wife  childlike, 
his  job  as  an  animal -handler  for  the 
zoo  degrading,  Artie  feels  like  a  new 
start  via  Billy  is  his  only  escape.  The 
results,  which  involve  nuns,  a  bomb, 
and  veal  with  oranges,  are  both  hilari¬ 
ous  and  tragic. 

The  cast  and  crew  of  The  House 
of  Blue  Leaves  was  uniformly  excel¬ 
lent.  Josh  Gaffney,  as  Artie 
Shaughnessy,  is  a  standout  witn  great 
comic  timing,  a  volatile  stage  person¬ 
ality,  and  a  miraculous  talent  for  sing¬ 
ing  off-key.  Marianne  Staniunis  is  en¬ 
gaging  and  convincing  in  the  difficult 
role  of  Bananas.  Juliana  Pepp  is  fine  as 
Artie’s  bitchy  girlfriend,  Daniel  Older 
(frater  of  yours  truly)  has  a  diaboli¬ 
cally  evil  grin,  and  Sara  Camden  is 
quietly  humorous  as  the  nun  who  leaves 
the  convent.  The  rest  of  the  wonderful 
cast  includes  Anna  Malsberger,  Liz 
Hauck,  Thao  Tran,  Ziad  Obermeyer, 
Chris  Bletzer,  and  Peter  Thomas  Black. 
The  crew,  headed  by  Stage  Manager 
John  Moore  and  Assistant  Stage  Man¬ 
ager  Amanda  Gorman,  engineered  a 
set  that  depicted  a  cluttered,  lived  in 
living  room  and  kitchen,  complete  with 
a  piano  and  a  copy  of  the  Register  on 
the  coffee  table  (thanks  for  the  public¬ 
ity,  guys).  Tom  Kiley’s  direction 
brought  the  play  to  life  and  created  for 
the  audience  an  experience  both  mov¬ 
ing  and  comical. 


Pictures 

THEUiAiiciNft  WAn 

presents 
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Sean  Keady,  III 

Man  of  the  House  is  the  latest 
Disney  movie.  It’s  directed  by  James 
Orrand  produced  and  by  Margaret 
South.  This  is 
a  good  movie 
for  the  children 
and  people 
who  love  to  go 
to  the  movies 
and  have  a 
good  time.  The 
movie  starts 
out  with  Ben, 
who  is  played 
by  Jonathan 
Taylor  Tho¬ 
mas,  who  plays 
Randy  on  the 
hit  TV  sitcom 

Home  Improvement  and  has  recently 
provided  the  voice  for  young  Simba  in 
The  Lion  King  .  His  mom,  Sara,  is 
played  by  Farrah  Fawcett,  who  made  a 
special  appearance  in  the  CBS 
miniseries  Children  of  the  Dust.  His 


dad  leaves  and  goes  to  live  with  his 
secretary.  So  Ben  and  his  mother  de¬ 
cide  to  move.  They  get  settled  and  have 
a  happy  life. 

Courtesy  Allied  Advertising 


Chevy  Chase,  who  is  well  known 
for  his  role  in  all  the  National  Lampoon's 
Vacation  movies  as  well  as  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  cast  for  “Saturday  Night  Live,  plays 
a  District  Attorney  named  Jack.  Jack 
has  just  put  away  a  mob  boss  and  his 


son  is  out  to  get  him.  Now,  Sara  meets 
Jack  and,  after  a  while,  they  decide  to 
get  married.  Jack  now  moves  in  with 
Ben  and  Sara.  From  this  moment  on 
Ben  is  out  to  get  Jack  out  of  his  life 
and  his  happy  home.  At  this  moment 
the  mob  decides  they  have  had  enough; 
meanwhile,  life  at  home  gets  sweeter 
since  Ben  and  Jack  decide  to  join  the 
Indian  Guides,  a  group  made  to  bring 
fathers  and  sons  closer  together.  The 
Indian  guides  teach  them  both  how  to 
shoot  arrows  and  throw  tomahawks, 
which  comes  in  handy  at  the  end, 
which  is  very  funny  so  I  won ’t  spoil  it. 
The  story  line  is  very  easy  to  follow, 
but  who  needs  a  story  line  with  the 
antics  of  Chevy  and  Jonathan? 

Like  all  Disney  movies,  this  one 
is  aimed  at  your  heart  and  hits  you 
right  in  the  gut,  so  if  you  like  touching 
family  movies,  Man  of  the  House  is 
one  to  see. 

Review  grade:  A 


•  Keith  LaFace,  I 

Everyone  has  heard  of  the  Viet¬ 
nam  War.  Everyone  knows  what  it 
was  about  and  what  it  led  to,  but  very 
few  know  of  the  African-American 
involvement  in  Vietnam. 

The  setting  of  The  Walking  Dead 
is  1972,  Viet¬ 
nam.  One  of  the 
most  ferocious 
wars  in  history  is 
finally  coming  to 
an  end.  It  was  a 
simple  mission: 
the  evacuation  of 
remaining  survi¬ 
vors  from  a  Viet 
Cong abandoned 
P.O.W.  camp. 

The  five 
main  characters 
involved  in  the 
mission  are 

Barkley  (Joe 
Morton  of 

Speed),  Hoover  Branche  (Eddie  Grif¬ 
fin  of  The  Last  Boy  Scout),  Pippens 
(Roger  Floyd),  Cole  Evans  (Allen 
Payne),  and  Joe  Brooks  ( Vonte  Sweet). 

From  the  very  beginning  Sergeant 


Barkley  felt  that  the  mission  seemed 
too  easy.  But  he  knew  from  experi¬ 
ence  that  nothing  was  simple  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  Then  the  helicopter  lands  to  make 
its  drop  and  the  troops  are  engulfed  in 
enemy  fire,  leaving  only  the  central 
characters  as  survivors. 

The  film  goes  on  to  show  some  of 
the  obstacles  that 
African-Ameri¬ 
cans  faced  in 
Vietnam.  It  por¬ 
trays  reasons  for 
^  enlisting  and  vari¬ 
ous  methods  of 

>  survival.  I  have 
Q- 

5  seen  many  other 
^  films  dealing  with 
Vietnam  such  as 
Full  Metal  Jacket, 
Casualties  of 
War,  and  the  Os- 
car-winning  Pla¬ 
toon,  all  of  which 
will  be  remem¬ 
bered  in  years  to 
come  as  in  the  past.  While  I  enjoyed 
this  film,  I  don’t  feel  it  made  an  impact 
as  powerful  as  the  previous  ones  I’ve 
viewed. 

Review  grade:  C+ 
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Sports  Spotlight 


the  gym.  In  soccer,  Meredith  played 
defense  and  helped  the  team  to  its 
first  DCL  victory  in  fourteen  years. 
She  is  anxiously  looking  forward  to 
the  softball  season,  where  she  plays 
first  base  and  is  an  aggressive  bat¬ 
ter.  “There  will  be  fifteen  seniors  on 
the  team,  so  the  softball  team  should 
also  do  well  in  the  DCL.” 

Although  playing  sports  is  dif¬ 
ficult,  she  enjoys  the  challenge  of 
improving  and  competing  in  each 
sport,  and  demonstrates  her  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  aggressiveness  every 
day  at  practice  and  at  games.  Her 
favorite  aspects  of  playing  sports 
are  working  in  a  “team  environ¬ 
ment”  and  making  people  laugh. 
Her  most  memorable  game  came 
this  season  in  basketball  when  Latin 
played  undefeated  Westford  for  first 
place  in  the  DCL.  Latin  won  by  one 
point.  The  victory  was  especially 
memorable  for  her  because  it  was  a 
real  “team  game”  and  earned  Latin 
the  headline  of  the  high  school  sports 
page  in  The  Herald  the  next  day. 
Some  of  the  burden  of  balancing 
three  sports  has  been  lifted  by  her 
family,  which  strongly  supports  all 
of  her  activities.  She  revealed  that 
her  parents  have  “missed  as  many 
games  as  you  can  count  on  one 
hand.”  She  gratefully  thanks  them. 

In  the  future,  Med  hopes  to 
play  sports  in  college.  She  is  look¬ 
ing  at  Westfield  State  or  Plymouth 
State,  where  she  wants  to  play  both 
basketball  and  softball.  She  wants 
to  be  an  elementary  school  teacher 
and  hopefully  a  high  school  coach 
on  the  side.  Here  at  Latin,  Meredith 
will  be  remembered  by  coaches  and 
players  as  a  determined,  dedicated, 
hard  working  athlete. 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

All  her  life,  Senior  Meredith 
“Med”  Kaizer  has  grown  up  play¬ 
ing  sports.  Her  parents  have  always 
supported  her  since  she  began  play¬ 
ing  basketball,  soccer,  and  baseball 
in  West  Roxbury  Parkway  League 
when  she  was  six  years  old.  Today 
she  letters  in  three  varsity  BLS 
sports:  soccer  in  the  fall,  basketball 
in  the  winter,  and  softball  in  the 
spring,  and  enjoys  every  minute  of 
the  intensity. 

Her  favorite  sport  by  far  is  bas¬ 
ketball.  She  grew  up  in  a  family  that 
watched  professional  sports  on  tele¬ 
vision,  which  is  where  she  received 
her  influence.  Her  role  model  has 
always  been  Celtics  star  Larry  Bird. 
Med  began  playing  tor  Boston  Latin 
School  in  the  ninth  grade.  During 
the  summers,  she  has  played  in  a 
Dorchester  Boys’  Club  League  and 
attended  basketball  camp.  As  a 
starter  on  the  Varsity  basketball 
team  this  year,  she  plays  power 
forward  and  averages  10-15  re¬ 
bounds,  and  6-10  points  a  game. 
This  season,  the  girls’  team  is  in 
first  place  in  the  DCL,  which  she 
feels  is  due  to  “the  senior  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  team  and  the  young 
guards.”  This  has  been  her  most 
exciting  sports  season,  since  the 
team  has  a  great  chance  of  being 
DCL  champions,  which  would  be 
her  first  achievement  of  this  honor 
on  a  Latin  team. 

When  asked  about  changing 
seasons,  Meredith  replied,  “It’s  as 
easy  as  changing  your  sneakers.” 
She  feels  the  outdoor  weather  of 
soccer  and  softball  provides  a  great 
contrast  to  the  indoor  enclosure  of 


Latin  Rocks  Plymouth 


•  Debra  McCullough,  II 

In  the  past  couple  of  weeks, 
Boston  Latin  Varsity  Hockey  team 
has  demonstrated  its  keen  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  Dual  County  League. 
From  the  exciting  game  in  Decem¬ 
ber  at  Dexter  Arena,  it’s 
obvious  that  Latin,  led  by 
senior  captains  Conal 
BarbutoandJamieCahill, 
should  secure  a  spot  in 
the  State  tournament 
again  this  year. 

The  opposition  was 
Plymouth  South,  a  com¬ 
paratively  taller,  bulkier 
team.  But  once  the  play¬ 
ers  took  the  ice,  it  was 
evident  that  Latin  was 
equal  to,  if  not  better  than, 
their  opponents. 

In  Period  1,  with  the 
crowd  already  fired  up, 

Latin  was  let  down  by  a 
quick  goal  from  Plymouth 
with  13:23  on  the  clock. 

Within  a  few  minutes, 
however,  Jim  Hennesey 
(5)  of  the  Latin  team 
scored  our  first  goal  mak¬ 
ing  the  score  1  to  1.  After  an  excel¬ 
lent  save  by  the  Latin  goalie,  senior 
Mike  Rhodes  (1),  and  with  twelve 
seconds  left  in  the  period,  Tom 
Russell  (12)  completed  a  successful 
pass  to  Jim  Mahoney  (15),  to  put 
Latin  in  the  lead  2  to  1. 


In  the  second  period,  Plymouth 
struck  back  with  a  goal,  tying  the 
score  2  to  2.  Within  a  minute,  a  1 :30 
penalty  was  called  on  a  Plymouth 
player  for  elbowing,  enabling  Scott 
Chiaradonna  (3)  to  score  and  allow¬ 


ing  Latin  to  take  the  lead  again  3  to2. 

The  performance  of  the  goalie 
has  greatly  improved  from  last  year, 
and  Mike  Rhodes  again  made  an 
excellent  save  with  the  puck  almost 
in  the  net.  Though  every  Latin  player 
brings  something  to  the  game,  one 


player  sticks  out  for  his  speed  and 
antagonism.  Freshman  Chris  Swain 
covers  the  ice,  maneuvering  past  the 
adversary  with  endurance  and  deter¬ 
mination,  making  him  one  of  the 
more  noticable  players  on  the  team. 

In  the  third  period, 
Plymouth  scored  a 
fluke  goal  tying  the 
game,  3  to  3.  Then,  as 
the  crowd  was  grow¬ 
ing  restless,  Plymouth 
scored  yet  another  goal. 

At  this  time,  the 
referee  made  an  off¬ 
sides  call  -  a  call  whose 
validity  was  question¬ 
able,  and  seemingly 
unfair  to  the  Latin  team, 
who  were  in  perfect  po¬ 
sition  for  the  goal  that 
would  tie  the  game. 
Nevertheless,  Latin 
<  came  back  when  cap- 
^  tain  Conal  Barbuto(  16) 
g  delivered  the  last  goal 
^  of  the  game, 
g"  Final  score...  4  to  4. 

=  Judging  from  the 
superior  skills  of  the 
players  in  passing,  skating  and  shoot¬ 
ing  against  Plymouth-a  consistent 
tournament  team-  the  BLS  Varsity 
team  should  have  a  promising  sea¬ 
son  ahead  of  them. 


Girls  &  Boys  B-Ball  Experience 
“Hoop  Dreams” 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

The  varsity  girls  basketball  team 
has  moved  up  into  12th  position  in 
the  latest  eastern  Mass,  rankings 
published  weekly  in  the  Boston 
Globe.  The  rise  led  to  a  feature- 
article  in  the  Globe  on  the  team  that 
Coach  Myers  himself  has  nicknamed 
“Champs.”  This  name  derived  from 
their  dominant  14-0  (16-2  overall) 
performance  in  this  year’s  Dual 
County  League  contests.  Among 
these  wins,  which  have  led  to  a  deci¬ 
sive  league  champoinship  win,  was 
a  47-46  win  over  heavy  pre-season 
favorite  Westford  Academy. 

The  girls  team,  which  is  also 
ranked7th  in  EMass  Div.  1 ,  has  been 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Globe 
top  twenty  list  for  over  a  month,  has 
been  steadily  improving  each  week. 
This  is  quite  a  surprise  considering 
how  teams  from  Boston  Latin  are 
traditionally  snubbed  by  the  Boston 
newspapers  in  their  weekly  polls. 
Yet,  despite  the  difficulty,  no  one 
.  could  stop  this  devastating  team 
loaded  with  talent.  The  best  part? 
The  future  of  this  team  looks  very 
bright. 

The  reason?  Two  of  the  best 
players  on  the  team  are  Kristen  “Ice” 
McDonnell,  Class  V,  and  Annie 
“Money”  Tomasini,  Class  IV.  The 
pair  comprise  the  “Baby  Backcourt”, 
a  combo  which  is  averaging  nearly 
30  points  a  game.  The  two  guards, 
however,  are  not  alone.  They  are 


joined  by  the  “Windex  Ladies”,  a 
trio  of  seniors  who  are  the  muscle  for 
this  team.  They  are  Cara  Gearty, 
who  pulls  down  1 1  big  rebounds  per 
game,  Med  Kaizer,  12  even  bigger 
rebounds  per  game,  and  Erin  “Secret 
Weapon”  Chalmers,  averaging  8 
points  per  game. 


•  Jimmy  McDonnell,  I 

Behind  an  aggressive  defense 
and  balanced  scoring  attack,  the 
Boston  Latin  Boys’  Basketball  team 
has  been  able  to  post  an  impressive 
league  record  of  6-1.  Thanks  to  its 
depth  with  seven  seniors,  including 
tri-captains  Sterling  Bishop,  Addam 
Olssonn  and  Jimmy  McDonnell,  the 
Latin  squad  has  proven  its  athleticism 
from  all  sides  and 
positions.  Seniors 
Kevin  Zarnoch, 
Ben  Allen,  Mike 
Lorizio,  and 
Nathan  Robbins 
have  combined 
their  experience 
and  skill  with  the 
raw  talent  of  jun¬ 
iors  Charlie 
Kelley,  Rodney 
M  a  r  c  e  1 1  u  s  , 
Rahdahl  Harvey 
and  Cleon  Bryson. 
Lone  sophomore 
Nick  Smith  has 
proven  himself 
deadly  from  out¬ 
side.  With  its  only 
league  loss  to 
Weston,  Latin 
could  very  well 
win  the  league 
crown  and  make 
its  third  straight 
Tournament  ap¬ 
pearance. 


Kenneth  Lee.  II 
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“ One  Season 
Ends,  Another 
Continues” 

•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

After  one  round  of  play  in  the 
1995  EMass  High  School  Basket¬ 
ball  Tournament,  the  W  olfpack  have 
had  mixed  results.  While  the  boys’ 
team  faced  a  loss  to  Cambridge 
Rindge  and  Latin  last  Tuesday,  the 
girls  were  able  to  dismiss  Somerville 
in  a  tough  game  on  Wednesday. 

The  boys’  team  had  many  ob¬ 
stacles  to  overcome  going  in  to  their 
game.  They  had  been  struggling  com¬ 
ing  in  to  the  tournament  and  were 
facing  the  team  many  consider  to  be 
the  finest  in  the  state.  Cambridge 
also  wanted  revenge  for  a  shocking 
loss  at  the  hands  of  Latin  in  last 
year’s  tourney.  The  Falcons  took 
advantage  of  their  opportunity. 

Latin  was  in  the  game  for  a 
while.  In  fact,  they  were  tied  with  the 
powerful  R  &  L  team  as  late  as 
midway  through  the  1st  half.  How¬ 
ever,  the  deep  Cambridge  bench  soon 
went  on  to  overpower  the  tiring  Latin 
team.  The  end  result  was  a  decisive 
76-48  win. 

The  girls’  team,  in  contrast,  was 
able  to  advance  to  the  2nd  round 
with  a  hard-earned  55-52  win  over  a 
game  Somerville  team.  Kristen 
McDonnell,  who  had  22  points  and  8 
rebounds,  and  Cara  Gearty,  who  had 
1 1  points  and  19  rebounds,  led  the 
team  to  victory.  The  team,  which  has 
been  consistently  ranked  among  the 
Globe  Top  twenty,  will  continue  to 
gamer  even  more  respect  as  they  go 
farther  and  farther  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment. 


Wolfpack  Icemen 
Skate  into  Tourney 


The  Boston  Latin  hockey  team  has  earned  a  17th  seeding  in  the 
25  team  EMass  Division  2  hockey  tournament.  Their  first  round  game, 
which  was  played  on  Saturday  March  4,  was  against  Taunton.  And  if  they 
had  defeated  Taunton,  Gloucester  would  have  been  next.  That  much  is 
definite.  However,  due  to  time  constraints,  the  rest  of  the  Wolfpack 
schedule  is  not  known. 


Here  are  the  complete  seedings- 

1  Gloucester  16-1-3 

2Bishop  Fenwick  17-3 

3Hingham  16-2-2 

4Whitman-Hanson  14-2-4 

5Marshfield  15-4-1 

6Franklin  14-3-3 

7Lincoln-Sudbury  13-4 

8Canton  14-4-2 

9Masconomet  13-4-2 

lOTewksbury  14-5-1 

llNewburyport  14-6 

12Triton  13-6-1 

13Danvers  12-5-3 


14  Andover  12-6 

15  Saugus  11-5-2 

16  Taunton  12-7-1 
•»jU7  Boston  Latin  11-7-2 

18  Springfield  C.  10-6-4 

19  Savio  Prep  9-7-1 

20  Pentucket  10-8-2 

21  Winthrop  10-8-2 

22  Duxbury  9-74 

23  Lynn  English  10-9-1 

24  Wilmington  10-9-1 

25  Rockland  10-9-1 


Sports  Spotlight 


Matt  Chardavoyne's 
picture  was  not  available 
by  print  time. 

Our  sincere  apologies. 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

When  one  mentions  the  word 
swimming  to  sophomore  Matt 
Chardavoyne,  a  spark  of  radiance 
gleams  from  his  eyes.  From  this 
spark,  one  can  see  the  passion,  the 
enthusiasm,  and  drive  Matt  has  for 
swimming.  Yet  this  is  understand¬ 
able  as  he  holds  on  his  resume: 
seven  gold  medals  from  the  Bay 
State  Games,  a  1994  DCL  unde¬ 
feated  record,  and  a  4th  and  5th 
place  Finish  in  the  state  meet  last 
year  as  a  freshman  and  the  fastest 
lime  for  the  50  free  this  season  in 
the  DCL. 

Swimming  has  become  part  of 
daily  life  for  Matt  Chardavoyne. 
He  began  swimming  six  years  ago 
at  the  Boys  Club  in  Charlestown. 
“Well,  there’s  a  story  behind  that.” 
With  his  great  sense  of  humor,  Matt 
seemed  to  have  a  story  for  every¬ 
thing.  He  and  his  best  friend  grew 
up  playing  hockey,  but  his  best 
friend  broke  his  arm  in  the  fourth 
grade  and  couldn’t  play,  so  he  joined 

a  swim  team.  There  he  realized  he 
could  “swim  liKc  a  fish.”  But  that's 

not  the  right  simile  to  describe  Matt, 
it’s  more  like  “swim  like  a  shark.” 
Matt  is  an  aggressive  competitor  as 
a  sprinter  on  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Swim  team,  holding  a  time  of  22.5 


seconds  foftlib  50  free;  49  seconds 
for  the  100  free;  55  seconds  for  the 
100  fly;  and  57  seconds  for  the  100 
back.  Last  year  he  won  every  race  he 
swam  in  and  was  selected  to  the 
DCL  All-Star  team.  This  year  his 
goals  include  becoming  the  state 
champion  in  the  50  and  100  free. 

Talk  about  ambition — this  ath¬ 
lete  has  the  drive  to  do  it.  Year  round 
he  competes  on  anational  team  called 
the  New  England  Barracudas.  This 
league  includes  at  least  twenty  hours 
of  practice,  and  competitions 
throughout  New  England  against 
swimmers  from  across  the  country. 
This  often  includes  practice  on  the 
weekends — 6:00  a.m.  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  momings-he  replies  with 
a  smile,  his  eyes  still  gleaming  with 
excitement.  Last  summer  he  won 
four  gold  medals  at  the  1994  Bay 
State  Games,  setting  new  records  in 
the  50  and  100  free. 

Yet,  Matt  says  that  he  couldn’t 
have  done  all  of  these  accomplish¬ 
ments  without  his  family’s  support. 
His  father  drives  him  to  every  meet 
and  offers  him  the  advice  of  compet¬ 
ing  to  have  fun,  not  just  to  win.  But 
Matt  seems  to  like  to  do  both.  His 
favorite  sports  moment  was  when  he 
beat  one  hundred  other  high  school 
and  college  swimmers  in  the  New 
England  Championships  last  year. 

When  asked  if  the  2000  or  2004 
summer  Olympics  were  anywhere 
in  his  future,  he  laughed.  He’d  like  to 
get  into  college  first  and  then  see 

where  swimming  takes  him.  And 
where  Matt  is  looking  at  for  col¬ 
lege — already  aiming  at  the  top  for 
Harvard.  With  Matt’s  winning  spirit 
and  drive.  Matt  will  accomplish  all 
of  his  goals,  and  we’ll  be  right 
behind  him  cheering  him  on. 
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Monday 
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Nancy  Pierce's  Bday 

House  of  Blue 
Leaves  Opens  This 
Week 


Aileen  McDonough's 
I  no  Okoawo's 
Abraham  Lincoln's  Bdays 


HI 


enjoy  che 
Snout! 

90  Skinnq 
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Jeffrey  Abramo's 
Buffalo  Bill's 
Jackie  Gleason’s  Bdays 


Sara  Camden's  B-Day 
Swim  vs  Catholic 
Memorial 
Club  of  the 
Month :  Mock 
Trial  Team 
2^  (g 


Kieu  Tran's  H-bday 
Substitute  of 
the  Month: 

Mr .LaBosco 
FREAK  APRECIATION 
DAY 


HI 


President's  Day 
Hoang  Nguyen's  Bday 
Hockey  vs  Franklin  at 
NU 


Sean  Bette's 
Liz  Taylor's  Bdays 

Next  Year 
February  Hill 
Have  29  Days! 


Danae  Rueckner's 
Ken  Suprin's  Bdays 
Paul  Chandler's 
Boaz  Renard's  H-bdays 
Bball  vs  Westford 

•*- 


St.  Valentines  Day 
Student  Council 
Meeting 
Bball  vs  Weston 


H4 


Sandra  Hilly's  Bday 
Malcolm  X  shot  196 
Alka  Seltzer  Invented 


Wednesday 


Michael  Vintoniv's 
H-Bday 

Wrestling  At  Acton 
Nine  Days  Until 
House  o£  Blue 
Leaves 


FEB 


US 


H 


Stacie  Lo's  Bday 
NEML 

Hockey  at  Marblehead 


Rene  Delosreyes' 
Susan  Johns'  Bdays 
Mike  Rhodes' 

Heidi  Ross'  H -Bdays 
Full  Snow  Moon 
Hockey  vs  Acton  at 


Half  Day 


Kent  Wu's  Bday 
Hockey  vs  Westford 


Thursday 


Groundhog  Day! 
Yun  Pang's  B-Day 
Joedy  Tran's  H-Bday 
Hockey  vs  Concord  at 
N.U. 

Year  Book 
Pictures 


Dan  Gibbons'  Bday 
Maymie  Liu's  H-bday 
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Natasha  Antonelli's 
Anne  Jurewich's 
Joanne  Soulouque's 
Elaine  Taylor's 
Kevin  Zamoch's  H-Bdays 
A.H.S.M.E. 

REM  in  4 
Months  ,j)  § 


Brendan  Faherty's  Bday 
Maria  Figge's  H-bday 


VncnTION  WEEK 


n 


All  ana  Taranto's  Bday 
Black  History  Month 
Assembly 

Goodbye  February! 


-H 


Aug  29  Ben  Allen's  Bday 
Aug  31  Richard  Desouza 
Joseph  Liburd 
Jan  7  Matt  Millette 


Friday 


Bball  vs  Wayland 
Swim  at  Acton 
SK1PPY  PEANUT 
BUTTER  DAY 


t 


©*- 


House  of  Blue 
Leaues 

Ayesha  Huq's 
Sarah  Sawyers' 

Sovanda  Som's  Bdays 

OOOOO®*33"  vs  Concord 
house  or  D  C. L.  Swim  Meet 
BLUE  fl  (ft 

LEAUES  11  p 


House  of  Blue 
Leaues 

Darrell  Robert's  H-bday 
Bball  vs  Acton 

Crazy  Hat  Day 

ooooo 
house  or 

BLUE 
LEflUES 


H7 


Hope  Everyone 
Had  A  Great 
Vacation 

Amsterda 
m 
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Saturday 


Kristen  Shraven's  B-Day 
William  Leach's  H-Bday 
Wrestling  Westford 
Tournament 


KICD 

~CS3 
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House  of  Blue 
Leaues 

Jen  Doherty's  Bday 
Hockey  at  Lincoln 
Wrestling  Sectionals 
Track  All 

house  or  League  Meet 
BLUE 

LEflUES  U  11 


House  of  Blue 
Leaues 

Alicia  Pradas-Monne's 
Bday 

D.C.L.  All-Star  Bball 

OOOOO  Wres,lin9 
house  or  States 

LEflUES Tr3Ck  ™ 


Gina  Dever’s 
Jennifer  Samson's 
H-bdays 

Track  State  Meet 


Special 

March 

Message 


You're  probably  thinking,  ‘It's  March,  why  are  those  airheads  on  the 
Argo  publishing  this?'  The  answer  is  simple.  You  can  discover  what 
events  you  missed,  buy  presents  for  the  people  whose  birthday  you 
forgot,  and  marvel  at  Karin’s  creativity.  Besides,  you  know  how  much 
time  she  put  into  this,  we  couldn't  just  have  thrown  it  away  now  could  we. 


" Happy 
St.  Patrick's 
Day 
from 
Michael 
&  Michelle" 


If  you  have  any  problems  with  the  calendar  see  Karin  Johnson  HR  1 30 


If  .  I  i  a  J  ) 
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Finis 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 
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CD 
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New  Moon 
Ash  Wednesday 

Bday:  Carol  Miranda 


Bdays:  Greg  Glei,  Marc 
Koenig 

H-Bday:  Eugenia  Kiu 


END  OF  THIRD  TERM 
Black  Hisory  Month  Night 
Assembly 

National  French 
Exam 


School  Science  Fair 
Bdays:  Bill  Banatt  Cara 
Gearty,  AMY  LAWLESS 
H-Bday:  Jamilaih  Haynes 


MAR 


m 


i 


f 


Boston  Massacre  1770 
Bday:  Julisa  Burgos 
H-Bday:  Michael 
VanKradenburg 
Facing  History 
Leam-a-lhon 


H-Bdays:  Eben 
Bumhamsnyder,  Peter 
Disanto,  John  Wong 
National  Latin  Exa 


REPORT  CARDS 
Bday:  Michael  Hannon 
H-Bdays:  Paul  McNeil, 
i  lEmoverere  Okiwe 
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HALF  DAY 

National  Greek  Exa 
Bday:  Ryan  Kelley 
H-Bday:  Chris  Graul 


Foreign  Language 
Declamation 
H-Bday:  David  Voldan 

ARGO  EDITOR 
DAY 


REPORT 
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nitco 


Japanese  Theater  Group 
H-Bdays:  Ben 
Cohen-Leadholm,  Keenan 
Shelley 


10 


All  Day  Youth 
Summit 

H-Bday:  Margot  "Most 
Outspoken”  Demore 


iry 


it 


Jack  Kerouac,  1922 


* 
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Earmuffs  Invented 
Japanese  Theater  Group 
H-Bday:  Ana  Cardoso 


13 


STUDENT  COUNCIL 
MEETING 
Bday:  Sylvia  Eng 
H-Bdays:  Shawanda  Carr, 
Chang  Foo,  Devone  "Next 
BLS  Headmaster"  Tucker 


14 


Beware  of  the  Ides  of 
March 

Japanese  Theater  Group 
Bdays:  Phillo  Douglas, 
Stephen  Wong 


w 


15 


Full  Sap  Moon 
4th  Public 
Declamation 
H-Bday:  Joseph  O'Toole 


16 


in 


NO  SCHOOL  St  Patrick  s 
/  Evacuation  Day 
Bdays:  Aisha  Ray, 

Jennifer  Sheenan,  Jalene 
Tamerat  H-Bdays:  Tonita 
Lungelow,  Matthew 
Wertz,  Jenny 
Wong  y 


MIT's  CRISIS 

Bday:  Stephen  "Cutest” 

Chan 


© 


18 


2  Months  Until  Senior 
Sign  Out 

H-Bdays:  Kamilah  "Best 
Rear  View”  Drummand, 
Halona  Mui,  Brian  Noyes 


Spring  Starts 

H-Bday:  Bryant  Rodriguez 


Bday:  Shawn  Aylward 
H-Bday:  Larisa  Yee 


Japanese  Visitors 
H-Bday:  Meredith  Kaizer 


Bdays:  Erin  "Best 
Looking"  Chalmers, 
Catherine  Evans,  Karen 
Lee 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


Fashion  Talent  Show 
Bday:  Valerie  Pasternak 
Houdini  1874 


24 


City  Science  Fair 
Bday:  Romelia  Salazar 
H-Bdays:  Ora  Colb, 
Rebeccah  Donovan, 
Adrienne  Hickox,  Matt 
Smith 
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25 


H-Bday:  Catherine  Mak 


H-Bdays:  Adjoa  Edzie, 
Marie  McLaughlin, 
Phatiwe  Cohen,  Karif 
Griffin 


H-Bday:  Nancy  Mui 


Coca-Cola  1886 
Bday:  Katheryn  "Biggest 
Ego"  "Class  Couple" 
Santiago 


New  Moon 

H-Bday:  Brendan  Phalan 


f 


26 


27 


28 


OJl 

o 

O  i 


29 


d 


30 


HALF  DAY 
Sute  Mathematic  League 
Pot  Luck  Supper 
Vox  Iuvenum 
Bdays:  Mary  Conneely, 
Patrick  Minihane,  Eric 
Holland 

$  ,  31 


ARGO 

1995 


This  month  starts  the  Senior's  last  term  at  Latin 


Latin  Quest 


•  Elizabeth  Greenwood, HI 

Welcome  to  Boston  Latin  Quest 
I  -Quest  for  the  Cap.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  advanced  role-playing  ad¬ 
venture  games  ever.  You  take  the 
part  of  a  Student,  a  mystical  being 
with  amazing  powers  and  stamina. 
You  have  been  selected  to  brave  the 
ancient  labyrinth  known  as  ...  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School.  Armed  only  with 
your  elementary  school  knowledge, 
you  must  navigate  in  long  corridors. 


solve  the  ancient  puzzle  of  Room 
Numbers  (where  is  the  hidden  room 
227  if  it  is  not  after  226?),  find  an 
unlocked  bathroom,  complete  fiend¬ 
ish  task  each  night  which  rival  the 
labors  of  Hercules,  and  at  last  reach 
that  elusive  goal ...  The  Graduation 
Cap.  You  will  meet  many  strange 
creatures  -  some  friend,  some  foe. 
You  must  decide  if  the  Fivesie  is 
really  trying  to  help  you,  and,  if  so, 


where  that  fourth  floor  swimming 
pool  is.  Give  the  term  paper  to  the 
disorganized  teacher,  but  have  sev¬ 
eral  witness  or  beware  ...  she  may 
claim  ignorance  of  its  existence  only 
moments  later!  Some  teachers  will 
try  to  make  you  succumb  to  the  numb¬ 
ing  boredom  of  the  Educational 
Video,  a  twisted  collection  of  perky 
people  from  the  seventies,  nonsensi¬ 
cal  images,  and  unimaginably  hor¬ 


rible  music....  do  not  give  in!  Navi¬ 
gate  the  mind-boggling  bureaucy  of 
passes,  permission  slips,  and  grade 
changes,  powered  by  a  force  far  be¬ 
yond  your  control.  Take  care — your 
power  and  stamina,  though  superhu¬ 
man,  are  not  inexhaustible.  If  you  do 
not  get  the  required  amount  of  sleep 
each  night  (two  hours)  you  may  be 
one  of  the  lucky  few  who  can  step 
onto  that  stage  and  wear ...  the  Gradu¬ 


ation  Cap!  When  you  complete  this 
game,  move  on  to  Boston  Latin  Quest 
II  -  This  College  Charges  How  Much 
Per  Term?\  Note:  There  is  not  now, 
nor  will  there  ever  be,  a  hint  book  for 
the  Boston  Latin  Quest  Series.  You 
can  call  our  hot  line  (1-900-BLS- 
HELP)  for  technical  glitches  as  many 
times  as  you  want;  it  is  answered  on 
a  purely  random  basis. 


Coming 

Next 

Issue 

•  Part  2  of  "Race:  The 
Final  Frontier" 

•  "Getting  a  Free  Ride" 
The  dishonesty  & 
greed  behind  BLS' 
free-loaders 

•  The  search  for  a  new 
BPS  Super  Intendent 

•  Sports,  Updates, 
Reviews 

•  and  much  much 
more... 


A  FAMILY  BUSINESS  FOR 

OVER  A  QUARTER  CENTURY 

% 

Jan  Crosby 

TONY’S  MARKET 

RE/MAX  First  Realty,  Inc. 

Independently  Owned  and  Operated 

FRESHL  Y  CUT  MBA  T 

1 1 88  Centre  Street,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  02159 

IMPOR  TED  COLD  CUTS  ■  GROCERIES 

Office:  (617)244-4499 

Toll  Free:  (800)437-4499 

24  Hr.  Voice  Mail:  (617)446-7205 
Home  Office:  (617)327-5960 

4253  WASHINGTON  STREET 

ROSLINDALE,  MA  02131  (617)323-7313 

When  experience  counts... 

call  Jan  Crosby 

Education  Reform  New  Expulsion  Policy 

INSIDEt  The  Final  Frontier  Part  2 

Bible  Club  Battle  Sports  and  more..* 


Volume  XXIV,  Issue  4  78  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur  *  Boston,  Massachusetts  » April-May  1995  12  Pages,  Free 


German  &  French  Exchange  Programs 

Exchanging  More  than  Words 


A  Visit  to  Brookline  High  School 

Inside  BLS '  Suburban  Counterpart 


Map  of  France. 


there  to  leave  class  or  to  be 
misguided...the  students  need  to 
leam  self-discipline,”  says  Ellen 
Kaplovitz,  the  coordinator  of 
Brookline  High’s  “School  Within 
a  School”  program. 

Indeed,  it  seems  that  BHS 
students  have  great  self-discipline. 
While  it’s  true  that  the  open  cam¬ 
pus  can  sometimes  lead  to  trouble, 
for  the  most  part  students  simply 
take  advantage  of  their  freedom  to 
find  a  quiet  place  to  relax,  study, 
or  spend  time  with  friends,  which 
seems  to  remove  a  lot  of  the  stress 
from  an  average  school  day  and 
make  the  learning  process  more 
comfortable. 

There  is  a  philosophy  at  BHS 
that  learning  requires  a  good  deal 
of  interaction  between  teachers 
andstudents.  Unlike  Latin  School, 
you  won’t  find  the  platforms  at 
the  front  of  the  classroom  for  teach- 
ers’  desks  -  platforms  which  have 
come  to  symbolize  a  Latin  School 
philosophy  of  children  being  seen 
and  not  heard  as  the  teacher  lec¬ 
tures. 

BROOKLINE  HIGH’S  EX¬ 
PERIMENT  IN  DEMOC¬ 
RACY 

On  April  7,  Martin  Espada  -  a 
Latino  poet  and  professor  at 
UMASS  Amherst  -  has  come  to 
share  his  writing  with  a  poetry 
class  in  Brookline  High’s  experi¬ 
ment  in  democracy,  the  “School 


Map  of  Germany. 


•  David  Voldan,  I 

“There  is  no  better  way  to  leam 
a  foreign  language  and  understand 
other  cultures  than  to  participate  in 
a  foreign  exchange  program,” 
comments  Ms.  Brun  as  she  reflects 
on  the  success  of  this  year’s 
exchange  programs,  where  students 
from  Germany  and  France  got  a 
chance  to  visit  BLS. 

Ms.  Monique  Brun,  along  with 
retired  Latin  school  Master  Mr. 


Samuel  DeMerit,  organized  and  ran 
the  programs  with  added  support 
from  Mr.  Contompasis  and  the 
Latin  School  faculty. 

First  came  the  Germans, 
landing  at  Logan  on  March  23rd, 
then  came  the  French  on  April  3rd. 
They  each  stayed  for  roughly  2 
weeks  sampling  BLS  life  as  well  as 
traveling  throughout  the  city  on 
various  group  excursions. 

continued  on  page  8 


The  main  building  at  BHS,  above,  and  BLS  at  top  right. 


Within  a  School”  program,  which  fitting  in  this  relaxed  environment. 
hasexistedsincel969.  It’saproject  Espada  is  an  eloquent  man, 


•Tom  Kiley,  II 
Photographs  by 
Allans  Taranto,  I 

Brookline  High  School  isn’t  much 
like  Boston  Latin  School,  al¬ 
though  at  both  places  it’s  hard  for 
students  to  find  parking  early  in 
the  mornings;  despite  the  fact  that 
it’s  in  a  residential  neighborhood, 
the  Brookline  Police  have  posted 
signs 


A  SPECIAL  REPORT 


on  every  pole  warning  motorists 
not  to  park  their  cars  on  the  street 
from  7  to  9  AM.  For  Brookline 
High  students,  that  poses  a  prob¬ 
lem  -  classes,  after  all,  start  at 
8:00. 

Some  students  who  drive  to 


school  are  lucky,  though.  If  they 
have  a  free  block  (BHS  calls  each 
class  a  “block”)  to  start  off  the  day, 
they  don’t  have  to  arrive  until  9:00 
AM,  thereby  slipping  past  the  po¬ 
lice  regulations. 

Latin  School  students  can’t 
imagine  walking  in  the  front  door 
unhindered  just  before  R2  if  they 
have  a  study  R1  -  instead,  a  late 
arrival  necessitates  enduring  the 
procedure  of  obtaining  one  of  those 
pink  passes  that  serves  as  a  veri¬ 
table  get-out-of-jail-free  card.  At 
BHS,  it’s  all  a  part  of  their  open 
campus  policy,  where  students  are 
free  to  leave  and  come  back  at  their 
leisure  during  free  blocks  and  at 
lunchtime  after  the  first  semester  of 
freshman  year,  as  long  as  they  have 
parental  approval  and  maintain  a 
1.7  GPA.  “Because  people  have 
open  campus,  the  opportunity  is 


which  accepts  one  hundred  stu¬ 
dents  from  a  considerably  larger 
pool  of  applicants,  and  those  stu¬ 
dents  share  their  classes  in  a  par¬ 
ticularly  casual  environment, 
where  couches  often  replace  desks. 
It’s  a  project  which,  frankly,  could 
only  survive  in  a  largely  liberal 
town  like  Brookline. 

At  the  poetry  reading,  Beth 
Thompson,  the  teacher,  is  setting 
up  more  chairs  in  a  circle  to  create 
an  intimate  atmosphere  between 
the  students  and  their  guest.  Th¬ 
ompson  is  an  energetic  woman  who 
has  clearly  developed  a  bond  with 
her  students.  One  girl  bounds  into 
the  room  and  says  to  Thompson,  “I 
like  your  tights!”  referring  to  the 
striped  tights  the  teacher  is  wear¬ 
ing  with  her  black  skirt  and  blue 
shirt  -  fairly  casual  attire,  most 


who  attracts  his  audience’s  atten¬ 
tion  immediately  by  deadpanning 
while  speaking  about  his  child¬ 
hood:  “My  mother  was  a 
Jehovah’s  Witness  -  imagine  al¬ 
ready  having  one  in  the  house!” 
The  students  hang  on  each  word, 
and  any  outsider  would  see  it 
immediately:  learning  happens 
here.  When  the  class  ends,  some¬ 
thing  else  that  is  a  big  part  of  any 
Latin  School  class  is  missing:  the 
taking  of  attendance.  But  some¬ 
how,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
anyone  wouldn’  t  show  up  for  this. 

The  homeroom  for  students 
in  SWS  is  referred  to  commonly 
as  the  lounge.  There  are  couches, 
a  computer,  and  a  stereo.  Stu¬ 
dents  have  hung  posters  of  idols 
on  the  walls. 

Continued  on  page  4 
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Editors  Note 


I  volunteered  to  write  this 
issue’s  editor’s  note  because  I  am 
the  photo  editor  and  don’t  usually 
have  much  to  do  with  the  “news” 
that  is  the  Argo.  David  has  each  of 
us  little  editors  write  a  note  because 
he  never  wants  to  write  it,  even 
though  he  is  the  big  papa  of  us  all. 
This  issue  is  focused  on  education: 
Julia  writes  about  what  living  in  the 
US  is  like  for  her  compared  to  Ger¬ 
many;  we  interviewed  some  of  the 
three-week  exchange  students  from 
Germany  and  France;  Tom  and  I 
went  to  Brookline  High  to  check 
out  their  ways  of  schooling;  and 
Devone  (heard  across  America) 
Tucker  finishes  his  article  on  Race. 
Plus  there’s  always  the  compelling 
and  controversial  articles  for  which 
the  Argo  is  famous! 

Most  of  my  class  is  getting 
ready  to  go  onto  college,  which  for 
some  of  us  doesn’t  sound  so  ap¬ 
pealing  after  six  draining  years  of 
Latin.  However  even  though  I  can’t 
wait  to  put  it  behind  me,  I  wouldn’t 
be  who  I  am  without  these  six  years 
backing  me.  I  had  a  difficult  time 
choosing  between  Art  school  and  a 


liberal  arts  school.  It  ended  up 
being  a  decision  between  blue- 
green  and  green-blue.  It  all  de¬ 
pended  on  what  shade  of  teal  I 
ultimately  wanted.  Even  if  I  had 
someone  to  facilitate  the  decision, 
it  was,  in  the  end,  my  choice.  I 
opted  for  the  liberal  arts,  actually 
one  of  the  most  liberal  (ouch,  I 
know  that  hurts  you  Quaime)  Lib¬ 
eral  Arts  school.  Part  of  me  feels 
that  the  traditional  academic  driven 
Latin  school  side  won,  and  that  I 
shouldn  ’  t  put  art  on  the  back  burner 
for  another  four  years.  Talking  to 
some  friends  and  a  few  artists  I 
realized  the  importance  of  build¬ 
ing  a  strong  classical  education 
and  studying  languages  and  writ¬ 
ten  communication.  In  addition  to 
educating  myself,  it  will  keep  me 
from  running  out  of  things  to  do 
with  my  artwork.  I  can  now  fully 
appreciate  Ms.  Durkin’s  claim  that 
being  educated  or  at  least  appear¬ 
ing  educated  is  crucial  in  life. 

Photography  Editor 
Allana  Taranto 
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News 


Education  Reform: 
More  School  in  Sight? 


Summer  Programs 


•Marianne  Stanlunas,  II 

Let’s  be  honest.  We  have  all 
heard  the  words  “Education  Re¬ 
form”  ad  nauseam;  yet  for  most  of 
us,  these  words  have  little  or  no 
meaning;  no  one  has  provided  BLS 
students  with  any  definite  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  what  impact  these  words 
will  have  on  our  school,  on  our 
education.  Recently,  I  spoke  to  Mr. 
Habers troh  in  an  attempt  to  unravel 
the  mystery  surrounding  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Reform.  Mr.  Haberstroh  heads 
a  committee  of  BLS  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  attempting  to  evaluate 
the  requirements  for  each  school  as 
outlined  in  the  Education  Reform 
Bill,  to  determine 
what  effect  they 
will  have  at  BLS, 
and  to  consider 
different  options 
of  methods  for 
making  the  nec¬ 
essary  changes  to 
our  schedule  by  the  specified  time. 
He  provided  me  with  as  much  infor¬ 
mation  as  is  available  at  this  time, 
which  consists  of  very  fewdefinites, 
because  the  bottom  line  in  Educa¬ 
tion  Reform  is  that  the  bottom  line  is 
constantly  shifting  with  every 
change  in  the  “political  winds.” 
Using  the  sketchy  information  pro¬ 
vided,  I  can  outline  the  basics. 

The  Education  Reform  Bill 
states,  more  definitely  than  anything 
else,  that  by  September  1996,  each 
school  must  be  prepared  to  imple¬ 
ment  a  plan  to  provide  each  student 
with  330  “Time-On-Task”  minutes 
per  day,  which  works  out,  based  on 
a  180day  school  year,  to 990 “Time- 
on-  Task”  hours  per  year.  The  defi¬ 
nition  of  “Time-On-Task,”  i.e., 
which  courses  would  fit  into  this 
category,  is  ambiguous,  but  by  the 
definition  which  the  committee  at 
our  school  has  accepted,  a  Boston 
Latin  student,  on  average,  has  only 
720  ‘Time-On-Task”  hours  in  his/ 
ha-  present  yearly  schedule  though 
he/she  attends  school  990  hours  a 
year. 

The  committee  is  currently  con¬ 
sidering  the  many  different  possible 
ways  of  rearranging  our  basic  sched¬ 
ule  at  BLS,  looking  at  the  schedules 
of  other  high  schools  such  as  Lin- 
coln-Sudbury,  Needham,  and 
Roxbury  Latin  for  comparison,  and 
hopes  to  be  able  to  present  a  . 
comprehensive  report  with  recom¬ 
mendations”  of  up  to  ten  different 
options  to  the  School  Site  Council 
and  to  Mr.  Contompasis  by  the  end 
of  this  school  year.  One  of  the  plans 
which  will  be  featured  prominently 
on  this  list  is  the  extension  of  the 
school  day,  to  included  seven  length¬ 
ened  periods.  However,  there  are 
some  serious  problems  inherent  in 
this  plan  such  as  the  matter  of  find¬ 
ing  time  for  sports  and  other  extra¬ 
curricular  activities  after  school. 
These  activities  are  obviously  a  vi¬ 
tal  and  necessary  part  of  most  stu¬ 
dents’  lives,  and  extending  the  school 
day  would  limit  the  amount  of  time 
students  would  have  for  participa¬ 
tion  in  them,  considering  all  of  the 
other  things,  like  homework,  which 


students  are  required  to  sched¬ 
ule  into  their  already-too-short 
afternoons.  Considering  this,  an  - 
other  plan  on  the  table  is  a  com¬ 
plete  change  in  the  basic  sched¬ 
ule  at  BLS  which  would  not 
require  any  increase  of  the  num  - 
ber  of  school  hours  per  day, 
rather  an  increase  of  the  amount 
of  time  in  each  class.  Each 
student  would  take  eight  classes 
scheduled  in  double  period,  80 
minute  blocks,  over  a  two  day 
period:  four  classes  on  the  first 
day,  and  the  other  four  on  the 
second.  According  to  Mr. 
Haberstroh,  the  committee  is 


strongly  considering  this  plan 
and  it  does  not  seem  presump¬ 
tuous  to  anticipate  a  favorable 
reaction  by  the  School  Site 
Council  and  the  Headmaster  to 
it,  with  its  advantages  over  the 
first,  namely  that  it  allows  for 
more  instruction  time  in  each 
class,  takes  into  account  the  990 
hour  requirement,  and  would 
still  leave  enough  time  at  the 
end  of  the  day  for  ex  tra-curric  u- 
lar  activities. 

Whatever  plan  is  imple¬ 
mented  at  BLS  in  1996  may, 
however,  need  to  be  modified 
even  further,  as  in  the  future 
individual  schools  will  no  longer 
be  responsible  for  determining 
what  courses  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  thedefinition  of  Time- 
On-Task.”  The  state  may  dic¬ 
tate  to  schools  what  courses 
must  be  taught  and  what  courses 
cannot  be  given  “Time-On- 
Task”  credit,  and  determine  a 
basic  curriculum  for  all  schools 
under  its  jurisdiction.  Presently, 


•Malka  Older,  I 

Under  a  new  state  law  the 
authority  to  hold  expulsion  hear¬ 
ings  has  shifted  from  the  super¬ 
intendent  to  the  principal/head¬ 
master  as  part  of  the  decentral¬ 
izing  trend. 

In  the  past  the  principal/ 
headmaster  could  only  make  a 
recommendation  for  an  expul¬ 
sion  hearing.  Now  she  or  he 
holds  a  hearing  which  is  re¬ 
viewed  by  the  Superintendent. 
Results  of  the  original  hearing 
are  usually  overturned  only  on 
grounds  of  procedural  error.  The 
change  was  implemented 
largely  as  an  expedient  to  the 
sometimes  lengthy  process. 

The  law  also  includes  a 


another  committee  of  teachers  and 
other  people  involved  in  education 
throughout  Massachusetts,  is  work¬ 
ing  on  developing  this  ‘Time-On- 
Task”  curriculm  basing  it  on  se  ven+ 
core  subjects  which  originally  did 
not  include  art,  and  may  not  include 
subjects  like  music,  physical  edu¬ 
cation,  or  other  aspects  of  the  typi¬ 
cal  schedule  such  as  independent 
study  time  for  students.  Subjects 
not  defined  as  “Time-On-Task” 
would  have  to  be  incorporated  into 
the  schedule  as  extra  hours,  beyond 
the  990,  or  dropped  from  the 
schools’  curriculum. 

Considering  how  greatly  the 
schedule/ 
curriculum 
changes  ne¬ 
cessitated  by 
the  Educa¬ 
tion  Reform 
Bill  will  ef¬ 
fect  BLS  stu¬ 
dents,  currently  sophomores  and 
below,  it  seems  that  we  as  a  student 
body  would  not  be  out  of  line  to 
request  at  least  some  involvement 
in  the  process  determining  what 
course  these  changes  will  take.  The 
committee  of  BLS  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  that  is  exploring  the  schedul¬ 
ing  options  meet  every  other 
Wednesday  afternoon  for  several 
hours,  and  to  allow  one  or  two  stu¬ 
dents  to  have  some  role  in  the  dis¬ 
cussions  at  these  meetings,  at  least 
on  an  occasional  basis,  and  then  to 
permit  these  students  to  inform  the 
student  body  on  the  matters  dis¬ 
cussed,  would  be  a  pertinent  move 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  in 
order  to  ensure  that  all  of  the  plans 
presented  at  the  end  of  the  year 
adequately  reflect  the  needs  of  the 
BLS  students.  There  are  very  few 
definites  in  the  whole  situation  at 
the  present  time,  as  I  stated  earlier, 
but  we  have  a  right  to  know  exactly 
what  is  going  to  happen  at  BLS. 
They  are,  after  all,  reforming  our 
education. 


change  in  the  offenses  for  which 
expulsion  is  mandatory,  a  result  of 
cases  in  which  a  student  returned  to 
school  after  committing  and  being 
indicted  for  a  violent  crime.  The 
expulsion  penalty  itself  has  not 
changed. 

Attention  was  called  to  the 
change  in  policy  due  to  the  large 
number  of  seniors  involved  in  ex¬ 
pulsion  hearings  this  year.  Four 
seniors  were  charged  with  expul¬ 
sion  offenses  this  year,  a  number 
that  the  Headmaster  calls  “unheard 
of.”  Headdsthatthe  unusually  high 
number  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
policy  change,  but  instead  simply 
reflects  on  the  character  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  involved.  All  four  received 
disciplinary  transfers.  Two  are 
pending  legal  action. 


•  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  III 

Summer  is  fast  approach¬ 
ing  (as  unlikely  as  that  some¬ 
times  seems),  and  it  is  time  once 
again  to  plan  one’s  activities. 
However  appealing  the  prospect 
of  doing  absolutely  nothing  may 
seem  right  now,  boredom  is  a 
common  problem  during  those 
long  months  of  vacation.  Rather 
than  brushing  up  on  one’s  soaps, 
why  not  take  advantage  of  the 
many  programs  available 
through  our  school  to  obtain  em¬ 
ployment?  With  opportunities 
such  as  the  P.I.C,  the  Private 
Industry  Council,  there  is  no 
excuse  for  inactivity. 

The  P.I.C.,  founded  in  1979 
based  on  ideas  set  forth  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter,  is  a  alliance  between 
community  leaders  and  business 
leaders  created  in  order  to  in¬ 
crease  employment  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  citizens  of  Boston. 
Through  a  series  of  agreements 
with  local  colleges  and  trade 
unions,  the  P.I.C.  gives  gradu¬ 
ates  of  public  schools  in  Boston 
an  advantage  when  applying  for 
jobs  and  fellowships,  and  pro¬ 
vides  for  counselors  in  the  school 
to  assist  student  with  job  hunt¬ 
ing.  In  our  school,  that  service  is 
provided  by  Mr.  Gray  in  room 
133. 

As  fascinating  as  I’m  sure 
all  this  background  information 
is,  at  this  point  you  are  no  doubt 
wondering,  “How  does  this  ap¬ 
ply  to  me?”  The  P.I.C.  program 
in  our  school  can  help  you  gain 
experience,  which  anyone  who 
has  ever  attempted  to  write  a 
resume  understands  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  important.  Employers 
are  looking  for  student  who  have 
proven  their  ability  to  file,  do 
clerical  work,  help  out  around 
the  office,  and  to  just  generally 


be  responsible.  A  job  can  fill  the 
hours  of  boredom  during  the  year 
as  well  as  during  the  summer,  and 
can  fill  a  more  important  need  for 
many  people:  money.  Employees 
hired  through  the  P.I.C.  are  paid, 
although  not  as  much  as  their  adult 
counterparts.  Approximately  eighty 
students  in  our  school  participate 
in  the  P.I.C.  programs  during  the 
school  year,  while  two  hundred  and 
sixty  students  are  involved  during 
the  summer.  Dozens  of  students 
take  advantage  of  workshops  teach¬ 
ing  interviewing  and  resume  writ¬ 
ing  skills. 

If  a  real  job  earning  money 
and  acquiring  valuable  experience 
seems  much  more  tempting  than 
completing  a  certain  Latin  assign¬ 
ment,  keep  in  mind  that  the  P.I.C. 
program  has  expectation  of  a  stable 
academic  record  as  well  as  quality 
performance  on  the  job.  Part  of  the 
application  procedure  to  any  P.I.C. 
job  is  the  submission  of  a  report 
card,  and  subsequent  report  cards 
are  monitored.  Each  employee  must 
sign  a  guide  to  behavior  on  the  job, 
the  first  item  of  which  states,  “Your 
academic  record  at  BLS  should  be 
your  first  priority.”  Mr.  Gray  en¬ 
courages  students  who  feel  taxed 
by  keeping  up  with  their  job  and 
academic  responsibilities  to  come 
to  him,  and  tries  to  work  out  a 
schedule  with  each  student. 

The  P.I.C.  is  independent  of 
Boston  Latin  School.  It  is  acitywide 
program,  headed  by  local  CEOs 
and  community  leaders.  Although 
Mr.  Gray  feels  that  the  program 
should  be  expanded  to  include  all 
the  students  who  are  interested, 
P.I.C.  is  a  major  step  forward  for 
student  employment  opportunities. 
If  you’re  feeling  a  growing  tug  of 
apathy  as  July  and  August  ap¬ 
proach,  or  if  you  are  interested  in 
more  specific  information,  se  Mr. 
Gray  in  room  133. 


Jan  Crosby 
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1 1 88  Centre  Street, 

Newton,  Massachusetts,  D2159 

Office:  (617)244-4499 
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24  Hr.  Voice  Mail:  (617)446-7205 
Home  Office:  (617)327-5960 

When  experience  counts... 
call  Jan  Crosby 


...we  have  the  right  to  know  exactly  what  is 
going  to  happen  at  BLS.  They  are,  after  all, 
reforming  our  education. 


Policy  on  Expulsion 
Changes 

Headmaster  Wields  More  Power 
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Sumus  Primi,  but  Brookline 


Continued  from  page  1 

At  any  given  time,  there  is  a 
handful  of  students  here,  and  even 
when  unsupervised,  they  commit 
themselves  to  studying  or,  at  least, 
respecting  others  who  are  study¬ 
ing  by  keeping  quiet.  Everyone  is 
and  expects  to  be  treated  with  re¬ 
spect. 

THE  CLIMATE  AT 
BROOKLINE  HIGH 
SCHOOL 

The  rest  of  BHS  is  certainly 
more  traditional  than  S  WS ,  though 
a  feeling  of  comfort  and  familiar¬ 
ity  runs  through  the  whole  build¬ 
ing.  In  Mr.  Shuman’s  English  class, 
everyone  is  again  seated  in  a  circle, 
speaking  intensely  about 
Hawthorne’s  “The  Black  Veil.” 
Shuman  nearly  jumps  around  the 
room  while  enthusiastically  involv¬ 
ing  all  the  students  in  the  conversa¬ 
tion.  During  a  pop  quiz,  Shuman 
begins  humming  the  Jeopardy! 
theme  song,  sending  a  ripple  of 
laughter  across  the  room.  When 


"...there  are 
more  important 
things  than 
worrying  about 
whether  some¬ 
one  is  wearing  a 
hat  in  the  class¬ 
room says  one 
English  teacher 
at  BHS 


Shuman  issued  a  two  sentence 
maximum  for  the  answer  to  one  of 
the  questions,  a  clever  student 
joked:  “Can  we  use  semi-colons 
and  stuff  to  make  the  sentence 
longer?” 

This  isn’t  an  honors  groups; 
BHS  doesn’t  separate  the  students 
out  into  different  English  classes 
the  way  Latin  does.  “We  think 
there  is  significant  growth  that  takes 
place  in  high  school,”  says  Susan 
Moran,  the  chair  of  the  English 


Department.  “We  don’t  want  stu¬ 
dents  to  feel  stuck  in  a  particular 
level  because  that’s  where  they 
started  out  as  freshmen.”  In  fact, 
according  to  Moran,  BHS  offers 
no  AP  English  course,  but  most 
BHS  students  receive  enough  train¬ 
ing  in  their  regular  English  classes 
to  be  able  to  earn  a  4  or  5  on  the 
AP.  Exam. 

When  the  class  ends,  the  sound 


of  a  bell  is  curiously  absent  -  in¬ 
stead,  teachers  themselves  dismiss 
the  classes  at  the  proper  time,  as 
displayed  by  the  clocks  in  each 
room  -  all  of  which  function  prop¬ 
erly. 

AVERTING  CHAOS  WHILE 
ABSTAINING  FROM 
“PETTY  TYRANNY” 

At  Brookline  High 
School,  students  wander 
the  corridors  freely, 
sometimes  sitting  down 
and  leaning  against  their 
lockers  to  read  or  to 
study  -  but  their  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  corridor  is 
not  disruptive.  They 
aren’t  allowed  to  wear 
Walkmen  in  the  corri¬ 
dors,  in  an  attempt  to  promote  a 
more  sociable,  communicative 
climate.  Students  are  allowed  to 
wear  these  devices  in  the  library, 
the  cafeteria,  or  the  quad,  as  long 
as  they  aren’t  audible  to  others. 
Dr.  Robert  Weintraub,  headmas¬ 
ter  at  BHS,  keeps  himself  avail¬ 
able  and  visible  to  the  students, 
who  fondly  refer  to  him  as  “Dr. 
Bob.” 

Hats  aren’t  allowed,  but  fac¬ 
ulty  members  aren’t  bent  on  forc¬ 
ing  students  to  remove  them.  “I 
think  there  are  more  important 
things  than  worrying  about 
whether  someone  is  wearing  a  hat 
in  the  classroom,”  says  one  En¬ 
glish  teacher  at  BHS.  At  Latin 
School,  it  seems  that  the  faculty 
sometimes  makes  too  big  an  issue 
about  nabbing  a  student  outside  of 
class  without  a  pass,  or  confiscat¬ 
ing  a  Walkman.  School  is  a  place 
students  should  enjoy  being,  where 
education  is  both  fun  and  infor¬ 
mative  -  and  this  is  the  atmosphere 
one  finds  at  BHS,  where  it’s  clear 
that  administration  is  not  the  war¬ 
den,  teachers  are  not  the  guards, 
and  students  are  certainly  not  the 
prisoners. 

That’s  not  to  say  that  BHS 
officials  don’t  have  any  concerns 
about  safety  and  order  -  with  a 
student  body  of  roughly  1700, 
there  is  a  need  for  certain  security 
measures.  Charles  Webb,  the 
Dean  of  Students  at  BHS,  says 
frankly  that  “weapons  are  not  a 
problem  because  we  do  not  have 
kids  being  apprehended  with 
weapons.”  According  to  Webb, 
there  have 
been  no  inci¬ 
dents  involv¬ 
ing  a  handgun 
during  his  ten¬ 
ure  at  the 
school,  and 
seldom  have 
there  been  any 
problems  with 
knives.  Kids 
bring  guns  to 
school  when 
they  feel  unsafe,  and  students  at 
BHS  feel  safe,  says  Webb.  How¬ 
ever  the  Sagamore,  a  BHS  news¬ 
paper,  recently  reported  a  number 
of  arrests  of  B  HS  students  on  drug 
charges  by  Brookline  police.  The 
newspaper  calls  crime  at  BHS  “a 
growing  concern,”  a  problem 
which  Dr.  Weintraub  angrily  de¬ 
clares  to  be  a  “violation  of  the 
community  [and]  the  values  we 


have.” 

The  students  who  were  ar¬ 
rested  were  reportedly  appre¬ 
hended  by  undercover  Brookline 
police  officers,  who  had  been  in 
the  school  area  for  a  brief  time;  the 
reason  for  their  presence  is  undis¬ 
closed.  Two  full  time  employees 


The  Field. 


Quadrangle  within  Main  Bldg. 


of  the  Brookline  Public  School 
system  -  a  man  and  a  woman  - 
serve  security  details  at  the  school. 
According  to  Moran,  the 
plainclothes  officers  keep  a  fairly 
low  profile,  are  very  friendly,  and 
maintain  positive  relationships 
with  the  student  population.  Theirs 
is  not  a  position  to  intimidate,  but 
to  protect. 

For  smaller  offenses  -  disrupt¬ 
ing  a  class,  throwing  a  snowball, 
skateboarding  through  a  corridor  - 
BHS  sends  students  to  detention. 
Conspicuously  absent  is  the  infa¬ 
mous  misdemeanor  mark,  a  favor¬ 
ite  weapon  of  the  Latin  School 
faculty.  There  is  also  a  procedure 
for  students  who  have  excessive 
unexcused  absences  from  class, 
whereby  any  student  who  misses 
the  same  class  five  times  “N’s  out 
of  class”  -  that  is,  loses  credit  for 
the  entire  course  and  is  assigned  an 
alternative  block  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  Before  this  step  is 
taken,  however,  teachers  confer 
with  students  and  contact  parents. 
Webb  says  this  procedure  serves 
as  an  effective  deterrent. 

INCLUSION  AND  DIVERSITY 
IN  SCHOOL 

Boston  Latin  School  is,  per¬ 
haps,  one  of  the  most  diverse 
schools  in  the  nation.  BHS  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  a  predominantly  white, 
upper  middle  class  town  -  but  this 
demographic  isn’t  completely  re¬ 
flected  in  the  school.  There  are  a 
number  of  African  American  and 
Asian  American  and  Latino  stu¬ 
dents.  A  significant  part  of  the 
school  consists  of  students  of  Rus¬ 
sian  descent  as  well,  which  Webb 
attributes  to  an  influx  of  Russian 
immigrants  into  the  Brookline  area 
for  generations.  Brookline  High, 
in  fact,  offers  English  as  a  Second 
Language  in  levels  1, 2,  and  3  for 
Russian  students  and  students  from 
other  nations. 

BHS  was  also  a  pioneer,  along 
with  Newton,  in  the  Metco  pro¬ 
gram;  Webb  estimates  that  there 
are  sixty  students  who  attend 
Brookline  High  School  who  live  in 
Boston  and  are  a  part  of  the  Metco 
program.  Their  tuition  is  paid  by 
the  commonwealth.  The  Metco 
population  at  BHS,  as  well  as  at 
Newton  Public  Schools,  is  sub¬ 
stantially  larger  than  at  other  sub¬ 
urban  schools,  because  of  their  ac¬ 
cessibility  on  the  MBTA. 

Brookline  High  doesn’t  only 


welcome  people  of  different 
ethnicities,  but  also  people  with 
disabilities.  BHS  officials  strive 
to  help  students  with  disabilities 
succeed  in  regular  classes  with 
other  students,  before  opting  for 
special  ed.  Webb  sums  it  up  best 
when  he  says  that  “inclusion  is 
the  word  in  education 
today.”  The  entire 
school  is  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  and  Brookline 
provides  vans  equipped 
to  carry  wheelchairs  for 
students  at  BHS. 

BROADENED  HORI¬ 
ZONS  AT  BHS 

The  campus  at 
Brookline  High  School 
includes  a  greenhouse, 
a  football  field,  one  indoor  pool, 
three  gyms,  three  indoor  tennis 
courts,  a  weight  room,  an  audito¬ 
rium,  two  dance  studios,  a  drama 
studio,  and  an  outdoor  quadrangle 
in  the  middle  of  the  main  building 
-  alt  providing  an  opportunity  for 
students  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  any  of  sixty- 
eight  athletic  teams 
(The  Brookline 
“Warriors”)  and 
fifty -eight  extra  cur¬ 
ricular  activities  -  all 
of  which  makes 
Dean  Webb  very 
proud  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  he  serves. 

Webb  is  an  out¬ 
going  man,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  Boston  Public  School 
system  who  makes  it  very  clear 
that  BHS  considers  both  sports 
and  the  arts  to  be  of  equal  impor¬ 
tance:  “There  should  never  be  a 
contest  over  which  is  more  im¬ 
portant.”  At  BHS,  both  areas 
receive  equal  funding.  “In  this 
time,  both  have  coexisted  beauti¬ 
fully,”  says  Webb.  Indeed,  BHS 
has  both  a  pool  building  and  a 
Unified  Arts  Building.  Students 
who  participate  in  a  sport  or  who 
take  dance  may  “contract  out”  of 
physical  education  class,  which  is 
otherwise  a  state  requirement. 

At  the  Unified  Arts  Building, 
students  can  take  courses  in  pho¬ 
tography,  electronics,  automotive 
repair,  printing  and  desktop  pub¬ 
lishing,  woodworking,  painting, 
and  technical  drawing  -  for  bud¬ 
ding  architects.  On  the  door  of 
one  of  the  classrooms  at  the  U  AB , 
there  is  a  sign  that  reads:  “It’s  a 
nice  hobby,  but  what  are  you  go¬ 
ing  to  do  for  a  living?  - 
Michelangelo’sFather,”  which  re¬ 
flects  the  serious  attitude  the  fac¬ 
ulty  here  has  towards  students 
exploring  their  creative  talents. 
Dean  Webb  calls  all  of  the  in¬ 
structors  in  both  the  visual  and 
performing  arts  “a  very  gifted 
group  of  staff.” 

S.  Christien  Polos  doesn’t 
seem  to  be  any  exception.  In 
addition  to  teaching  dance  classes, 
he  is  also  the  director  of  BHS’ 
most  recent  theatre  production, 
the  musical  Once  Upon  a  Mat¬ 
tress.  He  successfully  directed  a 
large  cast  of  actors/dancers/sing- 
ers  in  the  school’s  impressive  au¬ 
ditorium,  which  is  more  than  ad¬ 
equate  for  full  stage  productions 
such  as  Mattress.  For  more  ex¬ 


perimental  theatre,  students  can  also 
remove  to  the  Drama  Studio,  which 
holds  up  to  seventy  people.  Indeed, 
BHS  is  home  to  several  student  and 
faculty-directed  plays  each  year. 

Webb  does  admit,  however,  that  the 
music  department  needs  shaping  up. 
Afterawaveof  support  from  alumni 
and  parents,  Latin  School  expanded 
and  improved  its  music  department, 
which  has  evolved  into  one  of  the 
best  in  the  state.  But  at  BHS,  “if 
anything  has  really  died,  it’s  the 
instrumental.”  BHS  does  have  sev¬ 
eral  choirs,  including  a  gospel  choir 
with  seventy  students  which  rivals 
Boston  Latin  School’s. 

In  addition  to  the  huge  range  of 
courses  offered  at  BHS  -  their  cata¬ 
log  is  as  big  as  Harvard  Extension 
School  ’  s  -  there  is  also  a  plethora  of 
student  publications.  With  three 
newspapers  and  two  literary  jour¬ 
nals,  there  is  always  a  place  for 
students  to  have  a  voice,  according 
to  Moran.  Free  Speech  is  a  literary 
publication  of  SWS,  and  Refrac¬ 
tions  is  Brookline’s  version  of  The 


The  Pool. 

Register.  The  leading  newspaper  - 
the  first  and  the  only  which  is  inter¬ 
nally  funded,  is  the  Sagamore.  The 
Amaranth  and  the  Cadence  fell  in 
line  behind  it. 

BHS  faculty  members  are  al¬ 
ways  open  to  new  ideas  for  courses 
and  activities.  “That’s  the  thing...you 
can  start  new  activities  if  you  want 
them,”  says  Kerry  Conant,  a  sopho¬ 
more  at  BHS. 

One  aspect  of  life  at  Boston 
Latin  School  that  BHS  lacks,  how¬ 
ever,  is  location.  Situated  in  a  quiet 
residential  neighborhood  -  where 
one  advantage  is  space  for  a  playing 
field  -  Brookline  High  doesn’t  have 
the  close  proximity  to  cultural  and 
educational  institutions,  like  Mass 
Art,  the  MFA,  the  ISGA,  and  the 
Huntington  Theatre,  that  Latin 
School  students  take  for  granted. 
Though  Dean  Webb  attests  to  the 
fact  that  “there  is  no  problem”  with 
shipping  BHS  students  out  to  the 
city  in  yellow  busses,  the  extra  con¬ 
venience  of  field  trip  destinations 
being  within  walking  distance  from 
Latin  is  one  few  schools  enjoy. 

THE  RACE  FOR  HIGHER 
LEARNING 

Students  at  Brookline  High  are 
expected  to  work  hard.  Moran 
estimates  that  each  student  does  three 
to  five  hours  of  homework  per  night. 
Most  students  take  five  classes;  some 
choose  to  take  six.  To  graduate,  like 
Latin  School  students,  they  must 
submit  a  senior  research  paper. 
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Offers  Strong  Competition 


continued  from  previous  page 


Graduates  at  BHS  have  an 
impressive  track  record:  from  the 
class  of  1994,  six  went  to  Harvard, 
three  to  Brown,  three  to  Columbia, 
and  three  to  Dartmouth  -  to  name 
only  a  few  destinations  from  an 
extensive,  impressive  list.  Six  other 
graduates  went  into  the  armed 
forces,  while  eight  chose  to  spend 
their  year  in  community  service 
with  City  Year. 

INSIDE  AND  OUT:  THE  FUN¬ 
DAMENTAL  DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN  BHS  AND  BLS 


Longwood  Galleria,  obviously 
draws  much  of  its  business  from 
the  local  high  school. 

The  cafeteria  isn’t  the  only 
complaint  students  here  at  BHS 
have  about  the  physical  condi¬ 
tion  of  their  school  -  a  condition 
which  is  rapidly  deteriorating. 
James  Walsh,  the  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Brookline,  says  that 
“a  decision  on  reconstruction  or 
renovation  will  be  made  in  May 
or  June.”  If  the  choice  is  to  re¬ 
build,  school  officials  expect  a 
fee  soaring  as  high  as  sixty  mil¬ 


one  of  the  arts  studios  at  the  UAB. 


With  the  open 
campus  policy, 
students  often  eat 
out  at  lunchtime. 

According  to  the 
Cadence,  it’s  a 
good  thing  -  as  the 
paper  reported  in 
its  March  22  issue, 
there  simply  “isn’t 
enough  room”  in 
the  cafeteria. 

Where  do 
BHS  students 
dine?  AtSealey’s, 

“the  ‘PeachPit’  of 
Brookline  High,”  says  junior  Tina 
Gissin,  as  she  wheels  her  new  Jeep 
Grand  Cherokee  out  of  its  space  en 
route  to  this  high  school  hot  spot  - 
an  allusion  to  the  favorite  hangout 
of  thecastofTV’s“Beverly  Hills, 
90210.”  Sealey’s  is  basic,  cheap, 
fast  food  -  and  like  Sparr’s  or  the 


lion  dollars;  if  the  decision  is 
made  to  renovate,  officials  insist 
it  would  not  be  considered  for 
more  than  a  fee  of  thirty  million, 
reported  the  Sagamore. 

Indeed,  Boston  Latin  School 
-  except  for  the  bathrooms  -  is  in 
better  shape  than  the  main  build¬ 


ing  at  BHS,  given  Latin’s  own 
twenty-one  million  dollar  renova¬ 
tion  that  began  September  1 1 , 1988 
and  was  complete  by  1990.  BHS 
suffers  from  all  the  same  problems 
that  Latin  did  prior  to  renovation: 
old  windows  that  either  don’t  open 
or  close,  a  stubborn  heating  system 
that  sometimes  clicks  on  even 

during  the  warmest  summer  days, 
cracked  plaster  and  poor  paint  jobs. 

Both  buildings  are  very  simi¬ 
lar:  old,  staid  institutions  of  learn¬ 
ing.  The  architectural  integrity  of 
both  structures  was  a  big  argument 
for  renovation  instead  of  a  move  at 
Latin  in  1988,  and  is  a  big  argu¬ 
ment  for  renovation  instead  of 
demolition  at  BHS  today. 

What’ s  different  about  the  two 
schools  isn’t  the  physical  struc¬ 
ture,  it’s  the  method  of  learning 
that  goes  on  inside.  With  the  cen¬ 
turies  old,  conservative  curricu¬ 
lum  at  Latin,  any  student  who  can 
work  hard  on  their  own  -  who  is  a 
real  fighter  -  is  guaranteed  admis¬ 
sion  into  a  good  school.  At  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  year  old 
BHS,  a  more  democratic  and  radi¬ 
cal  curriculum  is  in  place  -  where 
it’s  the  responsibility  of  everyone 
to  see  that  students  are  accepted  at 
the  college  of  their  choice. 

Of  course,  there  are  reasons 
for  the  different  approaches.  BHS 
is  a  traditional  old-fashioned 
American  high  school  while  Latin 
is  solely  a  rigorous  college  prepa¬ 


ratory  school.  But  it’s  more  than 
that.  BHS  students  are  primarily 
a  privileged  group.  Living  in  one 
of  the  most  affluent  suburbs  of 
Boston,  most 
come  from 
homes  where 
they’ve  been 
dealt  a  hand  of 
all  aces.  The 
median  house¬ 
hold  income  in 
this  town  is 
$45,598.  In 
Boston,  that 
median  is 

much  lower  - 
$29,399*. 

What  Latin 
School  has  be¬ 
come  is  an  av¬ 
enue  of  oppor- 
tunity  for 

working  class 
families  who  want  the  best  for 
their  children  but  can’t  afford  the 
price  of  private  education.  Many 
of  these  families  have  to  deal  with 
the  compounded  problems  that 
arise  from  living  in  a  large  urban 
environment.  BHS  doesn’t  have 
the  pressure  of  often  being  the 
only  shoulder  to  rest  on  for  stu¬ 
dents  whose  fam  il  ies  sim  pi  y  can  ’  t 
give  them  the  support  they  need. 
BHS  students  have  already  been 
given  a  head  start. 

There  are  proponents  and  op¬ 
ponents  of  both  methods.  The 
most  reasonable  minds  prevail. 


however,  when  they  insist  that  the 
best  thing  for  each  school  to  do  is  to 
take  a  good,  hard  look  at  its  counter¬ 
part,  and  try  to  learn  something  from 
it.  If  we  shut 
ourselves  off  to 
new  ideas  in 
education, 
there  is  no  hope 
for  improve¬ 
ment  -  even 
though  there  is 
dire  need  for  it. 

THE  END 

At  2:15 
PM,  the  end  of 
the  school  day 
at  BHS,  Alice 
MacGillvray, 
Dean  Webb’s 
secretary, 
hums  along  to 
the  music  from  Annie  which  is  waft¬ 
ing  over  the  intercom.  The  music  is 
temporarily  interrupted  by  a 
student’s  voice,  who  gently  informs 
the  senior  college  hopefuls  that  it’s 
okay  even  if  their  favorite  school 
rejected  them,  because  it’s  simply 
not  the  most  important  thing. 


*Figures  obtained  from  the 
Brookline  Office  of  Planning  and 
Community  Development  and  the 
Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State’s 
Citizen  Information  Office. 


dancers  in  the  dance  studio. 
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Your  Student  Council  has  compiled  two  surveys  to  assess  how  you  feel  about  the  R7  return  policy  and  the 
new  conduct  system.  We  broke  into  two  different  committees  (both  of  which  are  explained  below)  to 

examine  how  you  felt  Here  is  what  you  told  us: 

BLS  STUDENT  COUNCIL  SURVEY  -  CON¬ 
DUCT  COMMITTEE 

BLS  STUDENT  COUNCIL  SURVEY  - 
SCHOOL  DAY  COMMITTEE 

The  purpose  of  the  Conduct  Committee  is  to  explore 

The  purpose  of  the  School  Day  Committee  is  to  study 

the  new  conduct  system  and  whether  it  has  been 

the  R7  return  to  homeroom  policy,  the  possibility  of 

implemented  properly.  We  have  put  together  some 

longer  lunch  periods,  and  if  there  are  to  be  more 

brief  questions  to  see  how  you  feel  about  this  new 

school  days.  We  later  want  to  petition  for  no  extra 

'fyact  tcbdtc  (Ac 

system.  Please  take  the  time  to  fill  out  this  brief 
survey  because  your  opinion  us  important  to  us. 

school  days  but  at  this  point  we  would  like  you  to 
answer  a  few  questions. 

1.  Were  you  aware  of  the  new  conduct  system? 

Yes  131  No  89  Unsure  24 

I.  Has  the  R7  return  policy  caused  you  to  miss  any 
important  appointments? 

cU^cncitcc  dt 

Yes  279  No  44  Unsure  10 

2.  If  you  were  aware,  do  you  know  how  it  works? 
Yes  137  No  91  Unsure  16 

2.  Do  teachers  hold  you  longer  than  the  set  time? 

Pittc  <if 

3.  Has  it  proved  beneficial  to  you? 

Yes  244  No  71  Unsure  18 

Yes  98  No  124  Unsure  22 

3.  Do  you  even  know  why  you  have  to  return  to 
homeroom? 

4.  Do  you  want  the  old  system  back? 

Yes  119  No  185  Unsure  29 

Yes  144  No  75  Unsure  25 

4.  Do  you  think  your  last  period  teacher  should  take 

1 920  A  Beacon  Street 

5.  Is  it  being  enforced  by  teachers  who  do  not 
understand  it?  (i.e.  you  receive  a  mark  from  one 

attendance? 

Brookline,  MA 

teacher  and  still  receive  one  from  your  homeroom 
teacher) 

Yes  140  No  147  Unsure  46 

566-6468 

5.  Do  you  feel  that  you  do  not  have  enough  time  to  eat 

Yes  165  No  79  Unsure  0 

your  lunch? 

*number  surveyed  =  244 

Yes  129  No  114  Unsure  90 

♦number  surveyed  =  333 

•  EAT  IN  •  TAKE  OUT  • 

If  you  want  to  join  the  conduct  of  school  day  committees,  see  your  homeroom  representative.  We  must  get 
all  of  your  voices  heard  so  the  faculty  know  our  feelings  on  the  policies  that  they  make. 

•  DELIVERY  • 

Omekongo  Dibinga,  I 

President 
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Racism _ 

Race:  The  Final  Frontier  Part  2  of  2 

A  commentary  by  Devone  R.Tucker,  I 


Arguably  the  worst  tenet  of 
“black  racism”  is  blanket  damnation 
of  all  Americans  of  European  de¬ 
scent.  In  Studs  Terkel’s  1992  book 
Race,  Dawn  Kelly,  a  former  student 
at  University  of  Illinois,  Chicago, 
stated,  “The  white  man  has  destroyed 
the  earth.  He  raped  Africa,  (and)  he 
raped  America.”  Insurance  broker 
Joseph  Lattimore  stated,  “A  lot  of  us 
are  still  praying  and 
trusting  in  God  and 
hoping  for  a  better 
day,  [but]  I  don’t 
have  a  lot  of  faith  in 
a  better  day  com¬ 
ing...  I  think  we’d 
best  be  getting  on, 
separating  from 
[Americans  of  Euro¬ 
pean  descent].” 

Maggie  Holmes,  a 
lifelong  housekeeper,  responded  to 
a  question  concerning  America’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  wars  with  the  state¬ 
ment  that  “the  American  white  man 
knows  nothing  but  to  fight.”  Rever¬ 
end  C.T.  Vivian,  asked  about  his 
views  on  race,  claimed  that  “With 
rare  exceptions,  white  people  are 
reared  to  be  racist  from  early  on.  It’s 
in  their  gut.”  Douglas  Mossey,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Sociology  at  the  University 
of  Chicago,  alleged  that  “whites  [in 
general]  have  a  difficult  time  sepa¬ 
rating  race  from  class. ..[in  general], 
they  look  at  a  black  person  and  the 
color  of  his  skin  triggers  a  number  of 
assumptions  about  his  behavior.”  I’m 
left  wondering:  Which  “white  man” 
destroyed  the  earth?  Which  “white 
man”  sees  an  American  of  American 
descendant  of  Africa  descent  and 
immediately  suspects  the  worst? 
Which  “white  man”  has  racism  em¬ 
bedded  in  his  soul? 

Is  it  the  “White  Man”  of  Irish 
descent?  I  think  not.  After  the  start  of 
a  massive  influx  of  Irish  immigrants 
into  this  country  between  1845  and 
1870,  the  English  Protestant-domi¬ 
nated  media  assaulted  the  Irish  in 
print  via  cartoons  depicting  the  im¬ 
migrants  as  being  belligerent  and 
animal-like.  The  dominant  society 
of  the  time  regarded  the  Irish  as 
being  “like  children  who  did  not 
know  what  was  good  for  them,”  in 
the  words  of  writer  Eileen  O’Connell. 
English  settlers  who  fully  believed 
this  idea  of  Irish  inferiority  froze  the 
immigrants  out  of  the  job  market, 
thus  consigning  them  to  poverty. 
When  the  Irish  immigrants  discov¬ 
ered  athletics  as 
a  means  of 
achieving  the 
success  that  the 
English  wanted 
to  withhold  from 
them,  the  domi¬ 
nant  culture  attacked  them  once 
again,  coining  the  term  “fighting 
Irish”  to  reinforce  the  fallacious  no¬ 
tion  of  the  strong-bodied,  weak- 
minded  Irish  male.  Not  until  they 
began  to  acquire  political  power  did 
Americ  ans  of  Irish  descent  overcome 
their  oppression. 

Is  it  the  “White  Man”  of  the  Italian 
descent?  I  think  not.  When  Italian 
immigrants  reached  our  shores  in 
mass  numbers  in  the  late  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  they  were  castigated  by  Irish- 
and-English-conirolled  media 
sources  as  inferiors  who  would  engi¬ 


neer  the  destruction  of  this  country. 
Fueled  by  a  belief  in  the  inherent 
violent  nature  of  the  Italian  immi¬ 
grants,  the  media  of  the  1920’s  and 
1930’s  sensationalized  stories  of 
Italian  immigrant-perpetuated  crime 
to  such  an  extent  that,  in  writer  John 
Langone’s  words,  “the  actions  of  [a 
few]  gangsters  with  Italian  names 
and  the  willingness  of  people  to 
accept  stereo¬ 
types  clouded  a 
lot  of  minds.”  In 
New  York,  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  other 
metropolitan  ar¬ 
eas,  police  cre¬ 
ated  false  evi¬ 
dence  against 
men  of  Italian 
descent,  often 
prosecuting  and 
executing  innocent  immigrants 
solely  for  the  “crime”  of  having  an 
ancestry  that  was  not  in  the  main¬ 
stream.  The  media’s  potshots  at 
Americans  of  Italian  descent  are 
still  present  (although  not  as  preva¬ 
lent)  today;  think  of  the  1993  con¬ 
troversy  involving  the  “Mama  Gino” 
advertisements  created  by  the  Papa 
Gino’s  restaurant  chain,  featuring  a 
poorly  dressed,  physically  aggres¬ 
sive  American  woman  of  Italian  de¬ 
scent  demanding  purchase  of  the 
company’s  product.  Xenophobia 
and  hatred  are  two  emotions  that 
Americans  of  Italian  descent  have 
not  evaded  experiencing. 

Is  it  the  “White  Man”  of  Greek 
descent?  I  think  not.  When  Greeks 
immigrated  to  this  country  in  mass 
numbers  between  1911  and  1920, 
newspapers  of  that  period  charac¬ 
terized  the  immigrants  as  being,  in 
the  words  of  Greek  historian  Charles 
Moskos,  “ignorant,  depraved,  bru¬ 
tal,  and  unfit  for  citizenship.”  Ne- 
vada-area  Greeks  were  routinely 
subjected  to  harassment  by  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan,  which  frequently  re¬ 
sulted  in  Klan-perpetuated  murders 
and  lynchings.  A  Greek  immigrant 
was  wrongly  implicated  in  the  mur¬ 
der  of  the  brother  of  boxer  Jack 
Dempsey-and  narrowly  evaded 
state-sanctioned  death.  In  1915,  a 
mob  of  Omaha,  Nebraska  residents 
infuriated  by  a  Greek  immigrant’s 
slaying  of  a  police  officer  in  self- 
defense,  torched  a  section  of  the  city 
primarily  inhabited  by  Greek  immi¬ 
grants,  burning  thirty-six  businesses 
and  homes,  and  driving  the  immi¬ 
grants  from  the 
city.  Americans 
of  Greek  descent 
have  had  their 
share  of  oppres¬ 
sion  as  well. 

Is  it  the  “White 
Man”  of  Jewish  descent?  Despite 
the  rhetoric  of  Farrakhan  andKhalid 
Abdul  Muhammad,  I  think  not.  From 
Hitler’s  idea  of  their  inferiority  to  a 
select  group  of  Christians’  idea  of 
their  uniform  responsibility  for 
Christ’s  death  to  Farrakhan’s  idea 
of  their  financial  destruction  of  com¬ 
munities  of  African  descent,  people 
of  Jewish  descent  have  been  the 
recipients  of  arguably  the  world’s 
worst  bigotry.  Between  1890  and 
1 920,  nearly  three  million  people  of 
Jewish  ancestry  reached  our  shores 
and  (refuting  the  fallacious  idea  that 


they  immediately  seized  control  of 
American  industry)  were  barred  from 
country  clubs  and  executive  posi¬ 
tions  in  business  -  due  to  a  percep¬ 
tion  among  American  power  bro¬ 
kers  that  they  were  deceptive  Com¬ 
munists.  Automaker  Henry  Ford  sold 
readers  on  the  idea  of  Jewish  evil  in 
his  newspaper,  the  Dearborn  Inde¬ 
pendent,  which  frequently  alleged 
that  Jewish  immigrants  planned 
to  “dominate  the  world...by  erod¬ 
ing  the  morals  and  health”  of 
other  cultures  and  seizing  control 
of  world  finance.  Modem-day 
swastika  attacks  on  synagogues 
and  businesses  owned  by  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  Jewish  descent,  and  the 
growing  propaganda  machine 
that  asserts  that  the  Holocaust 
never  took  place,  are  modem 
manifestations  of  such  hatred 

Thus,  the  blanket  condem¬ 
nation  of  all  Americans  of  Euro¬ 
pean  descent  is  an  insidious  and 
ignorant  one.  It  presupposes  that 
every  American  of  European  de¬ 
scent  holds  hatred  for  those  who 
are  not  of  European  ancestry-a 
belief  just  as  racist  as  a  presuppo¬ 
sition  on  the  part  of  some  (not  all) 
Americans  of  European  descent  that 
those  who  do  not  have  European 
ancestry  are  genetically  inferior.  The 
blanket  condemnation  also  ignores 
the  fact  that  many  Americans  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  descent  were  subjected  to  the 
same  types  of  oppression  experi¬ 
enced  by  those  of  non-European  de¬ 
scent  The  words  of  Salim  Muwakkil, 
a  Chicago  journalist  also  quoted  in 
Race,  are  a  lesson  in  common  sense: 
“If  you’re  serious  about  human 
equality  [and]  freedom,  you  must 
object  any  doctrine  that  [blanketly] 
condemns  people  because  of  their 
genetic  making.  Black  people  espe¬ 
cially  should  be  wary  of  any  such 
doctrine.” 

An  indirect  offshoot  of  the  black 
racism  movement  is  the  character¬ 
ization  of  material  success  as  a  “Eu¬ 
ropean  ideal.”  Muwakkil  noted  that 
“(there’s)  a  perception  [in  the  “black 
racism”  movement]  that  if  you  are 
accomplished,  can  cope,  and  oper¬ 
ate  with  success  in  the  mainstream 
community,  you  are  acting  white. 
[It’s]  a  kind  of  anti-intellectualism.” 
S  upreme  Court  Justice  Clarence  Tho¬ 
mas,  who  himself  has  been  excori¬ 
ated  by  certain  African-descendant 
American  politicians  as  being  re¬ 
moved  from  the  so-called  “black 
mainstream”  due  to  his  success,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  issue  in  October  1994 
when  he  posed  the  question:  [There’s 
a  belief  that]  when 
you,  as  a  black,  be¬ 
come  successful,  then 
you  cease  to  be  black. 

When  a  white  person 
becomes  successful, 
does  he  cease  to  be 
white?” 

Mossey  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  the  “black  racism” 
movement  has  created  a  situation  in 
which  “black  kids,  especially  in  the 
ghetto,  will  often  ridicule  other  black 
kids  who  are  doing  well  in  school 
and  learning  to  speak  standard  En¬ 
glish,  because  they’re  [perceived  to 
be]  acting  white.” 

Ron  Mayden,  an  American  of  His¬ 
panic  descent  quoted  in  Race, 


claimed  that  “it’s  a  real  paradox 
they  [successful  Americans  of  Af¬ 
rican  descent]  find  themselves  in... 
On  the  one  hand,  we  say:  Get  an 
education,  get  that  degree,  make  a 
better  life.  But  when  they  leave  the 
old  neighborhood,  they’re  sellouts. 
The  rest  of  the  people  say,  you’re 
too  good,  you  don’t  come  around 


anymore.  You’ve  made  it  now  and 
you  can’ t  talk  to  us .  This  is  the  crisis 
of  the  black  professional.”  Who 
creates  this  crisis?  Well,  let  me  give 
you  some  hints.  Instead  of  making 
any  statement  appreciating  the  fact 
that  Americans  of  African  descent 
such  as  Gary  Franks  and  J.  C.  Watts 
have  achieved  positions  of  influ¬ 
ence  in  American  politics,  Greene 
insinuated  in  a  November  1 994  Her¬ 
ald  column  that  they  did  not  care 
about  Americans  of  African  de¬ 
scent.  Lattimore  stated  in  Race  that 
even  if  American  professionals  of 
African  descent  “were  geniuses, 
they’d  never  be  president”  of  cor¬ 
porations  owned  by  Americans  of 
European  descent. 

Psychologist  Kenneth  B.  Clark,  also 
quoted  for  the  book,  suggests  that 
“blacks  who  have  made  it...  [are] 
not  going  to  identify  [themselves] 
with  failures  [presumably  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  African  descent  who  have 
not  achieved  their  socioeconomic 
level].”  This  thinking  filters  into 
the  minds  of  young  Americans  of 
African  descent,  installing  the  sub¬ 
liminal  message:  if  you  succeed  in 
this  society,  you  must  not  like  your¬ 
self  or  your  people.  This  attitude 
leads  to  academic  decline  among 
students  of  African  descent,  a  symp¬ 
tom  that  will  inevitably  paralyze 
the  American  descendants  of  Af¬ 
rica  col¬ 
lectively, 
for  with¬ 
out  the 
key  of 
educa¬ 
tion  one 
cannot 
access 
the  future.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
Chapter  13  of  Charles  Murray’s 
controversial  book  The  Bell  Curve: 
Intelligence  and  Class  Structure  in 
American  Life  suggests  that  one 
reason  why  African-descendant 
Americans’  academic  performance 
generally  slumps  in  comparison  to 
that  of  European-descendant 
Americans  is  a  belief  that  academic 


success  is  “acting  white”? 

Yet  another  insidious  tenet  of  the 
“black  racism”  movement  is  the  be¬ 
lief  that  any  success  enjoyed  by  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  African  descent  can  be 
“brought  down”  by  an  American  of 
European  descent’s  creation  of  a“glass 
ceiling”  limiting  their  advancement. 
A  Boston-area  American  of  Hispanic 
descent,  asked  by  the  Globe  in 
June  to  comment  on  the  Simpson 
case,  alleged  that  “they  would  not 
let  a  black  stay  up  there  too  long.” 
Dr.  Clark  claimed  in  Race  that 
“there  [is]  a  point  beyond  which 
whites  are  not  going  to  [accept 
access  by  African-descendant 
Americans].”  Lattimore  summed 
up  his  belief  in  the  futility  of  Afri¬ 
can-descendant  American  success 
and  racial  unity  with  this  divisive 
statement:  “I  don’t  care  what  we 
do,  if  they  want  to  rub  out  Martin 
Luther  King,  they  rub  out  King.” 
Jermaine  Jackson  remarked  in  a 
November  issue  of  the  tabloid 
magazine  Star  that  he  believed 
that  every  American  descendant 
of  Africa  ran  the  risk  of  being 
brought  down  by  “forces  that  just 
hate  to  see  a  black  person  become 
rich  and  successful.” 

This  view  that  an  African-de¬ 
scendant  American’s  success  is  inces¬ 
santly  threatened  by  European-descen¬ 
dant  Americans  is  fallacious  when 
one  looks  at  Americans  of  African 
descent  such  as  Ralph  Martin,  Oprah 
Winfrey,  Colin  Powell,  and  Bryant 
G umbel,  among  others.  Why  do  they 
not  allege  a  conspiracy  to  rob  them  of 
their  hard-earned  God-given  success? 
Why  are  they  not  vocal  about  sup¬ 
posed  diabolical  attempts  to  “bring 
them  down”?  Could  it  be  that  they 
don’t  believe  there  is  one,  and  that  the 
longevity  of  their  success  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  God,  and  not  by  Americans 
of  European  descent?  (I  wonder  if 
people  who  believe  the  conspiracy 
theories  doubt  the  existence  of  God, 
or  think  that  God  favors  one  racial 
group  over  another.  I’m  not  a  Biblical 
scholar,  but  let  me  tell  you:  He 
doesn’t.)  Michael  Jackson  refuted  this 
conspiracy  idea  in  an  interview  after 
his  1 993  child-molestation  ordeal,  stat¬ 
ing  that  “No  one  can  be  brought  down 
who  refuses  to  go  down.”  The  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson  also  refuted  this  theory 
in  a  1992  speech  in  which  he  stated 
that  “[Americans  of  African  descent] 
must  succeed,  can  succeed,  and  will 
succeed”  in  spite  of  any  supposed 
obstacle  of  conspiracy. 

This  theory  must  be  quashed  because 
the  perpetuation  of  this  theory  will 
also  send  a  subliminal  message  to 
young  African-descendant  youths,  that 
message  being:  you  can’t  be  comfort¬ 
able  in  America.  No  matter  how  hard 
you  work  to  succeed,  you’ll  be  cut 
down  by  the  Evil  White  Man’s  “glass 
ceiling”  because  of  your  skin  color. 
Do  we  really  want  this  message  in¬ 
stilled  in  our  youth,  knowing  it  will 
bring  about  apathy,  knowing  it  will  be 
a  self-fulfilling  prophecy,  and  know¬ 
ing  -  in  1  ight  to  the  examples  provided 
by  Martin,  Winfrey,  Powell,  Gumbel, 
and  other  truly  successful  Americans 
of  African  descent-that  it  is  false?  I 
don’t  want  it  in  the  minds  of  the  next 
generation,  that’s  for  damn  sure. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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his  soul? 
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BLS  Argo,  April -May  1995 


Et  Al. 


The  Bible  Club  Battle 


Dear  Argo, 

I  must  take  a  issue  with  the 
editorial  written  by  Nancy  Poon 
in  the  February/March  issue. 

She  does  not  think  that  Latin 
School  has  the  right  to  have  a 
Bible  club,  and  she  likes  BLS  the 
way  it  was  before,  without  even  a 
mention  a  God. 

As  teenagers,  many  of  us  are 
experiencing  and  changing  our 
views  on  things.  We  all  have  our 
doubting,  agnostic  or  atheistic 
days.  However,  God  or  the  idea  of 
God  is  the  cornerstone  of  this 
country.  It  was  founded  by  people 
who  wanted  freedom  of  religion, 
not  freedom  from  religion.  Shall 


we  ignore  that? 

Nancy  wants  school  to  be  a 
place  without  ‘religious  pres¬ 
sures’.  What  is  a  ‘religious  pres¬ 
sure?’  How  is  the  Bible  Club  im¬ 
pinging  upon  Nancy  Poon’s  free¬ 
dom?  Nobody  HAS  to  join.  It  is 
not  a  required  course.  It  is  only  a 
group  of  kids  that  like  good  old 
fashioned  literature. 

Being  “an  ti-Bibleclub”  is  just 
as  preposterous  to  me  as  being 
“anti-Scrabble  club”  or  “  anti- 
Show 
Choir.” 

Nancy  took  what  she  thought 
to  be  the  popular  stance.  She  must 


think  that  she  goes  to  school  with 
a  few  thousand  atheists. 

I  feel  like  I  have  to  defend 
the  Bible  Club.  The  Bible  is  an 
excellent  book  with  great  stories. 
Take  it  as  literature.  Take  it  as 
you  would  Aesop’s  fables.  It 
teaches  lessons. 

It  may  surprise  many  of  you 
that  I  am  writing  this.  I’m  not 
known  among  my  class  for  my 
religious  fervor,  but  I  felt  as  if  it 
were  my  obligation  to  defend  the 
Bible  Club.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Amy  Lawless,  I 


Dear  Argo, 

The  first  time  I  read  Nancy 
Poon’s  article,  I  just  thought  it 
was  silly  and  was  going  to  let  it 
go  at  that.  Later,  I  realized  that  I 
really  had  to  say  something.  I 
may  not  be  the  most  obvious 
choice  to  be  an  advocate  for  the 
Bible  Club,  but  something  had  to 
be  said. 

When  I  Fust  saw  the  signs  up 
for  the  Bible  Club,  I  was  sur¬ 
prised.  A  religious  club.. .in  a 
public  school?  Of  course  I  had  to 
go.  So  I  moseyed  on  down  to  the 
meeting,  expecting  to  see.. .well. 
I’m  not  quite  sure  what,  but  it 
definitely  wasn’t  what  I  found.  It 
was  a  group  of  about  six  or  seven 
eighth  graders.  I  asked  Mr. 
Bronski  what  was  up,  figuring 
no  WAY  is  this  a  club  run  by  a 
bunch  of  fivesies.”  Much  to  my 
surprise,  Mr.  Bronski’s  reply  to 
my  question  about  what  the  plan 
for  the  meeting  went  something 
like  “I  don’t  know.  The  students 
run  it.  I’m  not  allowed  any  say  in 
it  because  of  the  laws  about  reli¬ 
gion  in  school.”  Okay,  the  club 
was  indeed  run  by  fivesies.  I 
took  a  gander  at  the  plan  for  the 
day’s  meeting:  reading  of  differ¬ 
ent  passages  and  then  some  time 
for  discussion.  Did  I  really  want 
to  spend  my  afternoon  sitting 
around  talking  about  the  Bible 
with  a  group  of  fivesies  who,  I 
supposed,  were  pretty  in  their 


religion?  Not  really. 

So,  that  was  my  last  contact 
with  the  Bible  Club.  Until,  of 
course,  Nancy’s  article.  Afterhav¬ 
ing  been  to  a  meeting,  I  find  it  hard 
to  see  how  she  can  justify  her 
claims  that  “It  cannot  be  honestly 
said  that  it  is  influential  for  any 
student  who  is  after  school  at  a 
club  meeting,  athletic  practice,  or 
taking  a  make  up  exam  to  have  to 
overhear  a  group  in  the  adjacent 
vicinity  who  are  discussing  Jesus, 
God,  and  evolution  as  a  theory.” 
Maybe  it’s  just  me,  but  that  seems 
a  tad  farfetched.  I’ve  always 
thought  that  it  was  good  to  discuss 
different  ideas,  to  debate  with 
people  who  disagree  with  you.  It 
shows  you  a  different  perspective, 
and  helps  you  clarify  your  views 
and  what  you  believe. 

Nancy’s  arguments  that  BLS 
used  to  be  “a  part  of  [her]  life 
where  [she  was]  free  from  all  or 
any  religious  pressure,”  but  that 
“this  freedom  [she]  once  relished 
is  no  longer  the  same  now  that 
[she]  enters  the  school  and  hears 
bulletin  announcements  for  Bible 
Club  meetings,”  seem  to  me  a  bit 
absurd.  If  it  really  disturbs  you 
that  much,  then  I’m  sorry.  But 
that’s  no  reason  to  prohibit  the 
club.  These  students  have  the 
same  right  to  get  together  as  do  the 
Jewish  Historical  Society ,  the  Gay / 
Straight  Alliance,  the  African  Cul¬ 
ture  Club,  and  the  Irish  Historical 


Society.  Again  if  you  are  deeply 
offended  by  open  discussion  of 
Jewish  or  Irish  history,  the  contri¬ 
butions  of  African  culture  to  the 
world,  or  the  difficulties  facing 
gay,  lesbian,  or  bisexual  students 
at  BLS,  then  I’m  sorry.  I’m  sorry 
the  mere  mention  of  an  idea  dis¬ 
turbs  you  so  much  that  you  would 
take  steps  to  stop  the  discussion 
of  that  idea.  But  the  fact  remains 
tnat  there  are  laws  in  this  country 

that  protect  everybody’s  right  to 
speak  freely  about  what  they 
think.  And  since  it  is  an  after 
school  club,  organized  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  themselves  with  totally  op¬ 
tional  attendance,  I  don’t  see  how 
any  serious  objection  can  be 
made.  If  they  started  going  around 
handing  out  pamphlets  declaring 
“The  End  is  Nigh!  Repent  and 
thou  shalt  be  Saved!”  during 
homeroom,  I  could  understand 
the  objection. 

However,  the  simple  truth  is 
that  the  Bible  Club  is  a  group  of 
students  who  like  to  get  together 
after  school  and  talk  about  the 
Bible,  Jesus,  and  their  religion.  I 
think  it  shouldn’t  be  too  much  to 
ask  for  other  students  to  show  a 
little  tolerance  for  the  beliefs,  ide¬ 
als,  opinions,  and,  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  ideas  of  their  classmates. 

David  Bonner,  Class  I 


EDITORIAL 


Few  left  in  the  school  re¬ 
member  the  Lampoon  as  it  used 
to  be.  Spoofsofpop  culture  with 
a  dash  of  twisted  Latin  School 
humor,  sly  jabs  at  teachers,  jokes 
that  involved  condoms  and  the 
Headmaster’s  last  name.  So  the 
Lampoon  that  appeared  this 
spring  was  eagerly  anticipated 
and  long  awaited.  I,  for  one,  will 
wait  a  little  longer. 

Not  to  say  that  it  wasn’t 
funny,  just  that  the  only  laugh  I 
got  from  it  was  the  caustic  ridi¬ 
cule  aimed  at  myself  for  spend- 
ingtwenty-fivecentsonit.  Okay, 
maybe  I  am  saying  it  wasn’t 
funny.  Where  was  the  biting 
humor,  the  subtle  wit,  the  crude 


vulgarities  that  marked  the  maga¬ 
zine  in  the  past?  The  jokes  in  this 
issure  are  lame  and  seem  focussed 
on  one  small  group  of  students 
rather  than  all  of  Latin  School. 
The  ideas  are  unoriginal,  vague 
shadows  of  the  former  greatness  of 
the  Lampoon. 

Since  this  is  supposed  to  be  a 
review  of  the  Lampoon  I’ll  give 
you  my  advice:  if  you  come  across 
a  stray  copy  littering  the  hall,  back 
away  slowly  and  call  a  waste  dis¬ 
posal  expert.  Along  with  my  col¬ 
league  who  critiqued  the  Register, 
I’d  just  like  to  say  that  if  it  looks 
like  a  duck,  quacks  like  a  duck,  and 
waddles  like  a  duck,  it  might  just 
be  some  stupid  saying  about  ducks. 


HIS  &  HEP 

HAIP 

STYLING 


763  CENTRE  ST. 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 
MASS.  02130 


TUESDAY  -  SATURDAY 


524-3416 


A  FAMILY  BUSINESS  FOR 
OVER  A  QUARTER  CENTURY 


TONY’S  MARKET 

FRESHLY  CUT  MEAT 
IMPORTED  COLD  CUTS  •  GROCERIES 


4253  WASHINGTON  STREET 
ROSLINDALE,  MA  02131 
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Continued  from  previous  page 

Last,  but  definitely  not  least, 
another  tenet  of  the  black  racism 
movement  is  the  idea  of  criticizing 
racial  manipulation  without  curing 
the  cause  of  racial  manipulation. 
Let’s  be  brutally  honest:  Susan  Smith 
suckered  intelligent  minds  by  ma¬ 
nipulating  the  realities  of  crime  in 
modem  American  society.  I  admit 
my  mind  was  deceived  by  Smith’s 
“intellect”,  but  I  feel  that  I  do  not 
have  the  right  to  criticize  Smith’s 
actions  before  I  criticize  the  moti¬ 
vating  factors  behind  those  actions. 

Smith  knew  that  the  common, 
modem  profile  of  a  perpetrator  of  a 
capital  crime  is  a  young  male,  Ameri¬ 
can  descendent  of  Africa,  just  as  the 
common  profile  of  a  perpetrator  of 
capital  crime  in  the  1920’sand  1930’s 
was  a  young,  male,  American  de¬ 


scendent  of  Italy.  Although  this  pro¬ 
file  is  commonly  perceived  as  rac¬ 
ist,  she  knew-as  I  know  -  that  the 
statistics  support  this  profile,  and 
that  quite  a  few  male  American  de¬ 
scendants  of  Africa  willingly  fulfill 
this  profile  (If  you  don’t  believe  me, 
ask  the  families  of  LaShawn  Wells, 
Charles  Copney,  Corey  Grant, 
Christopher  Morris,  Oronde  Allie, 
Anne  Mooney,  Louis  Brown, 
Jermaine  Goffigan,  Tiffany  Moore, 
and  others  who  have  been  harmed 
or  killed  by  African-descendant 
American  male  perpetrators  of  vio¬ 
lence).  Knowing  that  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  some  African  descendant 
males  to  engage  in  illegal  activity 
would  lead  to  a  willingness  as  the 
part  of  national  minds  to  accept  the 
idea  of  an  African-descendant 
male’s  perpetration  of  a  crime,  Smith 
created  an  imaginary  assailant  to 


deflect  suspicion  from  herself.  Her 
attempt  failed  because  some  rational 
minds  were  not  tricked,  but  I  feel 
strongly  that  if  the  propensity  for 
commission  of  illegality  among  some 
African  descendant  males  did  not 
exist,  less  people  would  be  tricked. 
The  “black  racists”  shot  theirmouths 
off  without  realizing  this  idea.  Greene 
demanded  to  know  why  so  many 
were  deceived  by  Smith,  and  imme¬ 
diately  classified  her  as  a  bigot  (al¬ 
though  Colorado  radio  talk-show 
host  Ken  Hamblin  correctly  rein¬ 
forced  her  status  as  a  racial  manipu¬ 
lator  and  not  necessarily  a  racist  later 
that  week).  Derrick  Jackson  claimed 
that  she  “reached  into  a  black  hole 
and  pulled  out  a  black  man,”  a  non¬ 
sensical  statement  considering  the 
fact  that  a  suspect  was  not  arrested. 
In  the  fury  surrounding  the  Smith 
case,  I  noticed  that  there  was  no  cry 


for  American  males  of  African  de¬ 
scent  to  stop  taking  up  arms  to  a  void 
this  stereotype,  no  demand  that  Af¬ 
rican  descendant  males  stop  the  vio¬ 
lence  in  order  to  nullify  the  wide¬ 
spread  belief  in  Smith-like  claims, 
no  thought  to  the  idea  that  if  ram¬ 
pant  violence  as  committed  by  Af¬ 
rican  descendant  males  ceased. 
Smith’s  claims  would  have  held  no 
water.  No,  just  the  same  old  racial 
bigotry. 

The  1960’s  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  was  about  fighting  racism, 
not  about  fighting  an  entire  race 
due  to  a  belief  that  every  member  of 
that  race  was  a  practitioner  of  rac¬ 
ism.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  ab¬ 
horred  the  idea  of  blanketly  con¬ 
demning  all  Americans  of  Euro¬ 
pean  descent  as  racists,  but  the  new 
“black  consciousness”  is  apparently 
making  passionate  love  to  such  an 


idea,  stratifying  this  great  nation  and 
intending  to  turn  it  into  the  Divided 
States  of  America.  For  too  many  years 
we  have  fought  a  racial  war  in  this 
country  that  no  one  is  going  to  win. 
It’s  1995  now.  It’s  time  for  a  truce.  We 
must  lay  down  our  grudges  and  real¬ 
ize  that  the  way  we  are  going  is  ac¬ 
complishing  little.  The  “black  racists” 
must  look  at  themselves  in  the  mirror 
and  ask  themselves  if  they  are  truly 
happy  with  their  views.  I  doubt  that 
they  are  truly  happy.  They  are  carry¬ 
ing  a  400-year  burden  that  they  refuse 
to  put  down.  They  do  not  realize  that 
they  are  weakening  themselves  while 
doing  nothing  to  harm  their  supposed 
enemies.  They  must  learn  to  LET  GO 
OF  THE  ANGER,  for  if  they  do  not, 
they  will  instigate  this  country’s  Ar¬ 
mageddon.  And  I  will  not  sit  by  and 
watch  that  happen. 
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BLS  Argo,  April -May  1995 


First  Came  the  Germans; 


Paderborn  --  Germany 


PADERBORN 


Arrival 

16  girts  and  4  boys  all  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  16  accompanied 
by  their  language  teachers  Mrs. 
Gisela  Hoffmann  and  Mr.  Heinz- 
Walter  Benseler  walked  into  the 
Logan  terminal  with  smiles  on  their 
faces  and  excitement  in  their  eyes. 

After  they  were  warmly 
welcomed  at  BLS  by  Asst- 
Headmaster  Ms.  Kelly-Lacambria 
and  given  a  tour  of  the  school,  they 
were  split  up  and  greeted  by  their 
host  students  who  later  took  them 
to  their  homes  in  Brighton,  Allston, 
Charlestown,  East  Boston,  South 
End,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury, 
Hyde  Park,  and  Roslindale. 

Life  at  BLS 

To  really  get  a  taste  of  BLS 
life,  the  exchange  students  were 
given  schedules  and  attended 
classes  where  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  participate  just  like 
regular  students.  In  addition  to  their 
experiences  in  the  classrooms,  they 
journeyed  on  several  excursions  to 
interesting  places  such  as  The 
Gardner  Museum,  The  Freedom 
Trail,  The  John  Hancock  tower. 
The  MFA  and  other  Boston 
landmarks  and  tourist  sites.  They 
were  also  invited  to  school 
functions  and  participated  in  several 
activities. 

Germany 

For  most  German  students  this 
was  their  first  trip  to  the  US.  They 
were  a  long  way  from  their  native 
town  of  Paderborn,  a  medium-sized 
city  with  a  population  of  about 
135,000  and  a  rich  history  which 
dates  back  to  pre-Roman  times. 


Their  school,  the  Pelizaeus 
“Gymnasium,”  is  the  oldest  public 
girls’  school  in  Eastern  Westphalia 
and  since  1972  has  been  a  co¬ 
educational  academic  college 
preparatory  school.  It  is  the  biggest 
in  the  city  with  about  1200  students 
and  95  teachers. 

Feedback 

A  couple  days  before  they  were 
scheduled  to  leave  I  had  a  chance  to 
talk  to  the  Germans  about  their 
experience  in  Boston. 
Communication  was  far  from 
difficult  as  they  all  spoke  and 
understood  English  almost 
flawlessly. 

BLS  vs.  Pelizaeus- 
Gymnasium 

One  of  the  first  things  that  the 
exchange  students  commented 
about  was  the  variation  of  the 
structure  of  the  school  and  school 
day.  First,  the  students  in  Paderborn 
have  13  subjects  in  addition  to  extra 
sport  or  music/art  groups.  Their  day 
begins  at  eight  and  ends  roughly 
around  four-thirty.  Classes  are 
slightly  longer  than  ours  with  15 
minute  breaks  after  ever  second 
period.  An  open  campus  policy 
allows  them  to  go  home  for  lunch 
or  eat  their  own  in  the  school 
courtyard.  They  must  attend  school 
on  Saturday  from  eight  until  eleven 
in  the  morning  and  many  even  come 
on  Sunday  to  do  some  extra 
studying.  On  average  students 
receive  2  hours  of  homework  per 
night. 

Unlike  BLS,  where  students  do 
the  walking  from  class  to  class 
between  periods,  in  Paderborn  the 
teachers  do  the  traveling  and  the 
students  remain  in  their  class  the 
entire  day.  The  only  exception 
being  if  they  have  to  go  to  a  special 
classroom  like  a  Chemistry  lab  or 
music  room.  Congested  hallways 
are  unheard  of. 

The  majority  of  the  school 
population  is  Protestant  Catholic 
and  religion  is  a  required  course. 

Education  is  free  up  to  grade 
13  (that’s  right  13)  and  if  students 
decide  to  go  on  to  higher  education 
the  state  offers  various  aid  and 

grants.  Materials  and  books  are  free 
throughout. 


Their  school  year  is  composed 
of  2  terms.  Rarely  do  they  receive 
little  quizzes  or  weekly  tests,  but 
rather  one  or  two  period  tests  every 
term  which  test  what  they  learned 
that  term. 

All  live  within  proximity  of  the 
school  and  many  choose  to  ride 
their  bikes,  walk,  or  ride  the  city 
bus. 

One  of  the  main  comments 
from  both  German  students  and 
teachers  was  that  students  in 
Paderborn  were  more  self- 
disciplined  and  motivated  to  learn. 
The  school  community  is  closely 
nit,  teachers  know  many  parents 
and  parents  are  informed  of  what  is 
going  on  in  school. 

Boston  vs.  Paderborn 

Paderborn  is  a  suburb  with  a 
population  one-fourth  that  of 
Boston.  It  does  not  have  any 
skyscrapers,  giant  malls,  or  a 
complex  mass-transit  system,  but 
what  H  does  have  is  a  modem 
appeal  along  with  a  rich  history 
various  monuments  and  structures 
that  date  back  even  before  Boston 
was  a  city. 

Many  Germans  were  awed  by 
the  complexity  of  the  city.  They 
were  also  quite  surprised  at  the 
friendly  atmosphere  the  city 
projects.  Everyone  loved  the  city 
for  its  modem  yet  historical  look 
and  all  hope  to  make  future  visits  to 
the  US. 

auf  Wicderschcn! 

As  they  were  preparing  to 
leave,  they  said  their  final  good¬ 
bye’s  to  their  new  found  friends  at 
Latin  as  well  as  many  thanks  to 
their  host  families  who  gave  them  a 
home  away  from  home.  Their 
English  teacher  Gisela  Hoffinan 
added  that  “exchange  programs  like 
this  one  are  wonderful  in  that  they 
motivate  students  to  learn  English 
and  help  students  understand  each 
other  and  each  others’  land,  it  helps 
them  be  more  tolerant.” 

Unfortunately,  this  •  year 
students  from  Boston  Latin  will  not 
be  able  to  travel  to  Paderborn  as 

they  did  lost  year  duo  to  conflicting 

school  schedules.  The  Germans 
were  very  saddened  that  the 


German  Exchange  Students 


Julianne  Driller 
Heinz  Gensieke 
Sandra  Geriing 
Andreas  Gerold 
Arne  Heimann 
Katrin  Henke 
Tanja  Kilimann 
Susanne  Kuppmeier 
Michaels  Mazor 
Imke  Oberschafer 
Kerstein  Pfeiffer 
Christina  Rchaag 
Carmen  Rusing 
Frauke  Schaar 
Katharina  Schafer 
Friederike  Seveck 
Christiane  Stelbrink 
Henrik  Vothknecht 
Katja  Wagner 
Anne  Zacharias 


Last  Summers  American  Exchange  Group 


Americans  were  unable  to  make  it. 
“Copious  tears  were  wept”  added 
Mr.  DeMerit,  by  both  the 
Americans  and  Germans. 


Ms.  Brun  and  Mr.  DeMerit 
are  already  making  plans  for 
future  Boston/Strasbourg 
exchange  programs. 


Visit 

Strasbourg  &  Paris ! 

Anyone  interested  in  participating  on 
this  trip  to  our  Sister-City 
should  see  Ms.  Brun  as  soon  as 
possible  in  room  202. 

Leave  June  16  &  Return  July  8 


I 


The  Pelizaeus-Gymnasium 


The  German  Exchange  Group 


BLS  .Argo,  April -May  1995 
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Then  Came  the  French 


Strasbourg  --  France 


Sister  Cities 

While  the  German  exchange 
group  was  on  its  last  week  at  BLS 
another  exchange  group  arrived 
with  the  same  amount,  if  not  more, 
of  enthusiasm  from  Strasbourg, 
France. 

Organized  once  again  by  Ms. 
Brun  and  retired  Latin  School 
Master  Mr.  DeMerit,  the 
Boston/Strasbourg  exchange  is  in 
its  second  successful  year. 

You  may  be  wondering,  “Why 
Strasbourg?”  the  answer  is  simple. 
Boston  and  Strasbourg  are  sister 
cities  and  the  exchange  was  made 
possible  by  the  Boston  Sister  City 
partnership.  Ms.  Brun,  along  with 

Mr.  Contompaois  were  both 

nominated  to  be  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Sister  city  committee  which 
is  run  out  of  the  mayor’s  office . 
Arrival 

Twenty-six  students  with  their 
two  English  teachers,  Nicole  Roch 
and  Christian  Domball,  arrived  and 
were  processed  in  much  the  same 
way  as  the  Germans.  They  were 
given  a  tour  of  the  school  and  split 
up  with  their  host  students. 

Strasbourg 

Strasbourg  is  located  about 
250  miles  east  of  Paris  with  a 
population  of  about  250,000.  It  is 
an  old  city  with  many  examples  of 
medieval  buildings.  The  Gothic 
Cathedral  with  its  famous  clock, 

magnificent  rose  window,  and  a  465 
ft.  high  spire,  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  Europe.  The  students 
go  to  a  school  located  in  the  heart 
of  town  called  Gymnase  Jean  Stum 
with  a  student  body  of  about  1,000. 
Student  Life 

Students  in  Strasbourg  attend 
school  from  right  until  five  or  six  in 


the  afternoon.  Their  classes  last  for 
55  minutes  with  breaks  ever  two 
hours  and  a  two  hours  break  at 
noon  for  lunch  Once  again,  under 
an  open  campus  policy,  students 
may  leave  to  eat  lunch  at  home. 
Students  also  have  free  periods  but 
instead  of  sitting  in  a  study  hall  the 

school  encourages  them  to  leave  the 
school  building.  Between  classes 
both  the  students  and  teachers 
move.  Ten  courses  and  two 
languages  are  the  curriculum  and 
school  is  in  session  on  Saturdays.  A 
sport  is  considered  a  course  and 
must  be  taken.  If  a  student  is  unfit 
for  a  athletic  activity  he  or  she  must 
take  a  written  test. 

The  journey  to  college  is  also 
different.  To  successfully  graduate 
from  high  school  all  students  must 
take  the  Gaccalaureat,  a  final  test 
that  last  3  days  and  is  composed  of 
3  written  parts  and  one  oral  part.  If 
students  fail  to  pass  the  test  they 
must  repeat  the  year.  The 
Gaccalaureat  is  the  most  dreaded 
test  in  Strasbourg. 

The  level  of  education  is 
slightly  higher  than  in  Boston. 
When  students  graduate  they  have 
completed  the  American  equivalent 
of  a  second  year  in  college. 

Feedback 

In  addition  to  having  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  BLS 
classes  the  French  teachers  also 
took  some  time  to  sit  in  and  watch 
the  American  education  system  at 
work.  They  sat  in  on  only  a  few 
f  classes  such  as  French  and  English 
and  were  impressed  overall.  They 
did,  however,  notice  a  lack  of 
enthusiasm  to  learn  among  some  of 
_  the  classes  they  visited.  They  were 
also  surprised  by  the  high  level  of 


student  participation  in  some 
classes  because  in  Strasbourg 
student  participation  is  desired  but 
not  encouraged 

The  French  students  also  had 
some  comments  of  their  own  about 
Latin  School.  They  were  amazed  by 
the  sheer  size  of  both  the  school 
and  student  body.  They  were 
surprised  by  the  short  school  day 
length  and  also  by  the  fact  that 
many  BLS  students  work  after 
school  and  on  the  weekends.  In 
Strasbourg,  so  much  emphasis  is 
placed  on  learning  and  school  that 
student  can’t  find  time  to  work  and 
much  of  their  free  time  is  devoted 
to  study.  They  also  found  it  odd 
that  so  many  students  participated 
in  certain  classes.  They  were  even 
more  shocked  at  the  sight  of 
students  sleeping  in  classes  or 
walking  around  with  Walkman’s  in 
the  morning.  With  the  exception  of 


Celine  who  hopes  to  study  at 
Harvard  some  day,  none  have  made 
any  plans  for  college  study  abroad. 

In  addition  to  various  in-school 
activities,  the  French  went  on 
various  excursions  to  places  like  the 
Omni  Theater,  Gardner  Museum, 
the  MFA,  The  Freedom  Trail, 
Quincy,  Concord,  and  other  places 
too  many  to  mention.  They  all  loved 
Boston  and  enjoyed,  what  was  for 
many,  their  first  taste  of  American 
culture. 

Adieu! 

On  April  18th  the  French 
students  said  their  last  good-byes  to 
the  friendly  families  that  were  their 
home  for  two  weeks.  They  said 
good-bye  to  the  new  friends  they 
made  at  BLS.  The  BLS  community 
also  said  good-bye  as  its  sister-city 
comrades  were  on  their  way  back 
home.  Ms.  Brun  and  Mr.  DeMerit 
i  have  also  already  started  plans  for 
another  visit  from  Strasbourg  next 
year  and  we  hope  that  our  friends 
from  France  will  be  back  again. 


French 
Exchange 
Students 
Mathieu  Bauer 
Celine  Beck 
Thomas  Bischoff 
Julie  Box 
Elisabeth  Burst 
Antoine  Chaeton 
Laurence  Coignard 
Marilyn  Colmerauer 
Diane  De  Montgolfier 
Cyril  Durafour 
Severine  Egam 
Sophie  Ehrard 
MarcElysee 
Morgan  Frcguin 
Pierre  Friedrich 
Aude  Fritsch 
Guillaume  Gaudet 
Karim  Harti-Criqui 
Camille  Humbert 
Lionel  Kauffinann 
Philippe  Knaffo 
Julie  Martin 
Irene  Masselot 
Jean-Baptiste  Mutel 
Olga  Philonenko 
Gil  Zugmeyer 


An  Exchange  of  a  Different  Sort 


•  Julia  Rosenbaun 

It  was  like  in  any  other 
situatuion:  things  develop  dif¬ 
ferently  from  what  one  expects. 
When  I  decided  to  go  to  Boston 
for  my  junior  year,  I  didn’t  real¬ 
ize  what  it  meant  to  leave  home, 
friends  and  family.  From  all 
these  I  had  to  separate. 

I  had  to  start  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  which,  on  one  hand,  was 
exciting,  but  on  the  other  hand 
also  very  frustrating  and  hard. 
But  I  learned  that  everything 
comes  with  time.  This  was  also 
the  case  with  school.  The  first 
week  I  felt  overwhelmed  with 
work  and  pressure.  But  once  I 
got  used  to  running  from  the 
basement  to  the  third  floor  in 
four  minutes,  to  listening  to 
teachers’  speeches:  “this  is  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School,  what  do  you 
expect?”  and  doing  homework 
every  night,  I  started  to  like  it  a 
lot. 

It  was  very  exciting  to  meet 
so  many  new  people  every  day. 


For  three  months  I  almost  thought 
that  all  Americans  are  unbeliev¬ 
ably  nice  and  open,  but  later  I 
realized  that  phony  people  exist 
here  as  well  as  in  Germany.  But  I 
also  got  to  know  many  interesting 
and  lovely  people,  with  whom  I 
started  to  spend  time.  Now  I  know 
the  picture  of  an  American  clich6 
teenager  that  shows  a  fat,  superfi¬ 
cial  and  lazy  person  is  false.  I 
really  can’t  find  evidence  for  this 
cliche  in  the  majority  of  Boston 
Latin  students.  I  think  the  school 
offers  somebody  to  be  friends  with 
for  everyone. 

Another  picture  of  America 
that  I  had  imagined  before  I  came 
was  America  as  a  “melting  pot”, 
as  the  land  that  welcomes  every¬ 
body.  I  honestly  thought  I  would 
have  Black,  Asian,  and  Hispanic, 
and  White  friends.  Soon  I  had  to 
see  that  this  picture  was  wrong.  I 
have  nothing  against  other  nation¬ 
alities,  but  my  expectations  were 
not  realistic.  I  had  to  accect  that 
race  separates  people.  It  seems 
that  no  one  from  one  race  wants  to 


interact  with  the  other.  I’m  going 
to  take  a  daily  example:  lunch. 

Blacks  are  in  one  group  close 
to  the  Hispanics,  Asians  are  iso¬ 
lated  from  the  others  and  whites 
from  the  majority  of  grouped 
people.  From  what  I  heard  and 
experienced  I  understand  that  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  has  racial  problems. 
People  have  prejudices.  In  many 
cases  it  seems  that  the  people  of 
different  backgrounds  and  men¬ 
talities  don’t  want  to  communicate 
with  each  other. 

This  is  a  new  experience  and 
it  gives  me  a  new  perspective  on 
what  America  is  really  like.  One 
certainly  can’t  generalize  this,  but 
it  explains  to  me  a  great  deal  about 
the  segregation  of  classes  and  races. 
Boston  Latin  School  represents 
America.  Every  race  is  represented 
and  all  the  diffrent  cultures  attend 
one  school. 

I  was  asked  to  explain  differ¬ 
ences  and  similarities  between  my 
school  in  Germany  and  Boston 
Latin.  One  of  the  great  differences 
is  the  availability  of  after  school 


activities,  such  as  the  Chess  Club, 
Marine  Biological  Society  or  a 
variety  of  sports.  One  can  find 
friends  easily  and  it  helps  one 
take  one’s  mind  away  from  the 
daily  school  schedule.  However, 
sometimes  I  get  the  feeling  that 
many  of  these  people,  who  attend 
such  organizations,  just  do  it  be¬ 
cause  their  transcript  for  college 
has  to  look  as  long  as  possible. 

It  is  important  that  one  has 
creative  activites  as  well  as  scien¬ 
tific  ones  on  the  transcript.  My 
question  is  sometimes  whether 
they  do  it  for  themselves  or  just 
for  the  sake  of  the  transcript.  An¬ 
other  factor  that  I  really  like  in 
Boston  Latin  School  is  public  dec¬ 
lamation.  Because  of  the  tradition 
they  keep  doing  the  presentation 
of  poems.  I  fel  that  this  is  a  way  to 
discover  many  talents  and  inter¬ 
ests  as  well  as  to  exercise  and 
improve  their  abilities.  I  was  of¬ 
ten  impressed  by  many  presenta¬ 
tions. 

Public  declamation  leads  me 
into  one  of  my  major  feelings  of 


BLS  that  I  want  to  point  out.  The 
school  is  the  “first  high  school  in 
America,  one  of  the  hardest  and 
has  one  of  the  best  reputations.” 

When  one  is  in  the  auditorium 
one  reads  all  the  names  on  the  sides 
(even  if  one  knows  only  two  of 
them)  that  makes  one  feel  that  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  differs  from  other  high 
schools. 

I  think  students  are  proud  to 
be  part  of  this  institution.  It  holds 
them  together  and  forms  a  “spe¬ 
cial”  community.  But  it  still  shows 
many  similarities  to  other  Ameri¬ 
can  schools  or,  for  instance,  to  my 
school  in  Germany:  toilet  paper  is 
never  there  -  or  thrown  into  the 
toilet-,  vacations  are  always  too 
short  and  your  watch  seems  to  stop 
when  the  first  period  begins.  Over¬ 
all,  school  sucks  everywhere. 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Pearl  Jam:  For  Vedder  or  For  Worse 


Jared  Simmons,  I 


It  was  an  amazing  scene. 
During  the  10th  annual  Rock  and 
Roll  Hall  of  Fame  introduction 
ceremony,  music  legends  of  all 
sorts  gathered  to  pay  tribute  to 
their  contemporaries.  There  soon 
came  a  moment  when  a  relatively 
young  Seattle  band  joined  the 
“godfather  of  grunge”  Neil  Young 
on-stage  for  a  performance.  Y oung 
in  turn  later  played  with  the  leg¬ 
endary  Led  Zeppelin,  who  later 
played  with  members  from 
Aerosmith.  This  was  perhaps  the 
firstreal  indication  that  the  “torch” 
had  been  passed  on  to  Pearl  Jam, 
as  one  of  the  premier  rock  bands  in 
America.  It’s  hard  to  believe  that 
four  years  ago,  Pearl  Jam’s  lead 
singer  and  lyricist  Eddie  Vedder 
was  working  at  a  San  Diego  gas 
station. 

Pearl  Jam  (sometimes  called 
PJ  for  short)  first  formed  when 
Vedder  heard  some  of  guitarist 
Stone  Gossard’sdemo  tapes.  Bass¬ 
ist  Jeff  Ament,  lead  guitarist  Mike 
McCready  and  drummer  Dave 
Krusen  would  all  later  join.  To¬ 
gether,  PJ  recorded  their  first  al¬ 
bum  in  1991.  They  called  the  al¬ 
bum  Ten  because  initially  they 
played  for  a  brief  time  under  the 
name  of  Mookie  Blaylock  (the 
name  of  the  AUanta  Hawks  guard 
whose  number  was  10).  This  was 
before  Vedder  decided  to  rename 
the  band  after  his  great-grand¬ 
mother,  Pearl  who  created  preser¬ 
vatives  with  “hallucinogenic” 
properties:  hence  the  name  Pearl 
Jam.  Shortly  after  Ten’s  release, 
Krusen  left  because  of  domestic 
problems  and  drummer  Matt 
Chamberlain  briefly  filled  in  be¬ 
fore  Dave  Abbruzzese  became 
PJ’s  third  drummer. 

Before  long,  Ten  drew  Pearl 
Jam  national  attention  as  the  next 
“Big  Seattle  Band”,  following  in 


the  footsteps  of  Nirvana.  Ten  which 
featured  great  guitar  work  by 
McCready  and  Gossard  was  taken 
over  the  top  by  Vedder’  vocals.  It 
is  clear  to  any  listener  that  Vedder 
truly  feels  everything  he  sings. 
From  now-famous  songs  such  as 
“Alive”,  “Why  Go”,  “Black”,  and 
“Jeremy”  to  the  lesser  known 
“Porch”  and  “Once”,  Vedder  ad¬ 
dresses  some  serious  subject  man¬ 
ner  but  with  a  celebratory  tone. 
Duringa  1991  Rolling  Stone  inter¬ 
view  Vedder  explained  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  reason  for  Ten's 
variety  of  emotional  lyrics  which 
strengthened  the  band’s  bond. 

“It  just  turned  out  that  way, 
everybody  in  the  band  was  going 
through  this  kind  of  rebirth,  and  it 
went  from  the  burdens  of  being 
alive  to  appreciating  being  alive,” 
Vedder  said. 

As  big  as  Ten  was,  Pearl  Jam ’s 
second  effort.  Vs. ,  released  in  1 993 
was  even  more  monumental.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  SoundScan  data,  the 
album ’s  first- week  total  of 950,378 
copies  broke  the  previous  record 
set  by  Guns  N’  Roses’  Use  Your 
Illusion  II  in  September  1991 
(770,000  copies).  Pearl  Jam 
“couldn’t  have  cared  less”  about 
that  accomplishment.. .but  more 
about  that  later.  While  Ten  prima¬ 
rily  addressed  issues  in  Vedder’s 
own  life,  Vs.  is  based  more  on 
social  issues.  Eddie  Vedder  proved 
to  be  the  epitome  of  what  a  band 
leader  should  be.  He  shows  that  he 

could  be  reserved  and  reflective  in 
songs  such  as  “Daughter”  (about  a 

young  girl  with  a  dysfunctional 
family)  and  “Elderly  Woman  Be¬ 
hind  the  Counter  in  a  Small  Town” 
(about  aged  reflection  on  youth). 
He  also  demonstrated  that  he  could 
voice  passionate  yet  quick-paced 
tunes  like  “Glorified  G”  (a  slam 
against  the  reckless  use  of  guns) 
and  “Blood”  (on  the  surface  it 
seems  to  be  about  drugs  but  is 
really  about  Vedder  dealing  with 


The  Argo  Suggested  Summer 
Reading  List 

•  Compiled  by  Beth  &  Joann  Greenwood  &  Kate  Fruman 

Anything  by  Ray  Bradbury 

Alice  Throught  the  Needle’s  Eye  Gilbert  Adair 

The  Tamarack  Tree  or  Witche’s  Children  Patricia  Clapp 

A  Gathering  of  Heroes  Gregory  Alan-Williams 

Many  Waters  Madeline  L’Engle 

The  Animal  Family  Randall  Jarrell 

The  Giver  Lois  Lowry 

How  the  Garcia  Girls  Lost  Their  Accents  Julia  Alvarez 
Cat’ s  Eye  or  A  Handmaid’ s  Tale  Margaret  Atwood 
Animal  Dreams  Barbara  Kingsolver 
The  Measure  of  Our  Success  Marian  Wright  Edelman 
Smila  s  Sense  of  Snow  Peter  H0eg 
Something  I've  Been  Meaning  to  Tell  You  Alice  Munro 
The  Mousetrap  Agitha  Christie 
The  Acceidental  Tourist  Anne  Tyler 
How  to  Make  an  American  Quill  Whitney  Otto 
The  Sweeter  the  Juice  Shirlee  Taylor  Haizlip 
Mary  Reilly  Valerie  Martin 
Master  and  Margarita  Mikhail  Bulgakov 
My  Family  and  Other  Animals,  Three  Tickets  to 
Adventure  Gerald  Durrell 
Like  Water  for  Chocolate  Laura  Esquivel 
Up  the  Down  Staircase  Bel  Kaufman 
The  Goblin  Reservation  Clifford  Simak 


his  newfound  fame).  All  of  this 
revealed  PJ  to  be  more  of  a  hard- 
rock  band  rather  than  the  “alter¬ 
native”  punk  band  they  were  once 
regarded  as. 

Pearl  Jam’s  latest  and  most 
experimental  album  was  released 
in  December  of  1994.  Called 
Vitalogy,  it  in  many  ways  not  a 
great  representation  of  what  stage 
the  band  is  at.  Yet,  Vitalogy  mixes 
Ten’s  relative  simplicity  with  the 
skillful  ingenuity  of  Vs..  The  al¬ 
bum  is  eclectic  with  several  great 
songs  but  includes  one  “experi 

[Pearl  Jam]  doesn't 
care  how  much  tick - 
ets  [are  sold],  they 
just  care  about  their 
fans 

mental”  song  called  “Stupid  Mop” 
that  just  doesn’t  fit.  (According  to 
the  CD  booklet,  “Stupid  Mop” 
lodes  as  though  it  was  a  last  minute 
addition  to  Vitalogy).  Aside  from 
that,  most  of  Vitalogy  is  a  mixed 
bag.  Songs  such  as  “Corduroy” 
and  “Nothingman”  allow  Vedder 
to  vent  and  “Whipping”,  “Better 
Man”  and  “Immortality”  let 
Gossard,  McCready,  and  Ament 
shine  with  pristine  guitar  riffs. 
Even  powerhouse  drum  mer  Dave 
Abbruzzese  has  his  moments  by 
delivering  the  beats  of  most  of 
PJ’s  intros,  particularly  well  on 

“Not  for  You”  and  “Last  Exit”. 
Unfortunately,  shortly  after 

Vitalogy’ s  release,  Abbruzzese 
was  fired  from  the  band  (reason 
unknown).  Then  Jack  Irons,  for¬ 
merly  of  the  Red  Hot  Chili  Pep¬ 
pers,  took  over  as  PJ’s  fourth  and 
hopefully  last  drummer.  (As  far 
as  this  listener  can  tell.  Irons  is 
just  as  good  as  Abbruzzese  and 
has  known  Vedder  longer  than 
any  other  band  member.) 

While  all  of  this  fan  adora¬ 


tion  and  media  hype  was  going 
on,  PJ  attempted  to  keep  a  clear 
respective.  This  is  evident  in  ev¬ 
erything  from  Ten  to  the  Singles 
film  soundtrack  in  which  they  con¬ 
tributed  two  great  songs,  “Breath” 
and  “State  of  Love  and  Trust” 
(one  of  Pearl  Jam’s  best  efforts  to 
date).  Vedder  and  company  ac¬ 
complished  this  by  doing  every¬ 
thing  band-related  on  their  own 
terms.  When  Sony  (Epic  Records 
is  their  distributor)  executives 
tried  to  cajole  PJ  to  do  another 
video  -  they  have  only  done  one  - 
they  said  no.  Their  philosophy 
was  that  they  wanted  to  be  re¬ 
membered  for  their  songs  not  their 
videos.  This  forced  MTV  to  edit 
footage  of  the  band  ’  s  performance 
at  the  1993  MTV  Music  Video 
Awards  into  a  makeshift  “video”. 
The  bottom  line  of  this  being  that 
according  to  most  insiders  if  PJ 
had  made  a  video,  Vj.  would  have 
been  twice  as  successful.  But  as  I 
said  earlier,  PJ  doesn’t  really  care 
about  how  many  records  they  sell 
(as  proven  by  Vitalogy’s  less  than 
spectacular  profit)  but  is  more 
concerned  with  their  fans. 

PJ  proved  to  the  world  that 
they  were  serious  about  support¬ 
ing  their  fans  when  they  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  US.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  over  the  alleged 
monopoly  which  they  believe 
Ticketmaster  holds  over  the  ticket 
industry.  Vedder  elaborates  on 
that  in  an  excellent  article  in 
January’s  Spin  Magazine. 

He  says,  “Back  when  we  were 
on  tour  last  spring,  we  asked  ev¬ 
erybody  to  take  a  cut  [in  profits]  - 
we  were  taking  a  cut,  and  we  said 
if  we’re  gonna  work  with  you, 
you  have  to  do  the  same,  because 
we’re  not  going  to  take  as  much 
money  from  our  fans  as  everyone 
would  like.  Ticketmaster  didn’t 
want  a  cut.” 

The  band  recently  decided 
that  they  were  not  going  to  bother 


using  Ticketmaster  and  plan  to  tour 
using  a  cheaper  ticket  agency.  At 
this  point  in  their  short  career,  PJ  has 
done  a  great  deal  more  than  many 
older  bands.  This  allows  PJ  to  do 
things  many  other  bands  can’t  get 
away  with.  For  example.  Pearl  Jam 
was  the  first  band  to  appear  on  MTV 
Unplugged  that  had  only  done  one 
album.  Epic  recently  footed  the  bill 
to  allow  Vedder  to  have  satellite 
radioaccess  for  four  and  a  half  hours. 
During  the  January  8th  broadcast 
titled  “Self-Pollution  Radio”  fea¬ 
tured  live  sets.  Participants  included 
PJ  and  fellow  Seattle  bands 
Soundgarden,  Mudhoney,  Nirvana’s 
Krist  Novoselic,  and  Dave  Grohl, 
and  Mad  Season  (a  side  project  for 
Alice  in  Chains’  vocalist  Layne 
Staley  and  PJ’s  own  McCready). 
Vedder  also  livened  up  the  show  by 
playing  some  of  his  phone  answer¬ 
ing  machine  messages  which  were 
hilarious.  He  also  made  the  unprec¬ 
edented  gesture  of  giving  his  phone 
number  away.  This  compounded 
with  the  fact  that  Saturday  Night 
Live  allowed  PJ  to  play  three  songs 
during  their  April  1 994  performance 
(a  SNL  rarity)  proves  that  PJ  is  the 
“exception  to  the  rule.” 

Their  uniqueness  allows  them 
to  get  unedited  (song  airplay  with 
expletives)  airplay  from  most  radio 
stations  such  as  WBCN  and  WAAF. 
And  in  what  might  have  been  PJ’s 
most  interesting  accomplishment , 
WBCN  ditched  their  tradition  of 
playing  a  couple  of  Led  Zeppelin 
songs  following  the  Howard  Stern 
Show  and  now  have  a  “Jam  Ses¬ 
sion”.  Recently  voted  best  band  for 
1994  by  Rolling  Stone  and  Spin 
readers,  Pearl  Jam  is  now  poised  to 
rebound  from  the  mixed  reaction  to 
Vitalogy.  Before  commencing  their 
much-anticipated  summer  tour,  the 
band  will  record  an  album  with  Neil 
Young  (set  for  a  summer  release). 
Vedder  said  it  best  in  his  recent  Spin 
interview,  ‘Things  are  going  in  a 
good  direction.”  Ten:  A;  Vs.:  A; 
Vitalogy  :  B;  Band:  A+ 
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Sports 


Sports  Spotlight 


One  of  the  most  outstanding 
athletes  at  Boston  Latin  School 
who  has  not  received  much  atten¬ 
tion  is  junior  track  starEricka  Rice. 
Although  one  might  not  see  her 
flying  through  the  hall¬ 
ways,  she  holds  one  of 
the  top  times  in  the 
state  in  the  50  yard 
dash.  During  the  win¬ 
ter,  she  captured  the 
Dual  County  League 
title  of  the  fastest  fe¬ 
male  in  the  40  yard 
dash  with  a  time  of  5.2  seconds. 
This  achievement  was  followed 
by  a  third  place  finish  in  the  State 
meet  in  the  55  meter  dash  with  a 
time  of  7.36  seconds.  Following 
in  the  footsteps  of  her  role  model 
Olympic  runner  gold  medalist  Flo¬ 
rence  Griffith  Joyner,  Ericka  is 
working  her  way  to  the  top  with  a 
future  goal  to  compete  in  the  Olym¬ 
pics. 

Ericka  knew  running  was  her 
passion  when,  as  a  child,  she  would 
race  everyone  in  the  block,  and 
beat  them  all.  At  BLS,  she  has 
been  on  the  indoor  and  spring  track 
teams  since  eighth  grade.  Her  tal¬ 
ents  range  from  excelling  in  50, 
the  100,  and  the  200  yard  dashes, 
to  running  the  first  leg  of  the  4x  1 00 
and  4x200  relay.  Thus  far,  her 
accomplishments  include:  third 
place  in  the  1994  Indoor  Dual 
County  League  50  yard  dash,  and 
qualifying  for  the  State  Meet;  in 
1995,  finishing  first  in  the  Indoor 
Dual  County  League  50  yard  dash, 
and  leading  the  4x100  relay  team 
to  a  second  place  f  nish  in  the  S  tate 
Meet  and  the  New  England  Meet, 


and  an  invitation  to  the  exclusive 
Penn  State  relays. 

When  asked  about  her  envi¬ 
sioned  accomplishments  for  the 
Spring  season,  she  modestly 
shrugged  her  shoul¬ 
ders.  “I  take  every 
race  at  a  time,  “  she 
responded.  When  she 
gets  on  the  line  be¬ 
fore  each  race,  she 
only  thinks  about  the 
f  nish  1  ine,  as  she  puts 
everything  in  the  back 
of  her  mind.  What  pushes  her  in 
each  race  is  the  rush  she  gets  from 
everyone  cheering,  especially  her 
parents,  her  biggest  supporters. 

As  a  junior,  Ericka  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  receiving  recruitment 
letters  from  Division  I  track 
coaches.  Amidst  the  calls  from 
Brown,  UMass  Amherst  and  the 
University  of  Rhode  Island,  Ericka 
wants  to  go  to  Temple  University 
in  Pennsylvania.  Track  has  be 
come  part  of  her  life.  She  runs  at 
least  5  days  a  week  year  round. 
The  psychological  drive  that  keeps 
her  excelling  is  the  battle  against 
the  clock.  "Winning  is  not  the 
most  important  part  of  the  race,  it  is 
improving  your  time,”  she  re¬ 
sponds.  She  says  one  is  never 
satisfied  until  one  reaches  their 
personal  record  (P.R.),  which 
Ericka  consistently  does. 

This  season  Ericka’s  goals  in¬ 
clude  not  only  D.C.L.  50  yard  title, 
but  most  importantly,  finishing  in 
the  top  five  in  the  New  England 
Class  Meet.  With  her  drive  and 
hard  work,  Ericka  can  make  her 
dreams  come  true. 


Spring  Sports  Update 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

After  a  somewhat  mild  winter, 
spring  athletes  were  anxious  to  play 
sports  in  the  warm,  sunny  outdoors. 
Spring  sports  teams  include:  Var- 
sity/JV  Baseball,  Varsity/JV  Soft- 
ball,  Varsity/JV  Boys’  Volleyball, 
Varsity/JV  Track  and  Field,  Girls 
and  Boys  Varsity  Tennis.Varsity 
Crew  and  Sailing.  Many  of  the 
spring  teams  are  barely  floating 
above  the  .500  mark  in  the  Dual 
County  league.  The  Boys  Baseball 
Team,  after  a  senior  dominated  team 
nearly  clinched  the  Dual  County 
League  Title  last  year,  is  having  a 
rebuilding  season.  Junior  captain 
and  1994  D.C.L.  All-Star  Steve 
McCabe  has  helped  lead  the  team  to 
a  2-4  record.  Girls’  Softball  has 
been  struggling  with  a  record  of  1  -4, 
losing  all  four  games  by  less  than 
two  runs.  Senior  captain  Susan 
Russo  (shortstop/pitcher),  senior 
Meredith  Kaizer  (First  base),  sopho¬ 
more  Michelle  Hughes  (pitcher), 
freshman  Alicia  Powers  (catcher), 
and  utility  player,  fivesie  Kristen 
McDonnell,  have  all  excelled.  Boys 
Volleyball  has  also  been  struggling 
with  continual  improvement  with  a 
record  of  6-5.  The  team  is  led  by 
senior  co-captains  Hamilton  Ho  and 
Alan  Yu,  and  returning  seniors 
Steven  Ng,  Garvin  Hui  and  Vinnie 
Letteri.  The  Tennis  Team  has  had 
its  biggest  surprise  this  year  with  an 
amazing  three  victories  and  one  loss. 
Senior  co-captains  include  Mary 
DeSouza  and  Karin  Johnson.  The 
team  finally  received  a  home  court 
to  play  on  this  season  at  Franklin 


Field. 

The  most  victorious  team  this 
season  has  been  the  Spring  track 
team,  which  also  has  the  largest 
number  of  team  members.  Many 
indivduals  from  Latin  have  been 
placing  first  in  their  races,  earning 
Latin  Girls  undefeated  first  place  in 
the  DCL,  with  the  boys  close  behind 
with  a  record  of  2-2.  The  track  stars 
include:  senior  captain  Angela 
Bayer  (two  mile),  junior  Colleen 
Madden  (one  mile),  junior  Ericka 
Rice  (50 yard  dash),  juniorNonyem 
O.  (50  yard  dash),  sophomore  Mimi 
Stithe  (800m),  senior  Lena  Home 
and  freshman  Lauren  Demore 
(hurdles),  senior  Andrew  Rowlings 
(300m  hurdles),  senior  Zach  Fal¬ 
coner  (shot  put,  triple  jump,  100m), 
junior  Alex  McCormick  (400  and 
800),  and  junior  Kabede  Tulloch 
(100m).  The  girls  4x1 00  relay  team 
of  senior  InoOkoawo,  junior  Ericka 
Rice,  senior  Emoverere  Okiwe  and 
junior  Nonyem  O.  has  also  placed 
first  in  the  DCL,  earning  the  team  an 
invitation  to  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Relays  this  season. 

This  year  Boston  Latin  has  had 
Dual  County  league  champions  ev¬ 
ery  season,  with  the  Girls  Volley¬ 
ball  Team  in  the  fall,  and  the  Girls 
Basketball  team  in  the  winter,  so  we 
need  a  DCL  team  winner  for  the 
spring.  The  Girls  Track  Team  is 
leading  the  Pack,  but  it’s  not  too  late 
for  any  team  to  dominate  their 
league.  Fans,  come  and  support 
your  school  athletic  teams  and  show 
some  school  spirit.  Carpe  diem! 


Volleyball 

Update 

The  BLS  Boys’  Volleyball  Team 
has  enjoyed  an  ever- improving 
season.  They  are  led  by  senior 
captains  Hamilton  Ho  and  Alan 
Yu,  along  with  senior  starters 
Steven  Ng,  Garvin  Hui,  Vinnie 
Letteri,  and  juniors  Anthony  Mui 
andKitLee.  Seniors  Jamie  Soohoo, 
Kent  Wu,  Kin  Wong,  Ken  Lee, 
and  Koon  Lam  are  also  on  the 
team.  The  team  is  now  6-5  (3-3  in 
the  league)  and  they  are  fighting 
for  a  tournament  spot. 


Sports  Spotlight 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

If  one  needs  a  player  on  a 
team  to  fill  in  for  any  position, 
whether  on  the  soccer  field,  the 
basketball  court,  or  baseball  dia¬ 
mond,  Molly  Dunford  is  the  player 
to  depend  on.  She  has  played 
almost  every  position  in  her  range 
of  sports — goalie,  shortstop,  for¬ 
ward,  centerfield,  halfback, 
catcher — and  has  excelled  at  each 
one.  As  a  freshman,  she  made  her 
mark  in  Boston  Latin  Sports  as  a 
member  of  the  Girls  Varsity  Soc¬ 
cer  team,  a  member  of  the  Varsity 
Basketball  team,  and  captain  of 
the  JV  Softball  team. 

As  a  naturally  talented  ath¬ 
lete,  she  has  the  agility  and  game 
mind  to  handle  any  situation  in 
sports.  She  started  playing  vari¬ 
ous  sports  when  she  was  six  years 
old,  beginning  with  A.D.S.L.  Soc¬ 
cer  and  Cedar  Grove  Baseball, 
and  picking  up  CYO  Basketball 
and  CYO  Softball  along  the  way. 
She  continues  her  busy  sports 
agenda  by  juggling  indoor  and 
outdoor  soccer  leagues,  CY O  bas¬ 
ketball,  and  Cedar  Grove  Base¬ 
ball  in  addition  to  her  BLS  sports 
team. 

Although  soccer  is  the  sport 
in  which  she  most  excels,  Molly’s 
favorite  sport  is  basketball.  She 
says  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
basketball  is  “the  biggest  chal¬ 
lenge  in  which  to  improve.”  Molly 
was  also  part  of  the  state  ranked 
Dual  County  League  Champion¬ 


ship  Girls  Basketball  team.  As  a 
freshman,  Molly  was  also  named  to 
the  D.C.L.  Second-Team  All-Star 
Soccer  Team  in  the  fall.  Despite 
these  accomplishments,  one  of  her 
proudest  moments  came  this  season, 
when  she  became  the  first  girl  to  play 
in  the  Senior  Division  of  Cedar  Grove 
baseball. 

What  Molly  admitted  to  liking 
best  about  playing  sports  is  the  com¬ 
petitive  spirit.  She  enjoys  playing 
sports  for  fun,  but  she  thrives  on  the 
feeling  of  winning.  This  winning 
attitude  is  also  shown  in  her  school- 
work,  as  she  is  on  the  Approbation 
List  every  term.  She  also  added  that 
the  time  management  of  playing 
sports  keeps  her  disciplined  and  fo¬ 
cused  on  her  schoolwork. 

Regarded  by  her  teammates  as 
an  unselfish  player  and  great  team 
player,  Molly  has  won  the  respect  of 
all  ages  on  her  sports  teams.  She  is  a 
leader  by  example  because  of  her 
athletic  positive  attitude.  Because 
she  is  a  dynamic  young  player,  we 
expect  to  hear  a  lot  more  about  Molly 
Dunford  through  her  sports  career  at 
Boston  Latin. 
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Call  and  ask  for  Bill  Dunn 
—  BLS  Class  *63 


First  Came  the  Germans; 


Paderborn  —  Germany 


PADERBORN 


Arrival 

16  girts  and  4  boys  all  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  16  accompanied 
by  their  language  teachers  Mrs. 
Gisela  Hoffmann  and  Mr.  Heinz- 
Walter  Benseler  walked  into  the 
Logan  terminal  with  smiles  on  their 
faces  and  excitement  in  their  eyes. 

After  they  were  warmly 
welcomed  at  BLS  by  Asst- 
Headmaster  Ms.  Kelly-Lacambria 
and  given  a  tour  of  the  school,  they 
were  split  up  and  greeted  by  their 
host  students  who  later  took  them 
to  their  homes  in  Brighton,  Allston, 
Charlestown,  East  Boston,  South 
End,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbuiy, 
Hyde  Park,  and  Roslindale. 

Life  at  BLS 

To  really  get  a  taste  of  BLS 
life,  the  exchange  students  were 
given  schedules  and  attended 
classes  where  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  participate  just  like 
regular  students.  In  addition  to  their 
experiences  in  the  classrooms,  they 
journeyed  on  several  excursions  to 
interesting  places  such  as  The 
Gardner  Museum,  The  Freedom 
Trail,  The  John  Hancock  tower. 
The  MFA  and  other  Boston 
landmarks  and  tourist  sites.  They 
were  also  invited  to  school 
functions  and  participated  in  several 
activities. 

Germany 

For  most  German  students  this 
was  their  first  trip  to  the  US.  They 
were  a  long  way  from  their  native 
town  of  Paderborn,  a  medium-sized 
city  with  a  population  of  about 
133,000  and  a  rich  history  which 
dates  back  to  pre-Roman  times. 


Their  school,  the  Pelizaeus 
“Gymnasium,”  is  the  oldest  public 
girls’  school  in  Eastern  Westphalia 
and  since  1972  has  been  a  co¬ 
educational  academic  college 
preparatory  school.  It  is  the  biggest 
in  the  city  with  about  1200  students 
and  95  teachers. 

Feedback 

A  couple  days  before  they  were 
scheduled  to  leave  I  had  a  chance  to 
talk  to  the  Germans  about  their 
experience  in  Boston. 
Communication  was  far  from 
difficult  as  they  all  spoke  and 
understood  English  almost 
flawlessly. 

BLS  vs.  Pelizaeua- 
Gymnasium 

One  of  the  first  things  that  the 
exchange  students  commented 
about  was  the  variation  of  the 
structure  of  the  school  and  school 
day.  First,  the  students  in  Paderborn 
have  13  subjects  in  addition  to  extra 
sport  or  music/art  groups.  Their  day 
begins  at  eight  and  ends  roughly 
around  four-thirty.  Classes  are 
slightly  longer  than  ours  with  15 
minute  breaks  after  ever  second 
period.  An  open  campus  policy 
allows  them  to  go  home  for  lunch 
or  eat  their  own  in  the  school 
courtyard.  They  must  attend  school 
on  Saturday  from  eight  until  eleven 
in  the  morning  and  many  even  come 
on  Sunday  to  do  some  extra 
studying.  On  average  students 
receive  2  hours  of  homework  per 
night. 

Unlike  BLS,  where  students  do 
the  walking  from  class  to  class 
between  periods,  in  Paderborn  the 
teachers  do  the  traveling  and  the 
students  remain  in  their  class  the 
entire  day.  The  only  exception 
being  if  they  have  to  go  to  a  special 
classroom  like  a  Chemistry  lab  or 
music  room.  Congested  hallways 
are  unheard  of 

The  majority  of  the  school 
population  is  Protestant  Catholic 
and  religion  is  a  required  course. 

Education  is  free  up  to  grade 
13  (that’s  right  13)  and  if  students 
decide  to  go  on  to  higher  education 
the  state  offers  various  aid  and 

grants.  Materials  and  books  are  free 
throughout. 


Their  school  year  is  composed 
of  2  terms.  Rarely  do  they  receive 
little  quizzes  or  weekly  tests,  but 
rather  one  or  two  period  tests  every 
term  which  test  what  they  learned 
that  term. 

All  live  within  proximity  of  the 
school  and  many  choose  to  ride 
their  bikes,  walk,  or  ride  the  city 
bus. 

One  of  the  main  comments 
from  both  German  students  and 
teachers  was  that  students  in 
Paderborn  were  more  self- 
disciplined  and  motivated  to  learn. 
The  school  community  is  closely 
nit,  teachers  know  many  parents 
and  parents  are  informed  of  what  is 
going  on  in  school. 

Boston  vs.  Paderborn 

Paderborn  is  a  suburb  with  a 
population  one-fourth  that  of 
Boston.  It  does  not  have  any 
skyscrapers,  giant  malls,  or  a 
complex  mass-transit  system,  but 
what  it  does  have  is  a  modem 
appeal  along  with  a  rich  history 
various  monuments  and  structures 
that  date  back  even  before  Boston 
was  a  city. 

Many  Germans  were  awed  by 
the  complexity  of  the  city.  They 
were  also  quite  surprised  at  the 
friendly  atmosphere  the  city 
projects.  Everyone  loved  the  city 
for  its  modem  yet  historical  look 
and  all  hope  to  make  future  visits  to 
the  US. 

auf  Wicderschen! 

As  they  were  preparing  to 
leave,  they  said  their  final  good¬ 
bye’s  to  their  new  found  friends  at 
Latin  as  well  as  many  thanks  to 
their  host  families  who  gave  them  a 
home  away  from  home.  Their 
English  teacher  Gisela  Hoffinan 
added  that  “exchange  programs  like 
this  one  are  wonderful  in  that  they 
motivate  students  to  learn  English 
and  help  students  understand  each 
other  and  each  others’  land,  it  helps 
them  be  more  tolerant.” 

Unfortunately,  this  year 
students  from  Boston  Latin  will  not 
be  able  to  travel  to  Paderborn  as 
they  did  lost  year  duo  to  conflicting 

school  schedules.  The  Germans 
were  very  saddened  that  the 


German  Exchange  Students 


Julianne  Driller 
Heinz  Gensieke 
Sandra  Geriing 
Andreas  Gerold 
Arne  Heimann 
Katrin  Henke 
Tanja  Kilimann 
Susanne  Kuppmeier 
Michaels  Mazor 
Imke  Oberschafer 
Kerstein  Pfeiffer 
Christina  Rchaag 
Carmen  Rusing 
Frauke  Schaar 
Katharina  Schafer 
Friederike  Seveck 
Christiane  Stelbrink 
Henrik  Vothknecht 
Katja  Wagner 
Anne  Zacharias 


Last  Summers  American  Exchange  Group 


Americans  were  unable  to  make  it. 
“Copious  tears  were  wept”  added 
Mr.  DeMerit,  by  both  the 
Americans  and  Germans. 


Ms.  Brun  and  Mr.  DeMerit 
are  already  making  plans  for 
future  Boston/Strasbourg 
exchange  programs. 


Visit 

Strasbourg  &  Paris ! 

Anyone  interested  in  participating  on 
this  trip  to  our  Sister-City 
should  see  Ms.  Brun  as  soon  as 
possible  in  room  202. 

Leave  June  16  &  Return  July  8 


The  Pelizaeus-Gynmasium 


The  German  Exchange  Group 


BLS  .Argo,  April -May  1995 


9 


Then  Came  the  French 


Strasbourg  --  France 


Sister  Cities 

While  the  German  exchange 
group  was  on  its  last  week  at  BLS 
another  exchange  group  arrived 
with  the  same  amount,  if  not  more, 
of  enthusiasm  from  Strasbourg, 
France. 

Organized  once  again  by  Ms. 
Brun  and  retired  Latin  School 
Master  Mr.  DeMerit,  the 
Boston/Strasbourg  exchange  is  in 
its  second  successful  year. 

You  may  be  wondering,  “Why 
Strasbourg?”  the  answer  is  simple. 
Boston  and  Strasbourg  are  sister 
cities  and  the  exchange  was  made 
possible  by  the  Boston  Sister  City 
partnership.  Ms.  Brun,  along  with 

Mr.  Contompaaia  wars  both 
nominated  to  be  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Sister  city  committee  which 
is  run  out  of  the  mayor’s  office . 
Arrival 

Twenty-six  students  with  their 
two  English  teachers,  Nicole  Roch 
and  Christian  Domball,  arrived  and 
were  processed  in  much  the  same 
way  as  the  Germans.  They  were 
given  a  tour  of  the  school  and  split 
up  with  their  host  students 
Strasbourg 

Strasbourg  is  located  about 
250  miles  east  of  Paris  with  a 
population  of  about  250,000.  It  is 
an  old  city  with  many  examples  of 
medieval  buildings.  The  Gothic 
Cathedral  with  its  famous  clock, 

magnificent  rose  window,  and  a  465 
ft.  high  spire,  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  Europe.  The  students 
go  to  a  school  located  in  the  heart 
of  town  called  Gymnase  Jean  Stum 
with  a  student  body  of  about  1,000. 

Student  Life 

Students  in  Strasbourg  attend 
school  from  eight  until  five  or  six  in 


the  afternoon.  Their  classes  last  for 
55  minutes  with  breaks  ever  two 
hours  and  a  two  hours  break  at 
noon  for  lunch  Once  again,  under 
an  open  campus  policy,  students 
may  leave  to  eat  lunch  at  home. 
Students  also  have  free  periods  but 
instead  of  sitting  in  a  study  hall  the 
school  encourages  them  to  leave  the 
school  building.  Between  classes 
both  the  students  and  teachers 
move.  Ten  courses  and  two 
languages  are  the  curriculum  and 
school  is  in  session  on  Saturdays.  A 
sport  is  considered  a  course  and 
must  be  taken.  If  a  student  is  unfit 
for  a  athletic  activity  he  or  she  must 
take  a  written  test. 

The  journey  to  college  is  also 
different.  To  successfully  graduate 
from  high  school  all  students  must 
take  the  Gaccalaureat,  a  final  test 
that  last  3  days  and  is  composed  of 
3  written  parts  and  one  oral  part.  If 
students  fail  to  pass  the  test  they 
must  repeat  the  year.  The 
Gaccalaureat  is  the  most  dreaded 
test  in  Strasbourg. 

The  level  of  education  is 
slightly  higher  than  in  Boston. 
When  students  graduate  they  have 
completed  the  American  equivalent 
of  a  second  year  in  college. 

Feedback 

In  addition  to  having  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  BLS 
classes  the  French  teachers  also 
took  some  time  to  sit  in  and  watch 
the  American  education  system  at 
work.  They  sat  in  on  only  a  few 
|  classes  such  as  French  and  English 
and  were  impressed  overall.  They 
did,  however,  notice  a  lack  of 
enthusiasm  to  learn  among  some  of 
_  the  classes  they  visited.  They  were 
also  surprised  by  the  high  level  of 


student  participation  in  some 
classes  because  in  Strasbourg 
student  participation  is  desired  but 
not  encouraged. 

The  French  students  also  had 
some  comments  of  their  own  about 
Latin  School.  They  were  amazed  by 
the  sheer  size  of  both  the  school 
and  student  body.  They  were 
surprised  by  the  short  school  day 
length  and  also  by  the  fact  that 
many  BLS  students  work  after 
school  and  on  the  weekends.  In 
Strasbourg,  so  much  emphasis  is 
placed  on  learning  and  school  that 
student  can’t  find  time  to  work  and 
much  of  their  free  time  is  devoted 
to  study.  They  also  found  it  odd 
that  so  many  students  participated 
in  certain  classes.  They  were  even 
more  shocked  at  the  sight  of 
students  sleeping  in  dasses  or 
walking  around  with  Walkman’s  in 
the  morning.  With  the  exception  of 


Celine  who  hopes  to  study  at 
Harvard  some  day,  none  have  made 
any  plans  for  college  study  abroad. 

In  addition  to  various  in-school 
activities,  the  French  went  on 
various  excursions  to  places  like  the 
Omni  Theater,  Gardner  Museum, 
the  MFA,  The  Freedom  Trail, 
Quincy,  Concord,  and  other  places 
too  many  to  mention.  They  all  loved 
Boston  and  enjoyed,  what  was  for 
many,  their  first  taste  of  American 
culture. 

Adieu! 

On  April  18th  the  French 
students  said  their  last  good-byes  to 
the  friendly  families  that  were  their 
home  for  two  weeks.  They  said 
good-bye  to  the  new  friends  they 
made  at  BLS.  The  BLS  community 
also  said  good-bye  as  its  sister-city 
comrades  were  on  their  way  back 
home.  Ms.  Brun  and  Mr.  DeMerit 
i  have  also  already  started  plans  for 
another  visit  from  Strasbourg  next 
year  and  we  hope  that  our  friends 
from  France  will  be  back  again. 


French 
Exchange 
Students 
Mathieu  Bauer 
Celine  Beck 
Thomas  Bischoff 
Julie  Box 
Elisabeth  Burst 
Antoine  Chaeton 
Laurence  Coignard 
Marilyn  Colmerauer 
Diane  De  Montgolfier 
Cyril  Durafour 
Severine  Egam 
Sophie  Ehrard 
MarcElysee 
Morgan  Frcguin 
Pierre  Friedrich 
Aude  Fritsch 
Guillaume  Gaudet 
Karim  Harti-Criqui 
Camille  Humbert 
Lionel  Kauffinann 
Philippe  Knaffo 
Julie  Martin 
Irene  Masselot 
Jean-Baptiste  Mutel 
Olga  Philonenko 
Gil  Zugmeyer 


An  Exchange  of  a  Different  Sort 


•  Julia  Rosenbaun 

It  was  like  in  any  other 
situatuion:  things  develop  dif¬ 
ferently  from  what  one  expects. 
When  I  decided  to  go  to  Boston 
for  my  junior  year,  I  didn’t  real¬ 
ize  what  it  meant  to  leave  home, 
friends  and  family.  From  all 
these  I  had  to  separate. 

I  had  to  start  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  which,  on  one  hand,  was 
exciting,  but  on  the  other  hand 
also  very  frustrating  and  hard. 
But  I  learned  that  everything 
comes  with  time.  This  was  also 
the  case  with  school.  The  first 
week  I  felt  overwhelmed  with 
work  and  pressure.  But  once  I 
got  used  to  running  from  the 
basement  to  the  third  floor  in 
four  minutes,  to  listening  to 
teachers’  speeches:  “this  is  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School,  what  do  you 
expect?”  and  doing  homework 
every  night,  I  started  to  like  it  a 
lot. 

It  was  very  exciting  to  meet 
so  many  new  people  every  day. 


For  three  months  I  almost  thought 
that  all  Americans  are  unbeliev¬ 
ably  nice  and  open,  but  later  I 
realized  that  phony  people  exist 
here  as  well  as  in  Germany.  But  I 
also  got  to  know  many  interesting 
and  lovely  people,  with  whom  I 
started  to  spend  time.  Now  I  know 
the  picture  of  an  American  clichd 
teenager  that  shows  a  fat,  superfi¬ 
cial  and  lazy  person  is  false.  I 
really  can’t  find  evidence  for  this 
cliche  in  the  majority  of  Boston 
Latin  students.  I  think  the  school 
offers  somebody  to  be  friends  with 
for  everyone. 

Another  picture  of  America 
that  I  had  imagined  before  I  came 
was  America  as  a  “melting  pot”, 
as  the  land  that  welcomes  every¬ 
body.  I  honestly  thought  I  would 
have  Black,  Asian,  and  Hispanic, 
and  White  friends.  Soon  I  had  to 
see  that  this  picture  was  wrong.  I 
have  nothing  against  other  nation¬ 
alities,  but  my  expectations  were 
not  realistic.  I  had  to  accect  that 
race  separates  people.  It  seems 
that  no  one  from  one  race  wants  to 


interact  with  the  other.  I’m  going 
to  take  a  daily  example:  lunch. 

Blacks  are  in  one  group  close 
to  the  Hispanics,  Asians  are  iso¬ 
lated  from  the  others  and  whites 
from  the  majority  of  grouped 
people.  From  what  I  heard  and 
experienced  I  understand  that  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  has  racial  problems. 
People  have  prejudices.  In  many 
cases  it  seems  that  the  people  of 
different  backgrounds  and  men¬ 
talities  don’t  want  to  communicate 
with  each  other. 

This  is  a  new  experience  and 
it  gives  me  a  new  perspective  on 
what  America  is  really  like.  One 
certainly  can’t  generalize  this,  but 
it  explains  to  me  a  great  deal  about 
the  segregation  of  classes  and  races. 
Boston  Latin  School  represents 
America.  Every  race  is  represented 
and  all  the  diffrent  cultures  attend 
one  school. 

I  was  asked  to  explain  differ¬ 
ences  and  similarities  between  my 
school  in  Germany  and  Boston 
Latin.  One  of  the  great  differences 
is  the  availability  of  after  school 


activities,  such  as  the  Chess  Club, 
Marine  Biological  Society  or  a 
variety  of  sports.  One  can  find 
friends  easily  and  it  helps  one 
take  one’s  mind  away  from  the 
daily  school  schedule.  However, 
sometimes  I  get  the  feeling  that 
many  of  these  people,  who  attend 
such  organizations,  just  do  it  be¬ 
cause  their  transcript  for  college 
has  to  look  as  long  as  possible. 

It  is  important  that  one  has 
creative  activites  as  well  as  scien¬ 
tific  ones  on  the  transcript.  My 
question  is  sometimes  whether 
they  do  it  for  themselves  or  just 
for  the  sake  of  the  transcript.  An¬ 
other  factor  that  I  really  like  in 
Boston  Latin  School  is  public  dec¬ 
lamation.  Because  of  the  tradition 
they  keep  doing  the  presentation 
of  poems.  I  fel  that  this  is  a  way  to 
discover  many  talents  and  inter¬ 
ests  as  well  as  to  exercise  and 
improve  their  abilities.  I  was  of¬ 
ten  impressed  by  many  presenta¬ 
tions. 

Public  declamation  leads  me 
into  one  of  my  major  feelings  of 


BLS  that  I  want  to  point  out.  The 
school  is  the  “first  high  school  in 
America,  one  of  the  hardest  and 
has  one  of  the  best  reputations.” 

When  one  is  in  the  auditorium 
one  reads  all  the  names  on  the  sides 
(even  if  one  knows  only  two  of 
them)  that  makes  one  feel  that  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  differs  from  other  high 
schools. 

I  think  students  are  proud  to 
be  part  of  this  institution.  It  holds 
them  together  and  forms  a  “spe¬ 
cial”  community.  But  it  still  shows 
many  similarities  to  other  Ameri¬ 
can  schools  or,  for  instance,  to  my 
school  in  Germany:  toilet  paper  is 
never  there  -  or  thrown  into  the 
toilet-,  vacations  are  always  too 
short  and  your  watch  seems  to  stop 
when  the  first  period  begins.  Over¬ 
all,  school  sucks  everywhere. 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Pearl  Jam:  For  Vedder  or  For  Worse 


Jared  Simmons,  I 


It  was  an  amazing  scene. 
During  the  10th  annual  Rock  and 
Roll  Hall  of  Fame  introduction 
ceremony,  music  legends  of  all 
sorts  gathered  to  pay  tribute  to 
their  contemporaries.  There  soon 
came  a  moment  when  a  relatively 
young  Seattle  band  joined  the 
“godfather  of  grunge”  Neil  Young 
on-stage  for  a  performance.  Young 
in  turn  later  played  with  the  leg¬ 
endary  Led  Zeppelin,  who  later 
played  with  members  from 
Aerosmith.  This  was  perhaps  the 
first  real  indication  that  the  “torch” 
had  been  passed  on  to  Pearl  Jam, 
as  one  of  the  premier  rock  bands  in 
America  It’s  hard  to  believe  that 
four  years  ago,  Pearl  Jam’s  lead 
singer  and  lyricist  Eddie  Vedder 
was  working  at  a  San  Diego  gas 
station. 

Pearl  Jam  (sometimes  called 
PJ  for  short)  first  formed  when 
Vedder  heard  some  of  guitarist 
S  tone  Gossard’s  demo  tapes.  Bass¬ 
ist  Jeff  Ament,  lead  guitarist  Mike 
McCready  and  drummer  Dave 
Krusen  would  all  later  join.  To¬ 
gether,  PJ  recorded  their  first  al¬ 
bum  in  1991.  They  called  the  al¬ 
bum  Ten  because  initially  they 
played  for  a  brief  time  under  the 
name  of  Mookie  Blaylock  (the 
name  of  the  Atlanta  Hawks  guard 
whose  number  was  10).  This  was 
before  Vedder  decided  to  rename 
the  band  after  his  great-grand¬ 
mother,  Pearl  who  created  preser¬ 
vatives  with  “hallucinogenic” 
properties:  hence  the  name  Pearl 
Jam.  Shortly  after  Ten’s  release, 
Krusen  left  because  of  domestic 
problems  and  drummer  Matt 
Chamberlain  briefly  filled  in  be¬ 
fore  Dave  Abbruzzese  became 
PJ’s  third  drummer. 

Before  long,  Ten  drew  Pearl 
Jam  national  attention  as  the  next 
“Big  Seattle  Band”,  following  in 


thefootsteps  of  Nirvana.  Ten  which 
featured  great  guitar  work  by 
McCready  and  Gossard  was  taken 
over  the  top  by  Vedder’  vocals.  It 
is  clear  to  any  listener  that  Vedder 
truly  feels  everything  he  sings. 
From  now-famous  songs  such  as 
“Alive”,  “Why  Go”,  “Black”,  and 
“Jeremy”  to  the  lesser  known 
“Porch”  and  “Once”,  Vedder  ad¬ 
dresses  some  serious  subject  man¬ 
ner  but  with  a  celebratory  tone. 
During  a  1991  Rolling  Stone  inter¬ 
view  Vedder  explained  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  reason  for  Ten's 
variety  of  emotional  lyrics  which 
strengthened  the  band’s  bond. 

“It  just  turned  out  that  way, 
everybody  in  the  band  was  going 
through  this  kind  of  rebirth,  and  it 
went  from  the  burdens  of  being 
alive  to  appreciating  being  alive,” 
Vedder  said. 

As  big  as  Ten  was.  Pearl  Jam  ’  s 
second  effort.  Vs.,  released  in  1 993 
was  even  more  monumental.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  SoundScan  data,  the 
album’s  first- week  total  of 950,378 
copies  broke  the  previous  record 
set  by  Guns  N’  Roses’  Use  Your 
Illusion  II  in  September  1991 
(770,000  copies).  Pearl  Jam 
“couldn’t  have  cared  less”  about 
that  accomplishment.. .but  more 
about  that  later.  While  Ten  prima¬ 
rily  addressed  issues  in  Vedder’s 
own  life,  Vs.  is  based  more  on 
social  issues.  Eddie  Vedder  proved 
to  be  the  epitome  of  what  a  band 
leader  should  be.  He  shows  that  he 

could  be  reserved  and  reflective  in 
songs  such  as  “Daughter”  (about  a 

young  girl  with  a  dysfunctional 
family)  and  “Elderly  Woman  Be¬ 
hind  the  Counter  in  a  Small  Town” 
(about  aged  reflection  on  youth). 
He  also  demonstrated  that  he  could 
voice  passionate  yet  quick-paced 
tunes  like  “Glorified  G”  (a  slam 
against  the  reckless  use  of  guns) 
and  “Blood”  (on  the  surface  it 
seems  to  be  about  drugs  but  is 
really  about  Vedder  dealing  with 


The  Argo  Suggested  Summer 
Reading  List 

Compiled  by  Beth  &  Joann  Greenwood  &  Kate  Fruman 

Anything  by  Ray  Bradbury 

Alice  Throughl  the  Needle's  Eye  Gilbert  Adair 

The  Tamarack  Tree  or  Witche’s  Children  Patricia  Clapp 

A  Gathering  cf  Heroes  Gregory  Alan-Williams 

Many  Waters  Madeline  L’Engle 

The  Animal  Family  Randall  Jarrell 

The  Giver  Lois  Lowry 

How  the  Garcia  Girls  Lost  Their  Accents  Julia  Alvarez 
Cat’s  Eye  or  A  Handmaid's  Tale  Margaret  Atwood 
Animal  Dreams  Barbara  Kingsolver 
The  Measure  of  Our  Success  Marian  Wright  Edelman 
Smila’s  Sense  of  Snow  Peter  Hpeg 
Something  I've  Been  Meaning  to  Tell  You  Alice  Munro 
The  Mousetrap  Agitha  Christie 
The  Acceidental  Tourist  Anne  Tyler 
How  to  Make  an  American  Quilt  Whitney  Ouo 
The  Sweeter  the  Juice  Shirlee  Taylor  Haizlip 
Mary  Reilly  Valerie  Martin 
Master  and  Margarita  Mikhail  Bulgakov 
My  Family  and  Other  Animals,  Three  Tickets  to 
Adventure  Gerald  Durrell 
Like  Water  for  Chocolate  Laura  Esquivel 
Up  the  Down  Staircase  Bel  Kaufman 
The  Goblin  Reservation  Clifford  Simak 


his  newfound  fame).  All  of  this 
revealed  PJ  to  be  more  of  a  hard- 
rock  band  rather  than  the  “alter¬ 
native”  punk  band  they  were  once 
regarded  as. 

Pearl  Jam’s  latest  and  most 
experimental  album  was  released 
in  December  of  1994.  Called 
Vitalogy,  it  in  many  ways  not  a 
great  representation  of  what  stage 
the  band  is  at.  Y et,  Vitalogy  mixes 
Ten's  relative  simplicity  with  the 
skillful  ingenuity  of  Vs..  The  al¬ 
bum  is  eclectic  with  several  great 
songs  but  includes  one  “experi 

[Pearl  Jam]  doesn't 
care  how  much  tick¬ 
ets  [are  sold],  they 
just  care  about  their 
fans 

mental”  song  called  “Stupid  Mop” 
that  just  doesn’t  fit.  (According  to 
the  CD  booklet,  “Stupid  Mop” 
looks  as  though  it  was  a  last  minute 
addition  to  Vitalogy).  Aside  from 
that,  most  of  Vitalogy  is  a  mixed 
bag.  Songs  such  as  “Corduroy” 
and  “Nothingman”  allow  Vedder 
to  vent  and  “Whipping”,  “Better 
Man”  and  “Immortality”  let 
Gossard,  McCready,  and  Ament 
shine  with  pristine  guitar  riffs. 
Even  powerhouse  drummer  Dave 
Abbruzzese  has  his  moments  by 
delivering  the  beats  of  most  of 
PJ’s  intros,  particularly  well  on 

“Not  for  You”  and  “Last  Exit”. 
Unfortunately,  shortly  after 

Vitalogy’ s  release,  Abbruzzese 
was  fired  from  the  band  (reason 
unknown).  Then  Jack  Irons,  for¬ 
merly  of  the  Red  Hot  Chili  Pep¬ 
pers,  took  over  as  PJ’s  fourth  and 
hopefully  last  drummer.  (As  far 
as  this  listener  can  tell,  Irons  is 
just  as  good  as  Abbruzzese  and 
has  known  Vedder  longer  than 
any  other  band  member.) 

While  all  of  this  fan  adora¬ 


tion  and  media  hype  was  going 
on,  PJ  attempted  to  keep  a  clear 
respective.  This  is  evident  in  ev¬ 
erything  from  Ten  to  the  Singles 
film  soundtrack  in  which  they  con¬ 
tributed  two  great  songs,  “Breath” 
and  “State  of  Love  and  Trust” 
(one  of  Pearl  Jam’s  best  efforts  to 
date).  Vedder  and  company  ac¬ 
complished  this  by  doing  every¬ 
thing  band-related  on  their  own 
terms.  When  Sony  (Epic  Records 
is  their  distributor)  executives 
tried  to  cajole  PJ  to  do  another 
video  -  they  have  only  done  one  - 
they  said  no.  Their  philosophy 
was  that  they  wanted  to  be  re¬ 
membered  for  their  songs  not  their 
videos.  This  forced  MTV  to  edit 
footage  of  the  band’s  performance 
at  the  1993  MTV  Music  Video 
Awards  into  a  makeshift  “video”. 
The  bottom  line  of  this  being  that 
according  to  most  insiders  if  PJ 
had  made  a  video,  Vs.  would  have 
been  twice  as  successful.  But  as  I 
said  earlier,  PJ  doesn’treally  care 
about  how  many  records  they  sell 
(as  proven  by  Vitalogy' s  less  than 
spectacular  profit)  but  is  more 
concerned  with  their  fans. 

PJ  proved  to  the  world  that 
they  were  serious  about  support¬ 
ing  their  fans  when  they  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  US.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  over  the  alleged 
monopoly  which  they  believe 
Ticketmaster  holds  over  the  ticket 
industry.  Vedder  elaborates  on 
that  in  an  excellent  article  in 
January’s  Spin  Magazine. 

He  says,  “Back  when  we  were 
on  tour  last  spring,  we  asked  ev¬ 
erybody  to  take  a  cut  [in  profits]  - 
we  were  taking  a  cut,  and  we  said 
if  we’re  gonna  work  with  you, 
you  have  to  do  the  same,  because 
we’re  not  going  to  take  as  much 
money  from  our  fans  as  everyone 
would  like.  Ticketmaster  didn’t 
want  a  cut.” 

The  band  recently  decided 
that  they  were  not  going  to  bother 


using  Ticketmaster  and  plan  to  tour 
using  a  cheaper  ticket  agency.  At 
this  point  in  their  short  career,  PJ  has 
done  a  great  deal  more  than  many 
older  bands.  This  allows  PJ  to  do 
things  many  other  bands  can’t  get 
away  with.  For  example.  Pearl  Jam 
was  the  first  band  to  appear  on  MTV 
Unplugged  that  had  only  done  one 
album.  Epic  recently  footed  the  bill 
to  allow  Vedder  to  have  satellite 
radio  access  for  four  and  a  half  hours. 
During  the  January  8th  broadcast 
titled  “Self-Pollution  Radio”  fea¬ 
tured  live  sets.  Participants  included 
PJ  and  fellow  Seattle  bands 
Soundgarden,  Mudhoney,  Nirvana’s 
Krist  Novoselic,  and  Dave  Grohl, 
and  Mad  Season  (a  side  project  for 
Alice  in  Chains’  vocalist  Layne 
Staley  and  PJ’s  own  McCready). 
Vedder  also  livened  up  the  show  by 
playing  some  of  his  phone  answer¬ 
ing  machine  messages  which  were 
hilarious.  He  also  made  the  unprec¬ 
edented  gesture  of  giving  his  phone 
number  away.  This  compounded 
with  the  fact  that  Saturday  Night 
Live  allowed  PJ  to  play  three  songs 
during  their  April  1 994  performance 
(a  SNL  rarity)  proves  that  PJ  is  the 
“exception  to  the  rule.” 

Their  uniqueness  allows  them 
to  get  unedited  (song  airplay  with 
expletives)  airplay  from  most  radio 
stations  such  as  WBCN  and  WAAF. 
And  in  what  might  have  been  PJ’s 
most  interesting  accomplishment , 
WBCN  ditched  their  tradition  of 
playing  a  couple  of  Led  Zeppelin 
songs  following  the  Howard  Stern 
Show  and  now  have  a  “Jam  Ses¬ 
sion”.  Recently  voted  best  band  for 
1994  by  Rolling  Stone  and  Spin 
readers,  Pearl  Jam  is  now  poised  to 
rebound  from  the  mixed  reaction  to 
Vitalogy.  Before  commencing  their 
much-anticipated  summer  tour,  the 
band  will  record  an  album  with  Neil 
Young  (set  for  a  summer  release). 
Vedder  said  it  best  in  his  recent  Spin 
interview,  ‘Things  are  going  in  a 
good  direction.”  Ten:  A;  Vs.:  A; 
Vitalogy  :  B;  Band:  A+ 
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Sports  Spotlight 


One  of  the  most  outstanding 
athletes  at  Boston  Latin  School 
who  has  not  received  much  atten¬ 
tion  is  junior  track  starEricka  Rice. 
Although  one  might  not  see  her 
flying  through  the  hall¬ 
ways,  she  holds  one  of 
the  top  times  in  the 
state  in  the  50  yard 
dash.  During  the  win¬ 
ter,  she  captured  the 
Dual  County  League 
title  of  the  fastest  fe¬ 
male  in  the  40  yard 
dash  with  a  time  of  5.2  seconds. 
This  achievement  was  followed 
by  a  third  place  finish  in  the  State 
meet  in  the  55  meter  dash  with  a 
time  of  7.36  seconds.  Following 
in  the  footsteps  of  her  role  model 
Olympic  runner  gold  medalist  Flo¬ 
rence  Griffith  Joyner,  Ericka  is 
working  her  way  to  the  top  with  a 
future  goal  to  compete  in  the  Olym  - 
pics. 

Ericka  knew  running  was  her 
passion  when,  as  a  child,  she  would 
race  everyone  in  the  block,  and 
beat  them  all.  At  BLS,  she  has 
been  on  the  indoor  and  spring  track 
teams  since  eighth  grade.  Her  tal¬ 
ents  range  from  excelling  in  50, 
the  100,  and  the  200  yard  dashes, 
to  running  the  first  leg  of  the  4x  1 00 
and  4x200  relay.  Thus  far,  her 
accomplishments  include:  third 
place  in  the  1994  Indoor  Dual 
County  League  50  yard  dash,  and 
qualifying  for  the  State  Meet;  in 
1995,  finishing  first  in  the  Indoor 
Dual  County  League  50  yard  dash, 
and  leading  the  4x100  relay  team 
to  a  second  place  finish  in  the  State 
Meet  and  the  New  England  Meet, 


and  an  invitation  to  the  exclusive 
Penn  State  relays. 

When  asked  about  her  envi¬ 
sioned  accomplishments  for  the 
Spring  season,  she  modestly 
shrugged  her  shoul¬ 
ders.  “I  take  every 
race  at  a  time,  “  she 
responded.  When  she 
gets  on  the  line  be¬ 
fore  each  race,  she 
only  thinks  about  the 
finish  line,  as  she  puts 
everything  in  the  back 
of  her  mind.  What  pushes  her  in 
each  race  is  the  rush  she  gets  from 
everyone  cheering,  especially  her 
parents,  her  biggest  supporters. 

As  a  junior,  Ericka  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  receiving  recruitment 
letters  from  Division  I  track 
coaches.  Amidst  the  calls  from 
Brown,  UMass  Amherst  and  the 
University  of  Rhode  Island,  Ericka 
wants  to  go  to  Temple  University 
in  Pennsylvania.  Track  has  be¬ 
come  part  of  her  life.  She  runs  at 
least  5  days  a  week  year  round. 
The  psychological  drive  that  keeps 
her  excelling  is  the  battle  against 
the  clock.  "Winning  is  not  the 
most  important  part  of  the  race,  it  is 
improving  your  time,”  she  re¬ 
sponds.  She  says  one  is  never 
satisfied  until  one  reaches  their 
personal  record  (P.R.),  which 
Ericka  consistently  does. 

This  season  Ericka’s  goals  in¬ 
clude  not  only  D.C.L.  50  yard  title, 
but  most  importantly,  finishing  in 
the  top  five  in  the  New  England 
Class  Meet.  With  her  drive  and 
hard  work,  Ericka  can  make  her 
dreams  come  true. 


Spring  Sports  Update 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

After  a  somewhat  mild  winter, 
spring  athletes  were  anxious  to  play 
sports  in  the  warm,  sunny  outdoors. 
Spring  sports  teams  include:  Var- 
sity/JV  Baseball,  Varsity/JV  Soft- 
ball,  Varsity/JV  Boys’  Volleyball, 
Varsity/JV  Track  and  Field,  Girls 
and  Boys  Varsity  Tennis.Varsity 
Crew  and  Sailing.  Many  of  the 
spring  teams  are  barely  floating 
above  the  .500  mark  in  the  Dual 
County  league.  The  Boys  Baseball 
Team,  after  a  senior  dominated  team 
nearly  clinched  the  Dual  County 
League  Title  last  year,  is  having  a 
rebuilding  season.  Junior  captain 
and  1994  D.C.L.  All-Star  Steve 
McCabe  has  helped  lead  the  team  to 
a  2-4  record.  Girls’  Softball  has 
been  struggling  with  a  record  of  1  -4, 
losing  all  four  games  by  less  than 
two  runs.  Senior  captain  Susan 
Russo  (shortstop/pitcher),  senior 
Meredith  Kaizer  (First  base),  sopho¬ 
more  Michelle  Hughes  (pitcher), 
freshman  Alicia  Powers  (catcher), 
and  utility  player,  fivesie  Kristen 
McDonnell,  have  all  excelled.  Boys 
Volleyball  has  also  been  struggling 
with  continual  improvement  with  a 
record  of  6-5.  The  team  is  led  by 
senior  co-captains  Hamilton  Ho  and 
Alan  Yu,  and  returning  seniors 
Steven  Ng,  Garvin  Hui  and  Vinnie 
Letteri.  The  Tennis  Team  has  had 
its  biggest  surprise  this  year  with  an 
amazing  three  victories  and  one  loss. 
Senior  co-captains  include  Mary 
DeSouza  and  Karin  Johnson.  The 
team  finally  received  a  home  court 
to  play  on  this  season  at  Franklin 


Field. 

The  most  victorious  team  this 
season  has  been  the  Spring  track 
team,  which  also  has  the  largest 
number  of  team  members.  Many 
indivduals  from  Latin  have  been 
placing  first  in  their  races,  earning 
Latin  Girls  undefeated  first  place  in 
the  DCL,  with  the  boys  close  behind 
with  a  record  of  2-2.  The  track  stars 
include:  senior  captain  Angela 
Bayer  (two  mile),  junior  Colleen 
Madden  (one  mile),  junior  Ericka 
Rice  (50  yard  dash),  junior  Nonyem 
O.  (50  yard  dash),  sophomore  Mimi 
Stithe  (800m),  senior  Lena  Home 
and  freshman  Lauren  Demore 
(hurdles),  senior  Andrew  Rowlings 
(300m  hurdles),  senior  Zach  Fal¬ 
coner  (shot  put,  triple  jump,  100m), 
junior  Alex  McCormick  (400  and 
800),  and  junior  Kabcde  Tulloch 
(100m).  The  girls  4x1 00  relay  team 
of  senior  Ino  Okoa  wo,  junior  Ericka 
Rice,  senior  Emoverere  Okiwe  and 
junior  Nonyem  O.  has  also  placed 
first  in  the  DCL,  earning  the  team  an 
invitation  to  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Relays  this  season. 

This  year  Boston  Latin  has  had 
Dual  County  league  champions  ev¬ 
ery  season,  with  the  Girls  Volley¬ 
ball  Team  in  the  fall,  and  the  Girls 
Basketball  team  in  the  winter,  so  we 
need  a  DCL  team  winner  for  the 
spring.  The  Girls  Track  Team  is 
leading  the  Pack,  but  it ’s  not  too  late 
for  any  team  to  dominate  their 
league.  Fans,  come  and  support 
your  school  athletic  teams  and  show 
some  school  spirit.  Carpe  diem! 
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Sports 


Volleyball 

Update 

The  BLS  Boys’  Volleyball  Team 
has  enjoyed  an  ever- improving 
season.  They  are  led  by  senior 
captains  Hamilton  Ho  and  Alan 
Yu,  along  with  senior  starters 
Steven  Ng,  Garvin  Hui,  Vinnie 
Letteri,  and  juniors  Anthony  Mui 
and  Kit  Lee.  Seniors  Jamie  Soohoo, 
Kent  Wu,  Kin  Wong,  Ken  Lee, 
and  Koon  Lam  are  also  on  the 
team.  The  team  is  now  6-5  (3-3  in 
the  league)  and  they  are  fighting 
for  a  tournament  spot. 


Sports  Spotlight 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

If  one  needs  a  player  on  a 
team  to  fill  in  for  any  position, 
whether  on  the  soccer  field,  the 
basketball  court,  or  baseball  dia¬ 
mond,  Molly  Dunford  is  the  pi  ayer 
to  depend  on.  She  has  played 
almost  every  position  in  her  range 
of  sports  —  goalie,  shortstop,  for- 
ward,  centerfield,  halfback, 
catcher — and  has  excelled  at  each 
one.  As  a  freshman,  she  made  her 
mark  in  Boston  Latin  Sports  as  a 
member  of  the  Girls  Varsity  Soc¬ 
cer  team,  a  member  of  the  Varsity 
Basketball  team,  and  captain  of 
the  JV  Softball  team. 

As  a  naturally  talented  ath¬ 
lete,  she  has  the  agility  and  game 
mind  to  handle  any  situation  in 
sports.  She  started  playing  vari¬ 
ous  sports  when  she  was  six  years 
old,  beginning  with  A.D.S.L.  Soc¬ 
cer  and  Cedar  Grove  Baseball, 
and  picking  up  CYO  Basketball 
and  CYO  Softball  along  the  way. 
She  continues  her  busy  sports 
agenda  by  juggling  indoor  and 
outdoor  soccer  leagues,  CY O  bas¬ 
ketball,  and  Cedar  Grove  Base¬ 
ball  in  addition  to  her  BLS  sports 
team. 

Although  soccer  is  the  sport 
in  which  she  most  excels,  Molly’s 
favorite  sport  is  basketball.  She 
says  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
basketball  is  “the  biggest  chal¬ 
lenge  in  which  to  improve.”  Molly 
was  also  part  of  the  state  ranked 
Dual  County  League  Champion¬ 


ship  Girls  Basketball  team.  As  a 
freshman,  Molly  was  also  named  to 
the  D.C.L.  Second-Team  All-Star 
Soccer  Team  in  the  fall.  Despite 
these  accomplishments,  one  of  her 
proudest  moments  came  this  season, 
when  she  became  the  first  girl  to  play 
in  the  Senior  Division  of  Cedar  Grove 
baseball. 

What  Molly  admitted  to  liking 
best  about  playing  sports  is  the  com¬ 
petitive  spirit.  She  enjoys  playing 
sports  for  fun,  but  she  thrives  on  the 
feeling  of  winning.  This  winning 
attitude  is  also  shown  in  her  school - 
work,  as  she  is  on  the  Approbation 
List  every  term.  She  also  added  that 
the  time  management  of  playing 
sports  keeps  her  disciplined  and  fo¬ 
cused  on  her  schoolwork. 

Regarded  by  her  teammates  as 
an  unselfish  player  and  great  team 
player,  Molly  has  won  the  respect  of 
all  ages  on  her  sports  teams.  She  is  a 
leader  by  example  because  of  her 
athletic  positive  attitude.  Because 
she  is  a  dynamic  young  player,  we 
expect  to  hear  a  lot  more  about  Molly 
Dunford  through  her  sports  career  at 
Boston  Latin. 
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Licensed 

Behind  the  Wheel 
Instruction 


23B  B  HARRISON  AVE. 
BOSTON.  MA  021 1 1 
T«l  [61 7]  A26-9591 

ill  %  “5 


Creative  cIravel 

> 

765  CENTRE  STREET  (at  the  Monument)  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  S  OLDEST  ESTABLISHED  TRAVEL  AGENCY 

524-7700 

DEPENDABLE  QUALITY  AND  SER  VICE  FOR  60  YEARS  -  GIVE  US  A  CALL 

CRUISES  —  AMTRAK  —  AIR  TICKETS  —  MOTORCOACH  TOURS 
FOR  INDEPENDENT  AND  GROUP  ARRANGEMENTS 


Call  and  ask  for  BUI  Ounn 
-  BLS  Class  ‘63 
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day  1995 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Jklt 

Cherose  Walker's  bday 
Baseball  &  Tennis  @ 
Newton  South 

Jenifer  Gomes'  bday 

Volley  @  Xaverian 
Sailing  vs  Dover 

Megan  Yee's  bday 

Track  @>  Acton 

Baseball  &  Tennis  @ 
Westford 

Volley  vs  Weymouth 
Sailing  vs  Cambridge 
R&L  3 

Sailing 

1  month  and  1  week 
til  GRADUATION 

Hr 

Baseball  &  Tennis  vs 
Wayland 

Volley  @  O'Bryant 

Soft  vs  Westford 

END  of  4th 

MARKING  TERM 
Varsity  Dinner  j 

Track  @  Xaverian 

SATs 

V>  6 

Sailing  vs  Lincoln 
Softball  vs  Acton 

1 

®  a 

for 

Falmouth  Invitational 

7 

German  &  Art  AP 

Baseball  &  Tennis  @ 
Lincoln 

Soft  vs  Wayland 

©  8 

Music  Theory  & 
Economics  AP 

Track  @  Westford 
Volley  @  New 

Bedford 

9 

Government  & 
Spanish  AP 

Volley  vs  Newton 

South 

Soft  vs  Concord 

HO 

Jenny  Santos  & 

Isaca  Pena's  bdays 
French  Language 
&  Writing  AP 

Track  City  Meet 

50th  Bday  For  BLS 
Alum  ^ 

English  &  Latin  AP 
Baseball  & 

Tennis  vs  Bedford 
Volley  @  Don  Bosco 

< - Nathan  Robbins' 

bday  was  yesterday 
Christine  Sweeny's  bday 

Soft  <®  Lincoln  *.  .  uy  |  -  !| 

PPI20  Alumni  W cckcnd 

Declamation  “j  2 

13 

FT  Black's  bday 

CRAZY 
HAIR  DAY 

Jason  Campos'  &  Lillian 
Chan’s  &  Ann  Marie 
McCarrick's  bdays 

US  &  European 
History  AP 

Baseball  &  Tennis  @ 
Weston  Volley  @  Quincy 
Soft  @  Bedford  D  5 

Owen  Kelly's  bday 
Calculus  and  Art 
History  AP 

REM  1  Month 

Volley  @  Cambridge 

L 

Breton  Baker  &  Clotilde 
Miranda's  bdays 
Biology/Computer  A: 
Baseball  &  Tennis  vs 
Concord 

Volley  vs  Cambridge  R&L 
Soft  @  Acton 

117 

Chemistry  & 
Physics  AP 

Koon  Lam's  bday 
Spanish  Lit  & 
French  Lit  AP 

Track  All  League 
Baseball  &  Tennis  @ 
Acton 

19 

Nabulungi's  3/4  B-Day 
<-These  Happen  on 
the  19th: 

Volley  At  Latin  Acad 
Soft  vs  Newton  South 

SOPHOITIORE 

SEmi  20 

MAY 

:  : :  re 

-p 

18 

Track  @  Agawam 

No  School  Today 
MBL  Sail  Off 

Tomorrow 

Softball  @  Westford 
^  Tomorrow 

V>  21 

Senior  Sign  Out 

Senior  Marks  Close 
Track  Class  Meet  @ 
Weston 

Baseball  &  Tennis  9 
Newton  South 

Volley  vs  Somerville 

22 

Caridad  Martinez's  & 
Brian  Ling's  & 

Derek  Allen's  bdays 

i  23 

Baseball  &  Tennis  vs 
Westford 

Volley  vs  Brockton 

24 

Sailing  State 
Championships 

Tennis  @  Wayland 

JUNIOR 

PROM. 

25 

Shu  Fang  Mai's  bday 
Baseball  @  Wayland 
DOWN  BY  LAW 

DAY 

(Who  Knows  What 
That  Is) 

26 

David  Scherer's  bday 

Track  Class  A  Meet 

£ 

27 

Jose  Texeira's  bday 

Have  a 

miORlFit  Dfw 

Baseball  vs  Catholic 
Memorial 

Sailing  vs  Brookline 

Trinja  Owens's  bday 

Soft  @  Latin  Acad 

SUNday 

28 

NO  SCHOOL 

f  29 

Soft  vs  Latin  Acad 

ih  *i 

3???  30 

©  311 

I'm  outa  here 


Premature  Exposure 


•  Quan  Do,  II 

The  crystal  sphere  is  shattered, 

Its  shards  are  everywhere. 

Whatever  they  have  punctured 
Dreams  turn  into  despairs. 

The  timeless  paper  weight  is  broken, 

The  enchanted  mystery  revealed. 

To  the  frightened  bald-eyed  children. 

The  falseness  of  fantasy  unsealed. 

Oh  you  guardians  who  failed  in  you  duty. 

To  shield,  healed  and  distill  from  your  cubs 
The  ever  encroaching  malevolent  reality. 
Stamp  this  down  forever  in  your  memory. 

For  the  young  candles,  before  they  are  stable  — 
Are  weak  and  just  newly  kindled. 

Are  made  to  suffer  the  untimely  malicious  sneeze 
That  siphoned  their  lights  in  an  obliterating  breeze. 

The  protective  curtain  is  shredded, 

The  perfect  world  forever  stained. 

Too  early  do  they  face  sorrow. 

Too  unprepared  is  fear  confront’d. 


I 

The  wind  presses  tears  from  my 
eyes. 

Streaming  bloodless,  rushing 

Chaotic  dream-vivid  visions 
before  my  eyes. 

The  wind  thrills,  humming. 

Elegiac  for  the  poor 

mammock’d  butterfly 

Tom  and  still  feeding  off 
carcasses. 

I  let  the  colored  sands  sift 

Through  my  warm  fragile 
fingers 

I  have  lost  the  significance  of 
the  dusty 

Pulverized  pattern  on  the 
ground; 

But  my  mind  chokes  and 
chatters,  as  if  with  great 

Emotion.  The  wind  blows  away 
Scattered  sand. 


Two 

Butterflies 


Malka  Older,  I 


n 

Smoke  screams  from  the  flames 
Chaotic  brilliance  piercing  my 
tears. 

I  mammock  the  butterfly  with 
my  pen 

Blue  ink  staining  the  shredded 
velvet  wings, 

Dripping  to  the  ground, 

An  elegiac  blot  under  the  carpet. 
I  pour  colored  sands 
Through  the  sifter  into  the  sink 
Making  colored  mud. 


The  idea  of  the  "mammock'd  butterfly"  comes  from  Coriolanus, 
one  of  Shakespeare's  lesser  known  histories.  In  the  play,  Coriolanus' 
son  mammocks,  or  tears,  a  butterfly.  This  becomes  a  symbol  of  the 
entwined  brutality  and  courage  in  the  characters  of  the  play. 

The  butterfly  itself  is  an  ambivalent  symbol.  Beautiful,  winged, 
and  elusive,  it  is  often  used  as  to  represent  freedom,  happiness,  or  the 
loveliness  of  nature.  But  butterflies,  for  me  at  least,  have  another 
connotation;  they  are  known  to  flock  and  feed  on  animal  carcasses. 

The  two  sections  are  based  on  several  common  themes  or 
images-the  mammock’d  butterfly,  the  colored  sands,  "elegaic”-  but 
develop  in  different  ways. 
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Editor's  Note 


•  Nancy  Poon,  ill 

After  having  worked  on 
the  Argo  for  four  years,  it  still 
never  ceases  to  amaze  me  how 
many  problems  can  arise  during 
the  production  of  one  issue.  As 
my  sophomore  year  draws  near  an 
end  and  the  final  two  years  are 
coming  into  view,  1  realize  that 
such  challenges  have  played  a  role 
in  the  driving  force  to  accomplish 
and  excel. 

The  Argo  underwent  a 
lot  this  year.  Though  I  am  now 
typing  in  the  last  editor’s  note  for 
this  year,  much  work  and  plan¬ 
ning  has  already  been  done  in 
preparation  for  a  great  newspaper 
next  year.  Since  the  first  day  I 
wrote  an  article  as  a  sixie,  I  had 
had  the  pleasure  of  working  with 
many  and  varied  talented  editors. 
Now  that  my  own  turn  to  lead  has 
come,  I  look  forward  to  working  • 
with  all  editors  and  staff  next  year. . 
I  welcome  aboard  die  fifteen  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  editorial  board  and 
nine  editorial  board  associates.  For 
those  who  are  currently  editors, 
they  have  taken  another  step  up  in 
their  responsibilities  to  now  guide 
the  younger  staff.  For  those  who 
are  currently  staff,  they  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  further 
enhance  their  newspaper  experi¬ 
ence.  Finally,  for  those  who  have 
shown  a  true  interest  and  will  be 
joining  the  group  for  the  first  lime, 


they  will  assist  in  the  production 
while  sharing  their  valuable  view¬ 
points.  Indeed  this  group  will  be  a 
special  one  for,  together,  we  form 
the  twenty-fifth  Argo  staff. 

With  the  honor  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  twenty-fifth  year  anni¬ 
versary  edi  tion,  the  newspaper  staff 
has  high  aspirations.  We  wish  for 
the  Argo  to  interactively  serve  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community. 
In  order  to  have  a  successful  and 
on-going  publication,  we  need 
everyone’s  support.  Certainly  there 
is  no  better  time  than  next  year  to 
join  the  newspaper  staff.  There  are 
an  array  of  opportunities  for  ev¬ 
eryone  to  share  their  creative  tal¬ 
ents.  In  a  school  as  large,  diverse, 
and  busy  as  Boston  Latin,  a  news¬ 
paper  should  be  an  open  forum  for 
exchange  of  news,  thought,  and 
ideas. 

Alas,  the  final  issue  is 
completed.  Special  thanks  goes  to 
senior  editors  Kelly  Gushue  and 
Allana  Taranto  for  all  their  extra 
help  with  the  senior  section.  As 
Kelly  and  Allana  along  with  fel¬ 
low  senior  editors  David,  Malka, 
Jared,  James,  Paul,  and  Jeff  depart, 
the  twenty-fifth  year  staff  is  pre¬ 
pared  and  eager  to  begin  work.  We 
wish  our  graduates  well  and  look 
forward  to  next  year.  Enjoy  the 
summer  and  keep  your  eyes  open 
for  the  special  anniversary  edition 
in  the  fall. 


Congratulations ! !! 


Congratulations  to 
Speedy  and  Co.  -  that’s  the  BLS 
4x100  relay  team  -  lor  their  su¬ 
perb  performances  at  the  Class  A 
Championships  and  ihe  Mass. 
State  Championships.  The  quint¬ 
essential  quartet  of  Erica  Rice, 


Emy  Okiwe,  Katrina  Singh  anc 
Nonyem  Onujiogu  ran  a  record 
breaking  time  of  49.0  at  the  Clasi 
Cham  pionships  and  on  J une  4  wot 
the  title  of  Slate  Champion  4  x  10( 
relay  team.  You  go  girls! 

•compiled  by  Colleen  Madden,  II 
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Corrections 


The  Argo  wishes  to  inform 
its  readers  that  through 
overright  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Michelle  Conteh  was  omit¬ 
ted  from  the  articles  cover¬ 
ing  the  German  and  French 
Exchange  Programs.  Mrs. 
Conteh  was  actively  involved 
in  planning  and  implement¬ 
ing  both  programs.  We  sin¬ 
cerely  regret  the  omission. 


The  Argo  apologizes  for  the 
mistaken  placement  of  the  France 
and  Germany  map  in  the  last 
issue.  Due  to  technical  difficul¬ 
ties  at  the  printer,  they  were 
switched  by  accident.  We  par¬ 
ticularly  extend  our  apology  to 
the  two  groups  of  foreign  ex¬ 
change  students.  The  Argo 
sincerly  regrets  this  mistake. 
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News 


Bible  Club 
Responses 


Dear  Amy  Lawless, 

Oneof  things  I  mostchcr- 
sh  about  attending  a  public  school 
is  large  and  diverse  as  Latin  School 
s  the  opportunity  to  exchange 
houghts.  In  your  eloquent  re- 
;ponse  to  my  editorial  on  the  B  ible 
:iub,  I  have  come  to  truly  appreci- 
ite  those  who  take  the  time  to  help 
teep  this  flow  of  ideas  interactive. 

While  I  retain  that  I  did 
lot  write  the  editorial  basing  on  an 
jpinion  that  our  school  is  majority 
tetheistic,  I  feel  that  your  response 


Dear  David  Booner, 

As  an  experienced  jour- 
lalist  and  editor,  I  have  come  to 
inderstand  the  art  of  editorial  wri  t- 
ng.  My  article  on  the  Bible  Club 
vas  an  editorial,  thus,  an  expres- 
;ion  of  a  personal  opinion.  I  was 
voicing  my  thoughts  in  hope  of 
resenting  another  viewpoint  to 
he  public.  Whether  my  opinion 
vas  positive  or  negative,  I  was 
;imply  pointing  out  an  opinion, 
iy  writing  an  editorial,  in  no  way 
vas  I,  nor  can  I,  make  action  to 
irohibit  the  club. 

Whether  my  supporting 
houghts  were  farfetched  or  not, 
;ach  individual  is  entitled  to  a  dif- 
erenl  measurement.  In  an  open- 
ninded  environment,  these  mea- 
iurements  should  not  be  labeled. 
iVhile  I  stated  that  the  freedom  I 
>nce  relished  is  no  longer  the  same, 
did  not  state  that  I  was  deeply 
>ffended  by  them.  A  change  is  not 
lecessarilygoodorbad.  Itis  merely 
i  change,  one  of  which  I  wrote  an 
)bservation. 

You  need  not  to  apolo¬ 
gize  for  anything  for  there  were  no 


provided  very  sirong  points.  The 
Bible  isasourccof  history.  Thougl 
it  should  be  noted  that  a  negative 
editorial  does  not  always,  as  ir 
this  case,  indicate  a  Ice  1  ing  of  “anti 
something,”  the  comparison  U 
Show  Choir  and  the  ScrabblcClul 
provided  a  relatable  correlation 
Each  organization  serves  its  owr 
purpose  and  together  they  torn 
the  range  of  diversity  needed. 

Thank  you  for  sharing 
your  viewpoints  from  which  I  have 
gained  another  perspective. 


wrongdoings  on  cither  part,  bu 
simply  a  series  of  different  idea: 
expressed  and  exchanged.  The 
acceptanceof  such  exchanges  have 
now  become  the  question.  i 
Yes,  Ido  agree  that  it  is; 
good  to  discuss  and  debate  othc 
ideas  though  I  believe  in  showing 
appreciation  over  tolerance.  None 
thcless,by  the  same  measure,  isn’ 
discussion  and  debate  also  ap 
proachcd  through  cdileirial  writ 
ing?  I  had  an  opionion  and 
expressed  it  in  an  editorial  manne 
to  presen t  anothc r  viewpoi  n t.  Thi  ■ 
step  is  towards  discussion,  no 
prohibitalion.  By  simply  taking 
any  step  forward,  one  isnoiagains 
discussion.  While  my  article  pre 
sented  different  ideas,  you 
categozation  of  it  as  “silly”  indi 
cates  your  range  of  tolerance  fo 
the  ideas  of  others.  I  thank  you  fo 
writing  because  I  welcome  am 
learn  from  a  diverse  range  of  ex 
pressions.  I  hope  you  will  do  the 
same. 


Nancy  Boon  ,  111 


Straight  A's  Program 


•  Maria  Dubrowski,  III 

On  Friday,  May  26,  the 
sophomore  class  attended  an  as¬ 
sembly  held  to  promote  a  non¬ 
violence  program  called  the  Down 
By  Law  Straight  A’s  Program.  This 
program,  created  by  Boston  police 
officers  who  wanted  to  “give  back 
to  the  community”  in  a  positive 
way,  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  academics,  achievement,  atten¬ 
dance,  altitude,  and  awareness 
(hence  the  name  “Straight  A’s”)  to 
high  school  students.  During  the 
assembly,  which  included  an  in¬ 
spirational  speech,  a  question  and 
answer  session  during  which  the 
students  and  police  officers  shared 


some  of  their  concerns  and  hopes 
with  each  other,  and  a  “concert” 
by  the  police  officers  themselves, 
the  officers  and  other  founders  of 
the  program  distributed  incentive 
novelties  as  a  positive  incentive 
to  resist  peer  pressure  and  handle 
situations  in  a  non-violent  way. 
The  officers  surprised  the  class 
with  songs  that  they  had  written 
by  combining  popular  rhythms 
with  the  positive  messages  that 
they  wanted  to  get  across.  I  am 
sure  that  I  speak  for  many  when  I 
say  that  their  vocal  performance 
was  impressive  and  succeeded  in 
capturing  our  attention. 

In  addition  to  the  assem¬ 
bly,  the  founders  of  the  Straight 


A’s  Program  have  planned  other 
activities  to  promote  their  work.  By 
working  with  a  focus  group  (10  or 
15  students  from  every  high  school 
in  Boston),  they  are  trying  to  create 
a  forum  in  which  students  and  offic¬ 
ers  can  openly  discuss  their  con¬ 
cerns  and  hopes  with  one  another. 
Another  item  on  their  agenda  is 
working  with  the  media  in  the  near 
future.  On  behalf  of  all  the  students 
inClass  III,  I  wish  the bestof  luck  to 
the  Down  By  Law  Straight  A’s  Pro¬ 
gram.  Finally,  there  is  someone  who 
is  willing  to  listen  to  our  needs,  and 
hopefully  we  will  find  a  way  to 
begin  to  break  down  the  barrier  be¬ 
tween  police  officers  and  teenagers. 


BOSTON  DRIVING  SCHOOL 
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✓ 


TRU'dNG  DAY  LAI  XE  BOSTON 


Licensed 

Behind  the  Wheel 
Instruction 
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The  Boston  Latin 
School  wishes  the  Class 
of  '95  the  Best  of  Luck! 
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Sports 


On  The  Water 


•  Lauren  McLaughlin,  III 

For  many  years  Boston 
Latin  School  students  have  been 
participating  in  a  rowing  program 
at  Community  Rowing  in  Brighton. 
These  dedicated  athletes  were  not 
recognized  as  a  varsity  sport  until 
this  season.  With  the  help  of  Coach 
Costello,  Boston  Latin  has  rented 
two  boats  from  Barnstable  High 
School  and  purchased  a  set  of  oars 
and  motor  from  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
season  with  the  aid  of  our  parents’ 
group,  we  have  established  a  func¬ 
tioning  team.  We  worked  to  have  a 
boys  team  as  well,  there  wasn’t 
enough  money  or  interest. 

From  a  long  list  of  appli¬ 
cants,  Coach  Costello  hired  Julie 
McCleery  as  out  coach.  Julie,  a 
rower  from  Georgetown  Univer¬ 
sity,  has  diligently  worked  to  keep 
everyone  interested  and  working 
hard.  She  now  juggles  classes  at 
Harvard,  rowing  at  Riverside  Boat 
Club,  and  coaching  our  team.  She 
is  very  involved  with  the  program 
and  has  hosted  dinners  at  her  house 
to  bring  the  team  closer  together., 
She  pinpoints  our  rowing  mistakes 
and  takes  the  time  to  show  us  meth¬ 
ods  to  improve  our  stroke.  Without 
her  help  this  program  wouldn’t 
have  worked. 

Each  year  many  students 
begin  Leam  to  Row  on  the  Charles 
through  CRI  and  move  up  along 
the  ranks  to  Developmental  and 
Competitive.  Anyone  can  join  -  all 


you  need  is  a  swim  test  and  sixty 
dollars  depending  on  the  program 
in  which  you  wish  to  be  enrolled. 
One  can  row  through  CRI,  in  ei¬ 
ther  the  fall,  spring,  or  summer, 
but  is  only  considered  a  Varsity 
sport  in  the  spring. 

When  we  began  all  were 
very  frustrated  because  the  boats 
were  unrowable  due  to  missing 
parts.  Now  things  arc  running  a 
little  smoother  -  our  boats  are 
fixed  our  fifteenth  rowers  and  two 
coxswains  attend  practice  daily 
faced  with  an  invigorating  run 
and  body  circuits.  The  circuits 
consist  of  “jumpics,”  pushups, 
situps,  and  more  “jumpics.”  At 
this  point  we  have  had  two  races 
-  one  at  the  basin,  further  down 
the  Charles,  and  the  second  on 
Lake  Wequaket  down  the  Cape. 
We  came  in  second  and  fourth, 
respectively.  We  arc  presenting 
training  for  the  Empire  State  Re¬ 
gatta  in  Albany,  New  York  in 
June. 

There  arc  many  positive 
things  about  the  sport  itself  that 
should  be  highlighted.  Eachmem- 
ber  of  the  boat  must  work  on  their 
stroke  as  well  as  keeping  in  lime 
with  the  rest  of  the  boat.  It  re¬ 
quires  teamwork,  concentration, 
dedication,  and  hard  work  and  in 
the  process  you  make  friends,  get 
a  nice  tan,  and  tone  your  flabby 
winter  mush. 


On  The  Field 


•Martha  Deery,  III 


Through  rain,  heat,  wind, 
and  sleet  the  Boston  Latin  Track 
and  Field  Team  practices. 
Throughout  this  spring  season,  the 
team  has  endured  many  changes  in 
authority.  After  years  of  dedica¬ 


dlers  include  Lauren  DeMore  and 
Lina  Alexander.  Jean  Beriner  and 
Ino  will  represent  Latin  in  the 
triple  jump.  The  4x4  relay  will  be 
run  by  Regine  Joseph,  Mimi,  Ino, 
and  Marta  Johnson.  The  team  will 


tion,  Mike  Glennon  suddenly  re¬ 
signed.  Much  of  the  team  was  dev¬ 
astated  to  hear  of  this  sudden  resig¬ 
nation.  However,  under  the  watch¬ 
ful  eye  of  coaches  Tony  Derosia, 
Kramer  and  our  own  Ms.  Pritchard, 
the  team  has  proven  to  be  a  worthy 
opponent  for  much  of  the  Dual 
County. 

The  girls  were  third  in  he 
league,  5  and  2.  The  leaders,  some 
of  whom  qualified  for  states,  in¬ 
clude  Angela  Bayer,  Ino  Okoawo, 
Emy  Okiwe,  Erica  Rice,  Nonyen 
Onujiogu,  Mimi  Stilh,  Katrina 
Sing,  and  Adjadol  Howell.  Hur¬ 


deeply  miss  Angela,  Emy  and  Ino 
who  are  graduating  this  year. 

The  boys  didn’t  fair  as 
well  as  their  feminine  counter¬ 
parts,  however  many  reached  per¬ 
sonal  bests.  Led  by  captain  Andy 
Rowlings,  others  such  as  Alex 
McCormick,  Kamual  Pritchard, 
Ernesto Padill,  Stevenson  Greene, 
and  Liam  Bayer,  the  did  very  well. 
The 4x4  relay  will  be  run  by  Alex, 
Andy,  Kevin,  and  Stevenson.  The 
long  jumpers  are  Kabib  Tullick 
and  Kevin  Wright  and  the  discuss 
thrower  is  Garith  Miller. 


On  The 
Court 

•  Amy  Rugo,  III 

Everyday  at  approxi¬ 
mately  2:10pm,  a  group  of  about 
thirty  students  assemble  on  the 
front  steps  of  Boston  Latin  School. 
They  are  a  diverse  group  of  differ¬ 
ent  colors,  shapes,  and  sizes,  but 
they  have  one  thing  in  common  -  a 
tennis  racquet. 

In  case  it  wasn’t  obvious, 
they  arc  all  members  of  the  Boston 
Latin  Varsity  and  JV  Tennis 
Teams.  Although  the  tennis  teams 
led  by  captains  Brian  Whiuemore, 
Rich  DcSouza  and  Mary  DeSouza, 
are  not  as  successful  as  some  of  the 
other  teams  at  BLS,  they  are  still 
amazingly  motivated,  enthusias¬ 
tic,  and  bright  group  of  athletes. 

Practice  is  held  at 
Sportsman’s  Tennis  Center  in 
Dorchester,  where  Paulanne 
Kennedy,  the  girls’  coach, and  Bill 
Kates,  the  boys’  coach,  guide  and 
encourage  the  athletes  to  have  a 
positive  altitude,  which  is  not  al¬ 
ways  easy  considering  that  both 
teams  have  a  record  of  0  and  16. 

Many  people  don’t  real¬ 
ize  how  much  dedication,  concen¬ 
tration,  and  skill  it  takes  to  play 
tennis,  as  a  result  the  tennis  teams 
don’t  receive  as  much  recognition 
as  they  deserve.  However,  despite 
their  losing  record,  they  are  still 
one  of  the  most  spirited  and  deter¬ 
mined  teams  in  the  league. 


Accountant 

John  Cillo  Notary' Public 
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Power  Corrupts 

Unconscious  Racism  at  The  Boston  Globe 
A  Commentary  by  Devone  R.  Tucker,  I 


"Power  Corrupts." 

This  statement  is  true  in  almost 
every  facet  of  American  life.  Cer¬ 
tain  politicians,  removed  from  the 
causes  and  concerns  of  their  con¬ 
stituents,  often  engage  in  reckless 
abuses  of  their  authority .  (Think  of 
the  alleged  transgressions  of  Or¬ 
egon  Sen.  Robert  Pack  wood.)  Cer¬ 
tain  governmental  agencies,  aware 
of  the  myopic  gaze  of  regulatory 
groups,  often  participate  in  delete  - 
riousactsagainstprivate,  law-abid¬ 
ing  citizens.  (Think  of  the  docu¬ 
mented  transgressions  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and  Fire¬ 
arms.)  Certain  officers  of  the  law, 
recognizing  the  sense  of  awe  (and 
fear)  held  by  quite  a  few  lay  citi¬ 
zens  as  a  result  of  the  guns  and 
badges  that  adorn  their  bodies,  of¬ 
ten  trample  upon  the  First,  Second, 
Fourth,  Ninth,  and  Tenth  Amend¬ 
ment  guarantees  of  the  people  they 
are  allegedly  supposed  to  protect. 
(Think  of  the  1992  police  slaying 
of  Malice  Green  in  Detroit,  Michi¬ 
gan.) 

In  journalism,  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ference.  Certain  writers  and  news¬ 
papers,  charged  with  the  duty  of 
presenting  a  fair  and  balanced  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  news,  often  in¬ 
sert  their  own  biases  and  preju- 


credibility  of  their  own  reputations, 
as  well  as  the  reputations  of  their 
publications. 

Think,  most  definitely,  of  The 
Boston  Globe. 

For  the  past  few  years,  The 
Boston  Globe  has  engaged  in  a 
conscious  attempt  to  perpetuate 
liberal  thought  in  their  coverage  of 
news.  This  attempt,  while  finan¬ 
cially  successful,  has  resulted  in  a 
devaluation  in  the  quality  of  the 
Globe's  product,  and  -  more  im¬ 
portantly  -  has  exposed  an  appar¬ 
ent  thread  of  unconscious  bigotry 
against  those  whom  the  newspa¬ 
per  purports  to  comfort.  This  un¬ 
conscious  racism  may  result  in  the 
complete  destruction  of  this  leg¬ 
endary  newspaper’s  worth. 

On  May  24, 1995,  in  a  column 
entitled  “Shortfalls  Linger  in  Me¬ 
dia”  (written  by  Maria  Shao),  the 
author  states,  “At  The  Boston 
Globe,  minority  journalists  ac¬ 
counted  for  17.4  percent  of  390 
newsroom  full-timers  at  the  end  of 
1994.  That  was  up  from  15  percent 
in  1992.  Of  the  1994  total,  blacks 
represented  10.5  percent,  Asians 
4.6  percent  and  Hispanics  2.3  per¬ 
cent  The  Globe’s  executive  editor 
is  a  woman,  Helen  W.  Donovan, 
and  its  managing  editor,  Gregory 
L.  Moore,  is  black.”  Ms.  Shao, 
however,  fails  to  state  that  despite 
the  Globe’s  vigorous  push  for  di¬ 
versity  and  affirmative  action,  the 
four  people  who  have  the  most 
hegemony  in  the  organization  - 
Chairman  of  the  Board  William 
Taylor,  President  Benjamin  Tay¬ 
lor,  Editor  Matthew  Storin,  and 
Editorial  Editor  H.D.S.  Greenaway 
-  are  all  white  males.  The  fact  that 
every  level  of  the  organization  is 
“diversified”  with  the  exception  of 
the  level  of  most  authority  sug¬ 


gests  a  serious  racial  and  sexual 
hypocrisy  within  the  organization, 
a  hypocrisy  that  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Greenaway,  Storin,  and  Taylor 
may  not  have  intended,  but  that  is 
seemingly  evident.  One  must  ask: 
to  what  extent  arc  the  Chairman, 
President,  Editor,  and  Editorial 
Editor  devoted  to  “diversity  in  the 
workplace”  if  the  power  structure 
of  the  workplace  remains  solely 
while  and  male? 

That  same  day,  in  a  column 
entitled  “Working  and  Coexist¬ 
ing,”  the  Globe  focused  on  a  1992 
“diversity  audit”  at  the  Gillette 
Corp.  in  which  blacks  and  women 
expressed  their  discomfort  over 
working  in  a  company  primarily 
influenced  by  whal  they  saw  as  an 
“old-boy  network.”  According  to 
an  anonymous  white  female,  life 
at  Gillette  for  white  men  is  “great 
if  you’re  Irish  Catholic  from  BC 
with  a  wife  at  home.  It  can  be 
difficult  if  you  don’t  fit  this  bill.” 
Even  if  white  men  didn’t  fit  the 
bill,  they  would  still  enjoy  labor  at 
the  corporation,  for,  in  the  opinion 
of  an  anonymous  black  man, 
“[l]ife,  by  and  large,  is  good  for 
while  males”  at  Gillette.  The  ar¬ 
ticle  detailed  the  opinions  of 
women  and  minorities  who  felt 


suggested  that  the  “old-boy  net¬ 
work”  was  a  threat  to  equality. 

No  examination,  however,  was 
made  of  what  the  so-called  “old- 
boy  network”  actually  is:  an  at¬ 
tempt  by  white-ethnic  employers 
to  provide  opportunities  for  those 
who,  despite  their  paleness  of  skin 
and  ownership  of  male  genitalia, 
were  in  the  past,  and,  in  some 
cases  the  present  rejected  by  soci¬ 
ety.  One  who  attempts  to  make  the 
argument  that  the  sons  (and  daugh¬ 
ters)  of  white-ethnic  immigrants 
arc  entirely  comfortable  in  Ameri¬ 
can  society  is  thwarted  by  contin¬ 
ued,  subtle  knocks  at  Caucasian 
ethnic  groups  in  our  society.  Ex¬ 
amples  of  white-ethnic  slandcrare 
apparent  only  when  one  is  ex¬ 
tremely  perceptive:  perceptive  of 
the  marginalization  of  a  recent 
Roslindale,  Mass.,  Greck-Ameri- 
can  cultural  festival  by  both  the 
Herald  and  the  G  lobe;  perceptive 
of  Nationalist  Movement  leader 
Richard  Barrett’s  oft-stated  desire 
to  “repatriate”  Jews  to  Israel  and 
the  quickening  and  sickening  rate 
of  swastika  attacks  on  urban  and 
suburban  Jewish  synagogues;  per¬ 
ceptive  of  stereotypes  with  regard 
to  Americans  of  Italian  descent  in 
films  such  as  “Man  of  the  House” 
and  “Houseguesl”,  and  stereotypes 
with  regard  to  Americans  of  Irish 
descent  in  films  such  as  “Tommy 
Boy”  and  the  “Dirty  Harry”  se¬ 
ries;  and  perceptive  of  the  fact  that 
those  who  insist  upon  subtle  slan¬ 
dering  of  Caucasian  ethnic  groups 
tend  not  to  be  members  of  these 
groups.  For  the  Globe  to  insinuate 
that  the  so-called  “old-boy  net¬ 
work”  in  the  American  workplace 
is  powered  solely  by  racism  and 
sexism  is  to  ignore  this  fact  of 


continued  American-born  bigotry 
against  white-ethnic  groups,  and 
to  falsely  depict  whites  a  “privi¬ 
leged  class.” 

The  Globe  seemingly  prides 
itself  upon  being  the  print  device 
through  which  the  voice  of 
Boston’s  youth  can  be  heard.  How¬ 
ever,  in  an  April  23,  1995,  “City 
Weekly”  column  written  by  Ric 
Kahn,  the  Globe  misused  its  posi¬ 
tion  yet  again  and  unintentionally 
suggested  that  the  writing  of  young 
nonwhites  cannot  aspire  to  a  level 
of  competence.  The  column  fo¬ 
cused  on  Boston-area  youth  writ¬ 
ing  workshop,  and  featured  six 
samples  of  some  of  the  writing 
produced  at  this  workshop,  accom- 
pan  ied  by  photographs  of  the  young 
writers,  many  of  when  appeared  in 
less-than-formal  “street  clothes.” 
The  subject  material  was  quite  ste¬ 
reotypical  from  any  objective  opin¬ 
ion  -  one  student  talked  of  racism, 
another  of  a  drug  deal  gone  awry, 
a  third  of  apathetic  cops,  and  a 
fourth  of  acknowledging  responsi¬ 
bility  for  or  friend’s  damaged  prop¬ 
erty  -  and  at  least  one  submission 
featured  grammatical  inconsisten¬ 
cies  (i.e.  the  repeated  use  of  “be”  as 
a  present  tense  verb  by  a  male 
writer).  The  writings,  taken  col¬ 
lectively  and  viewed  objectively, 
show  little  development  in  vocabu¬ 
lary  or  diversity  of  ideas  among 
the  writers,  and  subconsciously 
insinuated  that  inner-city  minority 
youth  have  little  on  their  minds 
beyond  drugs,  gang  violence,  and 
anti-black  bigotry.  The  tragedy  of 
this  article  is  that  in  1994,  the  Globe 
Magazine  attempted  to  destroy 
this  very  same  unspoken  stereo¬ 
type  about  minority  inner-city 
youth  with  the  February  6,  1994 
“In  Our  Own  Words”  issue,  in 
which  young  people  who  hailed 
predominately  from  Boston’s 
“’hoods”  addressed  issue  as  di¬ 
verse  as  AIDS,  cultural  identity, 
war  in  El  Salvador,  and  strained 
family  relations.  The  average 
reader  of  the  Globe  would,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  be  conf  used  by  the  mixed 
messages  sent  by  February  6, 

1 994 ’  s  G lobe  Magazine,  and  April 
23,  1995’s  “City  Weekly.”  Is  the 
Globe  attempting  to  suggest  (with¬ 
out  conscious  intent)  that  certain 
inner-city  youths  have  insight,  but 
that  the  majority  is  obsessed  ad 
infinitum  with  drugs,  guns,  pov¬ 
erty  and  racism?  With  no  ill  will  in 
mind,  the  Globe  has  apparently 
practiced  the  same  kind  of  incon¬ 
sistent  racism  demonstrated  by  the 
late  Howard  Cosell  in  1983  when, 
momentarily  forgetting  that  his 
bosom  buddy  Muhammad  Ali  was 
of  African  descent,  he  referred  to 
Alvin  Garrett,  a  football  player  of 
similar  racial  heritage,  as  a  “little 
monkey”  during  a  nationally  tele¬ 
vised  game. 

The  most  serious  of  the 
Globe's  unconscious  racial  trans¬ 
gressions  is  the  recruitment  and 
hiring  of  minority  writers  who  only 
present  one  version  of  “black 
thought”  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
columns  and  opinions  of  Derrick 


Z.  J ackson  and  Patricia  S  m  i  th  gi  ve 
Globe  readers  the  impression  that 
blacks  are,  en  masse  ,  disenfran¬ 
chised  malcontents  who  arc  bitter 
at  whites  and  believe  themselves 
to  be  incessant  victims  of  racism. 
In  a  November  25,  1994  column 
entitled  “White  Nightmare,”  Jack- 
son  depicted  the  white  males  who 
voted  Republicans  into  office  on 
November  8, 1994  as  “party  ingin 
their  underwear”  with  visions  of 
destroying  policies  that  were  cre¬ 
ated  to  supposedly  assist  Ameri¬ 
can  minority  groups,  refusing  to 
acknowledge  that  the  very  failure 
of  those  policies  to  truly  assist 
anybody  was  one  of  the  motivat¬ 
ing  factors  behind  the  removal  of 
left-wing  liberal  Democrats  from 
office.  Seven  months  later,  in  a 
May  19,  1995  column  entitled 
“Clinton:  Therapist  for  While 
Men,”  Jackson  chided  President 
Clinton  for  imploring  nonwhites 
to  make  attempts  to  understand 
the  “angry  white  males,”  claim¬ 
ing  that  the  U.S.  President  re¬ 
fused  to  remonstrate  whites  for 
their  reputed  lack  of  concern  over 
the  fact  that  “your  ancestors  made 
sure  they  (non  whites,  presumably) 
started  from  behind,”  and  failing 
to  acknowledge  the  saga  of  white 
ethnics  in  this  country  who  were 
forced  to  “start  from  behind”  by 
the  ancestors  of  certain  English 
Protestants  in  this  nation.  In  the 

May  24, 1995  column  “Laughing 
Off  Racism”,  Jackson  alleged  that 
so-called  “white  male  privilege” 
allowed  for  Caucasians  such  as 
former  Robert  Dole  campaign 
adviser  Ed  Rollins,  Sen.  Ernest 
Hollings  of  South  Carolina,  and 
CBS  golf  broadcaster  Benjamin 
Wright  to  spout  racist  and/or  sex¬ 
ist  tripe  without  retribution,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  blacks  such  as  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  are  not  let  off 
the  hook  for  their  bigotry  -  and 
ignoring  the  travails  of  white 
males  A1  Campanis  and  Jimmy 
“the  Greek”  Snyder,  whose  off¬ 
color  comments  about  blacks  led 
to  their  immediate  firings,  the  pre¬ 
viously  addressed  loss  of  employ¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  Coscll ,  and  the 
instances  of  blacks  such  as 
Worcester  Slate  College  profes¬ 
sor  Anthony  Martin  and  Boston 
Black  Community  Information 
Center  head  Sadiki  Kambon,  who 
spout  racist  rhetoric  while  retain¬ 
ing  their  positions.  In  an  early- 
March  1995  column,  Jackson 
criticizes  while  conservatives  for 
using  Martin  Luther  King’s  words 
concerning  judging  men  by  the 
content  of  their  character  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  color  of  their  skin  as 
a  criticism  of  affirmative  action 
on  their  part... and,  in  an  late- 
March  column,  uses  the  same  tac¬ 
tic  to  his  own  ends,  employing  a 
statement  King  made  in  1968 
about  white  racism  being 
America’s  “chief  destructive 
edge”  as  a  (shallow)  defense  of 
his  support  of  affirmative  action. 
Are  hypocrisy,  half-truths,  and 
bitter  anti-white  racism  integral 
components  of  the  “black  per¬ 


spective”?  Jackson  and  the  Globe 
would  have  us  believe  so. 

Smith  is  less  virulent 
than  Jackson,  but  she  too  has  her 
moments  of  vitriolic  thought.  In  a 
late  -October  1994  column  on  the 
debates  between  Massachusetts 
senatorial  candidates  Mitt  Romney 
and  Edward  Kennedy,  Smith 
claimed  that  “white  politicians  rely 
on  trust  inherent  in  their  skin  [color],” 
conveniently  lorgclting  that  quite  a 
few  black  politicians  -  most  notably 
two-time  Washington,  D.C.  mayor 
Marion  Barry  -  employ  the  same 
strategy  in  order  to  win  in  primaries 
and  elections.  In  a  May  26,  1995 
column  entitled  “Fears  color 
megaplex  choice,”  Smith,  on  the 
heels  of  similar  allegations  by  The 
Boston  Herald's  Rachelle  G.  Cohen, 
claimed  that  racism  was  the  moti¬ 
vating  factor  for  the  preliminary 
decision  to  place  a  convention  cen- 
ter/sports  stadium  in  South  Boston 
as  opposed  to  Roxbury,  and  stated 
that  the  sight  of  Senate  President 
and  South  Boston  native  William 
Bulger  gloating  over  the  placement 
decision  was  an  example  of  “the 
guys  in  white  hats  and  skin 
triumph [ing]  again.”  She  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  stereotype  the  residents  of  ,r 
South  Boston,  claiming  that  she  “al¬ 
ways  thought  it  was  in  [her]  best 
interests”  never  to  visit  the  area,  and 
claiming  that  residents  of  “Southie” 
show  blanket  intolerance  toward 

nonwhites.  Besides  the  fact  that  she 
does  not  clearly  set  forth  specific 
examples  of  possible  bigotry  on 
Bulger’s  part  that  would  validate 
her  chargeof  racism  (although,  were 
she  to  hint  at  a  political  motive, 
evidence  would  be  overwhelming). 
Smith  exercises  a  great  deal  of 
cojones  in  branding  all  “Southie” 
residents  as  bigots  due  to  the  actions 
of  a  relative  lew,  particularly  as  she 
is  employed  to  “speak”  for  a  seg¬ 
ment  of  society  that  has  been 
blankclly  stereotyped  in  criminal 
terms.  Once  again,  are  all  blacks 
racists  who  engage  in  telling  half- 
truths?  One  would  think  so,  by  lis¬ 
tening  to  some  of  Smith’s  views. 

In  short,  the  Globe  has 
unintentionally  yet  seriously  hurt 
classes  of  people  it  wishes  to  com¬ 
fort.  By  not  diversifying  the  most 
critical  positions  in  its  organization, 
by  stereotyping  white  ethnics  as 
“privileged,”  by  engaging  in  incon¬ 
sistent  representation  of  minority 
youth,  and  by  presenting  black  jour¬ 
nalists  as  griping,  pissed-off  bigots 
who  appear  to  feel  as  though  racism 
cannot  be  transcended,  the  Globe 
has  failed  in  its  noble-hearted  mis¬ 
sion  of  equality  for  all.  No  one  is 
claiming  that  the  Globe  is  run  by 
closet  racists;  rather,  the  claim  is 
being  made  that  the  current  of  lib¬ 
eral  thought  traversing  the  Globe 
exposes  iLsell  as  unconscious  rac¬ 
ism,  bigotry,  and  false  blanket  sup¬ 
positions  about  blacks  and  whites. 
The  Boston  Globe  claims  that  its 
worth  lies  in  its  push  for  “diversity” 
and  “equality.”  However,  if  the 
Globe  docs  not  seek  to  correct  its 
unconscious  racism  immediately,  it 
will  soon  become.. .worthless. 


dices  into  the  news,  damaging  the 


“treated  inequitably”  and  relegated 
to  “second-class  citizenship,”  and 
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A  Word  from  the  Senior 
Class  President  Reflection 


•  Malka  Older,  I 

As  my  career  at  Boston 
Latin  School  draws  to  a  close,  1 
find  myself  thinking  about  a  very 
strange  thing:  how  to  make  the 
school  better.  It  ischanging,  slowly 
and  painfully ,  with  innovations  like 
Connections,  GEM,  and  the  Lower 
School  Proposal  (which  was  re¬ 
jected  earlier  this  year,  but  still 
represents  a  step  in  at  least  the 
planning  stage).  But  I’d  like  to  talk 
about  changing  the  high  school 
experience  in  a  different,  less  tan¬ 
gible  way. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  best 
learning  situations  I’ve  been  in¬ 
volved  in,  one  theme  recurs  again 
and  again:  wanting.  Students  who 
want  to  learn,  learn  more;  teachers 
who  want  to  teach,  teach  belter; 
the  poetry  reading  that’s  not  man¬ 
datory  always  seems  more  enjoy¬ 
able;  the  hundred  pages  that  you 
want  to  read  are  read  much  faster. 
Now,  it  is  possible  that  everyone 
wants  to  be  there  because  the  learn¬ 
ing  experience  is  so  good,  but  I 
think  it’s  also  conceivable  that  the 
learning  experience  is  involuntary. 
Maybe  if  we  tried  a  little  harder  to 
want  to  learn,  to  get  excited  about 
all  the  places  that  learning  can  take 
us,  maybe  if  we  really  wanted  to 
read  that  book  and  not  just  read  it. 


but  enjoy  it,  maybe  we  would  en¬ 
joy  it  more.  If  we  want  to  learn, 
we  will  learn  more  and  belter.  It 
certainly  sounds  like  more  fun  than 
adding  some  200  hours  of  instruc¬ 
tional  time  to  the  school  year. 

But  the  burden  of  want¬ 
ing  docs  not  rest  with  us  students 
alone,  my  friends.  It  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  want  to  learn  when  the 
teacher  drags  him/hersclf  into 
school  everyday  with  a  couple  of 
cigarettes  and  a  bottle  of  whiskey 
to  grind  through  six  hours  ol  black¬ 
board-scraping  and  unimaginative 
droning.  (Please  do  not  misunder¬ 
stand  or  misquote  me.  I  am  not 
saying  that  all  or  even  many  of  the 
teachers  in  this  school  meet  that 
description.  I  am  merely  imply¬ 
ing,  through  a  literary  technique 
known  as  hyperbole,  that  some 
teachers  do  not  always  meet  their 
full  potential.)  It  is  difficult,  in 
fact  well-nigh  impossible,  to  be 
inspiring  Monday  through  Friday, 
September  (August)  through  June 
(July);  nevertheless,  teachers  sub- 
sislon  jobsecurity  alone,  and  want 
to  leach. 

This  school  has  so  much 
to  offer  that  if  we  lake  advantage 
of  it,  we  may  all,  as  one  teacher 
said  to  me,  “be  in  danger  of  being 
educated.”  And  that  is  something 
to  be  desired.  
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•  EAT  IN  •  TAKE  OUT  • 
•  DELIVERY  • 


•  Raymond  Li,  I 

One  question  I  have  of¬ 
ten  been  asked  by  students  and 
alums  is:  “As  a  Class  President, 
what  do  you  think  of  your  class?” 
My  immediate  response  is:  “The 
Class  of  1995  is  an  exceptional 
class.”  Now,  I  shall  elaborate  on 
what  I  mean  by  “an  exceptional 
class.” 

The  high  academic  cali¬ 
ber  of  the  Class  of  1995  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  its  students.  My  class¬ 
mates  are  intellectually  curious  and 
scholarly  insatiable.  Also,  we  are 
very  active  participants  in  our  so¬ 
ciety.  We  try  very  hard  to  contrib¬ 
ute  to  a  world  that  has  given  us  so 
much.  Yet  another  unique  charac¬ 
teristic  of  this  graduating  class  is 
its  special  personality.  The  Class 
of  ’95  is  very  gentle,  caring,  and 
full  of  spirit.  Over  the  years,  we 
have  sparked  an  eternal  glowing 
flame  of  exceptional  genuine 
friendliness.  Most  of  my  class¬ 
mates  believe  in  helping  each  other 
whenever  they  can.  But  our  per¬ 
sonality  distinctions  do  not  stop 
there.  This  Class  also  has  a  very 
good  sense  of  humor.  What  other 
classes  can  claim  that  they  have 
tried  to  leave  their  mark  by  bring¬ 
ing  in  a  live  chicken,  which  made 
a  nice  mark  in  the  locker  corridor, 
on  top  of  other  hacks?  What  class 
can  also  claim  they  tried  to  offer  a 
teacher  a  nice  hot  cup  of  coffee? 
Without  a  doubt,  this  year’s  gradu¬ 
ating  class  has  a  sense  of  humor. 
ButdoesthedistinctionoftheClass 
of  1995  stop  there?  No!  Having 
been  a  part  of  and  having  served 
my  Class  these  past  years,  I  can 
easily  make  an  endless  list  of  the 
Class  of  1995’s  accomplish¬ 
ments — but  I  will  not  do  so.  I 
believe  the  merit  and  the  excel¬ 


lence  of  the  Class  of  1995  need  no 
pedestal;  I  will  let  our  Class  stand 
on  our  own  excellent  reputation 
and  the  new  standards  we  have 
set.  Moreover,  as  we  bid  our 
Alma  Mater,  “Farewell,”  I  would 
like  to  highlight  what  made  the 
Class  of  1995  so  special ...  the 
people,  YOU. 

People,  many  people, 
every  single  person,  made  this  a 
successful  Class.  Our  headmas¬ 
ter,  teachers,  parents,  siblings . . . 
to  sum  it  up  in  one  word — our 
friends.  Everyone  has  had  a  hand 
in  making  the  Class  of  1 995  what 
it  is  and  what  it  will  forever  be 
remembered  as.  Everyone  has  had 
a  part  in  molding  our  personality 
and  our  education — of  books  and 
of  life.  We  have  made  the  Class 
what  it  is:  friendly,  humorous, 
passionate,  helping,  unselfish,  car¬ 
ing,  and  loving;  we  have  all  been 
so  fortunate  to  have  been  known 
and  to  have  been  a  part  of  the 
Class  of  1995.  To  ALL  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Class  of  1995,  all  ten 
thousand  members,  I  hope  you 
will  carry  on  the  eternal  flame 
that  we  have  created.  I  would  like 
you  to  know  that  I  honestly  be¬ 
lieve  my  lime  at  Boston  Latin 
would  not  have  been  so  full  of 
good  memories  (or  even  endur¬ 
able)  if  it  had  not  been  for  you.  I 
cannot  imagine  sharing  my  memo¬ 
rable  experiences  with  any  other 
class.  Thank  you.  I  am  glad  that 
I  have  been  a  part  of  the  Class  of 
1995:  a  Class  noted  not  only  for 
academic  excellence,  but  also  for 
who  we  were.  I  know  that  you 
will  go  far.  On  behalf  ol'lhe  Class 
Officers  and  the  Class  Committee 
Members,  I  wish  you  all  good 
luck.  Best  wishes,  ’95!  Bona 
fortuna  maxima. 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  I 

People  often  say  that  your 
high  school  years  are  the  best  years 
of  your  life.  If  that’s  the  case,  I’m 
probably  going  to  lead  a  very  boring 
life.  Not  that  my  years  at  Boston 
Latin  have  necessarily  been  bad, 
just  very  mediocre.  Nevertheless, 
there  arc  some  things  that  most 
definitely  will  miss  and  some  things 
I  most  definitely  will  not. 

I’ll  miss  the  friends  that 
I’ve  made  here.  One  thing  that  I’ve 
always  been  grateful  for  is  having 
met  al  1  of  the  people  here  that  I  never 
would  have  met  back  in  Eastic.  I’ll 
miss  the  simple  things:  basketball 
during  gym  class,  the  first  (and  sec¬ 
ond)  carly-moming  cup  of  coffee, 
and,  of  course,  working  with  Dave 
here  on  the  Argo. 

Nonetheless,  I  won’t  miss 
summer  reading.  I  won’t  miss  some 
of  the  ridiculous  rules  that  are  en¬ 
forced  by  this  school  and  not  the 
others,  almost  a  punishment  for  at¬ 
tending  BLS.  I  will  not  miss  the 
politics  that  seems  todictate  so  many 
things  here  al  BLS.  I  will  not  miss 
the  ridiculously  long  lunch  lines  or 
the  four  minute  dashes  between 
classes.  1  won’t  miss  the  cliques  that 
formed  early  and  only  included  the 
“beautiful  people.”  I  won’t  miss  the 
hour  long  T  rides  early  morning. 

Althoigh  thisarlicle  sounds 
negative,  I  am  probably  glad  that  I 
came  to  Boston  Latin.  By  coming 
here  and  working  hard.  I’ve  secured 
myself  a  place  in  a  good  college.  It 
is  there,  1  expect,  that  I  will  truly 
spend  the  best  four  years  of  my  life. 


^  The  Village  Fish 

i 


of  Boston 

Enjoy  legendary  dining 
at  Jamaica  Plain's 
landmark  restaurant. 

Exquisitely  prepared 
local  seafood  plus 
specials  are  served 
daily  at  lunch. 

Catering  •  Take-out 
Monday  -  Thursday  12-10  pm 
Friday  and  Saturday  12-11  pm 
Sunday  4-10  pm 

707  Centre  Street,  Jamaica  Plain 

(617)  983-FI3H  (3474) 
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Senior  Poll 


Wish  You  Had  Done 

on  tour 

made  more  friends 

school 

played  a  sport 

welfare  line 

had  school  spirit 

still  sleeping 

senior  paper 

out  of  the  country  and  rich 

learned  something 

earning  S7. 50/hr. 

paid  attention 

NBA 

Senior  Show 

Whatever  happened  to? 

study 

homework 

homework 

Mr.  Norton 

played  football 

Miss  Fraley 

Jeff  Newell 

Alison  Whitehead 

Wish  You  Hadn’ t  Done 

Jammic  Esposito 

taken  honors  classes 

toilet  paper 

cut  classes 

a  dean  school 

“chilled”  so  much 

Bosworlh  Henry 

lost  my  glasses 

Paul  Dclconte 

failed  classes 

Rochy  S. 

Chemistry  II 

nifty  water  coolers 

slacked  off 

education 

taken  Latin  AP 

Mr.  Robinson 

taken  Greek 
acted  immature 

Hum  Dum  Hamurabi 

passed  up  English  AP 

One  word  that  describes  ’95 
worthless 

Where  will  you  be  in  10  years? 

traveling 
cover  of  Time 
rich  person 

in  Brazil  practicing  Capoiera 
jail 

married 

high  class  society 
on  the  road 
Jenny  Craig 
unemployment  line 


laid-back 
drug  users 
trendy 
bad 

arrogant 

racist 

lazy 

dumb 

lame 

underachievers 

ignorant 

clueless 


sleeping 

out  of  the  country 
earning  $5. 50/hr. 

NFL 

Where  will  you  be  in  30  years? 

at  peace  with  the  world 

cover  of  GQ 

richer  person 

still  in  jail 

divorced 

higher  class  society 


vast  knowledge  of  headache  medi¬ 
cine 

cheating  skills 
stress 

migraines,  migraines,  migraines 
a  headache 
carpe  signum 
insanity 

101  ways  to  cheat 
lots  of  F’s 

a  good  job  and  acceptance  into  a 

great  school 

sleep  deprivation  skills 

an  education 

friends 

absolutely  nothing 
study  skills 

learned  how  to  do  so  little  work  as 
possible  to  get  by 
What  do  you  wish  you  got  from 
your  BLS  education? 
the  things  students  at  smaller  pri¬ 
vate  schools  get 
money 
into  an  IVY 
into  more  colleges 
better  education 
approbation 
less  stress 
A’s 

a  “useful”  education 
interfice  omnia  qui  docent 
less  hassle 
SAT  of  1400 
fun 

good  grades 

the  sense  that  some  part  of  my 
generation  is  honest 

Best  educator  ’95: 

Ms.  Middleton 


Are  you  glad  you  came  to  BLS? 
Yes  No 

72%  28% 

Most  Memorable 
1st  misdemeanor  mark 
1.5  hour  trip  to/from  school 
fake  id  ring 
student  body 
my  engagement 
friends 

cafeteria  food  a.k.a.  poison 
Master  O’Malley’s  anti-gay 
letter 

getting  into  NHS 


translate) 

last  misdemeanor  mark 
French  and  Latin 
senior  class  president 
sixie  torture  week 
Mr.  Casey 

Dr.  Yu’s  chemistry  class 
teachers 

Like  about  BLS 

sex  education 

teachers 

lunch 

Taco  Bell 

coed  school 

reputation 

BBQ  chips 

lounge 

missing  class 

the  oblivious  teachers 

the  exit 

napiimc 

bathrooms 

music 

friendships 

Dislike  about  BLS 

funny  odor  in  hallways 

cliques 

communism 

teachers 

racism 

pizza 

diehard  testing 


Years 

Sixie: 

Fivisie: 

Freshman: 

Sophomore: 

Junior: 

Senior: 


Favorite  Least 


11% 

16% 


18% 

37% 


13% 
5% 
9% 
19% 
38% 
„  16% 


mouse  appearance  in  Dr. 
Carroll’s  Latin  class 

Least  Memorable 
Latin  (how  to  read,  write, 


requirements 


In  the  Future. . . 

These  class  of  ’95  students  will  most  likely  be. . . 


confused 

diverse 

underestimated 

lost 

lethargic 

doomed 

cool 

screwed-up 

What  did  you  get  from  your 
BLS  education? 
very  little  sleep 
how  to  cheat 


M 

F 

Teaching  at  BLS: 

Raymond  Li 

Blossom  Woo 

Headmaster  of  BLS: 

Devone  Tucker 

Malka  Older 

Have  15  Kids: 

Keith  LaFacc 

Jackie  Copez 

FBI  Most  Wanted: 

Brian  Noyes 

Caillin  Fitzgerald 

Talk  Show  Host: 

Marc  Ciriello 

Margot  DcMore 

Game  Show  Host: 

Shahid  Anderson 

Gina  Dover 

Religious  Cult  Leader 

Bryant  Rodriguez 

Amy  Lawless 

Militia  Group  General: 

Malt  Smith 

Zahia  Ali-Salaam 

Divorced: 

Dan  Gibbons 

Doris  Wong 

On  Parole: 

Keith  LaFace 

Caridad  Martinez 

Rich: 

Quaime  Lee 

Karin  Johnson 

Presidential  Candidate: 

Omekongo  Dibinga 

Nabalungi  Mack-Williams 

Married  to  rich: 

Mike  Rhodes 

Doris  Wong 

Working  at  McD’s: 

Rick  Umeck 

Ann  Marie  McCarrick 
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Arts  Spotlights 

Gian  Pangaro  Allana  Taranto 

•Kelly  Gushue,  I  «Kelly  Gushue,  I 


Despite  the  long  hours  of 
studying  for  this  math  and  English 
extradinaire,  Gian  Pangaro,  win¬ 
ner  of  the  artistic  male  superlative 
always  makes  time  for  music.  He 
plays  the  guitar,  classical  and  elec¬ 
tric,  and  upright  bass.  When  I  say 
practice,  I  mean  dedicated  prac¬ 
tice,  “about  twenty- four  hours  a 
week,”  he  responds  nonchalantly, 
“because  I  really  like  it.”  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  BLS  arts  activity,  he  has 
put  together  an  informal  jazz  band 
and  a  local  rock  band. 

Gian  began  taking  guitar 
lessons  at  the  Boston  Conserva¬ 
tory  five  years  ago.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  he  participated  in  the 
Connections  Arts  Program  at  BLS, 
which  he  fondly  remembers  as  a 
factor  that  increased  his  interest  in 
the  arts.  He  has  also  participated  in 
Jazz  Band  and  Vox  Iuvenum.  His 


Although  classical  is  his 
favorite,  Gian  enjoy  s  jazz  and  al¬ 
ternative  music.  In  his  free  time, 
he  plays  in  an  informal  jazz  band 
and  with  a  bass  trio  who  works 
from  standards  and  blue.  Gian  is 
also  in  a  rock  band  called  “Hector 
and  the  Basement”  where  Gian 
helps  to  create  “strange  songs  and 
music.”  Gian  will  be  attending 
Harvard  University  in  the  fall, 
where  he  hopes  to  continue  per¬ 
forming  with  the  Jazz  Band  in 
addition  to  perhaps  continuing 
music  study.  His  favorite  musi¬ 
cian  is  Charles  Mingus,  “a  great 
composer  and  bass  player  of  clas¬ 
sical  music.”  The  most  fulfilling 
aspect  of  music  Gian  finds  is  the 
fact  that  “it  is  so  challenging,  one 
can  never  be  too  good,”  and  that 
one  cannot  stop  once  you  have 
started  playing.”  He  goes  on  to 


Photo  editor  for  the  Argo, 
member  of  art  staff  for  the  Regis¬ 
ter,  photo  for  the  yearbook  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  dozen  of  her  outside  art 
activities,  AllanaTaranto  has  dem¬ 
onstrated  her  talent  as  an  uprising 
new  artist  Her  lengthy  resume  in¬ 
cludes  AP  Art,  AP  writing,  classes 
at  Mass  College  of  Art  Freelance 
Photography,  Photography  Pro¬ 
gram,  and  employment  at  a  craft’s 
company. 

She  began  taking  classes 
at  Mass  College  of  Art  in  the  sev¬ 
enth  grade.  These  include 
printmaking,  lights  drawing,  paint¬ 
ing,  and  sculpture.  Her  favorite 
type  of  art  is  photography,  espe¬ 
cially  black  and  white.  In  the  hall¬ 
ways,  one  may  have  seen  the  art 
exhibits  show  has  assembled  for 
NHS  Induction  and  Music  Night. 


At  the  present,  she  is  participating 
in  a  photography  program  called 
STAGES  (Story  Telling  Through 
the  Ages)  at  the  Huntington  The¬ 
atre  Company.  In  this  program, 
elderly  people  are  interviewed 
about  their  life  story  and  to  cap¬ 
ture  their  spirit  on  camera.  Allana 
also  works  at  a  graphics  company 
preparing  presentation  for  differ¬ 
ent  organizations.  On  the  side, 
she  likes  to  do  freelance  photog¬ 
raphy,  a  hobby  which  she  would 
like  to  pursue  as  a  career  in  the 
future. 

Allana  enjoys  doing  art 
and  writing  because  she  said  that 
she  gets  “frustrated  with  work,  so 
it  is  easier  to  express  myself  in 
art.”  She  adds  that  she  likes  to 
“use  art  to  express  words,  and 
words  to  express  art;  almost  as  in 


a  symbiotic  process.”  She  said  that 
in  much  of  her  work  she  uses  both  to 
convey  meaning.  She  finds  another 
way  of  expressing  herself  through 
her  speeches  for  Mock  Trial  Team 
of  which  she  has  been  co-captain  for 
the  last  two  weeks.  Allana  admits 
one  of  her  favorite  artists  is  photog¬ 
rapher  Nan  Golden,  who  captured 
natural  human  portraits  of  trans- 
verses  or  people  on  drag  on  print. 
Allana  finds  her  24x20  color  prints 
not  unnerving  or  degrading,  but  a 
photo  of  art  which  is  an  objective 
she  likes  to  emanate. 

In  the  fall,  Allana  will  be 
attending  New  Hampshire  College 
to  study  photography.  Allana  has 
contributed  a  great  deal  to  the  art 
program  and  productions  at  BLS, 
and  will  be  just  as  successful  at 
NHC. 


course  of  study  also  included  Writ-  say  that  “everyone  has  something 

ing  AP  and  Music  AP.  Rumors  to  say  and  has  their  own  . way  of 
have  spread  that  BLS  is  trying  to  saying  it  through  music,”  which  is 
expand  curriculum  to  include  wider  why  he  finds  music  so  diverse  and 
focus  on  the  arts,  an  idea  that  Gian  interesting. 
greatlyextols.Heespeciallypraises  If  one  is  walking  around 

Mr.  Harper  for  his  talent  and  dedi-  Harvard  Square  next  year,  take  a 
cation  in  teaching,  giving  Gian  a  peek  in  a  couple  cafes  and  maybe  . 
great  appreciation  for  classical  one  will  see  Gian  performing  with 
music,  Gian’s  favorite  choice  of  his  band, 
music. 

* 

A  FAMILY  BUSINESS  FOR 

OVER  A  QUARTER  CENTURY 

Jan  Crosby 

TONY’S  MARKET 

FRESHL  Y  CUT  MEA  T 

IMPOR  TED  COLD  CUTS  •  GROCERIES 

RE/MAX  First  Realty,  Inc. 
Independently  Owned  and  Operated 

1 188  Centre  Street,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  02159 

Office:  (617)244-4499 

Toll  Free:  (800)437-4499 

24  Hr.  Voice  Mail:  (617)446-7205 
Home  Office:  (617)327-5960 

4253  WASHINGTON  STREET 

When  experience  counts... 

a 

cal 1  Jan  Crosby 

ROSUNDALE,  MA  02131  (617)323-7313 

10 


BLS  Argo,  Graduation  Issue  1995 


Conal  Barbuto 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I 

Everyone  knows  him  as 
the  school  mascot,  the  Wolf,  at  the 
BLS  football  games,  and  as  the 
class  clown,  but  behind  a  hockey 
mask,  Conal  Barbuto  stands  out  as 
an  extraordinary  hockey  player. 
As  a  result  of  his  achievements  in 
hockey,  he  will  be  attending 
Fairfield  University  on  a  partial 
athletic  scholarship. 

Since  he  was  five,  Conal 
has  been  playing  hockey,  begin¬ 
ning  in  South  Boston  Youth 
Leagues.  He  has  been  playing  for 
Latin  since  the  eighth  grade,  this 
year  serving  as  captain.  His  out¬ 
standing  accomplishments  include 
being  selected  to  the  Dual  County 
League  All-Star  Team  in  1994  and 
1995,participatinginlhe  1994  Bay 
S  tate  Games,  Most  V  al  uable  Player 
at  the  Christmas  Hock-a-Mock  All- 
Tournament,  and  headlining  the 
DCL  Hockey  Highest  Scorers  for 
weeks  in  a  row.  As  forward,  this 
season  he  scored  47  points,  with 
23  goals  and  22  assists.  Whatkeeps 
this  aggressive,  tenacious  player 
going  is  that  “hockey  is  an  outlet 
and  allows  one  to  let  out  frustra¬ 
tion  on  people  while  it  is  legal.”  He 
enjoys  the  speed  of  the  lime,  as 
Conal  flies  around  on  the  ice.  His 
favorite  aspect  of  the  game  is  play¬ 
ing  against  bigger  players  than  him , 
being  the  underdog,  and  then  com¬ 
ing  up  on  top  by  checking  him  and 
getting  the  puck.  Conal  can  attest 
that  it’s  definitely  not  that  easy  or 
painless. 

Conal’s  achievements 
also  include  helping  the  1993  team 
to  the  DCL  championship  and  state 
tournament.  One  of  his  most 
memorable  moments  was  when  he 
was  on  the  third  string  on  the  bench 
during  a  game  against  Dorn  Savio, 
and  all  the  starters  were  having  a 
difficult  game.  The  coach  put  him 
in  and  he  had  ten  shots  on  net  and 
got  moved  up  to  the  first  line.  Play¬ 
ing  in  the  state  tournament  against 
Gloucester  with  thousands  of  fans 
in  the  stands  at  BU  Arena  stands 
out  as  most  memorable,  though. 
Conal  has  also  helped  the  team  to 
Tournament  appearances  last  year 
and  this  year.  Despite  his  chance  to 
lead  the  team  as  captain,  Conal  has 
always  enjoyed  being  the  under¬ 
dog,  which  is  the  reason  behind  his 
huge  success  as  an  athlete.  Never¬ 
theless,  he  realizes  the  importance 
of  the  team  unit,  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  passing  among  five  play¬ 
ers,  especially  on  the  most  skilled 
teams,  since  one  cannot  go  through 
five  people  by  himself. 

In  the  future,  coaching 
hockey  will  be  part  of  Conal’s  ca¬ 
reer.  At  the  present,  he  coaches 
youth  street  hockey  and  Little 
League.  Amidst  all  his  success, 
Conal  is  definitely  and  athlete  and 
role  model  for  athletes  of  all  ages 
to  emulate. 


Sports  Spotlights 


Vinnie  Letteri  Christine  Sweeney  Susan  Russo  Angela  Bayer 


•  Kelly  Gushue,  I  •  Kelly  Gushue,  I  •  Kelly  Gushue,  I  •  Kelly  Gushue,  I 


Although  he  appears 
laid-back  and  relaxed,  Vinnie 
Letteri  leads  a  fast-paced,  activity 
packed  lifestyle.  This  rush  is  the 
reason  why  Vinnie  enjoys  playing 
such  sports  as  Varsity  Soccer, 
Varsity  Swimming,  Varsity  Vol¬ 
leyball  and  Handball  in  addition 
to  life  guarding,  beach  volleyball, 
skiing,  and  taking  Harvard  courses 
on  the  side. 

Vinnie  grew  up  playing 
soccer  and  baseball  in  the  South 
Boston  Youth  League.  He  played 
Varsity  Soccer  for  three  years,  this 
year  serving  as  captain,  and  two 
years  on  the  Varsity  Swim  Team. 
After  playing  J  V  baseball  for  two 
years  he  began  playing  volleyball 
and  fell  in  love  with  the  sport. 
Volleyball  is  his  favorite  sport 
because  of  its  intensity  and  fast- 
faced  action,  plus  one  only  needs 
a  ball,  a  net,  and  anyone  willing  to 
play.  This  season  Vinnie  has 
helped  the  Boys  Volleyball  Team 
to  the  stale  tournament  with  his 
skilled  defense  and  crushing  jump 
serve. 

In  addition  to  playing 
three  Varsity  sports,  Vinnie  plays 
handball,  a  sport  not  widely  rec¬ 
ognized.  In  South  Boston,  the  L 
Street  Club  has  a  league  which 
provides  National  Competition. 
Vinnie  has  loured  around  the  coun¬ 
try  in  different  tournaments,  com¬ 
peting  in  the  Nationals  every  year 
in  the  second  highest  “B”  divi¬ 
sion.  In  1993,  he  won  the  Nation 
“15  and  Under”  handball  cham¬ 
pion.  This  accomplishment,  he 
says,  has  been  the  pinnacle  of  his 
career  because  when  one  reaches 
the  highest  level  and  can’t  reach 
any  higher,  one  knows  the  hard 
work  and  dedication  has  paid  off 
and  made  himself  the  best  player. 

Although  handball  is  an 
individual  sport,  which  Vinnieen- 
joys  because  whatever  happens 
it’s  all  one’s  own  fault,  as  captain 
of  the  soccer  team  he  has  realized 
the  importance  of  team  unity.  He 
says  that  a  team  victory  is  much 
more  fulfilling  than  an  individual 
victory.  He  says  this  fact  is  the 
reason  the  Boys  Volleyball  team 
has  been  so  successful  this  year. 
Vinnic’s  role  models  include 
Olympic  swimmer  Dan  Jantzen 
and  Olympic  Volleyball  player 
Adam  Johnson  because  they  have 
overcome  obstacles  to  achieve 
their  success.  Coaches  said  that 
Adam  Johnson  would  never  re¬ 
ally  excel,  but  today  he  is  the  best 
defensive  player  in  the  world, 
which  Vinnie  really  admires. 

Next  year,  Vinnie  will 
be  attending  Harvard  University 
and  will  try  out  for  the  volleyball 
team  there.  To  cap  his  athletic  and 
academic  achievements,  he  is  also 
a  recipient  of  the  Andrew  Puopolo 
Scholarship. 


“Giving  100%  till  the 
whistle  blows”  summarizes  Chris¬ 
tine  Sweeney’s  attitude  when  it 
comes  to  playing  sports.  This  is  the 
reason  why  she  was  named  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Girls’  Soccerteam.coach 
of  the  freshmen  basketball  team, 
manager  of  the  hockey  team,  and  a 
member  of  theGirlsSoftballTeam. 
What  empassions  her  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  plethora  of  activities  is 
her  enjoyment  of  being  active  and 
being  part  of  a  team. 

Christine  started  playing 
sports  for  West  Roxbury  town 
leagues  when  she  was  six.  Soccer 
has  always  been  her  favorite  sport 
because  of  its  non-stop  action 
packed  games.  As  senior  captain 
this  year,  she  enjoyed  being  a 
leader,  but  her  favorite  aspect  is 
being  part  of  the  team.  Since  she 
came  from  a  big  family,  she  likes 
to  think  of  her  team  as  an  extended 
family,  working  together  to  make 
teamwork.  Chirstine  helped  Latin 
to  its  first  DCL  victory  this  year, 
though  last  year’s  tie  with  Newton 
South  for  the  first  tie  by  Latin  in 
nine  years  had  been  the  most 
memorable  for  her. 

Christine  didn’t  get  Most 
Athletic  Female  superlative  for  just 
soccer  achievements.  She  also 
plays  centerfield  Varsity  Softball 
of  which  she  has  been  a  member 
for  three  years.  For  the  last  two 
years  she  has  been  coach  of  the 
freshmen  girls  basketball  team  and 
manager  of  the  Varsity  Hockey 
Team.  Playing  sports  has  become 
an  integral  part  of  Christine’s  life. 

Christine  will  be  attend¬ 
ing  UMASS/Amherst  in  the  fall. 
Her  plans  include  being  manager 
of  the  Varsity  Hockey  Team  and 
majoring  in  sports  management. 
At  the  present,  with  coaching  ex¬ 
perience  from  the  freshman  team 
and  youth  softball  league,  she  hopes 
coaching  eventually  will  be  part  of 
her  future.  With  her  inner  drive  to 
excel  and  passion  for  sports,  Chris¬ 
tine  will  always  be  a  successful 
athletic  player,  coach,  and  team¬ 
mate. 


“I  love  the  smell  of  dirt, 
I  can’t  stay  away  from  it.”  This  is 
the  motto  of  superstar  athlete  Su¬ 
san  Russo  as  she  excels  in  soccer 
and  softball,  serving  as  captain 
for  both  sports  this  year.  Her  ath¬ 
letic  talent  does  not  stop  there. 
Her  resume  includes  a  year  of 
Varsity  basketball.  Powder  Puff 
football,  two  years  as  manager  of 
the  hockey  team,  CYO  basket¬ 
ball  and  softball,  baseball,  and 
seven  years  of  color  guard.  No 
matter  what  sport  she  plays,  Sue 
has  the  natural  agility  to  excel  at 
any  sport. 

Sue  has  been  playing 
Varsity  soccer  since  tenth  grade. 
This  year  she  helped  lead  the  soc¬ 
cer  team  to  the  first  DCL  victory 
in  twelve  years,  her  most  memo¬ 
rable  moment.  Despite  the  record 
of  the  soccer  team,  Sue  is  proud 
of  her  accomplishment  as  goalie, 
including  45  out  of  49  saves  on 
net.  Despite  the  thrill  and  excite¬ 
ment  of  soccer,  softball  is  her 
favorite  sport.  She  basks  in  the 
pressure  positions  as  shortstop 
and  pitcher.  She  has  been  on  the 
Varsity  Team  since  ninth  grade. 
That  year,  she  was  named  Out¬ 
standing  Performer  on  the  team. 
In  addition,  she  has  played  in  a 
Junior  Olympic  traveling  team 
called  the  Bay  Slate  Bruins.  Her 
passion  for  softball  comes  from 
her  baseball  experience  with  her 
family.  Her  father  coached  her 
Little  League  team  and  her  brother 
taught  her  everything  she  knows 
about  the  sport. 

In  the  fall,  Sue  will  be 
attending  Slonehill  College  where 
she  will  try  out  for  the  softball 
team.  Her  favorite  thing  about 
sports  is  the  competition,  though 
she  loves  playing  on  teams.  Her 
desire  to  self-improve  rules  her 
game. 

Sue’sdream  has  always 
been  to  play  for  the  All- Women 
professional  baseball  team  called 
the  Silver  Bullets.  If  another  war 
occurs  and  the  boys  of  summer 
are  sent  overseas,  look  for  Sue  in 
the  All-Women  Baseball  League. 


“I  have  to  go  running. . .  I 
just  have  to”  is  the  motto  of  track  star 
Angela  Bayer.  Since  tenth  grade, 
Angela  has  been  running  three  sea¬ 
sons  a  year:  cross-country  in  the  fall, 
indoor  track  in  the  winter,  and  out¬ 
door  track  in  the  spring.  Despite 
battling  injuries,  Angela’s  hard  work 
and  dedication  has  earned  her  the 
title  of  captain  of  all  three  teams  her 
senior  year. 

While  the  Charles  River, 
Jamaica  Pond,  and  the  Fens  provide 
great  environment  for  running,  the 
second  floor  of  Boston  Latin  School 
has  been  the  practice  ground  for  the 
track  team.  Angela  specializes  in 
the  two  mile,  which  equals  to  four¬ 
teen  times  around  the  second  floor. 
Since  being  named  Most  Valuable 
Player  of  the  1993  cross-country 
team,  her  favorite  sport,  she  has  con¬ 
scientiously  improved,  attaining  her 
personal  record  this  year  of  13:53  in 
outdoor  track. 

What  keeps  Angela  dedi¬ 
cated  to  running  is  her  passion  for 
athletics  and  health.  She  says  that 
track  provides  an  even  balance  for 
her  to  get  a  workout  and  gives  her 
energy  to  do  her  schoolwork.  As  a 
result  of  the  combination,  Angela 
will  be  attending  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity.  Although  she  will  not  be  run¬ 
ning  on  a  Varsity  team  at  Harvard, 
she  will  continue  to  run  her  average 
of  twenty  miles  a  week  out  of  her 
love  for  running.  In  the  future,  she 
hopes  to  train  and  run  in  the  Boston 
Marathon. 

One  of  her  inspirations  in 
track  has  been  Fred  Lebow,  an  im¬ 
migrant  who  suffered  from  cancer 
and  started  various  running  programs 
including  the  New  York  Marathon, 
despite  the  obstacles  placed  against 
him.  In  addition  to  her  accomplish¬ 
ments,  Angela  is  a  recipient  of  the 
prestigious  Andrew  People  Scholar¬ 
ship.  As  a  result  of  her  experience 
with  sports  such  as  soccer,  basket¬ 
ball,  and  track,  she  hopes  to  be  a 
physical  therapist.  If  you  are  around 
Harvard  Square,  do  not  be  surprised 
to  sc  her  running  her  usual  route. 
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Myron  Allukian 


•Lauren  McLaughlin,  III 

GoodMoming,  America! 
Myron  Allukian  was  featured  on 
this  popular  news  show  to  discuss 
his  sports  achievements.  He  has 
mastered  many  of  the  sports  of¬ 
fered  at  our  school  -  football,  soc¬ 
cer,  swimming,  wrestling,  lifting, 
and  track.  This  year  he  was  the 
outside  line  backer  for  the  football 
team  and  one  of  the  captains  for  the 
wrestling  team.  Myron  wasn  ’table 
to  choose  his  favorite  of  the  sports 
because  he  “loves  them  all.”  In  the 
171  weight  class,  Myron  placed 
fifth  overall  in  sectionals  and  aided 
his  team  to  finish  a  record  breaking 
second. 

Myron  is  aggressive  -  he 
lives  by  the  premise  that  “in  the  six 
minutes  I  have  to  wrestle,  I  want  to 
prove  to  the  world  how  unfit  my 
opponent  is  and  try  to  destroy  him.” 
Overall,  he  is  a  competitive  wres¬ 
tler,  but  he  is  also  committed  to  his 
teams’  success.  In  the  future  Myron 
hopes  to  become  rich  -  he  will  be 
funhcrpursuing  that  aspiration  next 
year  at  a  prep  school,  Northficld 
Mt.  Hermon  where  he  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  accomplish  great  things  in 
both  wrestling  and  football. 


Jim  McDonnell 


•Lauren  McLaughlin,  III 

Jim  McDonnell,  captain 
of  the  golf  team,  has  excelled  in 
not  only  golf,  but  is  also  an  asset  to 
the  school  on  the  basketball  court. 
For  the  past  five  years,  Jim  has 
been  a  major  contributor  to  the 
basketball  and  golf  teams.  For  his 
immense  skill  in  golf  he  was  named 
Dual  Country  All  Star  and  quali¬ 
fied  for  States  where  he  placed 
thirteenth  out  of  one  hundred  fifty- 
six  competitors. 

Aside  from  his  promis¬ 
ing  golf  career,  Jim  is  the  captain 
of  the  BLS  basketball  team  on 
which  he  plays  point  guard.  Jim 
previously  participated  in  a  local 
Babe  Ruth  team.  Frequently,  he 
puts  in  weekend  golf  tournaments. 
For  years  Jim  has  emulated  his 
grandfather,  who  is  also  a  master 
of  golf.  When  playing,  Jim  tries  to 
“control  the  tempo  of  the  game.” 
Next  year  Jim  will  attend  Provi¬ 
dence  College  where  he  hopes  to 
further  pursue  golf. 


Sports  Spotlights 


Erin  Chalmers 


Kelly  Gushue 


Jason  Serino 


Hamilton  Ho 


•Kelly  Gushue,  I 

Although  shy  and  inno¬ 
cent  looking,  Erin  Chalmers  is  a 
dominant  force  on  the  sports  floor, 
whether  on  the  soccer  field,  bas¬ 
ketball  court,  or  softball  field.  She 
has  been  playing  sports  since  she 
was  six,  but  this  year  she  reached 
a  highpoint  with  a  Dual  County 
League  Basketball  title. 

Erin  has  been  playing 
soccer,  basketball, and  softball  for 
various  leagues  as  she  grew  up. 
She  began  playing  sports  for  Latin 
in  eight  grade  and  made  the  Var¬ 
sity  Basketball  team  her  freshman 
year,  followed  by  Varsity  Soccer 
and  Varsity  Softball  her  sopho¬ 
more  year.  In  soccer,  she  played 
forward,  helping  the  team  to  their 
first  DCL  win.  In  basketball,  she 
served  as  co-captain,  playing  for¬ 
ward  and  making  it  to  the  third 
round  in  the  Division  I  playoffs. 
In  softball,  she  played  hot-spot 
third  base.  She  said  her  favorite 
aspect  of  playing  sports  is  the  ca¬ 
maraderie  and  team  spirit.  Al¬ 
though  she  is  quiet,  she  enjoys 
being  part  of  a  close  group.  De¬ 
spite  the  ability  to  shield  her  indi¬ 
vidual  perform  ancc  am  ong  a  team , 
she  pushes  herself  to  improve  on 
her  own.  She  says  her  inspiration 
has  always  been  her  sister  Kara, 
who  graduated  from  BLS  in  ‘92. 
Just  as  she  excelled  in  athletics 
and  academics,  Erin  wanted  to  do 
the  same.  Erin  has  successfully 
accomplished  this,  as  she  will  be 
attending  Boston  College  in  the 
fall.  She  is  still  undecided  what 
sport  she  is  interested  in  pursuing. 

Erin’s  winning  altitude 
and  drive  has  made  her  a  remark  - 
ableathleteal  Boston  Latin  School, 
and  a  valuable  asset  to  any  team  in 
the  future. 


•  Lauren  McLaughlin,  III 

She  could  be  easily  char¬ 
acterized  by  the  whirlwind  left  be¬ 
hind  her  as  she  speedily  walks  down 
the  hallway.  This  gust  of  flighty 
wind  is  better  known  as  Kelly 
Gushue,  one  of  Boston  Latin 
School’s  acclaimed  volleyball 
players.  Aside  from  being  named 
an  AllStarinl994,shehasbeenan 
active  and  aggressive  aid  for  her 
team,  helping  them  to  advance  to 
the  Bay  Stale  Games  in  1994  and 
to  win  the  Dual  County  Champi¬ 
onship  for  the  past  two  years.  Her 
success  began  in  tenth  grade  when 
she  was  named  “Unsung  Hero”  for 
volleyball.  Kelly  has  not  only  ex¬ 
celled  in  volleyball,  but  she  is  also 
an  asset  to  the  Indoor  Track  and  the 
Softball  teams  in  both  of  which  she 
has  participated  in  for  several  years. 

When  she’s  finished  with 
a  grueling  day  at  the  stress  provok¬ 
ing  BLS,  working  part-time  at 
Lamberts,  writing  for  the  Argo  as 
Sports  Editor  and  enduring  the 
work  as  Editor  of  the  Register , 
Kelly  plays  in  outside  leagues  such 
as  CYO  Softball  and  Mass  Junior 
Olympic  Team  for  Volleyball. 
Clearly,  her  favorite  sport  is  vol¬ 
leyball,  which  she  intends  to  pur¬ 
sue  next  year  at  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity. 

Kelly  enjoys  the  energy 
she  receives  from  her  rigorous 
sports  activities.  She  comments: 
“Sports  are  social  outlets  for  pres¬ 
sure.”  Pressure  doesn’t  seem  to 
phase  Kelly  at  all.  Only  great 
things  are  in  store  for  this  viva¬ 
cious  team  player,  and  although 
she  has  no  role  models  of  her  own, 
she  can  be  one  for  all  of  us. 


•  Jeff  Abramo,  l 

Of  the  many  student  ath¬ 
letes  here  at  BLS,  most  stand 
firmly  with  their  feet  on  the 
ground  and  their  eyes  fixed  on 
the  horizon.  This  is  not  the  case 
with  swimming  star  Jason  Serino, 
who  keeps  his  feet  firmly  planted 
on  the  water  (pun  intended)  and 
his  eyes  fixed  firmly  on  the  water 
below  him.  Jason,  who  plans  to 
attend  George  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity  in  the  fall,  has  spent  his 
entire  Latin  career  pursuing  ex¬ 
cellence  not  only  in  swimming 
and  academics,  but  in  basketball 
and  volleyball  (in  his  free  time) 
as  well. 

At  the  young  age  of  10, 
Jason  began  swimming  competi¬ 
tively,  and  by  the  time  he  entered 
Latin  as  a  B-sie,  had  already  be¬ 
come  a  powerful  and  strong  swim¬ 
mer.  For  the  past  four  years,  he 
has  competed  in  the  100  yard 
butterfly  and  the  50  yard  freestyle 
individually  as  well  as  the  200 
yard  freestyle  and  medley  relays; 
he  excelled  in  all  of  these  areas. 
Jason  has,  over  his  time  on  the 
BLS  Varsity  Swim  Team,  at¬ 
tended  S  tate  Championsh  ip  meets 
for  four  successive  years,  and 
amassed  6  medals  over  that  time. 

Such  a  successful  ath¬ 
lete  obviously  has  countless 
memories  and  triumphs  through¬ 
out  his  swimming  career.  Jason 
fondly  remembers  sectionals  this 
year  when  the  team  placed  first  in 
the  200  yard  freestyle  relay,  as 
well  as  the  DCL  meet,  at  which 
he  finished  3rd  in  the  100  yard 
freestyle  and  due  mosly  in  part  to 
his  strong  and  sure  strokes,  was 
named  Dual  County  League  All- 
Star.While  attending  George 
Washington  University,  Jason 
hopes  to  continue  on  in  his  swim¬ 
ming. 


•Kelly  Gushue,  I 

Although  quiet  and  intro¬ 
verted  in  the  hallways,  Hamilton  Ho 
explodes  on  the  volleyball  court. 
With  110  kills  this  season  and  a  spot 
in  the  state  tournament,  Hamilton 
has  been  the  foundation  for  the  suc¬ 
cessful  Boys  Volleyball  Team. 

Hamilton  started  playing 
volleyball  in  seventh  grade,  but  did 
not  start  playing  for  BLS  until  ninth 
grade.  Since  playing  varsity  in  tenth 
grade,  he  has  made  an  impact  on  the 
team.  His  accomplishments  include 
serving  ads  captain  for  two  years, 
being  selected  to  the  Dual  County 
League  All-Star  team  last  year  and 
this  year,  and  being  named  Most 
Valuable  Player  of  the  Team  last 
year.  What  has  driven  him  to  excel 
as  captain,  he  says,  is  his  need  to 
encourage  everyone  to  come  together 
as  a  team  while  at  the  same  time  he 
must  contribute  to  his  own  perfor¬ 
mance.  The  reason  he  likes  volley¬ 
ball  so  much  is  because  of  its  fast- 
paced  action,  challenge  to  play,  and 
the  thrill  of  hiuing  a  kill. 

His  favorite  memory  came 
this  season  when  Latin  almost  beat 
defending  state  champions  New 
Bedford  (lost)  15-13,  (win)  15-10, 
(lost)  15-11. 

Just  as  hard  and  as  well  he 
plays  volleyball,  he  studies.  Next 
year  he  will  be  attending  Cornell 
University  where  he  hopes  to  play 
club  out  of  his  passion  for  the  sport. 
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Karin  Johnson  says  Bye-Bye  Forever 


